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M*: SWANWICK hoped - the: committee. — 
riſe, until they had determined upom i queſtion which 
was of the firſt importance to this country a — — 
it had been well far us if it had een introduced ace 
but which, he truſted, Was not now ton late to he 
tial lervice. At preſent, he ſaid, produce was falling; and; 
of courſe, any tax upon the farmer old not beſo 2 re« 


ceived as if their produce was upon the rife ; but; he truſted; 


the wealth of the country muſt have becume ſd conſiderable, 


— the high price which every agricultural production had 
— been at, as to enable them very well to ſupport the ne. 
expenſes of goverhment · Theſe expenſes,” they 


_ mult be ſupplied from one of three ſources; either 
from loans which have heretofore been made in Europe, at 
great expenſe of agency, brokage, conatBen, * or ſrom 
impoſt, or by internal revenue, or exciſe. 219/44 His! 

Into what -ſituation, he aſked, had — buſi- 
neſs brought this country? They had created, what ſeemed 
to be wiſhed on all hands to be avoided, a foreign ipfivence 
over this country. It had made us dependent upon What 
it was not in our power to controul; upon every accident 
which might happen at Amſterdam or Antwerp, and every 
part of the globe. So far as related to impoſts, this ſource of 
revenue was expoſed to the influence of war, aud abſolutely 


dependent ** =p Geog Or 5 PEI IN pleaſe 


Vol. II. 1 « W3 26 418 'F 


1 demon 


A 


161 
to annoy us · Was this, he aſked, an enviable ſituation ? He 
thought not · This dependence upon foreign nations, was a 
great diſadvantage in all negociations· With reſpect to ex - 
ciſe, he need not 2 125 un ec _ 2 TY 
article of ſnuff, inflea ; had brough 
the revenue in debt; — the excif e on — 
called forth the military to enforce it. For his part, 2 — 
no way of avoiding theſe difficulties, but to come to that car - 


dinal point, which they had now in view, of direct taxation - 
He ſhould, therefore, be in le of the reſolution before 


| them, deere it fixed the principl 


It was neceſſary, Mr. S. ſaid, to duet importance and firm - 
neſs of government, to determine whether the land of the 
country be not equal to bear its ſhare in the expenſes of go- 
vernment. This had hitherto been evaded; but he truſted, 
this maſs of property would no longer eſcape from paying 
its due proportion towards the public burthens. For, when 
it was known in foreign countries, that all our revenue was 
bottomed upon our commerce, it was holding out an invita- 
tion to them to play off hoſtilities upon us. Great-Britian, 
he ſaid, had taken the lead in annoying our — which had 
brought us to the Britiſn treaty· Th This had uced great 
2 to ſome, though ſome — have had a tri- 
fling We were now brought into another ſituation 
by that inſtrument; the French were now laying 'hold of 
our commerce. 

It was ſaid chat Great Wield drow: ry little : ſupport 
from her. land, in compariſon to what ſhe drew from her com- 
merce ; but ſhe had a fleet to defend her commerce, and 
therefore, if ſhe drew a great deal from it, ſue was alfo at 
ſome expenſe-in ſupporting it · Our trade, he ſaid, was unpro- 
tected. It was true, we obtained ſeven million of dollars 
from.it, without being at any expenſe in return. But, he 
ſaid, there was no eertainty of this; it was a mere phantom, 
it was gone, and without ſome plan like the preſent, there 


would be no ſecurity for ſupporting the expenſes of our go-— 


verament ; nor could any negociation ever be properly ſup- 
ported, until the yeomanry "of our-country ſhould join in the 
fupport of our common intereſt. © It was abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry, Mr. S. ſaid, to decide upon one of two principles, either 
to ſupport commerce by a navy and thereby ſecure the reve- 
nue ariſing from it, or elſe call upon agriculture to bear its 
full ſhare of the public burthens. He therefore wiſhed the 
principle to be ſettled without regard to modification, becauſe 


CY 
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the more ſimple the light in whictrthe- object was placed the” 

detter . The modification would proper ly _—_ nei of 

neſs .; and, when members had's vs upon the n of 
adopting the principle of a — their oppoſition v 

particular plans wich might be offered would — 

that the beſt 92 which could be enen, would proba: 
bly be adopted bz 2 VIItrzgutb anf in Nil! 92 

It had been Teconimended by the Preſident of the United 
States, in half a dozen ſucceſſive communications, that the na- 
tional debt ſhould be'reduced-' This, he ſaid, could not de 
done, without the aſſiſtance of agriculture; for, whenever 
the duty on commerce was made extravagant, ſmugpling was 
introduced;' and the duty, inſtead of being increaſed, was leſ· 
ſened · In Britain this had been notoriouſly the caſe . 

They put a tax on tea, by which ſmuggling was brought 
to ſuch an enormous height that they were, — ol 
deavour, obliged to abandon it. vis : 
This, Mr. S. ſaid; was — queſtion which 
was ever t before that houſe: : fe trembled every 
day when he conſidered upon what a ſhadow the revenues of 
this government reſted - upon what every nation ſeemed to 
rob us of: for, added he, all are in one point, how 
ever they may diſagree in others, viz: to rob and ill treat us. 
They were, indeed, invited to do this; for, ſaid he, We have 
no barriers but treaties, and they are worſe than nothing 

| Mr. 8. faid, we had no dependence upon our revenue; art 

rate it was not more than ſupported our preſent. ex- 
penſes. Suppoſe; added he, all the preſent nations at war, 
make peace, would there then be ho danger of a defalcation 
of revenue ? There could be no doubt of it. So that whe-: 
ther war or peace; no certain dependence could” be placed ; 
upon our revenue. 

Did it not, then, become government to lock to fowerhing 
more ſubſtantial: than commerce for ſupport? It certainly 
did. Let us, ſaid he, fix upon the principle of a direct tax, 
and not be deterred at the threſhold of the buſineſs.” To ſay 
it was impoſſible to fix upon ſuch a plan ſo as to be generally 
ſatisfactory, would be to ſay we” could not do what wing 
other nations had done. | [1 
It were to make an acknowledgement in the. face of che 
world of our own imbecility. | 

He would again repeat that it would have been ee 
this country if the preſent plan had been adopted ſooner. — 
However, as we had lately declared ourſelves the moſt proſ- 
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peroue the moſt free, and enlightened country in the world; 
this could not be an improper; time for introducing it. He 
was rather glad, however, that a of neceſſity had 
brought the preſent meaſure before them. Misfortunes, he 
imes proved the greateſt of bleſſings · He truſted 
the preſent event would teach government economy; for, 
ſince they found the difficulty which attended the raiſing of 

money, they would be careful how. they: lauiſned it awaye— 
He truſted this meaſure of taxing the farmer, would alſo 


haye the effect upon him to awaken a watehful attention to 


the operations of government; it would alſo give us the 
means of paying our debt, which is a moſt honoureble em- 
ployment, and ef ſhewing to foreign countries thap our reve ; 
nues reſt upon a: foundation which they cannot ſfake. 
Viewing the matter in this point of view, however unwil- 
log he was; in general, to call upon the people ſor money; 
he hoped the principle before them would be adapted -- 
Mr. Gilbert ſaid, the queſtion was whether they ſhduld 
raiſe the revenue wanted by: direct or indirect taxes. 
Though he was oppoſeid to direct taxes, he had no objection 
to the committee's riſing, that the report might be re · com · 
mitted, in order that the committee of ways and means might 
be inſtructed to report to the hauſe a plan of direct taxation, 
for the deciſion of the houſe, He acknowledged the neceſſit⸗ 


of- ſomething being done, but he was not ready to vote for 


direct taxation, until he ſaw ſomething more of the. buſineſs. 

Mr. Chriftie was againſt the committee's riſing, becauſe he 
thouy ht it was neceſſary to determine upon the principle. 
He did not know whether he ſhould agree to this principle or. 
not · It was propoſed that each ſtate ſhould be apportioned: 
according to its laſt cenſus. By this, he ſaid, Maryland 
would be conſiderably aggrieved. Several other ſtates were 
in the ſame ſituation. If the gentleman would therefore 
withdraw his motion for the committee's riſing, he would 
move to ſtrike out the words ** according to the laſt cenſus.” 
(The former motion of Mr. Harper was withdrawn.) 

Mr. S. Smith hoped. the words would not be ſtruck out; 
for if they were ſtruck out, the whole reſolution would fall to 
the ground, as if they were not to make a calculation upon 
the laſt cenſus, they muſt either poſtpone the. buſineſs until a 
new cenſus was made, or go into the expenſe of making a 
new cenſus for the buſineſs.»  - «hens r. | 

The gentleman from Pennſylvania (Mr. Swanwick) had 
gone fully inte the buſineſs, and ſne wn to the ſatisfaction, he 


. 
doubted nat, of many in that hauſe, the neceſſity af going 
into ſome effectual mode for ſecuring a permanent revenue · 
He believed it would be found a ſuhject of difficulty to carry 
into effect a direct tax throughaut the Union, but as the com- 
mittee of ways and means had brought forward the 
tion, he doubted not they had attended to theſe difficulties: | 

He was not afraid of the ſtate of Maryland being over-rat- 
ed by the laſt cenſus. It was not neceſſary, he ſaid, 
to go into that ſubject, or he believed Maryland ought to 
have had another repreſentative on that flour · He thought 
they ſhould not object to the plan before them on trifling 
ground, as they need never be able to apportion any ſyſtem 
to farthings. Whether he ſhquld vote for the ſyſtem: 
ed he hoon ne but he wiſhed to have the ſubje& taken up, 
that we might have it in our power to ſay we are an indepen- 
dent nation, and that it may not be in the power of any pther 
to cut off dur ſupplies. Such à ſtep, he ſaid, was neceſſary, 
and he doubted. not the people would the found wg: to 
give their government a proper ſu 

Mr. Chriſtie ſaid; if he thought his ination went to deſtroy 
the principle, he would withdraw it; but he believed the 
principle would be as well tried without them as with them 
He thought it would be proper to have a new cenſus taken. 
He wondered his colleague (Mr. S. Smith) ſhould think 
Maryland would not be over- rated by the preſent cenſus. 
He was confident they would. If thoſe words were out of 
the reſolution, he would vote for it, but not otherwiſe:  - | 

Mr. Nichalas had no objection to the words being ſtruck 
out, becauſe if they were not, they mult be guided by the laſt 
cenſus, ** a new one was taken ; and if the gentleman 
could not take the ſenſe of the houſe upon the propriety of 
_—_ _ 2 — cenſus, without ſtriking out theſe words, he 

they would be ſtruck out, in order to give him an 4 
— of trying that queſtion- 
The queſtion for ſtriking out was put and nogatived-; 
Mr. Dayton (the ſpeaker) ſaid the fubject was an 1 


tant one, and from his prepoſſeſſions (gentlemen perhaps might 
be inclined to call it prejudice) againſt a ſyſtem of direct tax- 


ation, he could not think the houſe * be readily brought 


to agree to ſuch a ſyſtem. - He, only: roſe, however, then to 
notice what had: fallen from the gentlemen from New. Votk 


and South- Carolina (Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Harper) who had 


wiſhed to have the detail upon which . the principle before 
them-was to be carried into effe&. He thouglit they ſhould 


the ſubject on ite proper ground. The principle ought cer- 


determine upon the principle, before any further ſteps were 


the 
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2 power, which had never yet been reſorted to, of rai 
revenue 3 in fact, whether a plan of direct or indirect tan 


ſhould be purſued The deciion upon thisqueſtion, hy 


ſhould have noalluſion to the — eflefting i uu; becauſe, 
if the committee of the whole did not think it neceſſary at 
this time to go into a ſyſtem of direct taxation at all, they 
would ſo determine, and a plan of indirect taxation 
immediately to be conſidered. He was therefore, far from 
wiſhing the reſolution to be ſent back to the committee of 
ways and means to have the buſineſs detailed: he would have 
the abſtract priuciple firſt decided upon · Mr. D. hoped the 


ſentiments of gentlemen would be fully given upon this fub- 


ject; for his own part, if he heard no ſtronger arguments in 
favour — plan chan had been offered, Meer 
be oppoſed to it. 

Mr. W. Smith thoug ht the 8 had placed 


tainly to be firſt decided upon. It was acknowledged on all 
hands, Mr. S. ſaid, that there was a deficiency — 
entlemen who were oppoſed to this plan, ſhould therefore 
ubſtitute ſome other in its place, ſince revenue muſt be had, 
It was a good parliamentary rule, that when à member op- 
poſed an obje& propoſed for revenue; he ſhould propo 


ſe a ſub: 
ſtitute- - It was eaſy, he ſaid, to object to a thing- He diſ- 
liked direct taxation bimſelf, but ſince there appeared no 
other way of raiſing ſufficiently ample funds, he ſaw the neceſ- 
ſity of fixing upon this. If gentlemen would propoſe any 

other mode of raiſing the money wanted, he ſhould be lad 
to conſider it. He thought at any rate, they: ſhould then 


taken in preparing any plan; and, if it ſhould appear to be 
2 opinion of a majority of the houſe that, under no conſi- 
ation whatever, a ſyſtem of direct taxation ſhould be 
adopted, there gas Ps an end of the buſineſs and 2 muſt 
immediately turn their attention to ſome other way of raiſin — 
money required; for his part, he was afraid if they paſſ 
over from direct to indirect taxes, they ſhould not come o 
. = effectul. 
illiaws was of opinion with the gentleman from N. 


F Jane (the ſpeaker} that the principle uould then be deter- 


n; becauſe to ſend the reſolution back, in order to 
di ſed, if it ſhould eventually be rejected, would 
waſte of time. He wiſhed gentlemen from 


— a 
be an unneceſſary 


rr — . OP -_ 
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every ſtate would nicks their obſervations-upon the ſubject, 
in order that they might determine whether ſome better plan 
could not be adopted He thought every means of indirect 
taxation ſhould be exhauſted, e ſhould be 
reſorted to- 

Mr. W. ſaid he did not think with. the entleman from 
Penoſylyania (Mr. Swanwick) that the intereſt did 
not pay their proportion of the preſent taxes. The conſum- 
ers, it was allowed, were the payers of taxes; and until 
that gentleman pro ved ＋ - hg did not conſume taxable 
articles, he —— not oy Gm not bear their proportion 
of the public bur thens. 

It was well obſer ved hat our reſent revenue ſyſtem was 
liable to be deranged by other nationg:. but perhaps it might 
be poſſible to adopt ſome other ſyſtem, which ſhould be more 
certain, without having reference to direct taxes. He could 
wilh mercantile gentlemen would forbear throwing out in- 
ſinuations that the landed intereſt did not pay their quota of 
the public expenſe ; he believed they were unfounded, and 
he was certain —— could ha ve no good effect. 

For the preſent, he ſhould wiſh the committee to riſe, and 
hoped. gentlemen. would come forward another day, "with | 
their obſervations on this ſubject, that they might ſee if they 
could not hit upon ſome plan of raifing the neceſſary ſupply 
without going into the plan of direct taxation. 5 

committee roſe and had leave to fit again. - - 

Gilman, from the committee of reviſal and unfiniſhed. 
buſineſs, reported that the report made laſt ſeſſion upon the 
petition of Oliver Pollock had not been acted upon. On 
motiogs; it was committed to a committee of the whos to· mor- 
row. 

Mr. Coit ſaid, he wiſhed to lay a reſolution upon the table, 
ſomewhat connected with the ſubject which had juſt been or 
cuſſed, It was a reſolution requiring the committee of com- 
merce and manufactures to prepare and report a bill on the 
ſubject of direct taxation on land and ſlaves, the abſtract prin- 
ciple of which had only been under diſcuſſion. | 

The reſolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. W. Smith hoped that gentlemen who objected wits 
mode of taxation propoſed would to-morrow come forward 
vith, n. 4s LY haha, 1 
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The flakes laid before the houſe a ener" and 
_ the attorney general on the petition of Fanny 

3 widow of Robert Forſyth, reſpecting a lot of land in in 
* erickſburg, which had been conveyed to —— Green, 
as acounter ſecurity. He — — a diſagreement to 
the prayer of the petition. e report was ordered to be 
committed to a committee of th the whole on Monday next - 

Mr. D. Foſter, from the committee of claims, to whom 
was referred the petitions of James Cerril and Samuel Briſ- 
coe, and of Sidney George, in behalf of Joſua Louittit de. 
ceaſed, reported a reſolution unfavourable to the peritioners, 
to which the houſe concurred. 

A report was read on the petition of Henry Hill. It re- 
commended, that the accounting officers of the treaſury ſhould 
be a appointed to ſettle with him, for nine thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fixty-eight dollars and 81-yorhs- The report 
was read a ſecond time, made the order of the day for Mon- 
day next, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Kittera, preſented a petition from the Ilinoĩs hag 
Wabaſh land companies praying for certain immunities, 
which was read, and ordered to be printed, and commirted to 
Meſſieurs Jeremiah Smith, Kittera, and Baldwin. 

Mr. Kittera moved to have the unfiniſhed buſineſs poſt- 

ned, in order to take up the report on the petition of Wil. 
lam A Alexander, but his motion was negatived. 85 

On the motion being about to be pur for going into a com- 
mitte of the whole, on the ſubject of further revenue, 

Mr. Coit wiſhed the houſe to take up the reſolution he had 
yeſterday laid upon the table.—The difference, he ſaid, be- 
twixc this reſolution and the one reported by the committee 
of ways and means, was, that this called for the particulars of 
the plan, whilſt that called for an agreement to the principle 
of direct taxation without any reference to a plan. This dif- 
ficulty, he ſaid, occurred. "Many gentlemen objected to a 
direct tax, becauſe they could not ſee their way through any 
plan of carrying it into effect. He himfelf did not feel this 
difficulty. He ſhould vote for the reſolution ; becauſe, if a plan 
was brought forward which he did not approve, he ſhould 
vote againſt it. It appeared to him, however, that che houſe 
would have a more diſtinct view of the ſubject, if they had a 
plan before them- | 


1 


Mr. Swanwick ſaid the objection which he had to the mo- 
tion was, that it would embarraſs the queſtion whether or 
not the houſe would e to any ſyſtem of direct taxation? 
Some gentlemen chought it impoſlible to deviſe a plan for this 
purpole ; it could not be expected therefore that the commit- 
tee of ways and means fhould produce ſuch an one as would 
be wholly unobjectionable. Indeed, when he heard it aſſerted 
to be impoſſible, he n for the exiſtence of our govern. 
ment; For. it could not exiſt without revenue, and he could 
not ſee how that revenue could be raiſed but 'by a land · tax · 
The propriety of laying additional burthens on commerce 


had been ſuggeſted, but (as he had already ſtated) this would 


not probably increaſe the revenue, as it would moſt probably 
promote a ſpirit of ſmuggling- | Let us go into a committee 
of the whole on the ſubject, faber, Ee Mr. S. and let gentlemen 
bring for ward their different plans, and then the committee 
will be able to determine which will be moſt likely to be effec- 
tual, and attended with the leaſt inconvenience. There was 
but one ſentiment as to the neceſſity of proviſion being made; 
and he was of opinion, if it was once determined to have a 
direct tax, ſuch a plan might be produced as would prove ac- 
ceptable, when gentlemen ſhould be convinced that ſome 
plan of direct taxation muſt be adopted · 

The ſpeaker ſaid the only motion in order would be, that 
the committee of the whole on the ſubje& of finance be dif. 
charged, in order to refer the preſent reſolution to the com- 
mittee of ways and means to inſtruct them to report a plan; 
or, to commit the reſolution to the committee of the whole 
on the ſubject of finance. 

Mr. Harper aſked whether it would not be in order, when 
che houſe ſnould be in a committee of the whole, to move the 

preſent reſolution by way of amendment to that reported? 

The ſpeaker ſaid the chairman of the committee of the 
whole would determine that queſtion. - 

Mr. Coit moved that the committee of the whole on the 
ſubject of finance, might be diſcharged from the further con- 
—— of the fubject, for the purpoſe of referring his re- 
olution. 

Mr. Williams hoped the committee would be diſcharged, 
He wiſhed to have the plan in queſtion before them, becauſe 
if it was not neceſſary to lay a land-tax at preſent, ir might 
be neceſſary at ſome future day- As to what had been faid, 
that government could not be ſupported without a land- tax, 
he believed other means might be hit _ to raiſe the money 
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required without a land-tax- Not that he would commit 

himſelf ſo far as to ſay he might not eventually vote for a 
land-tax- But he believed if a ſmall additional duty were to 
be laid upon ſalt and rum, and ſome other articles, hire 
would be no difficulty in the buſineſs. _ 

The ſpeaker reminded Mr. Williams of the queſtion. 

Mr. Williams ſaid he was ſtating his reaſons why the ſyſ. 
tem of direct taxation ſhould not now be determined upon, 
becauſe he thought there were certain articles upon which a 
heavier duty might be laid; though he wiſhed, at the fame 
time, to have the plan of a direct tax brought into view! to 
act upon hen neceſſity ſhould require it. 

Mr. Craik was in favour of the committee of the whole 


being diſcharged, in order that the committèe of ways and 


means might inſtructed to report a plan. ' He faid he was 
in favour of this propoſition, not ſo much from any objection 
he had to vote for the reſolution as reported, but becauſe if 
they were to have a plan reported, they ſhould be more like. 
ly to bring the ſubje& to an early concluſion. He did not 
think, with ſome other gentlemen, that by voting for that 
reſolution, he ſhould be bound to vote for any plan which 
might be reported. He had no fears of this ſort ; he believed 
himſelf always at liberty to vote ashe pleaſed, and'to change 
his opinion on any ſubje& when he ſaw proper. But, as ſome 


gentlemen had expreſſed their objections on this ground, he 


thought i it would be well to refer this reſolution. -- 
Mr. C. faid, he believed when they conſidered their real 
ſituation; chat they were not called upon to determine 
whether additional revenue ſhould be raiſed or not, but that 
revenue muſt by ſome means be raiſed, he truſted gentlemen 
would turn their minds in earneſt to the ſubject. He believed 
this to be the important buſineſs of the ſeſſion; and when he 
looked at the report of the ſecretary of the treaſury, he could 
not heſitate a moment in concluding that there was a neceſ- 
ſity for acting with energy · Seeing, therefore, that they had 
no alternative, it became their b ineſs to have the ſubject 
thoroughly diſcuſſed, and to take a view of both ſources, viz. 
direct and indirect taxation, in order to determine upon which 
ſyſtem they would act. A reſolution, he ſaid, had been re- 
ferred to the committee of ways and means ſome days ago, 
calling upon them to report what further revenue could be 
- raiſed by indirect taxes. It would be well if that commit- 
tee would bring into view all the ſubjects upon which indi- 
rect taxes 1 be raiſed or increaſed, in order to enable 
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them to determine bet wixt the two ſyſtems. It might perhaps 
be adviſable to have recourſe both to direct and indirect taxa- 
tion; for though indirect means might ſupply our preſent 
wants, after the year 1800 they would certainly fall ſhort, 
and he was not for putting off till ro-morrow what might be 
done to-day. It was neceſſary the attention of the people 
ſhould be driven to the ſubject, and that government ſhould 
not be drawn to anticipations and loans, and to give extra- 
vagant prices for our own money. "116 " 
believed gentlemen ſed to direct taxation, were 
not ſo much ſo | om principle as from an idea that it was im- 
poſſible to adopt a ſyſtem which would fall equally upon all 
parts of the Union. It was to be wiſhed, therefore, that the 
plans could be ſeen and agreed upon, ſince ſome gentlemen 
were apprehenſive that by giving their aſſent to the abſtract 
propoſition, they ſhould 4 emſelves to ſupport a plan, 
however objectionable, when it ſhould be reported. He 
hoped, therefore, the reſolution would be referred, and a plan 
reported, upon principles which may be unobjectionable, gen- 
tlemen may then come forward, and add to the liſt, or make 
ſuch alterations as may be deemed expedient; they might 
tell the houſe whether or not they conſidered it proper to 
reſort to both ſyſtems. - Mr. C. thought, that from the pre- 
ſent want of revenue to anſwer current expenſes 'and the 
view of thoſe wants increaſing, both ſyſtems of taxation ought 
to be reſorted to, to anſwer thoſe demands. py 
Mr. W. Smith ſaid it was to be regretted that the gen · 
tleman from Connecticut had brought forward this propo- 
ſition, as it cauſed them to debate about form, rather than 
ſubſtance. The propoſition of the committee of ways and 
means, went to ſay direct taxes ſhould be laid; this directed 
the committee to report a bill. He thought it beſt to decide 
in the firſt inſtance, whether direct taxes were neceſſary or 
not. By bringing the ſubject before the committee of the 
whole, gentlemen would have an opportunity of propoſing 
their ſubſtitutes in place of the plan propoſed ; and, by con- 
. traſting one with the other, they ſhould be able to judge 
which would prove the beſt mode. But gentlemen ſay no, 
we wiſh to fee what kind of a bill the committee will bring 
forward, if we do not like it, we will reject it. What would 
— do? After three or four days debate, it will be 
ent back to the committee: by the time they report, it will 
be about the end of February, and on the third of March the 
houſe will break up. Gentlemen onght to be open and ſtate 
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the particular views of their conſtituents on chis ſubject; they 
ſurely muſt know. He thou ht the beſt way would be to 
fairly into the buſineſs, and determine whether they — 
adopt any ſyſtem of direct taxation, which could be planned, 
and ſo far pledge themſelves, as to determine they will agree 
to any practicable plan which may be produced, as r 
muſt be had- 

Mr. S. ſaid there could only beta! objeGions to u ſyſtem 
of direct taxation; either that by the conſtitution there is not 
na ſuſicient power in the government to raiſe ſuch a tax, or 
that it is inexpedient- If gentlemen thought there was not 
fafficient power in the conſtitrionto raiſe duch a tax, it ſuo 
be ſo determined; or, if it were thought that money coul 
be raiſed in a more convenient mode, it was proper to diſcuſs 
the principle, and come to a determination on the ſubject. 
This, he ſaid, was the rational way of proceeding ; for if once 
the principle was determined upon that 4 direct tax was ne · 
ceſſary, a number of objections would be ſoftened down by - 
— — which was ſoen nme. 

It had been breed that a reſalution had book: refered 
to the committee: of ways and means, a them to re» 
port on the ſubject of indirect taxation · He did nat object to 
the reference at the time; but he had na declared that 
that committee had repeatedly attempted in vain' to hit upon 
ſubjects of indirect taxation for further revenue, and that 
they had therefore recommended a ſyſtem of direct taxation. 

The committee had done their duty · Gentlemen may now 
14 22 what they think a neceſſary ſubſtitute; there could 

no advantage in recommitting it, but it ought to ann. 

a a full diſcuſſion i in committee of the whole | 

He hoped the reſolution of the cory from co 
cut would not be adopted, and that they would go into. a 
committee of the whole on the buſineſs. ty 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid the queſtion was now ee they 
ſhould determine upon ſomething; or put it off till another 
time. We want revenue, ſaid Mr. N. and we muſt have 
it; and was it not better, he aſked, to determine upon what 
pins they ſhould act, than to call upon the committee of 
ways and means to report a plan. It was well known, he 
ſaid, nothing but neceſſity could have obliged any member 
9 have propoſed direct taxes. Unleſs they firſt determined 

upon the principle, they ſhould never be able to proceed z 

becauſe, however perfect the ſyſtem might be, objection e 
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would doubtleſs be made to it, and theſe would be made a 
pretence for doing away the bill altogether. He would have 
them now go into an inveſtigation of the ſubject; when the 
tleman from New-York, will of courſe propoſe his tax on 
{alt and rum, andother gentlemen will bring forward their 
ſubſtitutes, ſo that they be able to ſee, whether any 
other effectual mode could be determined upon in 
to the one propoſed ; if not, they would be obliged to unite 
in agreeing to a direct tax. But, if they were called upon to 
decide upon a detailed plan, before they had decided upon the 
principle, it would never paſs. : 
Mr. Buck ſaid, he hoped the committee would not be diſ- 
charged- It ſeemed to be agreed on all hands, when the 
conſtitution was adopted, that direct taxes ſhould not be gone 
into, except in caſes of urgency and neceſſity. It ſeemed 
now to be agreed, that additional revenue was eſſential. The 
ſubject had bevy before the committee of ways and means, 
whoſe peculiar province it was to attend to all money tranſ- 
actions, and they had reported that the period was arrived, 
when it was become neceſſary to reſort to direct taxation ·— 
Why, then, ſhould they ſhrink from the inquiry ? Since they 
had ſaid this was the time, unleſs it were to be preſumed 
they had erred, or members were ready to propoſe ſome 
other means which they think preferable to direct taxes, 
they ought to purſue the report made and take up the buſi- 
neſs. Taxes, he ſaid, were always diſagreeable, and it was 
with reluctance the people conſented to pay any, except they 
ſaw advantage ariſing from the payment of them greater 
than to counterbalance the evil. of paying. He knew alſo 
that a direct tax would be received with reluctance. He 
himſelf would never votg for it, but upon the principle of ne- 
ceſſity. He viewed, therefore, the ſubject to be diſcuſſed, be- 
cauſe if there was any other better way of raiſing the money 
required, he ſhould vote for it; but if not, and there was an 
abſolute neceſſity for revenue, then neceſſity would force 
him to vote for a direct tax. The reaſons aſſigned by the 
gentleman from New-York (Mr. Williams) for wiſhing the 
committee to be diſcharged, via. becauſe he thought indit᷑ect 
taxes might be found to anſwer the purpoſe, induced him to 
wiſh the inquiry to be thoroughly gone into, and that they 
ſhould not amuſe themſelves by referring the report back to 
the committee of ways and means, until they had decided 

that the time was arrived for laying a direct tax. wt 


n 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, that although, in appearance, the differ- 
ence between the propoſition of the gentleman from Connect- 
icut (Mr.-Coit) and that reported by the committee of ways 
and means, was only in form, and not in ſubſtance, yet he 
ſaw Eigener in adopting this propoſition- This dan 
would ariſe, provided there ſhould: be a majority in the 
| houſe determined to vote againſt a ſyſtem of direct taxation 
at all events. If there were ſuch a majority, he ſaid it would 
be well to know it as ſoon as poſſible, that they might either 
determine upon ſome other plan of raiſing revenue, or deter- 
mine to retrench the preſent expenſes of government. 
Many gentlemen might vote for the propoſition of the 
gentleman from Connecticut, who would eventually be a- 
gainſt a ſyſtem of direct taxes; whereas he wiſhed at preſent 
to know whether there was a majority in favour or againſt 
that ſyſtem ; if the majority was againſt it,it would be well to 
Mr. G. ſaid, he did not think any gentleman would be 
pledged by voting for the report of the committee of ways 
and means, to ſupport any bill which might be brought in, in 
conſequence of it, if contrary to his ideas of right. To vote 
for the reſolution, was no more than to ſay, they were wil- 
ling to adopt the ſyſtem, provided it could be ſatisfactorily 
carried into effect. He hoped, therefore, there would be no 
more objections on that ground. He alſo hoped thoſe who 
intended to vote againſt direct taxes, would vote againſt the 
propolition of the gentleman from Connecticut, and go into 
a committee of the whole; when, if they have a majority 
with them, they will vote out the propoſition altogethe. 
He would not then, he ſaid, ſay any thing on the ſubject 
of direct taxation, as it would not be in order. He hoped 
the committee of the whole would not be diſcharged. 
Mr. Craik ſaid, the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
W. Smith) called this a queſtion of principle. He agreed it 
was ſo; but he thought the meaſure propoſed by the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut, would produce the effect ſo much 
wiſhed for. He believed he ſhould be found to go as far as 
any gentleman in adopting efficient meaſures for railing reve- 
nue; but he thought the mode of proceeding chalked out by 
the reſolution now propoſed the beſt. He did not conſider it 
as improper to have. recourſe to direct taxes, whilſt there 
were any ſources of indirect taxation exiſting» There might 
be ſubjects of indirect taxation which it would be improper at 
preſent to reſort to; but his objection to deciding upon the 
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abſtract principle w members had 
objections to the gl wagghis hos mary g the diffic ren 


they. eee e the carey of it into effec, 

than to the principle icſelf- Andi it it 3 vain to tell gen- 

tlemen they might vote againſt the bill, if they did not like it, 
becauſe they knew it was in the aero + er wo 
the bill, however e ble, foro 2d. . 1 

The queſtion. for diſcha rging the, — of the whols 
was put and negatived. T e queſtion;was going to E. 
en on going, into a committee of the hole. 

Mr. Harper faid, he was not more diſpoſed than other, 
members of hat hauſe, 2 aal — bt in the way o 
providing revenue; ner of unnec a” buſi- 
neſs with a vie w of dafeating it hy made | gl 
he believed there was always more danger to be apprehend» 
ed from haſty, than from. low Meme Large bodies like 
theirs, he ſaid, ſufſzred mare from pregipitation, than, 
delay- 1 this ohſervatian as true, as it reſpected ordina} 
legillative buſineſs, it was; much more ſo, as it reſpected 
nange and new objeds of, rr were to 
havy an extenſive operation on * — — 
of the coun was one 2 
be pm 22 EE to this ſubject ty have 
been well ſpent ; as the houſe, however, had not been of ghe 
ſame ſentiment, hut had determined 0 came, to deciſian np: 
on the abſtract principle, he ſnould do, what. gentemen had 
been ſeveral times called upqn to do, vi: ſubmit; to tha we 
of the houſe, à propoſition by. which all. the revenue. which 
government ſtands. in need of, without having recour ſe io the 
tax on land and ſla ves, pr. by the ee Ways 
and means, might with ea ſe he raiſed. 4090 
C5 H. chen propoſed. the. following reoluienseo-che 

tal treats $;- Laney 
6 Reſolved, To the duty — «ou ſalt be ate 
cents per buſhel. | 
te That the duty on that claſs of wares od merchanctize 
imported from foreign countries, which now pays 10 per 
cent. ad valorem be ted to per cen. 

That the duty uch merchandise as pays 124 per cant 


* nted to per cent dial v. 
t the duty o on ſuch merchandizeas pays Is Nec. 


be augmented to per cent. 
Vol, II. | fp 


, 
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. That che duty on Niadeirt Wige be augh Drftel 
per. cent! on the preſent duty. 1 41: wind -* 1: 494 24 3155ido 
«That the duty on Sherty, Lion, and" certain unenu- 
erated be au tec cent on the * 
Ee po oper che 


) 


54. 0 1 wh 19 A 2947 199485 , 

„ That o duty on foreign rits not diſtined from) 

Wers Fate in per cent. on the preſent-duty. © burr 
t the duty 


wk off Bolita' tea be-augmented * - 27 per 

cert. on the preſentduty.' Danna zug xv 

% That the duty en brown let be augmented 40 68 
und. 2 T "; & 734 * 143 4 4 


; That the ſum . be raiſeũ by a duty on ſtamps.” 
That the ſum of be raiſed by a tax on windows} 
* — *apportionment according to conſtitutional rules Der 
different ſtates. ber He df. deat ar Wet ns $a 
Mr. H. faid he ſhould not at eſent pi . 
a diſtuſſion of the principles, as that would do when che cbm · 
mittee of the whole tooł it up: he therefore moved that the 
reſolutions be referred to the committee of the whole houſe 
to whom was referred' the reyare of che committee of ways 


unnd meals. „ Nen iT Kd £385 S102 15.44 TIT: 
The ſpeaker ſaidno' diſcuſſion of the merit could take place 
im the heuffrr..f MR DLITOD 


Mr. Gallatin inquired whether there was not a -eſoluticn 
—.— to the cbinmittee of wa means to the ſame ef- 
ntleman from New: Jerſey: (Mr. N 5 
W EE, 1 that reſdlu tion N 
4 enable ed the propriety of ane $ re: 
folution to the . —— - SACUTIVOY 
Mr. W. Smith wiſhed rather that the reſolution ſhould be 
committed to the committee of the whole; the committee of 
waysand'means, he faid, tad already determined that fuffi- 
cient revenne could not be raiſed from indirect ſources. He 
withed the ſenſe of the committee of the whole” toy de taken 


on that ſubject. ard 239-2501 
The reſolution was referred to che commitree of the 
Whole: , NN 4. 4B 1 i 1174/3 +979 fl 


The houſe then reſolved ſelFinto 4 dees ef 
whole, on the ſubject, Mr. Dent in the chair, 

Mr. Cooper ſaid the reſolution for direct taxes was "Ge 
a nature as to juſtify each member ſpeaking his ſentiments 
freely and fully on a lubje&'fo: intereſting to their conitnon 
country. N | 1 4 
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Direct — he. ſaid, had. always been-confdered as only 
Sink ee de ee te op 8 
opinio opinion, of the framers of the 
conſtitution. This being the conſtrudtion, i it became a queſ - 
tion whether we —— Lone, in that ſituation, whether we 
can ſupport the expenſes gf government; whether we can 
pay tho intereſt and principal af our debt; Whether we can 
meet the Algeriae contract; whether we can keep up our 
ſoreign intercourſe; whether we can, in ſhort, ſupport the 
honour and character of the United States, without having 
recourſe to this method of taxation · If we could do this, he 
4 then this mode Hould be left ang wire till the york, 
0 times. 11 1575 3 

This, he ſaid, was che HE a which the committee 
ought to go, to which every obſtacle I. mould fall. He ſhould 
therefore offer a few ſentiments on the ſubject· 

Mr. ©; ſaid, he had no expectation that 2 direct tax on 
land would meet with the general approbation of the citizens 
of the United States. It did not meet. with his; but, per- 
naps intereſt, he ſaid, might influence him, ſince it would 

OR whole of his.pe property under the law, it would 

bear heavy on him. He ſhould, however, vote for the reſo - 
lution · -He ſhould do ſo becauſe he thought our commerce 
already ſafficiently ſbackled, and becauſe ou citjzens had had 
no experience in window taxes and ſtamp duties, and there- 
fore would not reliſh them; and more, eſpecially, becauſe i in 
times like the preſent, when all Europe was at war, it was 
more difficult, to ſupport our neutrality and honour as a na · 
tion, than in times of peace. They had a number of things 
which put them in mind of difficult times, and he thou Fr 
hae og ſufficiently Nag to make reſort to ſuitable 
pro i 
This being thecaſe, Mr. C. faid, he was ; deſirous to do all 
in his. power to ſecure, an ample and ſubſtantial revenue, in 
order to enable us io meet our engagements. with punctual- 
ity 3 becauſe it was with governments as with families, when 
want approached, they were apt to cenſure each other as a 
cauſe of the evil · This had always been the caſe. The only 
remedy, he ſaid, was to. make proviſion beforehand ; to keep 
oil in our lamp, in order to ſee our way on every ſide. 

Mr. Harper ſaid, they had been informed farther revenue 
was wanted., Every, gentleman who had adyocated a ſyſtem 
of direct taxation had taken means to prove this, which was 
unneceſſary. He admitted the fact in the ampleſt extents = 0 


g 
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he entirely diſſented from. ' 
poſſeſſed ample ſourtes of Severed threugh'eſtabliſhed chan- 


not only to the taſk of indicating to the A moaſüres | 
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there was another poſition of gentlemen in which he by no 


means agreed, viz. chat the ſource ofingire@taxarioniwould; 


if reſorted to, be voptoduttive,” ahd that it had long fitice- 
been exhauſted, e e that we muſt have reeouyſe to 


a land tax to proeure the neceſſary” fupplles. This ſtatement 
W pedfizeued chis country 


nels; to raiſe all the money they wanted. "queſtion; then, 
was'one of expediency, whether this or that mode of raiſing: 
revenue ſhall be adopted: And here he'wauld ohſerve, that 
however the tax was laid, it muſt be paid by che people; the 
poſſeſſor of the ſoil and eonſumer muſt pay. The whole 
queſtion was, which way will be the moſt convenient to draw 
the ſum wanted from them? Whether by a eircuitots'and 
indirect mode, or by à direct and poſitive method. In com- 


-paring theſe different modes of taxation; it would be neceſſ 
| _—_ 


to take a vie v of the difference: of circumſtances w 
tinguiſhed this country from others, of whoſe prafiice in 
this reſpect we had ſome knowledge: 2 TE 

He confeſſed there were great difficylties' attending this 
ſubject. He was not aſhamed to confeſs himſelf very ui 


would be proper to be taken, but even of judging for hi 
on the ſubject. It was a ſubject which had engaged" for 4 
long time the beſt talents of this country, atid there ſtill exiſt. 
ed a divifion of '6pinion about which was the beſt mode” of 
raiſing revenue; but, when an individual was called — 
form a judgment, however difficult the taſk may be; jult 
take ſome courſe ox other, and in his choice he could only be 
directed by his own underftunding, improved {Nu been, 
by the experience of others. 

Since the ſubject was full of difficulties on all ſides; be fad, q 
they had only to chooſe between evils. He was of opinion 
that whatever objections might be brought againſt che y 
tem of indirect taxation, that the inconveniences of that ſyſ 
tem were far leſs than thoſe which would be found ina fyſf-\ 
tem of direct taxation. With reſpect to a land tax, or tax on 
real property, there were circumſtances in which he bee ved 
it the very beſt mode of raiſing revenue which could be adopt 
ed, viz. in a country where wealth and population were 
equally c diffuſed throughout the whole territory ; where mar- 
kets were, of courſe, every where convenient; where a/far- 
mer could eaſily exchange his labour for another man's labour, 


or "where produce ſold every where at nearly the ſame price. 
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In ſuch a country, he believed a land tax was a very good 
tax; there the ratio upon which ſuch a tax might:be:equally 
laid, was readily attainable; but, in our en rater 
the ſituation of things was totally different. 

It was well known, that che great population and-wealth, 
of this country lay near the ſea coaſt, and that, in p 
as it was receded from, che population — nab che: 
country comparatively: poor by be removed 2 
market for the produce of the ſoil-/ The exchange 2 
man removed 300 miles from the coaſt was ſo 
much of what hie ſent to market was waſted by expenſe 
of conveyance-' Hence refults, ſaid he, the ſcartity of money 
vhich exiſts in the interior of a — like ours, which ren- 
ders the payment of a ſmall ſum inconvenient, and this dif- 
fulty cannot be removed by any regulation which can be 
ineroduced- A man on the Monongahely called upon for 
twenty ſhillings, would find it lie — upon him than 
a farmer on the Delaware would find twenty pounds lie 
upon him, as de would experience more than twenty times 
the difficulty in procuring the money ; for, from the ſcarcity 
of circulating medium, in remote firaations, ir was almoſt im- 
poſſible to convert the moſt valuable articles of produce into 
money, whit perſons liying near a good market ne able 
to ſell ths med wing artic 14 be good price. - 

- Theſe — ſo well verified in that part of the 
country with which he was betracquainted, that though the 
moſt" equitable valuation had taken place, yet a tax which 
had vote laid in conſequence of that — had been cul 
lected with ehe ateſt difficulty; 

It would be found, * from cheſe danowonts (or 
the truth of which be appealed to every gentleman whio had 
thought upon the ſubject) that let direct taxes be laid in what 
ever manner , might, they would bear * — hard in 
ſome: cuſes, though they might be perfectiy light in others. 
This he conſidered as one of the greateſt objections to a land 
tax, an objection which did not exiſt in European countries, 
as they are fall of inhabitants, and the farmer 1 5 way 
where a market for his produce. 

Indire& taxes, on the contrary; Mr. H. ſaid, . 
ed with facility, and were voluntarily paid. If a man found 
himſelf pinched for money, he might refrain from purchaſing, 
at leaſt for a time, of ſuch — as were taxed, and not im- 
mediately neceſſaries of life, or he would make a lefs quantity 
ſerye him; but a direct tax could not be avoided, however 
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unable a man might be to pay. it. Hence, he ſaid, would ariſe 
executions and a variety of diſtreſs amopgit that claſs of citi- 
zens who were unable to meet the demands of government. 
Another objection, not leſs ſirongs to direct —_— 7 | 
the impoſſibility: of apportioning fuchia tax equally. - 
I Wi N —— SYN the expreſſion -· He 
was deſirous of hearing how. the committee of ways and means 
meant to appor tion and collect this tax; but this information 
was withheld, and they were called upon to agree tothe 
principle without any plan of carrying it into effect He faid 
it was impoſſible from two cauſes 3 markets being 
remote in ſome parts and convenient in others, and conſe - 
quently land being of much. leſs value in ſome: parts than in 
others, and from the vaſt inequality which took place im pro- 
portion to population and to the improved or unimproved 
ſtate of agriculture»: So that ſome parts of the ſame diſtrict 
were of much more value than others, and even ſome farms 
more than others, from the ſuperior ſkill. and induſtry of their 
2 poſſeſſora, or of thoſe, who heretofore: poſſeſſed them - 


here was no part of the country, be, ſaid, where this remark. 
would not be verified. Combine with this circumſtance, the 
| contiguity and diſtance from markets, and the impoſſibility 
of an equal apportionment; would appear evident. Nor was 
the diſtance from a market alone to be conſidered, but roads 
were an inſurmountable objection in ſame parts of the coun- 
try. How theſe difficulties: were to be overcome, he was at 
a loſs to ſee · He believed ſuch a tax could not be laid with 
any degree of juſtice. It had been attempted in ſome ſtates; 
in ſome it had been found impracticable, and in others attend- 
ed with very great inconvenience · In the ſtate which he re- 
preſented, it had been attempted upon a principle which ſeem · 
ed to be generally approved; but it had been found that a, 
man who poſſeſſed land of four times the value of his neigh - 
haves paid no higher a tax than he who poſſeſſed the poor 
xs > FI 1 . g 
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What, ſaid Mr. H. muſt then be done? Would you re- 
ſort. to an aſſeſſment? If ſo, you embrace an immenſe. ex- 
penſe. For an aſſeſſor to go through the United States, and 
claſs every farm according to its value, would not only be 
very expenſive, but it would require a very long time to ac- 
compliſh ſuch a+ buſineſs; and the expenſe could not be 
ſtated at leſs than from twenty to forty, per cent · the firſt 
year upon the ſum raiſed. · And to preſerve any thing like a 
juſt valuation, it muſt frequently be repeated, as from emi. 
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ration, population, fertility, and a variety of other cauſes, the 
— — was continually changing, and thereby the 
expenſe: would become very heavy. Beſides, from the attach- 
ments and intereſts of the perſons employed on ſuch an oc- 
caſion, there would be no certainty of obtaining a juſt valu- 
ation; it woulda | q incaleulable. got * A 
After alb it woulo de impoſſible to come at the real value of 
land ; the careleſſneſs of your collectors will be found a great 
obſtacle, their indolence will prompt them to haſten over their 
buſineſs without that attention neceſſary to ſuch a material 
object. Will your aſſeſſors go through the woods; juſtly, eſti- 
mate the value of every farm, jer the relative worth as 
it reſpects ſituation, ſoil and culture? No, fir, ſaid he, they 
will care about nothing ſo much as pocketting the ſalary 
you allow them: hence many would be aſſeſſed four times 
more, and others not half the value of their land. In ſmall 
and thickly inhabited diſtricts ĩt may be more equalized; but 
when the aſſeſſor has to explore thoſe parts where to aſſeſs 
five or ſix individuals it would require four or ſive weeks, is 
an idea which would deter reaſonable men from attempting 
ſuch a ſcene . In other countries where land tax was obtain- 
ed it was not ſo; there the are moſtly under yearly rent, 
the rent will there eſtimate the value of the property, and 
afford the means to collect the tax; no difficulty could there 
ariſe in the apportionment, but in this country almoſt every 
man in the country lives on his on land. Gero acl een 
Viewing all theſe objections, therefore, he believed it 
would be allowed, if it was not impoſſible, it was at leaſt im 
practicable to any good effect to lay an equal land tax.', 
+ Theſe objections, he remarked, could mot be urged againſt 
indirect taxation; but there were ather objections . They were 
told that the ſource of indirect taxation was ſo far eullauſted, 
that to increaſe theſe taxes would riſk the introduction of 
ſmuggling, by which the morals of individuals would be: de- 
ſtroyed, and the revenue diminiſhed-. Tbeſe, he allowed, if 
true, were very ſerious objections; but he denied their/truth. 
How did ĩt appear that this ſource had been ſo much exhauſt- 
ed that no addition could be made without introducifig ſmug - 
gling There was no ſtatement to prove this; but he believed 

e ſhould. produce a ſtatement which would prove the contra - 
ry. He: believed the duties on ſeveral articles were rapidly 
increaſing. This proved that the duty was paid with eaſe 
and convenience, and that it might be augmented, without 
danger. Bat they were told; that whulſt the re venue depend · 
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upoti' commeree, It: was:ibthepower af foreign . nations 
greatly-toembarrafs it, andutterly todeſtroy; kbp ver hb 
this country=0 The propriety. / Emer | 
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— cis we predicament, as our reſources ond 
2 foreign articles imported z ani we — 
ng 5 thoſe duties, ſiner we were: as 
— under that — whilſt five: anilions, were 
drawwfrom rhat ſource, af double the ſor was drann from 
a dry He believed not; but that ane 

increaſed, without increafing the danger or evil. 

He believed, however, — this objection was ſo falidas to 
command attention, and to require us to ſhape our courſe. ac« 
cordingly-- He believed it was. adviſahle for them ta turn 
their eyes from foreign to domeſtic ſources of revenue, aud 
commence; a-ſyftem, which. may be increaſed as neceſſicy may 
require, and upon Which may be transferred 1 atleaſt of 
that / duty which. is at preſent drawn from N ſourcees. 
This, he thought, r A! Oy Denn 
to be his intention PR 1 
There was another: peint. of ew Jo PV wo he 
ſnould propoſe recommended. itſelf. They all knew; money 
wasigmiediately wanted. They were not to project a revenue 
which would bewanted:by and by ; 1, 200, 0 dollars wert 
wanted direMly: : This fom, he ſaid, might Inimediately; be 
drawn from: eftabliched channels; but how long a time, he 
aſked; would it take to raiſe it by a direct tax? Thoſe who 
were beſt acquainted with the ſabjeR, would be able. 10 lay 
there was always great uncertainty in ne ſources of reve- 
8 when the object of taxation was entirely un. 
ces might hereafter juſtif/ 4 tramfer of a 
pare fades, but, at preſent, the ſyſtem of taxes already 
- ould he veſorted to, as in that there could be no 


decepion; e hoon: to-alkc for en 
it would be theres © 730 9 51 15 B F 2 
He believetdir would be * e den beer 


his gpnieratobſervarictison the introduction df this ſubjett; 
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he ſhould now. ſubmit tb the committee d fick of object 
«hich he meant to propoſe in place of à direct tax on land: 
He did not mean this as à complete ſyſtem; ſome of the arti- 
cles might - enough. ſtruck. oiit, and others 
;acroduced. ' He inte more to recommend the plan than 
any particular object. He would, bowever, point hut bas | 
ſources which had: ſtruck him as proper ta he reſorted td, 
leave the committee to determine. upon the propriety of a - 
dopting or rejecting them: gel ot e ole bad 
1it. Salt at preſent paid twelve cents pet buſhel, and the clear; 


increaſe of duty from 1793 to 1795s had beep from 247,008, 
to 345,000 Uollars:.. This increaſe, he ſaid; proved that the. 
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reſent duty was nd way burdenſome, as the cu 
had greatly increaſed: - He therefore propoſed an [addition 
of twelve cents per buſhel, which would make an'increafe. of 
duty of at leaſt 300,000 dollars, If it was thought this was 
too great an increase, a leſs miglit be adopted. It might be 
ſaid this was taxing a neceſſary of life; but, he ſaid, If ſalt 
were taxed he could uſe what he pleaſed of it ; but the ſame 
remark would not hold good with reſpect to a tax on land: 
Three buſhels of ſalt would ſerve a labouring man, his wiſe 
and three or four children à year, or admitting it to be four 
buſhels, this additional duty would bnly amount to half a dol- 
lar, and what portion of a land-tax; would fall lighter. than 
this? It would be ſaid ſalt was uſed for tattle Ir 3 The 
quantity uſed for this purpoſe, he believed was ſmall:.- A, 
buſhel of ſalt would be enough for thirty cattle iti a year; but 
if it were two buſhels, the additional duty would only, be a 
quarter of a dollar, which would not be felt by a man who 
kept this number of cattle ; and if his number was larger; 
and he were a dealer, thoſe to whom he ſold them would pay 
the duty. The ſame obſervation would hold good with re- 
ſpe& to ſalt uſed in ſalting up proviſions for ſafſee. 
2d. His next object was an augmentatitn of the tax on 
foreign merchandize which at preſent paid ten per cent: ad 
valorum. This duty, he ſaid, had increaſed ſrom 1793 to 
1795, from 455,000 to 1,781,000 dollars: There had, in- 
deed, been a ſmall increaſe of duty between 1793 and 17943 
which operated in 1794; but the increaſe of duty had not been 
by any means equal to this increaſed produce; arid this "nk 


the caſe, it might be concluded the duty had been paid wit 
convenience, and that it would bear ari augmentation; a 


more particularly if it was recollected that the articles/includ- 
led in thisclaſty werp moſtly * of luxury and epente, 
OL: II. 
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ted, reiben making! a material Aifferectes4o_k His — 
He would propoſe xd adgment this clafs' of articles to bien 
per tent. which w produce $00,000: dollars. 
Almoſt the hne Gf thijs'thaſs were articles of experice! 
and luxury ſew bre articles of neceffity.— It is compoſed of 
bottles, wire, anchors, locks, blank books; bruſhes, ſticks, cot» 
tons] muflins, callicoes, ſattin, ſilks, corduroys, velverets, &c. 
will not thefe cat en the rich that are able 'to-pay- If you 
only add twentyt ſeden and half per cent, it Will yrodace 
25z000' dollars: 26 16913 Otten nun 

. . The twelve and an balf per cent duties, ad maria 

den. had whhin the period adobe Weotigadd, riſen thus, 
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„44 17934 ego. ö n nl in n | - 83,000 
"41794, 160 ; e re, oy 247,000 
_ 1795, 1: a OE J eee "i 645,000 
562 1 8 or Be * 1 a 121 10 DB: ——— 
Ali si „se Ain. t hin eit 10 el 69,000 


This duty hwy fnervaſes Hive. fold (allowing Foe ſmall 
| increaſe of duty us in the former caſe) it might very well be 
ne, eſpetialſy as the articles im this claſs were alſo ar- 
es of luxury and expence . Suppoſe two and a half per 
cent · be added to this ctaſs it would pt odute 100,000 dollars. 
Thie articles int "his. chats ire Printed eviions, moſlins, man- 
ufactured wood, c. 911167 0 
»gthi\ His next objelras tar claſs of fareign mereltndine 
which at preſem Paid fifteen * per cent.  The'ner revenue of 
this elaſs in'17 Was 81;000 in” 1994; ' 362,000, in 1795, 
883; $60 dollars” This clafs of — te 5 was 3 
ingly numerous, and cbmpriſed many articles of general con- 
ſumptien by all claſſes of the community, but alſo ſome of ex- 
* pence Perhaps it would not be adviſable to increaſe the duty 
very. much on this claſs, particularly as many of the articles 
erefuch as were manufactured in this country, and to in- 
tools the duty too much, might encourage à monopoly a- 
 moripſt'our inanvfatturets it home, which he'would/wiſh'to 
voi e ſhould think; however, twenty-five per cent. up- 
6n the' preſent amount. might very well de Wy which nn 
produce 100, 00 dollars. 
In this claſs are compriſed. wenches, clocks, plated wares 


Bard! ware, && c. 
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Madeira wine was an article, the duty upon which might 
be increaſed, though it was already pretty high. In a 793 
this duty had produced 411 7,000 dollars, in 1794, 152,060z4n 
1795, 199,006" dollars. The conſumption; it appeared; had 
increaſed very conſiderably, and he thought it would: at leaſt 
bear ten per cent. upon the preſent fluty, which would pro- 
duce 15,000 dollars. He believed this might be done; but if it 
ſhould be doubtful,itmight be dropped without inconveniences 

Sherry, Liſbon, 'and certain other enumerated wines, the 
duties upon which he believed had. increaſed more than upon 
Madeira, he propoſed an avgmentation 9 ſhould be 
equal to 15, oo0 dollars. ae 

Foreign Spirits not diſtilled from rin; as: jamongſ.th 
objects on which' an augmentation might take place. This 
article produced in 1793, 898, ooo dollars, in 1794, aw 
ooo, in 1795, 1,400,008." The drawback in 4795 
been greater than in the preceding year. He would aug- 
ment this duty 10 per cent on the preſent Amount, which 
would produce 100,000 dollars. 

Bohea Tea was an article of great conſomgtion, awkick at 
preſent paid 10 cents per Ih. In 1793 this article had pro- 
duced 163,000 dollars, in 1794, 226,000, and in 1795, 222, 
ooo. He ſaid he was not ſo certain with reſpect to the 
propriety of increaſing the duty upon chis article as upon 
others. The ſmallneſs of its bulk made it a convenient article 
ſor ſmuggling, and it would not, therefore, be prudent to 
advance the duty too high upon it. He thought, however, 
10 per cent might be added. to it, which would. produce! bor 
ooo dollars. 

Brown Sugar, he ſaid, now paid 1 cent per Ib. It had 
produced in 1793, 646,000 dollars, in 1794, 510,000, in 
1795, 710,000 dollars. This duty of "—_— having been 
found a very light duty, being more ſo than the duty upon 
moſt other foreign articles, he would propoſe to augment it 
one cent per Ib. which would produce 499,000 e 
or half a cent would produce 200, ooo dollars. 

Theſe augmentations added togethery : he: ſaid, would 
amount to 1,450,000 dollars. ö 

This ſum, he believed, — be very well raiſed by ads 
ditional impoſts, which was a greater ſum than; was Wanted; 

1,200,000 dollars being the —— ſum required. The aug 
mentations which he had propoſed might therefore be 
r2duced. This additional revenue, he ſaid, would be raiſed 
without an increaſe of expence of one cent in the pound. 
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by 2 of collection already eſtabliſhed, and underſtood, 
and might be produced without delay, uncerfainty or extra 


ſev 
Rep He propoſed alſo that — dollars ſhould be raiſed by 
Stamps, and 150, or 200, ooo by a tax on windows. 
— theſe,” i faid, not ſo much with a view to 
| revenue, but ag a means of transfering degrees 
the revenue from foreign to a domeſtic ſource; He had no 
doubt that a tax on ſtamps might be made to * 500, 
ooo dollars, and a tax on windows 4,000,000 if wanted. 
This might alſo be done with great facility; and would be 
infinitely preferable to a land tax, as it would fall equally 
n alt parts of 'the Union. He was not ſure but a tax 
upon hearths might not be ſtill better z and by theſe meaſures 
they would ſee how far they could go in why revenue 
from internal inſtead of f ſources. 
This he ſaid, muſt be gradu ual. The firſt thing 
was to 9 a tax, which might take ſeveral years to 
bring to perfection. In the mean time, ſhould get 
what was immediately wanted from the ſources he had alrea- 
dy pointed out; and in caſe of future wants; could 
have recourſe to the Stamp and Window or Hearth-Tax. 
Mr. Harper concluded with faying, he was ſenſible the 
plan he had {propoſed was an imperfect one; but as gentle- 
men had been cautioned againſt objecting to the ſyſtem of 
direct taxation, except they produced a ſubſtitute, he had 
produced this, which might be added to or diminiſhed from 
as the Committee ſhould ſee proper. He was convinced of 
the neceſſi - further revenue, and he believed that the 
patriotiſm o people of — country would induce them 
ro pay . tax x they might be conyinced was neceſſary. 
Mr. 8. Smith, from the committee to whom it was re- 
ferred to enquire whether any and what amendments were 
neceſſary in the a& relative to the Military Eſtabliſhments, 
made à report, recommending fund dry alterations, the prin- 
„ which was the repeal of that part of the act which 
to light dragoons, and to a major general and his ſtaff. 


The report ware . to he committed 0 a committee of 


e whole. 

Mr. Madiſon; From the committee to hom was referred 
| the confidential communication received from the Preſident 
of the United States j a few da aga, 1 notice that he 
kad a'report to make on the ſubject; houſe and galle- 
ries were accordingly cleared. 

This buſineſs finiſhed, the houſe Adjourned till Monday. 
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8 Foſter from the committee. of chime give in ge 
on the. petition of Frederic Hebner. It ſtated that the claim 
had been cleared off in 1784, and complained of the im- 
propriety of applying to the * ene. (proper: Exarhina- 
tion before hand. 

Mr. Muhlenberg ſaid that the p had been given in 
by him. The fact had proved to be that the executors of the 
4 to whom the balance was due, never had received one 
arthing. There was —_— reaſon to think that the 
had been obtained by ä in virtue of a forged 
power of A 1 as he believed, would be proved 
in a court of ju! ice. He did not mean to object to the 
—— He only ſtated this excuſe for the petitioner. "The 

report, tiving the petition, was agreed to. DNS > 

Mr, Foſter alſo reported on the petition of Andrew Dunſ- 
comb which report was unfay e to the petitioner z but 
on Mr. Greenup obſerving the — not preſent who 
wiſhed to advocate it, the e OP OY 
on the table. 

Mr. New moved that the of James Garnett 
tce and executor of James Mercer, preſented laſt Seſſion 
referred to the Committee to whom was referred the ale of 
Jands in the North Weſtern territory,”' © | 

Mr. Ames moved a reſolution to the following effect, viz. 
« That the Committee of. Cammerce and Manufactures be 
directed to enquire whether it would not be expedient for 
the better ſe of navigation, to place a number of Buoys 
within and near the harbour of W and report by bill or 


otherwiſe,” Agreed to. 
Wa the collector of 


Mr. Havens ted 2 Ya Ian 
Cuſtoms and evenue 4g klar Long-Iſland 
praying 2 increaſe of 42 1 0 as 

Mr. Sherborne preſent a petition | Jeremiah | 
Libbey, Poſtmaſter of Portſmouth (N. H.) to the ſame effect; 
both of which were referred to the Committee of Commerce 
and Manufactures. 

Mr. Milledge preſented a petition from William Matthews, 
elsrk to the iſſary of the State of Georgia, for com- 
penſation. Referred to — Committee of claims. 

A report was given in from the committee appointed to 
enquire if any additional rules were ncedful to be added s 
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the ſtanding rules of the houſe. The report contained 2 
rule which was, that when a member is to give in a petition 
he muſt previouſly ſtate the ſubſtance of it, and if it appears 
that. another bas already been offered on the ſame ſubject, 
cFxamined and rejected, it is not to be received. It was read, 
2nd ordered to lie on the table. «12401 rte not be 
Mr, W. Smith, from the Committee of ways and means, 
made a report on the ſubject of appropriations, which was 
twice read and committed to àa Committee of the whole. 
Mr. Harper laid a reſolution on che table, directing dhe 
ef of the Treaſury to lay at ſtated periods certain ſtates, 
ments of duties and drawbacks, before the Houſ. 
Mx. W. Smith ſaid the attorney general had been directed 
do make a report to Congreſs in March 1795, relative to a 
claim of the State of Georgia to certain lands, which had 
never been made to that Houſe, but to the Senate only. He 
ſaid the land in queſtion was of great extent and value, and 
ſome meaſure ought to be taken on the ſubject. He therefore 
propoſed. that a meſſage ſhould be ſent to the attorney general 
for.a copy of that report. Agreec. N 
Mr. M: Ibone ſaid; he found it, inconvenient to attend 
both the Committees of Commerce and ManufaQtures and 
the Committee of claims, and defired to be excuſed from at- 
tending upon the Committee of claims. He was excuſed, 
and his colleague Mr, Potter was appointed. 
houſe then went. into a committee of the whole, Mr, 
Dent in the chair, oh: the report of the committee of ways 
and means on the ſubject of further revenue. 5 by 
Mx. Henderſon. Mr. Chairman, I am very ſenſible that 
aur preſent revenue ſyſtem is not ſufficiently productive, to 
anſwer the exigencies of government, and that it is neceſ- 
ſary, during the preſent ſeſſion, to adopt ſome meaſures to 
unproye it. This, J believe, will be: admitted by all, and 
the only queſtion. is, as to the mode by which it ſhall be ac- 
compliſhed. 5 n 7 2 1 Nes 
To modes of obtaining an increaſe of revenue, are eon- 
templated. The one, by extending the preſent ſyſtem of in- 
direct taxation, as far as prudence will admit— The other, 
by having recourſe to direct taxation. „ 
Upon taking a. comparative view of the two different 
modes the advantages that appear to my mind, to ariſe out 
of and flow from the firſt, have ſo much the preponderance, 
that., JI cannot give my aſſent to the adoption of the other, 
untii the improvement of the ſyſtem of individual taxation, 
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kas been fairly tried, and ſhall prove infufficient to meet as 
neceſſary expenditures of government. 

Sir, I will take the liberty to b of Ss — 
vantages that the preſent ſyſtem poſſefieyy which cannot be 
attached to the ne one. This ſyſtem has been organized, 
for a conſiderable length of time, and the citizens have got 
zccuſtomed to, and are. generally well-fatisfied with it. It 
can be extended without any change in the f on Qr: pers 
haps the appointment” of 9 officer. It will oceaſion 
the leaſt poſſible expenſe in che collection. It is the moſt 
caſy, and agreeable: mode of raiſing revenue from our citi- 


zens, in the power of government to adopt. They pay the 
tax voluntarily and imperceptibhy ; they have an option, to 
conſume much or little; and — ates if rang 2-ma..abee 
ſumption, will be their contribution to the revenue. 
Th Ho 2 ariſing wy ſyſtem, has been in 4 
ſtate of progreſſion ever fince em was got into 
ration, hd I truſt may be preſerved in 4 how" 4 any It B 
believe, anſwered the moſt ſanguine expectations of its pro» 
moters, and I have very little doubt on my mind, but that it 
would have met all the common exigencies of government, 
if there had not, of 1 Gen ſome very extraordinary and 
heavy expences, gs goon ugmented our public debt. 
Sir, with regard to the ſyſtem — direct taxation, almoſt 
every member who has advocated the meaſure; acknowledges 
that it will be attended with conſiderable embarraſſment, and 
I believe the opinion to be well founded:; Great innovations 
upon ſyſtems of taxation, are generally embarraſſing. , It i 
to us unexplored ground. The 1 of revenue, by co- 
erſion from our citizens, a rs to me one of the moſt 
delicate and difficult 80 government: can engage in- 
Beſides the danger of encreaſing the excittment of the pubs 
lic mind, and of alienating the affections of our citizens 
from the preſent government, I think that the difficulty f 
levying a land tax upon principles of equal juſtice. (a princi- 
ple that ought. always to be kept in view) will be almoſt in- 
ſuperable. This ——— ſo fully and ably diſeuſſed 
by the member from South Carolina, who was laſt up on the 
fabjeQt, that there is little room for any further remarks 
upon it. I will proceed to obſerve, that this ſyſtem wilkre- 
quire an entire new organization, which: cannot be carried 
into operation ſhort of a very heavy expence, and the earlieſt 
probable time that it will 1 2ford aid to our revenue Will be 
conſiderably remote. Wich regard-to the expences oſ the 


11 


— Sceretary of the Treaſury appears to have been 
ſenſible that the the collettion of taxes in this wa _— ES be very | 

A 2 report upon 
xc {um of 1,484, 00 
he; deducts for 
adrements, . erroneous FIT ours rges of ages 

teen per cent, amounting to. 222,000 | 

net proceeds of the tax 1,262, 400 dallars, —— —— 
exceeding the expences of collection under the — ſyſtem, 
2 view of which. I will attempt 22 as contained in 
the laſt ſtatement of the Secretary of the Treaſury, ſhewing 
the amount of duties upon imports, tonnage, &c. Ibe 
net proceeds are ſtated at 7,959,409: 70 dollars, and the ex- 
q collection are ſtated at atio, 359 21 dollars, mak - 
between three and an half and four per centum. The 


Bir the gentleman from Pennfylranin who! was Grit upan 

this ſubject, regretted exceedingly that a ſyſtem of direct 

For my part, | dir adopted. long ſince government; 
1 di E rom that g 2 


For my 


a] ne TY 2 — 


OLE 


is engaged in the — 3g _ am in the — a aL 
line, which, perhaps, may account for our great difference 
in opinion upon this point. However conſonant it — 
to the feelin eee eee eee 

citizens, to NN 
that the gentle: nan, with all the force of cloquence and rea- 
ſoning that he is poſſeſſed of, will never be able to convince 
the great body of the yeomanry of this country, that it will 
be more for . intereſts to collect the revenue at the ex- 
3 per oent, than „ er AMPA 


* it appears chat che gentleman. from Pennſylvania. has 
Ii in contemplation, to throw the whole burthen of govern- 
ment upon the farmer. If I recolle& right, his words were 
theſe, the wealth of the country mult have become ſo con- 
6derable, from the high price which every PAINT pros 


„ 
uuction had long been at, as to enable them very well to 
ſupport the expences of government.” — With regard to 
which, I would obſerve that under the preſent ſyſtem, in my 
opinion, the farmer generally bears an equitable proportion 
of the expences of government. There may be ſome few 
exceptions, as it is impoſſible that any revenue ſyſtem can be 
eſtabliſned that will operate a in proportion to wealth 
upon every citizen, and it would be highly impolitic to lay the 
whole burthen of the revenue _=_ any one patticular claſs 
or deſcription of citizens, but the ſureſt policy, is to let both 
agricultural and commercial bear their r as they now do. 

The gentleman farther obſerved, « that if peace was made 
between the nations at war, he had no doubt, but there 
would be à defalcation of the revenue.” He offered no 
reaſons to ſupport his opinion, and as I am of a different 
opinion, I will, in a few words offer the reaſons why I think 
our revenue, inſtead of meeting with any conſiderable ſhock | 
from that event (ſo ardently to be wiſhed for by every hu- 
mane mind, by every true American) will be improved: 
Commerce depends chiefly upon wealth and population. If 
peace ſhould take place, our wealth and population will pro- 
greſs very faſt; I think we may — ealculate upon 
a larger ratio of wealth and population emigrating from all 
parts of Europe to America: In proportion to the increaſe 
thereof will be the'demand for, and conſumption of import- 
ed articles. Our commetce will not only be continued with 
the old, but be extended to new markets, which will of 
courſe, increaſe the quantity of impoſts and tonnage, and 
in proportion as they are increaſed, will our revenues bo 
augmented, - | $9523 e 


The gentleman obſerved that, with feſpect to the exciſe, 
he need not ſay how unproductive it had been. The article 
of. ſnuff, inſtead of producing any thing, had brought the 
revenue in debt : and that the exciſe-on another article, had 
called forth the military to enforce it. Sir, if the gentleman 
had attended to the report gf the Secretary of the "Treaſury, 
ipeaking on this ſubject of internal revenue, he would not 
have made ſo unqualified an Expreſſion as to the produce of 
the exciſe. The Secretary of the Treaſury informs, that 
the product of the internal revenues for the preſent year will 
be conſiderably more than the year paſt, for the year paſt 
they were ſtated at between 300,000 and 460,000 dollars. 
With regard to the article of ſnuff, it is obvious to every 
* that this aroſe from the advantage that was taken of the 
oL. II. 1 
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law, but the law being ſuſpended, there can be no further 
loſs; and I think that when it ſhall be amended, we may 
count upon a net product hereafter from that article. With 
regard to the article that the gentleman alludes to, that the 
exciſe upon had called forth the military to inforce it, I 
would only remark, that it is now becoming certainly pro- 
duCtive, and generally ſatisfactory, and as to the unhappy 
circumſtance of the military being called forth, I believe 
that it was not owing to any inherent principle of the law, 
but much more to extraneous cauſes, which I ſhall not at- 
tempt to explain. The gentleman went on to obferve that 
the augmentation of the duties would not prove an augmen- 
tation of our revenues. I believe that opinion to be incor- 
rect, and I think if the gentleman had attended to the final 
operations of our government, he would not have advanced 
it.—Sir, our duties have been repeatedly raiſed, and daily 
experience convinces 'us that our reyenue has uniformly 
been in a ſtate of progreſſion. —Sir, the gentleman endea- 
voured to enforce his argument by referring to the recom- 
mendation. of the Preſident of the United States upon the 
ſubject. For my part I would ever with to pay all due re- 
ſpect to the recommendations of the Preſident, as I fincerely 
believe that they are founded in wiſdom and patriotiſm, But 
until the gentleman can change the phraſeology of the Pre- 
ſident's recommendations upon the occaſion, he cannot make 
the argument apply. The Preſident has never in any com- 
munication that I have met with, conveyed the idea of a land 
tax being neceflary, and I contend that we are as much com- 
plying with his recommendation by raiſing the revenue want- 
ed in the one mode, as we would be in the other. 

Sir, as members are called upon for a ſubſtitute, and to 
"ey ſuch items of indirect taxation as they judge proper 

r that purpoſe, I will take the liberty to mention a few in 
addition to many that were enumerated by the gentleman 
from South-Carolina, that appear to me as proper objects to 
embrace or to extend the duty upon. And firſt, with regard 
to ſuch as have not yet been noticed by government ; of this 
deſcription are all theatrical exhibitions, porter manufactured 
within the United States, clocks and watches. It will be 
obvious, at firſt view, that theſe are articles of convenience 
or luxury, that are generally uſed by thoſe who are the moſt 
able to bear the burthen of government and may be uſed or 
omitted at pleaſure. —Sir, with regard to theatrical exhibiti- 
ons, we need only to turn our eyes to the large and expen- 
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five buildings occupied for thoſe purpoſes to convince us that 
the ſources of private revenue derived from their exhibitions 
muſt be very extenſive, and if fo that they will be a proper 
object to raiſe ſome public revenue from.— With d to 
porter manufactured within the United States. I think there 
may be ſome revenue derived therefrom with as much pro- 
priety as from ſpirits diſtilled, and the manufacturer might 
be protected by an additional duty upon imported porter.— 
With regard to clocks and watches they are articles of conve- 
nience, chiefly uſed by thoſe who would not be diſtreſſed by 
a ſmall tax, and I am inclined to think, from the great num- 
ber in uſe, that a conſiderable ſum might be raiſed from 
them.—With regard to articles that will bear an extenſion 
of duty, I agree in opinion with the gentleman from South- 
Carolina, Who gave us ſo full a detail upon the ſubject, as 
to the greater part of the imported articles, 'and ſhould have 
been glad if he had included all kinds of teas, inſtead of 


'confining his calculations to bohea only, and alſo beer, ale, 


and porter, among the claſs of liquors. —With regard to the 
f opinion that they will all bear an addition 
of duty, from this one conſideration, that we uſe them upon 
better terms at preſent, under the duty they pay, 
we formerly uſed the inferior kind—With regard to beer, ale, 
and porter, I would propoſe an additional tax, not only to 
aid the revenue but to protect the manufacturer among our 
ſelves. Of the duty paid upon theſe articles, I expect that 
foreigners would pay the greater part as they generally give 
imported the preference. I am inclined to think that if the 
duty may be raiſed upon imported, it may alſo be raifed 
upon ſpirits manufactured in the United States. 

Sir, I would wiſh to make one or two obſervations u 
the ſtatement made by the gentleman from South-Carolina, 
who gave us a detail of the expenſes and the — revenue 
of government, I find in his, ſtatement of the probable reve- 
nues from exiſting laws, under the item of duties on impoſts 
and tonnage, the amount of 5,588,961 dolls, computed as 
the annual net proceeds, I find in the ſtatement made by the 
Secretary of the Treaſury, wherein he exhibits a general view 
of the amount of revenue upon impoſts and tonnage for the 
year 1795, the net proceeds to be calculated at 7,959,409. 
70 dolls. making a difference of 2,370,448 70 dolls. I 
find alſo in the report of the Secretary of the Treaſury, upon 
the ſyſtem of direct taxes, the following obſervation, viz. 
What the product of the preſent year will be, cannot be 
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et known; although it is certain that it will exceed, con- 
Hiderably, that of the year, 1795.” The net proceeds 
of the year 1795, being as I before mentioned 7, 
959,409. 70 dolls. and being informed by the Secretary 
of the Treaſury that the amount of duties upon impoſts and 
tonnage this year will with certainty conſiderably exceed that 
ſum, I am at a loſs to determine upon what principle the 
entleman has founded his calculation of 5,588, 96 dolls, 
Pr the true amount of annual revenue, unleſs he ſhould - 
have taken it only from the actual receipts, which I ſhould 
ſuppoſe would not be correct, becauſe the difference between 
the receipts of caſh in the 'Treaſury, and the amount of du- 
ties muſt create a debt due the Treaſury in the hands of 
ſome | body that muſt be paid, and will prove in aid of the 
revenue. I make no doubt but. that the gentleman who 
gave us the ſtatement from his knowledge of . ſubject, and 
uſual correctneſs, can explain the reaſons of the difference. 
I would further obſerve that, under the ſame head, the items 
relating to internal revenues are ſtated at ſums conſiderably 
below the amount of the preſent year. 'The Secretary of 
the Treaſury informs us that the product of the internal 
revenues for the preſent year will be conſiderably more than 
the year paſt. I think the gentleman has omitted in his ſtate- 
ment one or two items that appear to me deſerving of ſome 
notice. I mean the probable amount of ſales of land under 
the act of May laſt, and the debt due from I. C. Symmes 
and his affociates. I think we have a right with ſome de- 
gree of certainty to calculate upon ſome productive aid to 
our revenue from the ſale of public lands. I am informed 
that there has already been ſold above 100,000 acres from 2to 5 
dollars, per acre averaging of which at 3 4 dollars will 
make 350,000 dollars which I ſhould ſuppoſe a conſiderable 
item in the revenue account, and as the law has been but a 
ſhort time in operation I think we have reaſon to expect con- 
ſiderable aid to our revenue from this ſource. With regard 
to the debt of Mr. Symmes, if the contract is fulfilled on 
the part of government agreeable to the report of the Attor- 
ney-General, it will make a conſiderable item in the revenue 
account, according to my calculations, there will be hetter 
than 400,000 dollars immediately to be paid or placed upon 
intereſt and paid in ſix half yearly inſtalments: 

Sir, the gentleman in the courſe of his remarks propoſed 
the ſmall ſum of 200,000 dolls. to be raiſed by direct taxes. 
This ſum it is true does not at firſt appear at all alarming. 
But I have heard, upon former occaſions, the idea of an en- 
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tering wedge to a ſyſtem ſuggeſted. This would operate as 
a complete one, although ſmall yet the more dangerous; for 
to purſue the compariſon, perſons with wedges; having 
great force to overcome, małe uſe of ſlim or ſmall cnes firſt, 
as they are more eaſily introduced and ſoon make way for 
larger ones. This I expect would be the effect of the pro- 
poſed ſyſtem and probably in time make way for the full ac- 
compliſhment of the meaſure ſuggeſted by the member from 
Pennſylvania, which I before ſtated to throw the whole bur. 
then upon the farmer. | | 
Sir, Theſe being my ſentiments I muſt vote againſt the 
reſolution row offered. | | 
Mr. Varnum, I conſider it the indiſpenſible duty of this 
houſe, and of each and every member of it, as much as it 
is in our power, to preſerve inviolate the public faith, and 
to make all neceſſary proviſion for the payment of the juſt 
debts of the United States. But in doing this, we ought 
to have recourſe to ſuch objects of taxation, and ſuch me- 
thods of collection, as we have reaſon to believe, will be 
moſt agreeable to the people. | 
The government, no doubt, under an impreſſion, that 
they were doing right, have reſorted to impoſts and exciſes, 
as the proper mode of raiſing a revenue; and experience 
has evinced that this mode of taxaticn is a feaſible one 
in the United States; it places very large ſums of money in 
your treaſury annually; and it is paid by the people, with a 
greater degree of chearfulneſs in this way, than it probably 
would be through the channel of taxation. Many of the ob- 
jets from which our revenue is raiſed, by duties on im 
and exciſe, are articles of luxury and ſuperfluity, and as 
they are generally conſidered to be ſuch, thoſe who make 
uſe of them, do willingly pay the tax laid on them by the 
government; and 1 2 will continue ſo to do, ſo long 
as the money ſhall be appropriated to purpoſes, which are 
promotive of the good of the union. Duties on thoſe arti- 
cles which may be more properly claſſed among the ne- 
ceſſaries of life, are paid by the conſumer when he purchaſes 
the article, and are leſs felt by him, than they would be, if 
the whole duties of a year were to be paid in a groſs ſum. 
By this mode of taxation, it is true, the poor and the in- 
duſtrious people, whoſe income and labour barely ſupplying 
them with the common neceflaries of life, do not pay any 
part of the tax or duty, on Wines, Teas, Silk, Carriages, 
and a great variety of other matters; and why ſhould they 
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when their neceſſity entirely prevents their ever making uſe 
of them ? Yet the duty is paid, and it comes from the pro- 
per fource; the man in poſſeſſion of the money remits it to 
the public; and the poor man is thereby enabled to ſupply 
his children with bread, to aſſuage their hunger; and by 
cloathing, to guard them againſt the inclemency of the wea- 
ther. Thouſands of ſuch people are within the United 
States. It is a maxim that will always hold good, that mo- 
ney muſt be looked for where it is, and not where it is not, 
Hence I conceive the preſent mode of collecting a re- 
venue, under the government of the United States, to be 
far preferable to a land tax: It is paid by the peop!e with more 
facility, and realized by the government with more certain- 
ty. Beſides, the ſyſtem is arranged and in a regular operation; 
all the officers are appointed, who would be neceffary if a 
much larger ſum were to be raiſed in the ſame way; ſo that 
the expence of collecting any additional duties on impoſts 
and exciſe would be comparatively very ſmall. | 
I am therefore clearly of the opinion, that, any additio- 
nal ſums which may at preſent be needed, for defraying the 
nces of the government, or for the payment of their 
juſt debts, ought to be raiſed by duties on impoſts and ex- 
ciſes ; that is a method of taxation with which we are ac- 
quainted, and which experience has taught us the operation 
of, under this government. | 
But ſuch is the variegated intereſt of the United States, 
and ſuch their diverſified method of levying and collecting 
direct taxes that no uniform ſyſtem of direct taxation can be 
deviſed, which will apply to the cuſtom of any two of the 
ſtates; and unleſs you adopt the rules of ſome one of the 
ſtates your ſyſtem will be diverſe from any one which has 
ever been practiſed upon in any part of the union. But if 
you adopt the method which has been preſcribed by any 
one of the ſtate governments and which may probably be 
very properly adopted, to ſuit the circumſtances, and con- 


_ ciliate the feelings of the people of ſuch ſtate, even in that 


caſe, you will have the prevailing opinion of the people of 
fifteen ſtates out of ſixteen, directly oppoſed to your ſyſtem. 
And this opinion having been acquired from long experience 
of the operation, of direct taxes (which moſt of the ſtates 
have of neceſſity conſtantly reſort to, for the ſupport of their 
ſtate governments, and for diſcharging the debts contracted 
in che late war with Great Britain) and which being found - 


= 
ed on ſocial »» — habits and attachments, are very 
hard to be eradicated, will very much retard the o 

of the ſyſtem, if not render it entirely impraCticable. 

The Secretary's report on this ſubject brings into view, 
three modes of levying direct taxes, with which the houſe 
are acquainted. 

The firſt of theſe modes has for its object, an apportion- 
ment on each ſtate, on conſtitutional principles aſſigning a 
time for the money to be paid into the treaſury, on failure of 
any ſtate, to be aſſeſſed and collected by the authority of the 
United States, upon the ſame objects of taxation and pur- 
ſuant to the ſame rules by which the laſt taxes were aſſeſſed 
and collected in ſuch ſtate. 

« 1ſt. That an act of Congreſs ſhould be paſſed, declaring 
tc 22 quotas of the different ſtates; aſſigning a time for 

_ into the treaſury, and proſcribing, in caſes of 

ency, that the ſaid quotas ſhould be aſſeſſed and 

ic « calls ed by authority of the United States, upon the ſame 

« objects of taxation, and purſuant to the ſame rules by 

tc which the laſt tax were aſſeſſed and collected by _ re- 
« ſpective ſtates. 

« 2d. That the Act of Congreſs ſhould direct that the 8 

e poſed tax ſhould be affeſſed and collected under authority 
« of the United States, upon the ſame objects of taxation, 
and purſuant to the rules of the collection by which taxes 
c are collected in ſtates | 
- « 3d. That the Act of Congreſs ſhould define certain 
cc objects of taxation and principles of aſſeſſment, according 
«to which the propoſed tax ſhould be aſſoſſed in all the ſtates, 
« to be collected purſuant to uniform regulations. 

The report treats the firſt mode as entirely unworthy of 
confidence. It gives ſome countenance to the ſecond mode y 
but finally concludes that it is ineligible; the 3d. mode i — 
nized as the preferable one, and has been agreed e 
committee of ways and means; but, fir, en al take 2 li- 
berty of differing from them in opinion on the ſubject; the 
mode which they have agreed to, is in my mind by far the 
moſt exceptionable of the three. 

It deſtroys that equality of taxation, which ought to . 
racteriſe every nation, and which by ſtrict attention 9 in- 
duſtry, founded on the true principles of equal liberty, from 
many years experience, mel of the ſtates in the union, have 
in a good * acquired the knowledge of, and adopted. 
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11 is calculated to ſaddle the induſtrious farmers df our 
tountry with an undue burthen. From the induftry, toil, 
and fatigue, of thoſe whoſe lot it is to till the earth, all orders, 
faculties and profeſſions of men derive their ſupport. How 
many thouſands of people in the United States, live froni 
year to year without once feeling the fatigue of hard labour? 
and many of them ſwimming in luxury, from the effects of 
capitals artfully acquired, from the hard earnings of the un- 
wary labourer. And ſhall a ſyſtem of direct taxation be 
adopted under the government, which the people have form- 
ed upon the principles of equal liberty, which will oblige 
the induſtrious farmer to pay a land tax, and a tax on his 
building, which in moſt inſtances includes nineteen twenti- 
eths of his property ; and all the money holders, holders of 
all other kinds of property, and thoſe who from profeſſion, 
or. emolument derived from the operation of our govern- 
ment, are living in affluence, be exonerated from any part 
of the burthen, except a ſmall pittance for the houſes they 
live in? No Sir, it appears to me, that a ſyſtem like this 
never can be agreed to in this houſe: Again, ſetting aſide 
the dependence of the community on the . induſtry of the 
farmer and mechanic for food and raiment, are not theſe 
the men on whom the government muſt principally rely for 

nal ſervice in defence of the country in caſe of an 
invaſion from a foreign enemy? If ſo, which I preſume will 
not be controverted, are they not entitled to equal privileges 
with their fellow citizens, according to the property they 
poſſeſs ? moſt afſuredly they are; but very widely otherwiſe 
will be the caſe, if the ſyſtem before you ſhould be adopted. 
The time that muſt be ſpent in forming an eſtimate on the 
new principles through the United States, and the great 
number of new officers 2 leaſt 3,500 would be neceſſary) 
in aſſeſſing and collecting the tax would add very eſſentially to 
the burthen. If a direct tax ſhould ever become neceſſary 
under this government, I hope it will embrace all the objects 
of taxation, which have been deſignated by the particular 
ſtate governments; and notwithſtanding the ingenious rea- 
ſonings in the Secretary's report, againſt the practicability of 
the ſecond mode therein ſtated, I am unable to figure to my- 
ſelf any poſſible inconvenience which would ariſe from it on 
the ground of the objections. And why that ſyſtem was 
not adhered to in the report am at a loſs, for the reſolve di- 
recting the report to be made contemplated no other. 


NF a Þ» 


But l am, from my preſent, opinion inducedato give the 
fyſtem firſt mentioned in the report the preference: > Tho ſe- 
veral ſtates being, convinced that the authority of the general. 
government would be exerciſed if the money Was, not furt 
niſhed : by the time preſi 2 they would in all probability 
make the remittance z but ſtate: ſhould fail of doing 
it, this government would make be the aſſeſſmęnt on the inhabi- 
tants of the delinquent ſtates; and would be under as 
advantages for collecting it, as it would have been to 
made the aſſeſſment on the inhabitants in the firſt inſtance ; 


and the reaſoning in the report 8 not — 12 the caſe, for 


under the former government the Co d no power to 
aſſeſs money on individuals in any re; [hp care 
under the neceſſity of COS 2 Ade e ſtats; 


ua ay alone for a compliance with 1 uf ing; 
but under the preſent governmen.. the power, of Congraſa to. 
aſſeſs and coll le ſuch deficiency, 8 e 
power to make the requiſition. 

This mode of laying direct taxes, AER» — pot 
offers, the money would be. Faun rike tate * 
with the ſtate taxes, and would be attended, with much, leſs: 
expence to the people, than either of the other Bare: 3 
ſented. - d 79 iv Ine. 

But there are Jooſt inſeparable ieee to 1 tax 
under this government, view it in what light you pleaſe; and 
I preſume, that the government, never wall PIO one, 3. 20157 
all the objects of, indirect taxation are exhauſted and the de- 


mands on the treaſury make it indifpenbbly; neceſſary... Is 
that the caſe at this time? No Sir, I,think it is not; bp, 


very large additional larva may be. an from chat loyree; it; 
it were neceffary\, 1, 3 1% b. 
Before we go fully into an inveſtigation of; the prineiples, 
of a Land Tax, perhaps it would be expedient to enquire 
into the annual receipts and expenditutes at -the trealury,: 
and to ſatisfy ourſelyes whether there. is, or is not a nec 
of laying: additional taxes of any kind. And if on rational 
calculation it ſhould be, found that the proceeds, of exiſting 


taxes will be commenſurate with the demands on the trea- 
ſury for the four ſucceeding years your land tax will eer- 


tainly be unneceſſary, Being — convinced of the fact, 
will take the liberty of * Principles on err 
Aker ig founded. 
The annual expence of the governm? ent, "including all- bh 
mands, i eſtimated by the e of the TY ng 
OL ; F. : 


. ._ DOL. ers. 
to the year r ve 
The report eſtimates the duties © ON imports 2 

and tonnage, by the Aua! Nagy, into the 6 
Treafury, in 1795, at 92 85588, 961 26 
From exciſes ou che ame prineiple, at 337255 36 
The revenue from the poſt office, ar 235,00 


"Bank dividend, ar — 150, ooo 
Intereſt on the redeemed hoc . 88,636.65 
n comme; Te | E ey 6 Me. 746 73 
, $200,600, 
1,262, 400. 


"Bite i d be odſerie eat hl Antdinent is made from 
the money received into the Frea in 1795, and is the 
of che revenue in 19794. And by re to the 
revenue returns for 1795, _ 2 net — duties 

| on and tonnage in 5 5409 7o. 
ich — 2 pas. ae 1 Ws 2 beſides 
| ſupplying Live ſum calculated to be raiſed by direct tas 


t * We 
= amount of the revenue to be derived 
. from exciſe, is alſo eſtimated from the actual 
| receipts in the Freaſury in 1995, and is indiſ. 
1 putably much too low, for in many parts of 
the United States the exciſc law had juſt be- 
to operate in 1794, in which ear 7 Heat 
— of the — the Treafury in 17955 
actually accrued. It is, I think, moſt proper 
to take this eſtimate from the moſt recent Eats | 
of receipts, and, Bog if, HT, 
From the : oth cee +795 to iſt O e 
— 3 receipts on account of Welle” | 


469579. 31 
lese that ſum was eolleftad from the Pow! 
ple an additional tax has Wen laid by way of 
exciſe which will conſiderably increads' cel 
branch of revenue. ip th 
| Poſt Office Revenue 3 38,000 
| Dividend of Bapk Products 1360, | 
Intereſt on redeemed ſtock - 8 88,636. 65 
On Patents | 88 : 74 75 


—— — 


© Whole amount of net Revenue, - 8,492, 00 41 


li 
From che great increaſe of the.: revenue 
from 1795 to 1796, 1 think. that this ſtate- 
ment can be relied on, with a raten | 
certairity, as a proper eſtimate. of our annual 
revenue from exiſting taxes which give an an- 
nual balance in fayour of the wear, of - 1,939,708, at 


5 


The ſecretary of the treaſury, in epo 
on the ſubje& of direct taxes, ' eſtimates be 1b tn 
annual expence of the military and naval de- 


artment and mili nfoners at 2,000,000. 

a The eſtimate in Aal for thoſe . 

ments for 1797 1,508 890 
And I am of the opinion. that the real OF... 1 


expence of 
thoſe departments, will fall conſiderably ſhort of, * 2. 
mate taking it for four years, if proper economy is uſed, 
which will further i increaſed the ſurplus money in your Treaſury, 
The general ſtaff of the are by re the Natel 
States, to be continued no than the fourth day of 
Mop next, and therefore the items which apply to them in 
ROI CIA rer EN | 
of the general ed 5 A IRS 
the 4d 6 March next 8274 31 
As the United States ape in a ſtate of peace, en 
and their army have only garriſon duty to do, 
the keeping up a corps of dragoons can be f 
no uſe whatever, and a, conſiderable ing”; 
* 8 the corps. 
e ns ann amounts 80 
General ſtaff rn 94 


next, 2190 rations at 20 cents ber rue, a I. 
Fo 2 . vera Th 578 13 
ry fo +... 696 + 
The _— for the eprly > 2,135 66 


Horſes for the cavalry. 
The Secretary has ef 
the quarter-maſter's d 
dollars. Iam led to e, 


13,950 1 


. n 
expenſe 100,000 
A reduction of „o Indian rations it | 
wid half the number ſtated in the eſtimate - 10,000 
Expence of running the line of the Indian 
territory - . : 10,000 


* 


Sz 
* 
g 


4 


a 
or b vilding wil, Kc. at Oneida 5,060 | 


Theſe items amoumt to rag" yy 193 r to 
Deduct this laſt fum from the efimate foe 8 
1797; leaves © 24 een 
And this laſt m deducted from the 
2,000,000 ſtated in the report on the ſubjerrk 
of direct taxes, as an eſtimate of theanhual' oY nh. 
— of the army and — and! Ae) e a0 


the Treaſury, of © „ eee w e 
This ſum t ether with the pus; revenue R. SUSE 2: 
in favour of the Treafury make 15,682,741 51 
This fum i is the net — 1 of our annual revenues over 
ms | charge all demands on che Treaſury | 


From G Avtement hich i is taken from authentic do- 
canſeins,” does it not clearly appear that it is entirely unne- 
ceffary, and eren inexpedient to impoſe additional taxes of 
2 denomination in the preſent ſeffion ? White the exiſting 

ve you a net income of more than a million and an 

half af d 30 dollars annually, over and above the annual demand 
which can, in the common courſe of occurrences, be made 
on the Treaſury for the four fucceeding years, can = with 
ropriety lay additional burthens on the people? It has often 
— obſerved in the courſe of the debate on this ſubject 
that all would agree in the neceſſity of additional taxes; but 
ſo far from an unanimous concurrence in this opinion, on a 
candid examination of the ſubject, with an uſual reliance on 
the common courſe of events, will not ev member of this 


| houſe conſider any additional taxes to be unneceffary? 


Mr. Swanwick faid that if the gentleman laſt up could make 
his calculations, he ſhould" agree with him there would 
no immediate neceſſity for new taxes; but even if this 
were the caſe (which he was far from being convinced of} he 
ſhould wiſh a ſyſtem of direct taxation to be commenced in 
order to have a certain ſource of revenue; — — ſu las ariſ- 
ing from which would be well employed in dif arging a A 
part of our public debt. 

The gentleman from New Jerſey (Mr. Fendetfon) had 
ſaid the Preſident had never recommended direct taxes; he 
believed the Preſident knew too well the privileges and du- 
ties of that houſe to interfere in any thing which related to 
che origin of revenue 3 Hutt he had, with great propriety in 


„ 

his opinion, fre urged che neceſſity of diſcha 

. debt, a debe L Mr. 8. faid, if not ger of, — 
threatened the extinction of the government itſelf. The fun- 
ding ſyſtem, he ſaid, had been the ruin of every cbuntry 
which had adopted it ; becauſe one generation put off to ano- 
ther what was its duty to have done for itſelf; vis. to pay its 
debts. A dent e nm. 3 wann, foe 
extinCtion, 

If it was admitted, i cer dul beduse our Aude ad mabe 
proviſion for the future, freſh revenues were neceſſary, it be- 
came neceſſary for them to compare the merits of the two ſy- 
ſtems propoſed to their view for raifing this money. 
muſt examine the objections againſt one, and againſt the 
other. The great objection: -urged againſt a direct tax, was 
the difficulty of obtaining money from farmers in remote 
parts, and of obtaining a juſt valuation of Hee objec the ex- 


pence of collecting the tax. As far as theſe objeQtions had 
any weight, government ſhould make efforts to ſurmoumt the 
difficulties. But it was faid, it would be a long time before 
this tax could be brought into operation; if ſo, it was ne- 
ceſſary to make a beginning, ſinde without a * _ 


could never expect to come to the end. 
But was it not, he aſked, acknowledging a principle 4 
gerous to the exiſtence of government, to ſay it was impoſſible 


to collect a tax on land [Mr. Harper ſaid he hadinerer ſaid 
or thought ſo] Mr. 8. ſaid he believed ſome ſuch thing had 
been ſaid z the difficulties had been ſtated by different gentle- 
men as informountable, and, it became neceſſary to remove 
theſe difficulties. Suppoſe a war was to take place, was that 
the time, he aſked, to commence a ſyſtem of this kind? he 
believeck not. Such a ſeaſon would be the very worſt for 
collecting taxes. And was this country ſo ſituated, that 
there way no poſſibility of being involved in war ? No matter 
from what quarter; whether it was with France or with 
—— it was neceſſary to guard againit we waa gn by 
making our revenues ſure. 

How could we meet any foreign nation W ound terms 
in treaty, when they could ſay to us, if you do not ſo or ſo, 
we will deſtroy your commerce, and paralyze your revenue. 
In time of rl he ſaid, this buſineſs ſhould' be attended 
to; if it were not, how would gentlemen accuſe themſelves 
if war ſhould overtake them? They would certainly have 
much reaſon to do it. 


| With reſpe& to a land tax,” Mr. 8. (aid it was certain, 


- 


1 


equal, and might be collected with little expence. For, nate 
ry Neri gentlemen had ſaid, the expence — 
was only at the commencement; as when an aſſeſſment was 


ange made it would laſt for many years. 


We know, ſaid Mr. 8. 2 window tax. a hearth tax, 
a, ftamp taz, and an exciſe, cauſe murmurings and diſ- 
contents wherever they are eſtabliſned; but in no country 


has a land-tax been grievous; except, indeed, in France, 


where the extenſive 1 and nobles under 
the old gavernment was exempted from tax. In England, 
there. were alſo ſome objections to the from its being 
made from what is called the Daamſday Baal, (a very ancient 
record) by which means the tax falls unequally, as, ſince that 
28 nds hve fo ſo greatly changed in value, that a new aſ- 


teeny 19 make ee e 


ee lah were bebe ef — | 
Did not m_ one — the very gh pace of of produce 
a opener, to contribute fome. 


con; 

eft without revenue, he could not refrain from making * 
and he believed there would he found virtue enough 
ngſt the farmers, to bring them forward cheerfully to 
„ the wants of government required. | 

He ſaw no objection to a land- tax that might not be re- 
moved. Whether the mode recommended by the gentleman 
from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Yarnum) or any 4 — would be 
beſt, was nat then the queſtion, but would be decided at a 
proper time. It had been ſaid that farmers. paid their pro- 

portion of indirect taxes; if fo he ſaid they could not com- 
— of a land tax, as that would not fall heavier upon them 
than any other tax would do. But gentlemen ſaid an indi- 
rect tax Non he evaded ; he thought there was no excellence 


in that quality of a tax, hut the contrary, fince the greateſt. 


recommendation of a tax was, that it fell equal. , All taxes 


on conſumable articles, he ſaid, bore very unequally. A 


large poor family conſumed much more of them than à rich 
ſmall one. 


It had frequently been ſaid that al duties upon goods im- 


Wt 
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ported, were paid by the conſumers... He belleved this'was 
not ſo; and he fancied any one who looked into the vendue 
ſtores, and ſaw merchandize ſelling for the amount in cur- 
rency, of what it coſt in ſterling, would run no niſk in fay- 
ing that the duty E whower ele 


might pay it. 

Tadite taxes, he faid, fol very heavy tide ret we 
lived upon the intereſt of money, or u | 
though they were continually — 
their incomes remained the ſame. On that ground, Mr. 8. 


impoſts were introduced as proper co 
mar int upon impoſt, which was lia 
eut off. man had fad any thin — ohe 


2 againſt the truth of that 
tion. How very — The ſaid, 0 

ber in the ſpring or the William Penn, the Adriana, 

other ſhips, — inſtead of coming 


into our 

And if buch a thing ſhould happen, it would ng ito or yo 
thouſands of dollars loſt to our revenue. Was'it not neeef- 
| the treaſury to 
ſtop der eaſe of ſuch an event? And he would aſk 
gentlemen at what rate they would inſure the arrival of theſe 
veſſels ? 5 th 

The plan, therefore, of the gentleman 8. Carolina, 
(Mr. Ha ) held out a vain dependanee, when he reſted it 
upon an 1 of impoſts. And what could be 
a window-tax ? The moſt odious tax in Great Britain, and 
a tax that would be highly deprecated in this country. In- 
7 remember the time, when it would not have 

n ſafe for a to have propoſed a ftamp-tax, 4 
bean, or a tar! An hearth-tax and à window+ 
tax were the moſt flaviſh of taxes. What! fait he; ſhall 
one man enter our houſes- and count and tax our hearths; 
and another come and peep and cxamine ite our wins 
dows? God . taxes was not 
greater than their h = « rick aus e 
means paid his by 


When fach* 1 0 * were brought forward 5 babies, 
for x tax on land, it was x pretty ſtrong preſumtion in its 


favour. 


9 46 


er intend to convey his- ſtamps ta 
al — the Union ? How, would ſuch a tax affect the 
farmer who might have many miles to ride for a ſtamp be- 
fore he could give a note or take a receipt. The objection 
former made to a ſtamp tax, it had been ſaid, was becauſe 
it was about to be enforced by a foreign government; he did 
not think that was the whole objection, He believed the 
thing was objeCtionable on account of its inequality. In 
Britain, it was productive; in Philadelphia and other large 
towns, it would alſo be productive; but could not be ex- 
tended with convenience over the ſtates of Kentucky and 
Tenneſſee. It would either be evaded or oppreſſive. 
| an additional duty on, ſalt, would not the poor man be 
| ade in a much greater proportion than the rich? He cer- 
would, ſince ſome poor families uſed as much. ſalt as 
— one; and would not ſuch a tax tempt the farmer to 
give a, leſs quantity to his cattle than was — for them? 
And were landed gentlemen certain that ſuch a tax would be 
more acceptable to farmers. than a land tax? He did not 


know whether the additional duty might. n not alſo FncAprage 


lin 
Way. had ſaid, that whenever. ; ce ſhould take 
place in Europe, great emigrations woul take place to this 
country, and great wealth would be brought in. He be- 
lieved if any thing would draw perſons from foreign countries 
to this, it would be. a proſpect of enjoying liberty, under 
wiſe and equal laws. He believed it would not be the moſt 
effectual way of inviting, Iriſhmen to this country, to tell 
them we had a. hearth-tax, or Engliſhmen by ſpeaking to 
them of a window-tax, or the people of France * a ſalt-tax? 
J rpepmpupndatipn of, 6 2x thay it fell equally 
— and nme * 1 


ably h cial t 
— place. It was with able . r 
PRIOR they get money, the more liberally they ſpend 

It. —— happy circumſtance for this country 
> we y could no — borrow money. When they were 
called upon for a loan of 300,000 dollars for the federal city, 
if it had by been to be raiſed, from the land, it would not have 
been ſo cafily granted. This land tax would operate as a new 
ſpring in favour of government; it would awaken the atten» 
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tion of dhe farmer to its oporations3 t9 enquixe — 
and the wherefore ;; in buſineſt of treaties, when money wag 

te be granted, the / farmer would be in favour of the treaties 
only in proportion as he choſe to pay the tax on his land. It 
was eaſy to grant money, but when. it came to be paid 
then every gentleman wi to put it off- from his- dern 
ihoulders, one wiſhed it, to be raiſed from land; another 
from wine 3 another from hearths.or windows; or any thing 
{> that jt did not affect hin or his conſtituents in any ſenſible 
degree. — This was the reaſbn he was glad they were brought 
to the ee providing money — rg could diſpeſe- 
of it. They bad chis ſeſſion had ſome noble plans on foot; 
they had heard ſamething of a national univerſity, of reliev- 
ing "he ſufferers at Sayannah, &cc. hut now. chere was x call 
for money, _ one ——— to put off the demand n 
himſelf upon neig I 7252322 = 

Mr. 8. ſaid he regret ce eceey of eling upon "he 
farmer; but he believed it necefiary. en gentlemen 
ſtated the poverty and induſtry of e citizens, he 
felt as much for them, and had as much zcal for their. intereſt, 
233 any man; nor did he wiſh invidious diſtinckions to be 
irawn between the merchant and farmer. The mefchant 
was an agent of the farmer z but the agent was in the worſt 
ſituation, bocauſe his — Axe the firſt to be 
He reads in his ne ſpapet at me that the French, the ng= 
liſh and the Algerines take our ſhips 3; but his corn and. graſs 
zrow, and his dollars are-ſafe. Tie could come down-to 
congreſs and tall very. cooly about laying, additional dutics 
on commerce; but if his land was mentioned as a fit object 
of taxation, he immediately took the alarm. He thought 
landed gentlemen ſnould — inclined rather to thize 
with the merchants in their. embarraſſments; and 
were not led by more generous motives to:do this, even in- 
tereſt ſnould lead dem to it ſince they en be the laſt to 
be devoure d. 

Let all ranks, then," fad Mr. 8. in contact, unite in 
putting their ſhoulders to the wheels of government z and 
ince comnurce pays her five millions, let agriculture pay its 
ſomething; this would ſhew a real attachment to our coun- 
!ry. II: had heard much ſaid about federaliſm and friend3 

government; he thought thoſe would ſhew. themſelves 
the trueſt federalift ; and friends of government, who ſtepp- 
ed forward in aid of the noceſſities. He truſted Gentlemen 
2m ſuffer their. immediate 82 to give way, in order 

CL. II. 
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to have the finances of the country fixed upon a foundation 
which could not be moved. He concluded in theſe words. 
« We ſhall never make our government reſpected either in 
Paris or in London, till we are able to ſay to them that our 
revenue like our wealth hies in our farms. 0 

Mr. Harper ſaid, he ſhould not have riſen a ſecond time, 
if he had not been prevented by the lateneſs of the hour 
when he before àddreſſed the committes, from mention- 
ing a few things which he thought neceſſary to be no- 
noticed. He ſhould not, he ſaid, trouble the committee 


with a recapitulation of any thing be had before ſaid ; nor 
ſhould he anſwer any objections which had been made to his 
= That would be more 77 up roper at another time, if any 


ould be made which he might think it neceſſary to at- 


tend to. | | 


He had ſtated a variety of objects which would produce 
larger fums,—more than was now called for. He had alſo 
ſhewn that the duty had greatly encreaſed ; and that notwith- 
ſtanding the additional duty which had in the interim 'been 
laid, the increaſe of duty proved the augmentation of the 


conſumption to have been very conſiderable. He ſaid that 


the principle duties laid on foreign, are collected from the 92, 


io, and 15 per cent impoſts. An au tation he ſaid, had 


taken place in 1792 and 1794 by which moſt of the artieles 
in the 74 per cent claſs were transferred to the 10 per cent, 
that of the 10 to 124 and 15 and much of the 15 to 20. 
Yet the 10, 12+ and 15 per cent claſſes were very much 
augmented in their uſe between the years 1792 and 1795. 
The 7+ were productive of large revenue. Mr. H. 

went conſiderably into a ſtatement before made, of which 
we have already gon a ſketch, obſerving that from the 
great increaſe of the quantity imported, it might fairly be 
preſumed that it did not fall heavy, and of courſe would al- 


low an additional augmentation, without injury to the peo- 


ple, or incouragement of ſmuggling ; it was a proof he ſaid, 
that they had not arrived at the point to which they could 
ſafely go. He did not mean to preſent a perfect ſyſtem, he 
knew it was liable to objections; but it was meſely to bring 
into view a ſyſtem of indirect taxes. If in the article of 
falt they choſe not to put 12 cents per buſhel, which he ſtat- 
ed would produce 317,000 dollars they were to put only 4 
cents, it would produce. 100,000 dollars. Brown Sugar, he 
ſaid, was a ſuperfluity and luxury in life and on what could 


a tax more properly be put, eſpecially as it would enſure 4 


* 
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good revenue; If the tax on ſalt was to remain as at preſent, 
and a quartcr cent a pound on brown ſugar, a good revenue 
would remain. Strife out. Wine and Bohea Tea, Stamps 
and Window or Hearth, and 900,900 dollars would remain 
25 an all ntation. Rich 3 | ei | 
Mr. _ ſaid, the objections which had been 
againſt indirect taxes, proved too much; they proved that 
thy ſhould be taken off altogether from commerce, and 
kid whole an. Zang. 3or 3, Os. pragotes. tax ways $0, bp 
laid on land, there would ſtill remain five millions 
on commerce, which would not be leſs liable to deſtruction, 
The duties which he propoſed to lay, Mr. Harper ſaid, 
would be very eaſily hereafter transferred. A ſyſtem of di- 
rect taxation might be organized; but in the nature of ex- 
periment; and as it was yncertain, a great part of the xeve- 
nu- ſhould not reſt upon it; but if at any time commerce 
was operated upon, a of the duty might be transferred. 
They had been told, he faid, that our revenue might be in 
ng the French or Engliſh ; but, ke alk if 
we had not been pillaged by the Engliſh, by the French, and 
by the Algerines ? Yet, under all theſe circumſtances, the 
revenue had increaſed. He believed a direct war. could not 
have a worſe effect; for then, probably, their property 
would only be deſtroyed by one power. Why, then, he 
faid, were they told — the uncertainty of our revenue ? be- 
ſides, they were in the ſituation, and how could they be got 
9 of it. TY) Os 4 
t did nat require the ing and ingenui - 
tleman from Pennſylvania to tell them the — — * 
pay the revenue. The people were the payers. The mer- 
chant got an advantage by the tax, on account of which he 
enhanced the price of his goods. Commerce received new 
vigour and ſpirit from this tax. He hoped, therefore, they 
ſhould not reſort to a tax ſo inconvenient and impracticable 
as a land tax, until they had examined the ſubject a little 
more, becauſe he ſaw ſourees from which the money might 
be drawn in a manner more equally, 
As to the neceflity of additional reyenye, no ſtatements 
were neceflary to prove that. The gentleman from Maſſa- 
chuſetts had ſhewa how they might deduct about 100,009 
dollars; but what was this if it could be ſaved ? The neceſ- 
ſity was admitted on all hands, except by that gentleman. 
Mr. Harper ſaid, if the plan which he had in view, ſhould 
not have the effect, he would join hand and heart with thoſe 
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who wiſhed ditect taxes. He wiſhed to ſee them large; he 
withed to pay the debt, becauſe it was a continual fubject of 
anathema. He would go to two millions of dollars, if ne- 
ceffary, and ſome ſhare of it might go towards the public 
debt; not that he thought it more heavy upon them, but 
beeauſe a fubject of diſcontent, cavil and invective. 
Mr. Gallatin faid, the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
Varnum) had ſtated to them that there was no neceſfity for 
Jaying a revenue equal to what had been contemplated! The 
gentleman from South Carolina, ' juſt fat down, on the con- 
trary, had told them there was à neceſſity to the gręateſt 
extent. Yet; he ſaid, if they were to draw any dedyMions 
from his calculations, they would be that there was no want 
of further revenue; as the document upon which he had 
grounded his arguments, was a ftatement exhibiting the 
amounts of drawbacks paid upon the dutiable articles export- 
ed from the United States in 1793, 1794 and 1795, in 
which was ſtated, in one column, the amount of duties re- 
ceived,” and in the next, the amount of the drawbacks paid: 
for inſtance, take the addition of 1795, viz. the amount 
received in 1794, and it will he found 8,588,382 dollars 51 
this were really ſo, inſtead of being about fix millions, as 
eſtimated by the ſecretary of the treaſury, it was clear, they 
needed not go into a calculation about raifing freſh revenue. 
The fact was, Mr. Gallatin faid, he believed the gentle- 
-man from South Carolina (Mr. Harper) had not ſufficiently 
attended to the ſtatement in queſtion. The amount of duties 
there ſtated, though duties receivable, were duties accredited, 
and not duties actually received, upon goods imported. © 
Me know alto, ſaid Mr. Gallatin, that the amount of re- 
venue, as ſtated by the (gentleman from New Jerſey (Mr. 
Henderſon) was eight millions; but liable to great drawbacks, 
both on Weſt-India and Englifh goods. 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid he did not mean to fellow the gentle- 
man from South Carolina (Mr. Harper) into any of the de- 
tails which he had ſtated, reſpecting the revenue riſing from 
impoſts; for though he believed him altogether miſtaken in 
them, yet tlie principles were the fame. The queſtion was, 
whether the revenue wanted ſhould be raiſed by advancing 
the duty on impoſts, or by a direct tac. 

It was neceſſary, however, before he proceeded any fur- 
ther, to notice what had fallen from the gentleman from 
Maffachuſetts (Mr. Varpum) as far as related to the actual 
revenue and expenditure. © He agreed with that gentlemen 
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that the revenue was ſtated too e expenditure too 


high, dy the ſecretary of the treaſury, on two articles, viz. 


upon goods imported, and the military eſtabliſhment. In 


his report on the ſubject of direct taxation, he had calculated 
the receipts of the revenue, to the 31ſt December, 1795. 
The ground upon which the gentleman from Maffachuſetts 
went, Was to calculate the revenue for 1796; and it was 
true, that the receipts for that year had conſiderably increaſed 
the former; but the only queſtion was, which was the beft 
ground for a permanent calculation? It was difficult to de- 
termine; but, he believed, in general, there was no reaſon 
to believe that the higheſt calculation would be the real reve- 
nue when a peace took place in Europe. n 
The gentleman from South Carolina had even ſuppoſed 2 
war could not affect out impoſts ; he would leave him in the 
happy idea; but Mr. Gallatin ſaid, he was not afraid of war, 
he hoped moſt ardently for a ſtate of peace, which he doubt- 


ed not would take place, and when it did take place, the con] 


ſequence would be a reduction of our revenue. The flight- 
eſt inſpection of the document he had mentioned, would 
ſnew that the high price of our exports, the quantity of Eu- 
ropean importations, and the great amount of Weſt-India 
productions, were the cauſes of the high receipts at the cuſ- 
tom-houſe. And the moment a peace took place, there 
would be a failure in the exports, we ſhould be deprived of 
the Weſt-India carrying trade, and if our exports were leſs, 
our imports mult alſo be lefs. In conſequence of the wealth 
brought into this country by the European war, we had been 
enabled to conſume an extraordinary quantity of theſe pro- 
ductions; but the moment a peace took place, a certain de- 
falcation in our revenue will be the conſequence. To what 
amount this might be, no one could tell. Foe * 
On this ground, Mr. Gallatin ſaid, it was more prudent 
to take the loweſt than the higheſt calculation; and he 
thought the ſegretary of the treaſury had done his duty as a 
public officer by ſo acting. He was right in taking 1795 
initead, of 1796; becauſe taking the amount as à permanent 
revenue, it was the beſt ground. It was true, there was 
another item which the ſeeretary had ſtated, which he did 
not take for granted. He had put down the military and 
naval eſtabliſhment two millions. Be thought that ſum 
might be reduced 600,006 dollars; for dis own ſhare, he 
had no objeQion to make it much lower ſtill, when, making 
a calculation of that kind, it muſt be made upon the then 
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eſtabliſhment, which was 1,500,000 dollars. He thought, 
therefore, that the ſecretary of the treaſury might have cal- 
culated about 500,000. dollars leſs, which would have res 
duced the ſum wanted in additional revenue from 1,288,798 
dollars to 728,796 dollar.  _ EY 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid he yruld go farther and ſay, that cal- 
culate the revenue as they pleaſed, it would be equal to our 
preſent current expenſes, and it would be ſo until the year 
1800; but in 1801, additional revenue muſt be had. It 
was not for current * Me but to pay the principal of a 
debt loaned in Holland, and anticipations which had been 
obtained from the banks. Experience had told them there 
was now no more loans to be got. It was therefore neceſſa- 
ry to provide for the inſtalments of the foreign debt which 

would then fall due, for which no proviſion was made. 

If it were proper to increaſe * revenue at the preſent 
time, 800, ooo dollars were ſufficient ; ſtill, if an increaſt 
was neceſſary, it was right to have an eye to what woul 
hereafter be wanted. This brought them back to the queſti- 
on, 5 the money be raiſed, by indirect or direct 
It would be well to obſerve, that emen oppaſed to 
direct taxation, in recommending a ſyſtem of indirect taxes, 
had confuſed their plans by direct taxes alſo. The ſtamp 
duty, he allowed, was an indirect tax; but a window tax 
was certainly not ſo. He would confine, however, his ob- 
ſervations to indirect, as contraſted with direct taxes. 

If he had information before him, that there would be 
no danger of embarraſſing trade, or increaſing ſmuggling, 
by doing ſo, he ſnould have no objection to a moderate in- 
creaſe of the duty on goods imported. He believed the im- 

ſt _ the beſt adapted to this country; but he muſt con- 
feſs he had not that information which would enable him to 
draw this concluſion. The gentleman from South Carolina 
had, however, not only determined upon the ptopriety o 
the addition, but alſo the ſum it ld rate He himſ 
had no documents for coming to theſe concluſions. 

The moſt powerful objection which had been urged againſt 
direct taxes, was the difficulty of collectin the money, 
He believed this difficulty exiſted at preſent alſo in ſea- ports. 
This difficulty of collecting money in the country was no 
applicable to a direct tax only, but to all others; but, 
ſaid, in the preſent ſituation of our cities, he believed ther 
was not mare'difficulty in collecting money in the country 
than in cities, | | 
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As to the manner in which ſuch tax could fall, it would, 
he others, fall upon the people. He did not mean to take 
notice of what had been ſaid about the mode of aſſeſſment; 
that was a matter of detail not at preſent before them. This, 
he ſaid he knew, from the ex e of this tate, that the 
difficulties attending ſuch a ſyſtem would be infinitely* leſs 
than had been ſtated the gentleman from South Carolina. 
The expence of collecting a tax chus drawn from the people 
was ſimply that of aſſeſſing and collecting; but to an indire&t 
tax, were to be added the proſits which the merchant never 
failed to lay upon the tax, and this profit operated as an ad- 
ditional tax upon the „ e e eee weir vl het 
In Pennſylvania z where yearly 
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jected a” tax apen- land, he did not fee what object they 
could ee cept to à tat on ſalt. This, he allowed, 
would be eaſily collected, and eaſily reſorted to. Nearly 
three millions of - buſhels were imported annually, 500, oo 
of which, he ſuppoſed were employed in ſalting provifions. 
Lay what duty they would upon this artiele it muſt be paid. 
There could be no doubt as to the productiveneſs of ſuch a 
tax; but was there not ſome as to priety of it ? And 
when they were told a tax upon land would fall upon far- 
mers, he would aſk upon whom a tax on ſalt would fall ? It 
was conſumed by men or by cattle. ' When it was conſum- 
ed by men, it would fall upon them in proportion to their 
— If there was any —— it would — 
on the poorer claſs; particul | the farmer, as much 
the largeſt quantity — 1 them. 80 far as ſalt 
was conſumed by men, the tax would operate as a poll tax, 
according to numbers, and not to wealth. But was a tax 
that would fall upon cattle to be encouraged in this country 
Indeed there was not much difference between the falt's be- 
ing conſumed by the farmer or by his ſtock, and the gentle - 
man from -South Carolina was not leſs miſtaken about the 
gpantity of ſalt given to cattle than about ſome other things. 
What would be the effect ? It would either raiſe the price of 
ttle, or the quantity of ſalt now uſed, would be diminiſh- 

If a reduction in quantity was to be the conſequence, 
effect could be more pernicious; and if it were not to 
e that effect, but to increaſe the price of cattle, would 
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cher be mugly, juſtice or ;pglicy; in adopting any; meaſure 
Which, hauid have chef ſeffect to adrance the price of but · 
cher an ment, or to. decreaſe the export of cattle, Which was 
thegply export,from thig. aountry, which" west pre ſant ups 
on the neręaſ an export which, had within the: ntl 
pes tr by; be. Lad, 71 N u l 9 
ab tax, (-wouldinot! equally ww 
people, but, alfo upon different diſtricts of country; 
Hy. would fax that if herwere, to chuſe between a tax on ſal 
or one om land be. ſhould. certainly prefer the latter, ſing 
the inhabitants, oß his-diftyift wou}d, be four times mor af 
fected by one than the other; ——— being vary remote 
from · market their land is of courſe of Incumparitivalx ſeal 
value, but they ule more ſalt: than perſons, living nen the 
ſhove,and would. conſequently: pay tor ice ag much according, 
to ei numbers as;perſons, neaxer to che market while. in a 
land gr, : they would-, only pay one: half, in proportion to 
wen number becauſe, their, land was off leſs — 
Den de hatte an equal number, os perlong hriag inear 
de ſea ports. bn And bis b e ne 5d hs 
Nor was, this-all 4 le oke upon, © 42 wn alf ſo⸗ un 
equa» notre that there; ws. ſeergely any} tax which, he 
would not ſoo ner agree to. Lou may, faid he, lay bluydens 
upon people to a certain amount, and they. Wilde bene 
but! the / moment you; add to them, yu ovenſet che whole. 
In parts very remote from the ſeas. ſalt, was, at an enormous 
price. I might be ſaid; the ;increaſe of a fe oents could 
not be much but it would, and if: it e nee * 
little, it would be impoſſible. to pa Vit. Mon u n 
2 — qt theſe — on Aale, he — rae 
with getitlemes that 2 direct tax Was not a very 
ov ag en ery le felt himſelf, and he knew. his conſti- 
tuents Would feel, that it was worſe than no tax at. all ; but, 
he believed, except the impoſt on ſome articles cond: be ad- 
2 they had no reſource but iu direct ta ss 
If they find a tax on ſalt, or upon ſtamps (a moſt adieus 
cannot be laid, they muſt have recourſe to a direct 
tan; and if it could be one.with NN. A hond be 
1 1 + Mc) 3 + ; ke "M3 5: 110 1 St 4 17. N U 
He would notice; only one; remark which, bail Kren the 
gentleman from New Jerſey (Mr. Henderſon.) He mention. 
ed three articles upon bie additional impoſt might he laid, 
viz. clocks, watches and tea. He faid he ouglit to hate 
credit for his Wen ſince thoſe were three articles which 
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| ferred to report whether any and what additional ſte 
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were more ſmuggled into the United States than any other, 
and the duty upon which, on that account, it had been con- 


templated to lower · , He had alſo mentioned the ſale of pub - 


lic land. He believed no great expectations could be had from 
that quarter, as no townſhips were expected at preſent to be 
ſold. Beſides if money ſhould ariſe from the ſale of land, it 
could not go to pay the eight per cents. They muſt be paid 
— of the revenue wn moo; 1 the act, this o de 
een. „ Tenth Cart tk; * beg cs „onto, 

Mr. G. concluded by be did bot mean at preſent to 
enter more into the ſubject of direct taxation, as what he had 


heard againſt he fytem was of fo tiling « naruro 23 vt 


deſerve particular notice -· „ ate bar 


ne to mia it was re- 


rules were neceſſary to be added to thoſe. already adopted, 
reported: the following: ( that every member preſenting a 
ion or memorial, — Geli-fiore hv catimer, nia appear 
in ſubſtance the ſame as has been already decided upon by the 
houſe, it ſhall not be received, _ new matter — fact ap- 


pear therein | AoOrmt « 2 10 750 <1 5225: Iv 
A ente, for-gi ring force and 
effect to the laws of the United States in the Teneſſee, 


which, wag twice read and ordered to be commirted 2 com- 


ee eee 5 e Na ν onnfirttgg att 
f * Lee: S /1 1 t ed $3016 3 an, dA. b1sk 
Tueſday, rar. dals I Uns iM 
506895 2 „eesti 16412 bas 11 8 
Mr. R. 8 n a petition fram Samwel Green, 


deputy 2 Annapolis, praying for an increaſe” of 
ſalary.—Referred to the committee 4 whale on enen 
jedt of palt-aflices — bens | 

Mr. Hancock preſented the perition of Griffin Griffichs, a 
ſaldier in the laſt war, praying for rempenſation- 7 Reſerved 
to the committee of claims. 

Mr. D. Foſter from the committee n 
was referred the petition of the Widow of the Scolacuttaw, 
an Indian Chief, made a report which was r to the 
committee of the whole with that of James Or.. 

Mr. A. - Jackſon, reported from the ſpecial. committee, on 
the petition of H. L. White. Ordered to de committed to 
a. committee of the whole on Monday net he ij ef 
Mr. Madiſon moved. that the houſe ſhould reſolye.icſelf 
* a — of the whole — the Algerine buſineſs, for 
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which pu he ſuppoſed ĩt would be neceſſary to clear the 
houſe — Alerts. They were accordingly cleared, and 
the 1 e Gs — 1 nd rr rey _ hen 
2 n 2 2 
 Wednſtey, Bam 16. bat 
1 : Nite ire 2 
Nr. Coitproſented a peition from Winthrop Saltonſtalb 
of Connecticut, who had a certificate, granted by Congreſs 
with other property, aby fire in 1781, praying a re- 
ne wal of the fame. '' 
Mr. Findley ede Aa petition from Andrew Finley 
and others of Pennſylvania, praying compenſation well 
furniſhed to, and deſtroyed by the mer inthe 


expedition in 17944. 1 
Mr. Rutherford preſented a petition from” Wilm Boh, 


of Wincheſter, for recompenſe on account of a loft certificate. 
Mr. Livingfton nted a petition from Catharine Met. 
_ for ſor 4 loſs of property in che late war'y 
Mr. Malbone the petition of Sarah Fenton, widow of Jo- 


feph Fenton, a lieutenant in the late war; all which were pe. 
ferreũ to the committee of claims. e uſt 


Mr. D. Foſter from the committee of ede wee 
the petitions of Walter Cruiſe; Eliſha Frizell, Edward God- 
dard, Ebenezer Kent, Jobn Lochman, Henry Meyer, John 


Nixon , and Caleb Worley, with a reſolution that they ought 


not to be granted, and that they ſeverally have leave to with- 
draw the fame; to which the houſe concurred. 


Mr. Henderſon moved that — niade vi Monday 
reſpefiiog an additional rule being added to the ſtanding rules 
of the houſe, be referred ox committee of wy whole. ' I. 
motion Was negatived· A i 


Mr. Ames moved, char ſo touch of a reg of the ls! 
tary of war, as related to the petition" of Michael — 
be referred to the committee of claims to! report. by * 
otherwiſe. My S099 eee 
Mr. Swanwick, from the conic of. commerce ad 
manufactures nom was recommitted 4 report on the ſub- 

of 'kjdnappidig negroes and 'miilattoes; made another re- 

oo 'that buſineſs, recommending a reſolution to the fol: 

effect, viz. et that it is not expedient for this houſe to 
interſen wic ny wan law of the'ftates on this ſubject.“ 
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Mr. Swanwick, obſeryed that this report was contrary to 
his opinion on the buſineſs 3 but as che committee hau — 
pretty unanimaus in their opinion of the propriety of thus re- 
porting, he ſhould not object to its being concurred in. 

Mr. Hartley thought the important, and fuch as 


not to be decided upon immediately. N 
12 Gallatin moved that the als be * — 
to a committee of the Whole, and, Mr - Sit ä 
the motion It — = wg committed to 2 A 
of the whole on M ne,. 

Mr. Swanwiclk, the ſame committee, alle made 


reports on the petitions of William Pinchin and 
M“ Farlane . The former prayed for the interference of Con- 
greſs in à claim which, he profeſſed to have — the collec- 
tor of this port · On this the committee reported, — it 
did,not appear from evidenet that the petitioner bad any 
on the collector, although if he had had any ſuch, a court * 
law would have been a proper tribunal for redreſs, and that 
therefore he have leave to withdraw: his petition 

Andrew MFarlane had formerly earriet on a trade to Can- 
ada, and now prayed for certain draw - backe on rum which 
he might export into the weflern ——_ the committee 
reported, that any proviſion of this kind would. be danger+ 
ous. to the reyenue, and that therefore the petitianer. have 
leave to: withdraw his e The houſe eee in 
theſe reports -. 11 jt 

The houſe, went into a comme of ae whole on. the 
ſubje& of further revenue · | 

Mr. Dent in the chair. I} 23 * 1 

— Williams ſaid, he could have vibed that che motion 

this buſineſs bad ſucceeded, in order that the 

— eight ve gone into a committee of the whole on the 
report reſpecting the military eftabliſhmept;,in order that it 
might have been aſcertained whether certain, dedyQions 
which were contemplated would not take place. He truſted 
they would, which together with certain deductions from the 
naval eſtabliſhment, would conſiderably reduce the ſum pro- 
poſed to be raiſed by a direct tax» . He thought, therefore, 
it had been better to have gone into the ſabjett of appropria- 
tions before they came to a concluſion on the preſent buſi- 
neſs. For his own part, he ſaid whatever ſum might be 
wanted, it was his opinion that it would be beſt to raiſe it 
by indirect taxes; ſince he could not conſent to go into a 
ſyſtem of direct taxation, until indirect taxes ſhould be ex- 


ſmuggling, bur an additional duty 2 ot be raiſed from it 
0 ” pe | 


c 3 


hauſted- · But he believed if the preſent revenue was not 
diminiſhed by unforeſeen difficulties, it od prove equal to 
all the demands which might come againſt it - This bei 
the caſe; it was only neceſſary for hen to organize à di. 
tax; in order to have it ready to be reſorted to in caſe of ne- 
ceſſity; and in that caſe our citizens would meet it with 


cheerfulneſs: he wus cenifident that een oe could. 
be ſupported by direct taxes, und he wiſhed: to convince other 


powers that this*was'the caſe.” He. deſpiſed cringing to 
any nation. Let them, ſaid he, 2 ene yeo 
on our own ground; we can defend ourſelves; 32 7 

/ It appeared to him that a deduchem migbt he made from 


the naval department of 218,120 dollars, Which was the elti- 
mate for ſeamen, ſince, the veſſels were not built, not 


would they be for this year · In the report of the dommittes 


to Whom it was referred to inquire whether any and what 
amendments were neceſſary in the act for the military eſtabo 
liſnment, it was to be recommended to ſtrike out the dra» 
oons, and to add eight privates to the infantry; but h 
they ght theſe would not be wanted im the peace eſtabliſh 
went; there would therefore be a'-deduRion' of the dra- 
There might alſo be great deductions in the commiſ. 
—— ſo that in the military and naval depart: 
ments there might be à deduction of from 6 to 800,000 doR 
lars; probably more; and if ſo, a ſmall ſum would only « x 
wanting. But, if it ſhould be ſuppoſed otherwiſe, then it 
would be neceſſary to caſt about for the beſt means of raiſin 
the money. He believed the mode propoſed by the gent 
man 25 South Carolina (Mr. Harper) for an increaſe to 
certain of the impoſt duties would be the beſt. A conſidera- 
ble augmentation might be made to the preſent revenue from 
foreign ſpirits imported. It would not, he ſuppoſed, be pro- 
per do augment the impoſt duty, | becauſe it might lead; to 
Dy "Why exciſe. Jo i ww . 3 
The preſent ſyſtem of exciſs: on wine ROY ſpirits, 
he ſaid, was unequal; and only one fourth part ſo — 
as it might be. And indeed if by an increaſe of duty only 
one-third of the quantity ſhould be uſed, the health — 
rals of the people would be leſs injured. At preſent, he ſaid, 
it was notorious, that many of the Europeans coming into 


this country, and finding ſpirits at ſo low a price, fell into the 


immoderate uſe of them, and thereby rendered themſelves 


incapable of being uſeful as artizans or farmers. Any tax, 


1 


therefore, which would have a tendency” to prevent this ex · 
ceſs, would not only benefit the revenue but preſerve the 
morals of the people. Mr. W. had-it from the beſt autlio- 
rity, he ſaid, that in the laſt war; one of the beſt Britiſh regi 
ments, lying at Albany, though when they came there they 
were a ſober and diſereet ſet of men, by reaſon of their be. 
ing able to get ſpirits at a very low price, they could not re- 
frain from the uſe of them, and became mere ſots. 

The preſent mode of collecting the duty on forei ſpl 
rits was unequal, becauſe five dollars were paid for a licenſe 
to authorize a perſon to ſell ſpirits and the like ſum for wine, 
and one w ho ſold only 30 gallons in a year; paid as much as 
he who ſold 5oitimes as much · This licenſe, he ſaid, laid 
hard upon the lower claſs of people in the country; becauſe, 
in the interior of tlie country, a retailer may not ſell more 
than 30 gallons a year, which would be moſtly uſed by ſick 
perſons, and the tax fell very unequaliy j but 
if perſons were to pay in proportion to the quantity ſold, the 
produce, which at preſent was 58,000 ane, . bein« 
creaſed to thres or four erg a vr hu ed. 

It had been chat an debe an might be rel 
ed on ſalt ; but, as it had been jaſtly ſtated: by; th e gentle- 
man from Pennſylvania (Mr. Gallatin) it was ry to 
act with caution in taxing that article, becauſe it Mold fall 
very unequally. As far as it was uſed by man, it would ope · 
rate as a poll · tax; but with reſpect th cattle, the farther they 
were removed from the ſea coaſt, the more falt wes; neceſſa- 
ry to be given to them- - The farmer near the ſea coaſt uſed 
no ſalt for his cattle; but thoſe in the remote parts of the 
Union were obliged to uſe confiderable quantities at a very 
high price ; an additional duty on falt would therefore be 
more burdenſome to farmers in general than would be a 
land tax. The only recommendation which a' duty on this 
article would have, it would be certain; but, as it operated 
ſo unequally, this tax ought not to be gone into, or at leaſt 
no great a tation ſſoulu be made. If a land tax was 
not agreed to, e, a N addition: might be mags to 
the preſent duty. . 11 90. 

Admitting that the ha punter} bh the . . | 
South Carolina, of additional impolts be the beſt, the com- 
mittee of ways and means might be left to judge upon what 


articles an/- increaſe of duty would be moſt proper. 


He — . it t to be made __ upon. en er 
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and expenſe, but would leave . —— 
ject to — of ways and męea nass fs 

Heu ood 60% dollars had been received for lande 
ſold, egreeably to the act of laſt ſeſſion, if that ait had allowed 
the apportionment of the land in ſuali lots as was chen lug · 
geſted, much more of it would have been ſeld; as the qpi. 
nion of the majority had however. been found: to be wrongs 
he truſted it would be remedied this ſeflion,: chat the ſales 
might 0.00/again, and that ſome very mee 

had from that quarter- ; OY 22 l“: M461 124 9% 

n — taxes, be ſaid, we ought to have two objety 
in view, viz · the ſtrength and wealth of our nation 3 as to the 
ſtrength of our nation, it was derived fromethe number of 
its inhabitauts; its wealth from the — pr agri / 
eulture· They ſnhould, therefore, be eſhedally.careful how 
——— — ments on Agricnltnran z : leg. , [44143 

+» Add, informed them of the annihilation 

— by means of direct tanation -  He.ceferred geutle- 
men th the ſituation of the — emplre in its ĩnnoc 
aſked them whether they had any direct taxes?--Noy i 
taxes, ànd taxes upon Juxuries. and ſpices from the Indies 
were their ſources of revenue ;. but, as ſoon a0 they 
their: ſyſtem to direct taxation, it operated to their ruin 
their children were ſold for faves, and the empire fell from its 
ſplendour- Shall we then follow this ſyſtem ? He truſted not 
Mr W. ſaid, notwithſtanding his objettions ty direct tanes 
being adopted at the preſent time, he had no cbjection to the 
organization of a plan which might be reſor ted to, in caſe of 
arly unforeſeen embarraſſments befalling our commerce. 

hey ought toconlitler, he ſaid, that the conſtitution: of 
che United States guaranteed to each individual ſtate a repub 
lican form of government. Some of thoſe: governments, 
were ſupported by direct taxes, and the i reaſon was 
obvious, they had no other means of raiſing tha money. 

This being the caſe, and the conſtitution of the United 


States havin guaranteed that right how, he aſked, were thoſe 


ſtares. who er the den governments by direct taxes at 
2 to anſwer the . of both chan _ their 
lands? 

A tax on haind; Mr. W. gan, mult be vary: unequal; be- 
cauſe there was no way of reaching the monied men, who 


lived in great cities, and though large holders of land, their 
land was in the hands of their — who muſt pay the tax. 


There would not be leſs than fifty millions of property 


— 
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which would eſcape a tax of this kind. The tax would; there: 
fore, be unequal j and he knew no way of coming at'monied 
men, unlefs, as in ſome of the ſtates, men ſhould he obhi 
to come forward and ſwear to the ſumis of money they had on 
intereſt ; but this, he ſaid, was multiplying oaths — 
Beſides, Mr. W. ſaid, our country was ſo ſituated, that 
there was great difficulty in getting a land tax with any cer- 
tainty, in the ſtate of Delaware, R Iſland, Connecticut, 
and great part of New. Jerſey, it might be got at valuation; 
but in other — it operated very unequally. Nor did he 
agree with the gentleman from Fennſytvania (Mr. Swan- 
wick) that the land tax in — 
The land tax there was laid by valuation; it was true that 
it was eſtimated in ihe Doomſday Book; but, though it was 
une qual at firſt, it had been remedied by time, becauſe when 
land was transferred from one hand to another, it was bought 
according to the high or low price at which it was taxed. If 
it was valued high, it fold proportionably low, and if low, 
high in proportion; bot, in a new country, like ours, he ſaid, 
it was impoſſible 10 hay a land tn with any degree of 
accuracy. In European countries, he ſaid, the commonality 
did not hold land. It was in fow hands ; but was this the 
caſe here? Or was it wiſhed to be ſo? Here, hie ſaid, the 
community at large held land. Every man, comparatively 
ſpeaking, held his Few; ; or if they found a difficulty in getting 
it, they went back into the country and aſſiſted in clearing freſh 
land. Nor ought this deſire of poſſeſſing land to be checked. 
Another thing, he faid, they ought not to lay à tax that 
one citizen ſhould live upon another. Although the gentle. 
man from Pennfylvania (Mr. Gallatin) ſuppoſed it would not 
coſt more than ſeven and an half per cent: he believed it would 
coſt more than thirty per cent; and if ſo, the public officers 
live upon thoſe people who. pay the nu 
Mr. W. ſaid it was ped aim that we had already tov 
many officers. ' Let any gentleman take up Neckar on the 
finances of France, and it would be found that there were 
more officers in this government than in France, in propor- 
tion to the number of its inhabitants, before the revolution. 
He hoped, therefore, they would not be increaſed. Beſides, 
in thus creating officers, the f ty and economy of a re- 
publiean eee was in a great degree deſtroyed ! 
* it was ſaid by mercantiſe gentlemen, that the — 
did not pay his proportion of taxes. Very few: obſervations, 
he thought, would prove this. The common farmer, he ſaid, 


land did not operate equally . 


1 6 ) 
paid a tax according to his crop; if he had but au indiſſarent 
crop, he parted with his money freely. Sometimes, 5 
they got credit from the merchant, upon the proſpect of a 
good crop, and, if they were diſappointed, diſtreſs and ruin 
were ſometimes the eonſequenſetse ... 
It was well obſerved by the gentleman from Pennſylvania 
(Mr. Gallatin) that the only — was.in collecting 
taxes from farmers was owing to the want of circulating me- 
dium. The common farmer, he: obſerved, had little to do 
with money, he lived moſtly by bartering one ching for 
ther · A common mechanic in town had more money thre 
his hands than a farmer in the county. 
But ſaid the gentlemen from Pennſylvania (Mr. Swan⸗ 
wick) the farmers are becoming rich · Suppoſe they: are, were 
not perſons in cities alſo growing rich? Did lands in the 
country, he aſked, riſe equally with lots in the city? Did the 
rents of farmers increaſe: with the houſes in the city? Ile 
believed not, bv the advantage was in fayour of cities. [Hg 
would aſk how many farms in the country let ſor a ſum equal 
to that gent)- man's hotel and circus over the way, viz-; 50ol 
a year? That gentleman had charged gentlemen with vot- 
lay Say money fer the Federal City and other-purpoſes, 


With unconcern, becauſe the money Was, raiſed from com- 


merce; but, he would aſk whether the farmers voted for 
building frigates, and what his obſervations were when voting 
for a-naval; armament, a treaty; with Algiers; &c. Theſe were 
not for the intereſt of the farmer, and {till there was no diffi- 
culty in raiſing money for theſe he next vie 

that gentleman took was on the banks of che Hudſon, to ſee 
the farmers there fit at their (eaſe, whilſt; the por merchant 
could — for fear of his property at ſea · If that gen- 
tleman was fond of a rurablife, he ſaid; he ſhould be glad ii 
che would come and live beſide him. It might add value to 


their country. He had no objection to his enjoying his plea» c 


ſure in the way he liked beſt, and he hoped he would permit 
them to enjoy theirs, which he believed equal to any thing 

. which could be found in all the luxuries of a cit. 
It had. been ſaid that it could not be ſuppoſed that a farmer 

paid any part of the duty of goods ſold by auction. If the 
merchant, he ſaid, made bad calculations, and ordered 5 

s than he could diſpoſe of, was the farmer to be injured, 


becauſe of this folly The farmer ſometimes miſcalculated as 
well as the merehant, and was ſometimes obliged to ſell the 
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whole of his produte, and his farm too to pay his debt. But 
would gentlemen ſay that merchants had not gone on wrong 
principles, and inſtead of making their remittances in pr 
time, had gone into land ſpeculations, and ſome of them having 
gone into the carrying of contraband articles, had from ſtep 
to ſtep augmented our difficulties. ., N 

Merchants, he ſaid, ſhould follow their true intereſts, and 
then they would not be embarraſſed and obliged to ſend their 
goods to vendue to make good their payments at the banks; 
but if they would not attend to their buſineſs, could the far- 
mer help it? For bis on part, he viewed all theſe matters as 
tending to one point; things would hy and by find their leyel · 
The merchant would find his true intereſt; the country was 
growing rich; luxury and diſſipation, he believed, had out- 
run population; but, he expected things would ſoon remedy 
themſelves. #7 "+; 

He was alan. ghee the ſyſtem of direct taxation ſhould be 
brought forward, and organized, that at a proper time it 


* 
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might be carried into effect. 5 : 
e thought differently from the gentleman from Pennſyl- 
vania with reſpect to the effect of a land tax on emigration. 
The fertility, and ſalubrity of the climate were . to 
tempt people to come to this country, but a land tax would 
rather deter, than encourage emigration. Mr. W. wiſhed 
to encourage commerce as far as was conſiſtent; but not ſo 
2s to injure agriculture. The wealth of this country, he ſaid, 
aroſe from agriculture ; it was from the ſurpluſage of agri- 
culture that all our importations, and conſequently the im- 
poſts were paid, for. Should they then check it? It was 
from agriculture and rural life that population was increaſ- 
ed: from agriculture, the militia, the bulwark of our nation, 
was ſupported ; and whilſt it furniſhed freight for our own 
veſſels and thoſe of foreign. countries, (the fiſheries excepted) 
ſhould they check it ? He thought not- He hoped, therefore, 
they ſhould do nothing more at preſent than organize. the 
ſyſtem. This being done, we can have recourſe thereto, in 
caſe our commerce ſhould be interrupted, or indirect taxation 
be found inſufficient.” Pp ni at. | 
Mr. Craik ſaid he ſhould not follow gentlemen through all 
the arguments uſed on this occaſion ; becauſe he thought a 
greater part of them inapplicable. He believed the queſtion 
before them was one of the moſt important which had been 
9 55 that houſe ſince the adoption of the preſent go- 
OL. II. | . 


vernment- And however gentlemen had attempted by the 
courſe of their arguments to divert the attention of the com. 
mittee from it, he hoped they would not ſucceed. He truſt. 
ed the „ "Oh calculations of the gentleman from Maſſa. 


chuſetts ( Varnum,) intended to lead the committee ta 
believe that inſtead of improving the revenue, they might 
look out for objects of expenſe, as the revenue was more than 


ſufficient to defray the current expenfes, would have little 
effect. And when told by the gentleman from New-Jerſey 


(Mr. Henderſon) that it would be a ſubje& of great irrita. 


tion; that it was an unpopular queſtion ; that the public was 


not ready for it; it was enough to alarm the houſe; but he 
truſted ſuch inſinuations would have no influence upon the 
deciſion of the queſtion. ' | Ws 11 6. CHEST 

He thought the good ſenſe and underſtanding of the houſe, 
exerciſed upon the materials before them, would point out 
the neceſſity of entering fully into the preſent buſineſs. There 
could be little doubt, be ſaid, that revenue was really want- 
ed. He believed that the incorrect ſtatement of the gentle- 
man from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Varnum) had'been ſufficiently 


expoſed by the gentleman from Pennſylvania (Mr. Gallatin). 


The only organized ſyſtem grounded upon an opinion that 
revenue was wanting, was that which had been introduced 


by the gentleman from South-Carolina (Mr. Harper) and 


he thought, from the principles contained in that plan, the 


ſtion before them had a ſtrong claim to attention. He be- 


lieved that reſolution went to eſtabliſh the principle of neceſ · 
{ity to go into the plan propoſed by the preſent report - 
The obſervations which had been made on the preſent 
eſtion, went more to the quantum of revenue, than to the 
principle itſelf. When they were told they were not to meet 
the preſent propoſition becauſe it would be unpopular ; be- 
cauſe viewed as an enginè of government—an unwieldly ma- 
chine in the hands of government, not to be brought into 
operation. Such e might create alarm; but it was 
neceſſary to ſee how they were founded: e 
Mr. Craik faid, when he looked at the ſituation of the re- 


venue, and ſaw the reliance which was placed on foreign re- 


ſources, he was convinced of the neceſſity of adopting the 
preſent meaſure; and when he reflected on the motion for 


putting off the preſent queſtion, by means of extending the 


indirect taxes, he was diſpoſed to apologize for the preſent 
ſyſtem of revenue laws. He believed they owed their origin 
to exiſting circumſtances. When the preſent federal govern- 
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went was erected, it was conſidered in the nature of an expe- 
riment ; it went into operation with fear and hope ; many 
were oppoſed to it; and it might be conſidered wiſe and po- 
litic at the time, that the people ſhould have an opportunity 
afforded to. examine the ſyſtem, and that nothing ſhould be 
propoſed to them of an — nature, but that every 
thing ſhould be carried on in as eaſy a manner as poſſible. It 
was — on this account that a ſyſtem of direct taxes was 
not propoſed to the people at an earlier period. 

He believed that it was 4 meaſure of policy, which could 
not be queſtioned, that every government ought to arrange 
its taxes, ſo that every man of property ſhould pay his equal 
proportion of them. He believed that it was neceſſary for 
that purpoſe to have both a plan of direct and indirect taxa- 
tion in operation at the ſame time, as when every man bore 
his proportion of the public expenſe it drew tighter the bands 
of connection between the people and the government. Was 
there, he aſked, a gentleman in that houſe, whoſe obſerva- 
tions did not furniſh him with inſtances under the preſent 
ſyſtem, of wealthy independent farmers, ſelling perhaps from 
a thouſand to fifteen hundred buſhels of wheat in a year, who 
were ſo inſulated by their ſituation, their economy and fru- 
gality, as to make their own clothes, to ear their own produce, 
and to drink the juice of their own fruit, and who, therefore, 
pay nothing towards the expenſes of government, except a 
few cents duty upon the ſalt uſed ? Was it, he aſked, right 
and proper, that ſuch a deſcription of perſons ſhould be ex- 
cuſed from bearing a portion of the public burthens? He 
thought it was not · This afforded one reaſon, amongſt many, 
in favour of originating direct taxes. But there were others 
more.weighty. Was there a man who looked at the ſituation 
of our country, and ſaw the precarious foundation on which 
its finances ſtood, who did not tremble for the conſequences ? 
It was not neceſſary, he ſaid, to draw an imaginary picture, 
nor to excite alarm; it-was not neceſſary to go into calcula- 
tions of what was probable ; to be reſpected abroad, it was 
neceſſary revenue ſhould be firmly eſtabliſhed. He believed 
it was the ſinew of government, the oil which was to keep 
the wheels of it in motion- | 

He was afraid this view of the ſubject had not ſufficiently 
engaged the attention of gentlemen. When he read the ac- 
counts in the public prints of the flagrant attacks made upon 
our commerce; when he not only ſaw depredations and ſpail- · 
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ations committed, but actual hoſtilities threatened, he thought 
there was ſerious ground for alarm. | 1 
One of the ſtrong objections to a direct tax, was, that 
we could not expect immediate revenue from that ſource; 
but the force of this objection applied with equal ſtrength to 
the adoption of any energetic meaſure. If it required time 
to mature this plan, it was neceſſary to begin it immediately, 
that it might be gradually prepared, and ready whenever 
neceſſity thould impel them to have recourſe to it ; for it 
would be preſumption, and the height of folly, to ſuppoſe, 
we ſhould always be exempr from what was the common lot 
of other nations. The propriety of the meaſure of increa 
our revenue, had been agreed on all hands, however gentle. 
men differed about the mode of effecting it. It appeared to 
him eſſentially neceſſary to originate ſome plan of direct taxa. 
tion to which they might reſort. If it be admitted that ſuch 
a plan is neceſſary, though not be carried into immediate ef. 
fect, the preſent queſtion ought to be agreed to. Mi 
If he underſtood the gentlemen from New-York, New. 
Jerſey, and South-Carolina (Mr. Williams, Mr. Henderſon, 
and Mr. Harper) all agreed, that further revenue was ne- 
ceſſary, and two of the gentlemen were in favour of originat- 
ing a plan of direct taxes. The queſtion then reſulted, to 
what object of direct taxation ſhould they apply? They were 
an agricultural people, and the great capital of the country 
was in land. If a direct tax then muſt be laid, land was the 
proper object for it. He conſidered that the farmers, not- 
withſtanding their want of ready money, when compared 
with the inhabitants of cities, as poſſeſſed of great part of the 
wealth of the country, and that they ought therefore to pay 
their quota of the public taxes. 3 > 
It might be neceſſary, Mr. Craik ſaid, to examine ſome of 
the objections which had been made to this ſyſtem. And here 
he would obſerve that gentlemen ought not to expect any 
thing like perfection in any ſcheme of taxation. Taxes were 
only a choice of evils; they were unpleaſant, but they were 
neceſſary. It had been objected againſt a direct tax, that it 
was unequal on account of variety of population, wealth and 
ſituation.— Gentlemen had not been ſatisfied with ſuppoſing 
that a bad plan might be adopted; they had ſuppoſed the very 
worſt to be entered into; that the aſſeſſors to be appointed 
would be the baſeſt of men; but he truſted the committee who 
was charged with this buſineſs, would have the good ſenſe to 
prepare ſuch a plan as ſhould be freed from many of the ob» 
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jectlons which had been brought againſt it. Mr. Craik dif- 
fered in opinion from the gentleman from South-Carolina 
(Mr. Harper) that this tax would bear hardeſt upon the far- 
mers far removed from the ſea coaſt. He believed they would 
rather have the advantage than otherwiſe, from the low value 
put upon their lands. The expenſe of collection had been 
urged as an objection. He had been much ſurprized to hear 
gentlemen calculate that expenſe, one at fifteen and one at 
thirty per cent · He wondered that the general accuracy of 
thoſe gentlemen ſhould have ſuffered them to have wandered 
ſo much from the point on this occaſion. He believed the eſti. 
mate of the gentleman from Pennſylvania, (Mr. Gallatin) 
was a high one at ſeven and an half per cent. An objection 
of this kind was leſs applicable to land, than to taxes on any 
other ſpecies of property. | 

A tax on windows, or an hearth- tax, had been propoſed 
as a ſubſtiture, which would in fact be nothing more than an 
houſe tax · He thought that ſuch a tax was [able to every 
objection that could be made againſt a tax on land, and to 
great many others peculiar to themſelves. Houſes were an 
equivocal repreſentation of property, and a tax on them 
would fall on ſome parts of the country much heavier than 
on others. Indeed it was ſuſceptible of ſo many obvious ob- 
jections, that they were not neceſſary to be detailed. 

Mr. Craik ſaid, he did not conceive it important to gointo 
an inquiry how far it was prudent or politic to go into an ex- 
tention of the impoſts, as he had no authority on which to 
found his opinion; and he would caution gentlemen from be- 
ing diverted from the queſtion by an expectation of an increaſ- 
ed revenue from thence. It had been proved very ſatisfac- 
torily by the gentleman from Pennſylvania (Mr. GaPatin) 
that there was no certainty of an advance in the impoſts. Up- 
on a calculation of the duties paid upon goods from the Eaſt- 
Indies, Weſt-Indies and Europe, they amounted at leaſt to 
ſixteen per cent. and were gentlemen prepared to ſay that 
even this duty might not prove a temptation to merchants to 
become ſmugglers. | 

Many would turn their ſpeculations on this ſubject, if they 
had ſuch proſpect of ſucceſs as any conſiderable duty would 
give them; it had been the caſe, he ſaid, merchants were not 
to be conſidered a diſtinct order of beings : they were, at 
preſent, the treaſurers of our taxes; if the revenue became 
too heavy, they would be induced to rob the nation of it.— 
However, he meant not to caſt any reflections on gentle · 


. 


men iti that calling 3 he thought they were hone mem; a 
deſerving acknowledgements from the houſe : he wiſhed 0 
avoid throwing out a temptation- 

The queſtion was an abſtract principle, and did Serpent 
gentlemen to this ſource of taxation only; if others could 
be found more eligible, they might be applied to. 15 

It would be proper in the firſt place to draw upon that 
ſource for conſiderable revenue- But that government may 


never want a reſource, he would wiſh.a ſyſtem of direct tax · 


ation may be prepared, to which recourſe may be had. He 
would be willing not to apply to it, if an increaſe of indirect 
tax would not be too burdenſome, and he believed the gen- 

tleman who firſt introduced it would be the ſame. He wiſh- 
ed the houſe to decide whether the power was veſted in 


them. The ſituation of our affairs, in his view, imperiouſly 


demanded an increaſe of revenue : and our en were, 
of ſtill greater demands. 


He hoped, therefore, the committee would find no difficul- 


ty in agreeing to the propoſition before them. 

Mr. W. Lyman ſaid, a land tax had always been conſider- 
ed as an impolitic tax. It would be well to inquire why this 
tax ſhould have been ſo conſidered; whether the whole 
world had erred in this caſe, or there was ſome natural cauſe 
for the opinion? He thought there was good ground for the 
opinion. A tax on land was calling forth property before it 
was produced ; for, until land was cultivated; it produced 
nothing. To call for a tax in this way had alſo a rendency 
to diſcourage the cultivation of land. 

Mr. L. ſaid, he admitted that the conſumer paid indirect 
taxes; that they did not come from the merchant, but 
from the perſon who purchaſed the goods for conſumption. 
Nor was it the perſons who cultivated the ground who paid 4 
direct tax on land ; but thoſe who bought the produce of 
the land from the market. The n. ow the duty in 
this caſe as well as the other. 

The queſtion, then, he ſaid, was merely as to the beſt 


mode. There was another conſideration- If, ſaid he, you 


call for a direct tax on land, you call upon a claſs of people 
who perhaps have not money to diſcharge it. A man who 
poſſeſſes land, or who is the cultivator of it, may not have 
money, until he has ſold his produce. To colle& the tax 
in this way, was therefore tedious, circuitous, and uncertain 
What was the caſe with reſpect to indirect taxes. In indi- 
rect taxes, or exciſe, the proceſs; he ſaid, was unerring and 


r 
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certain. They were ſo much ſo; that an eminent writer on 
the ſubject had ſaid, it was pay the debt to government, or 
pay the debt to nature.” The tax muſt be paid, or the per - 
ſon muſt ceaſe to exiſt wi ei 
When he contemplated the ſubject in this point of view, 
and if he were right, that direct taxes were paid by the con - 
ſumer as well as indirect taxes, he could not be at a loſs what 
vote to give on the preſent occaſion» | | 
In —— point of view he conſidered direct taxes, they 
could nat, in his opinion, be compared with indirect taxes. It 
was true, that indirect taxes, and all taxes in a greater 
or leſs degree, were unpopular; but this never happened but 
when they were puſhed too far. An impoſt or an exciſe 
may be ſo exceſſive as to be incommodious; but this, he faid, 
was not the nature of the ta. 0 Yau u Hieb; 
This, he ſaid, was not the caſe with a direct, or land tax. 
This, though ever ſo ſmall, was paid unwillingly; a poll- 
tax was the fame. And a man called upon to pay apoli-tax, 
did not ultimately pay the tax; for a poor man ho earned 
only juſt ſufficient for his exiſtence, would ceaſe to exiſt, if 
he were not to make a proportionable advance on his labour. 
In what ſituation was government ? It calls upon a man 
to pay a direct tax, perhaps unable to pay it. This mode, 
he ſaid, was circuitous, unſafe, and not to be relied upon- 
This reflection convinced him, that this country had choſ- 
en indirect taxes as the beſt — mode. He thought it 
had made -a wiſe choice. He knew very well that a caſe 
might be ſtated in which a direct tax would be neceſſary. A 
caſe might be ſuppoſed in which every thing might be put in 
requiſition- But that was not the preſent queſtion. In cafe 
of an invaſion, or a war, it might be neceſſary: both to put 
property and-perſons in a ſtate of requiſition. He would not 
pretend to ſay, that, in ſuch a ſituation, direct taxes, or any 
other, would not be proper; but, in no other ſituation, 
could he think ſuch a tax ſhould be called for. | 
Some gentlemen, oppoſed to the adoption of a direct tax at 
preſent, were of opinion that they ſhould at leaſt agree upon 
a plan of direct taxation which might be ready in caſe of 
emergency. But he did not think ſuch a proceeding neceſſa- 
ry, or that it would anſwer any good purpoſe. He believed 
it would never be neceſſary to go into the buſineſs, except in 
an extreme caſe. He — 0 did not think it worth 
while; for, however welba plan might now be laid, it might 
be unfit to be acted upon when it was wanted. Whoever 
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ht compoſe the legiſlature at ſuch a time, ap ren 
— — to FG an what was neceſſary. : 
not for anticipating legiſlation in that way 

Beſides theſe general obſervations, which were a | 
to all countries; there was one which applied partic — to 
the United States. If a direct tax was laid, it muſt be accord · 
ing to the laſt cenſus. In this way the tax would fall very 
unequally; for, it would be found chat the population in ſome 
parts of the United States exceeded that of other parts in pro- 
portion to the extent of territory, and wealth and produc - 
tiveneſs of ſoil. Wherever commerce had extended to a 
conſiderable degree, the landed intereſt would be taxed on 
account of the population which thoſe. improvements may 
have produced. Population, was, perhaps, as ſure a mean of 
judging as any other, of the ability to pay, of any diſtrict; but 
from 3 of the United n was as he ſaid, 
good criterion at preſent. 

Coming from the ſtate he did, ha ſhould be obliged, if be 
did not generally object to the ſyſtem of direct taxation, to 
object to it on that account · He did not think a a tax 
could comport with the intereſt of a populous ſtate · | 
tlemen thought ſuch a tax would fall heavy or une wi 
thinly inhabited ſtates, he muſt give up his argument, 

did not believe this could be the caſe. „ 73 p 

Fe might have ſaid that direct taxes were individually ut une- 
qual; unleſs upon the principle that conſumers: pay the duty 
It was not in human wiſdom: to lay a direct tax equal. But 
ir Sas ſaid, that money muſt be had; that — was a defi-, 
ciency in the revenue, and therefore this tax muſt be laid 
Several gentlemen, he ſaid, had proved that there might be 
conſiderable retrenchments made in the public expenditure; 
perhaps enough to make the receipts equal to the expendi · 
tures. They had not yet determined how far the military 
and naval eſtabliſtunent might be curtailed, and ſeveral other 
articles of expenſe would admit of retrenchment Beſides, 
if that were not the caſe; and the ſum in queſtion mult be raiſ- 
ed, he thought there were certain articles of importation 
which would admit of a higher duty, and which would not. 
only produce revenue, but operate as an encouragementof the 
manufactures of our own country. 

It would be recollected, Mr. L. ſaid, that petitions had 
been received from hat and glaſs manufacturers, and various; 
others, praying for an augmentation of duty on thoſe articles, 
as they found the preſent duty not a ſufficient protection to 
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the intereſts of the country; beſides, th at it was, ot a - 
ry to reſort to this article of taxation, as ide b and, ex- 
ciſe might be ſo regulated as top ;roduce revenue, 15 5 2 
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for an additional duty. He knew! "was productive: ; 
could never be the intereſt of aby « coun to tax le 
thought it the molt oppreſſive that could Fig this was 
truly a miniſterial tax. He would hot, therefore "be under- 
ſtood to ſay, that, in voting agen: a direct tax, be meant 
to vote for a tax on ſalt. He thoug ht, indeed, that there 
were ſo many other articles which Salad admit of a higher 
duty, that there was no neceſſity for reſorting to that · It 
9 "ew be an — ching, if, aft ter declaring 
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this country free and proſperous beyond all calculation, 
ſhould be brought into ſuch a ſituation, as that nothirljz c t 


fave it but direct taxation. He fondly hoped, he ſaid, we 
were a free, enlightened and opting country. He wiſhed 
he could ſay that the government had uſed our peculiar advan- 
rages to the beſt purpoſe z but every one viewing the propo- 
ſition before them, muſt be of a rent opinion. We mäß, 
ſaid he, either believe the United States ate nor proſperous 
* the natural cauſes of gur proſper ity had beef defeat 
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diſcuſſion had been ſo long in contemplation, that members 
would have been more 5 Imit 
ted the laſt ſeſſion to be neceſſary, and the ſecretary of the 
treaſury had been directed to report a plan. At that time 
hey were convinced more revenue was wanted; that by 
anticipations, and other cauſes, we were in a ſituation to re- 
quire a direct tax ; but now they heard that the jax was im. 
praQicable, unwiſe, impolitic and unjuſt. . 
He objected to its being impracticable z indeed, this had 
rather been ſuggeſted than proved, and he had been ſurpriſ- 
ed to hear ſuch a charge. To fay that ſo imporrany a ting 
as the laying of a tax on land was imptacticable, was a mo 
extraordinary affertion,; but he truſted, as it had been found 
perfectly practicable in moſt of the ſtates, it would be found 
practicable with us. It had been perfectly practicabſe, and 
moſt effectual, he ſaid, in the ſtate of Pennſylvania; and.if 
fo there, hy not practicable in the preſent cafe 
The gentleman from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. W. Lyman) had 


faid.that in ſome parts of the codntry the people were more 
numerous than in others ; and that a direct tax would call 
upon them to pay according to their numbers. Were not 
the manufacturers, he ſaid, who might pay this, exempted 
from the impoſt duty, which would be equaT to the direct tax 
which they were called upon topay ? And indeed if they were 
not called upon for a direct tax they would pay. no tax at all. 


But with reſpe& to individual injury, he faid it would be as 


juſt as any other tax; the principle was more juſt, becauſe 
land would be taxed only in proportion to its value. No in- 


than this. 


direct tax would operate equally „ but would be more wege 
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Bot it was ſaid, this tax would fall upon the conflime 
le differed in opinion from the gentleman from 
chuſetts | in this. reſpet. Wealth — induſtry, he ſaid, n 
pay taxes. Induſtry was the cauſe of wealth. A tax may 
be levied upon the poll ; but it muſt be id out of wealth · 

But it was ſaid, wealth could not be found; it could not 
be found, it was true, in all its avenues; but in thoſe in 
vhich it was viſible and expoſed. Was there a greater maſs 
of wealth than land? Certainly not. It was ſaid that it diſ- 
couraged cultivation; hut it did no ſuch thing · 

Mr. F. ſaid, Pennſylvania had always been in the habit of 
collecting direct taxes, whilſt a colony $a ſince- « This tax 
had the effect to prevent the land from being engroſſed, and 
kept it in ſmall tracts. Direct taxes were not impoſed until 
indirect taxes had been tried to the greateſt extent. 

Mr. F. ſaid, there were greater landed eſtates than any 
other; and Why ſhould they eſc a tax? It could not be 
ſuppoſed that he could advocate this tax from any other mo- 
tive than principle, ſince the whole of his property and that 
of his conftity ituents was land ; but, ſaid he, we conſider it as a 
juſt and equal tax. Ir isnot unpopular, wethink } it prefera- 
ble to an indirect tax. People in towns, he ſaid, paid 
every thing they kat, drink, or wear, and therefore paid n 
of the impoſt duty; they did not pay much of it, and there- 
fore would not object to a ſmall tax on their land · . 

Mr. F. ſaid, E had obſerved a conteſt in that houſe be- 
tween the agricultural and trading intereſts. He had 
thought it was too early a day to have introduced that kind 
of ſpirit. If they took a view of the country, or of the mem- 
bers in that houſe, they found one and the other almoſt alto- 
gether agricultural. It was certainly the moſt productive 
N in the * and why ſhould ĩt not pay its ſhare of 

blic expenſe ? _ 

hs proſperity of the commercial intereſts, depende ed prin- 
cipally on agriculture, and a direct tax was to Equa- 
lize the taxes. * 

Salt, he ſaid, had been mentioned for an additional duty. 
This was a moſt neceſſary article for the poor- Sugar alſo, 
though it had been called a luxury ; but he believed it was 
become from babit a neceſſary of life. Bohea tea was an ar- 
ticle uſed by the poorer claſſes alſo · If this principle of tax- 
ing the poor prevailed. in our taxes, if they were to take tax- 
es where they could get them, he tb. not | know where they 
ſhould ſtop. 
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Was it got a little ſurpriſing, he ſaid, to ſee * mem 
of that Valle” whoſe tines art oli in ave Ul 
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or his part, he was 10 convinced, from moral and politi. 
cal 19 oo gr the neceſſity and policy of the meaſure LY he 
80 vote for the reſolution. 
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from another, and therefore L revenue could be 
en lt Garter) eee? 

1 5 S. ſaid, he ſhould mention a” circumſtance which * be 
had from 800d authority, which would prove that the pre- 
ſent duty was not paid with that facility which they had heard 
of, viz. that in one city only of the United States three hun- 
dred writs had been iſſued againſt n mercharits, for the 'reg0® 
very of their bonded duties 7 

Nan was a fact, and he could not doub it, he did note 
think _ was a proper time to increaſe the uty « on impoſts. 
With reſpect to direct taxes, he was a little ſurpriſed to hear 
the en which had been raiſed to them, 7 ur in every 
ſtate, except two, a — 55 n of this kind was adopted; how the 
idea of a direct tax an impracticable meaſure came t 
be thrown out, he could not imggine- 1 ſorry it ha 
been mentioned, ſince it might bave ae fee to weaken the 
confidence in government. Wich reſpect to What 5 ap 
faid on the ſubje& of modification, that would be matt 
future conſideration · The only Nees were (what he hag 
already ſtated) was revenue wanted? If it was, , whether they 
were ready to adopt the plan propoſed: by his colleague, 


agree to a direct tax? He hoped, therefore, they i nd then 


come to a deciſion upon the queſtion. 


The calls for the queſtion, ': and the committee to riſe, vers 


again 15. ann 

arper ſaid, he felt an apology neceflary for again 
troubling the committee with a few remarks 3. bur he promiſ- 
ed they ſhould be as few as poſſible. He'th aght it neceſſary. 
to a a few in reply to certain things which had been ad - 
_ againſt the propoſition which he had laid upon che 
table. 

It was (aid, that they were not able at o make an 
accurate judgments upon the ſubject. He t DI were. 
Some parts of his plan, he ſaid, had been placed Fight by | 
no means conſonant with the truth of the caſe. Bi al 
ceſſary, therefore, to correct ſome falſe views which had been 
given of the \ ubject, and place them in their true light. 

A member from Pennſylvania (Mr. Gallatin)” yeſterday 
ſtated, that all the calculations which he had made. on the 
ſubject of impoſts, were wholly imperfect and vain, e 
they were made bn duties receivable; inſtead of received 
the cuſtom- houſe, and that the amount of duties receir 
was very far belqW his eſtimare. But the gentleman. c 
to have Ferolleg es that Rong e N ot cater | 
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n any one year, but upon the average produce of ſeveral 
years conſequently, though the amount in one year miles 
leſs, the average would be the ſame and the truth of his po- 
fition that the duties were increaſing would remain unaffe&. 
ed. Whether the amount of the receipts was eight or five 


millions it made no difference as to his poſition. 


* 4 * * * 


If the drawback, he ſaid, were, taken for any one year, it 
would be erroneous, as the deductions for 1795, went to the 
year 1796, and ſo on; but when the average on ſeveral 
years was taken, it would be found right. 

le had aſſerted that his ſtatements would not be greatly 
affected by either war or peace ; nor did he believe they 
rould.to any conſiderable extent. But the genfiemgn from 
Nennt lyania had 2 a very great defalcation of the 
revenue in caſe of peace. He did not think it would be 
qual to the increaſe of population which would be likely to 
— — place in conſequence of ſuch an event. It was ſaid,th; 
when a peace ſhould take place, a great part of our carryi 
trade would be withdrawn, and leſs capital would bei . 


«%% + # 


ania (Mr. Gallatin) would ſoon bleſs our light ; but though 


trade, like thatcarried ns opt or Engliſh, it — 5 
depend up pede. oſe.nations, in order to de · 
fend their commerce were obliged to keep up large navy 
eſtabliſhments (perhaps at a greater expenſe than all the be- 
nefits derived from fach a commerce would warrant z) but 


our commerce, ſaid he, depends upon an exchange of the ne- 
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ceſſaries of life with which we abound, for the ſuperfluo 
labour of other countties., It was therefore the'intereſt? 
thoſe countries to keep up this commerce; they depended 
upon it for bread to eat. Therefore, even in 4 ſtare of war 
they were under the necefſity of winking at'7commerce'up- 
on which their very exiſtence almoſt depended. In the 1 
war, perhaps there was us Fred 2; amount of duty paid as at 
preſent, in proportion to the population of the country.— 
Therefore, however great the evil of a war might be, it 
would not, he ſaid, defiroy our commerce. And with reſpect 
to the plunder of our property by ſhips of war of different 
countries, it could not be greater than it had bee. 

It had been ſaid, that the objections to a land tax were 
equally ſtrong againſt a window tax, a tax on ſtills, or other 
taxes of that kind, but this was a miſtake.” The difference 
was, that, in one caſe, they were apportioned by govern- 
ment upon the people, and in the other the people choſe 
themſelves what part of them they would pay. And even 
admitting (which he did not believe) that money was as plen- 
tiful in the country as in cities, {till this objection would lie 
„„ dee 
It had been faid, that the impoſt duties could not be raiſed: 


but no proof had been brought of this. His colleague had 


indeed adduced a fact which he meant as proof, that in one 


town zoo writs had been iſſued for duty. But this did not prove 
that the duty was too high; but that the merchants had all 
of them over- traded their capitals, of Which they had had 
proofs enough already. If the duty had only been one half 


the preſent amount, the ſame thing might have happened. 
Mr. H. then adverted to his plan, and defended it againſt 
the objections which had been urged againſt it · He obſerved 
that much had been ſaid on the ſubject of ſmũę gling. They 
ſhould advert, he ſaid, to the difference of ſituation betwixt 
this and foreign countries. What was the ſituation of Hol- 
land, Spain and Great-Britain, in this reſpect? They were 
divided from each other by rivers, or by narrow ſeas which 
might be croſſed in an open boat which would carry over 


30, oool. worth of dutiable goods in a few hours. On this 


account ſmuggling was carried to a great extent; but in 
this country, he ſaid, the Atlantic muſt be croſſed, or a great 


part of it, before an article could be ſmuggled. + 


_ He concluded with ſaying, that if there were no other 
ſource but a land tax to ſupply the deficient revenue, he 
would vote for it; but he believed a tax on windows or 
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us sd bnd FR. 14421 ien [71393 
_ letter was received from, th he Secxetary of 9 1. Teal ury. 
It incloſed two reports from the p 195 war. One 
them reſpected the preſent 1 naval eſtabli 
ment . This Was, 10 motion 0 b och 55 referred ti to b 
committee on that ſubje&., The other Foo: the 3 
and harbours of the United 1 with an eſti 
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es for 1797 · It mas referred to elect committee on that | 


_ buſineſs. 5 % No 
Mr. Venable from the committee of elections, made a a re- 
perk, viz · that Mr. Dana from Connecticut was copies 
this eat; and that they had pr . t op ine the 
Ar V 215 tag 
the ſecond middle diſtrict of M lecion of Mr lat no one of th 
Petitioners, or their agents, had appea 755 this ſeſſion to 
ny 4 evidence on 
ſubje; that the ſirting member had produced evidence th 
the election in the town of Dracutt; (the e unfairneſs of wh 
A5 been ee of) was conduct With fairneſs a pro- 
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on the table. 8 
Mr. Dwight Falter, om the e cormities. of eb deen al 
reports on the petitions of William Clark, Yo , Carp 
Neſtler, and John Stevenſon, who prayed to be placed on 
the Penſion liſt. The report was a an the amr Lak 
Mr. Livingſton: moved that it ſho KF be m He ſaid that 
by the rules adopted, many miſerable objetts bad been reduc- 
ed to LO diſtreſs. He * it poſſible that ſome aſſiſtance 
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3 
could be given to them. To his certain knowledge many 
poor 2 on the frontiers, who never had an opportunity 
of hearing about the ſtatute of limitations, were thrown out · 
The motion for printing was ſecondec. 
The ſpeaker explained that the regular way would be to 
move for a committee of the whole houſe to take up the re- 
rt. ETA 
12 Macon ſaid that tlie beſt way for the gentleman to 
get at his object would be to move a ſimple reſolution for 
reſcinding the act of limitations ; after ſome farther conver - 
ſation the reference to a committee of the whole was agreed 
to. The motion for printing was rejected; e 


Noes 39 | 
Mr. Hindman gave in an application of Jeremiah Nichols, 
a collector of port duties, for additional ſalary. Referred to 
the committee of commerce and manufacturès. 
The peat ag laid before yo houfe a Zener {2p the _ 
ney general, accompanying His report re ng. the title to 
the Bnd ſituated i the Bock. Gelen — the United 
States, claimed by certain companies, under a law of* the ſtate 
of Georgia, paſſed in 1794, made in purſuance of a refolution 
of Congreſs in 1795 3 Which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. Sprigg, jun. laid on the table a reſolution to the fol- 
lowing feed % Reſolved that the committee . to 
inquire into the progreſs made in carrying into effect an act 
for the ſale of land north-weſt of the river Ohio, and above 
the mouth of Kentucky river, and alſo what alterations are 
necefſary in the ſame, be further inſtructed to inquire what 
— bs been made in carrying into effect an act for re- 
gulating grants of land for military ſervices, &c. and alſo if 
any and what alterations may be nece ry in the fathe.” 
The ſpeaker laid before the houſe the following communi- 
cation from the Preſident of the United States, together with 
very voluminous documents therein referred to, which, after 
ſome debate on the propriety of the meaſure, were ordered to 
be printed, without being read ; I 


5 


— 
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Gentlemen of the Se nate, and 
of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 

AT the opening of the preſent ſeſſion of Congreſs I men- 
tioned that ſome circumſtances of an unwelcome nature had 
lately occurred in relation to France ; that our trade had ſuf. 
fered and was ſuffering extenſive injuries in the Weſt-Indies 
from the cruiſers ds agents of the French Republic; and 
that communications had been received from its miniſter here 
which indicated danger of a further diſturbance of our com» 
merce by its authority, and that were in other reſpects far 
from agreeable : but that I reſerved for a ſpecial meſſage a 
more particular communication on this intereſting ſubject. 
This communication I now make. 

The complaints of the French miniſter embraced mot of 
the tranſactions of our government in relation to France from 
an early period of the preſent war; which therefore it was 
neceſlary carefully to review. A collection has been formed 
of letters and papers relating to thoſe tranſactions, which I 
now lay before you, with a A. to Mr. Pinckney, our Mi- 


niſter at Paris, worms. bu examination of the notes of the 


French Miniſter, and ſuch information as I thought might be 
uſeful to Mr. Pinckney in any further we he 
might find neceſſary to be made to the French government. 
The immediate object of his miſſion was to make to that go- 
vernment ſuch explanations of the principles and conduct of 
our own, as by manifeſting our good faith might remove all 
jealouſy and diſcontent, and maintain that harmony and good 
underſtanding with the French republic which it has been my 
conſtant ſolicitude to preſerve. A government which requir- 
ed only a knowledge of the truth to juſtify its meaſures, could 
not but be anxious to have this fully and frankly diſplayed: ' 
- S. WASHINGTON. 
UNITED STaATEs, ? | IR 
January 19th, 1797, 
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From Mr. Pickering, ſecretary of ſtate, to Mr. Pinciney, 
plenipotentiary to the United States, at Paris. 


DEPARTMENT or STATE, January 16th, 1797- 
sin, PORN ee Be our 


IN my letters of the 5th and 26th ult. I ſent you two 
notes from Mr. Adet, the miniſter of the French republic to 
the United States; the former dated the 27th of October, 
and the other the r5th of November laſt ;; and my ' anſwer: 
to the firſt. - The latter note embracing numerous topics of 


complaint, and going as far back as the year 1793, required a 


particular examination of all the tranſactions of our govern- 
ment from that time to the preſent. The other indiſpenſable 
duties of the office prevented my entering on this examination 
as early as I had expected, and the current buſineſs has re- 
tarded the purſuit. The reſult of this examination I am now, 
by the direction of the Preſident of the United States, to com- 
municate to you- This hiſtory of our affairs you will find 
ſupported by doeuments, many of which were delivered to 
you at your departure, and the reſidue will be herewith tranſ- 
mitted. The remarks and reaſonings on facts you will duly 
appreciate; and from the whole, joined with your own ob- 
ſervations, you will be enabled, it is believed, to vindicate the 
United States, and to demonſtrate their impartiality as a neu- 
tral nation, their fidelity in the obſervation of treaties, and 
their friendſhip as an ally. © <4 Er 

The diſcuſſion on which I am entering will involve much 
repetition ; for the general queſtions and particular caſes 
grouped: together in the miniſter's laſt note, have been ſub- 
jets of controverſy and correſpondence from May 1793 to 
this day. Some other points have indeed been contended for, 
which the miniſter has now paſſed without notice. Why they 
are omitted I know not; for in theſe caſes the United States 
were as poſitively charged with violating treaties as in thoſe 
which he has been pleaſed now to detail. Some of them it 
may be found proper to introduce, to render leſs imperfect 


the view of our relations to France. | 

The complaints of the French miniſter againſt the United 
States, have reference to three principle ſubjects. ; 

Iſt. To the abandonment cf their neutral rights to the in. 
jury of France, in not maintaining the pretended principles 
of the modern law of nations, That free ſhips, make free 
goods, and that timber and naval ſtores for the equipment 
and armament of veſſels, are not contraband of war. 


1 


2d. To violations of our trearles with France, even in 
| * 2 W598 1 
& To the treaty of amity and commerce between the 
United States and Great-Britain.; which he alledges © de- 
ives France of all the advantages ſtipulated in a- previous 
- treaty-'”” A fourth complaint is truly ingenions,' The fer- 
tune of war has conſtrained ſome of the belligerent powers 
from enemies to become her allies; and if the all aban. 
donment of the rules of the modern law of nations, in its con» 
ſequences, works an injury to thoſe allies, from that moment 
France is alſo injured, - Perhaps it will be in time to notice 
this laſt charge when thoſe allies » thenſalvee complain; if the 
anſwer to the firſt; involving the ſame principle, ſhould nes 
render ſuch notice altogether unneceſſary, 0 

I ſhall now preſent to your view thoſe fects and obſerva. 

tions which will prove, we canceive, that the Miniſter's com- 
plaints are without any juſt foundation. | 

Under the firſt charge, that we' have nat maintained, as we 
ought to dave done, our neutral rights, it is alleged; © 
tſt. That the polition, tha foes ſhips, make free goods, 
is an eſtabliſhed principle of the modern law of nations, and: 
that Great. Britain, by capturing French property an board 
our voſſels, has violated our neutral rights ; and that unleſs 
we compel Great- Britain e thaſe rights, Fr Farce " 
be juſtified in violating them. 

Not to remark on the flnguiay reaſoning, that if one war» 
ring power commits an act of mjuſtice towards a neutral and 
innocent nation, another warring power may lawfully com: 
mit the like injuſtice, we may aſk what authority is adduced, 
to ſhow that the modern law of nations has "eftabliſhed the 


principle, That free 1 b make free goods? Vattel ſays 


poſitivehy * that s belonging to an enemy on 
board a neutral ſhip, are ſeizable by the rights of war.“ A. 
— to this long eſtabliſhed rule of the law of nations 
rance herſelf, in her marine laws, has directed that the mer- 
chandizes and effects belonging to ber enemies which ſhalt be 
found on board neutral veſſels ball be good prize.4 By 2 
former law, indeed, the neutral veſſels themfelves, as well 
as the effects of her enemies on board, were declared to be 
good prize. Valin remarks, however, that this regulation 
was peculiar to France and Spain ; and that elſerere the 


„ Book 3, ſec. 115.--+ Valin page 250, Reg: Oct. 21, 1744, art. $ 


t Valin vol. 2, page 292, 253. 
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of the enemy were alone ſubjectod to confiſcation. And 

in the treaty of France with the city of Hamburg, in 1769, 
it was ſtipulated that * all effects, proviſions and merchandize 
whatſoever belonging to her enemies and found on board 
the veſſels of Ha g ſhould be confiſcated.” TY 
Mr. Adet-remarks, that one of his predeceſſors, in July 
1793, applied on this ſubje& to the government of the United 
States, but was unſuceeſsful. He muſt refer to Mr. Genet's 
jetter to Mr. Jefferſon, dated July gth, 1793, [the ſub- 
je& was reſumed in terms ſtill more extraordinary in his let - 
ter of July 25th, 1793,] to which Mr. Jefferſon anſwered 
on the 24th, declaring * his belief that it cannot be doubted 
but that by the general law of nations, the goods of a friend 
found in the veſſel of an enemy are free, and the sof an 
enemy found in the veſſel of a friend are lawful prize. 
«It is true that ſundry nations, deſirous of avoiding the in- 
conveniences of having their veſſels ſtopped at ſea, ranſacked, 
carried into port and detained, under pretence of having ene - 
my goods on board, have, in many inſtances, introduced, by 
their ſpecial treaties, another principle between them, that 
enemy bottoms ſhall make enemy goods, and friendly bottoms 
friendly goods; but this is altogether the effect of particular 
treaty, controuling, in ſpecial caſes, the general principle of 
the law of nations and therefore taking effect between ſuch 
nations only as have ſo agreed to controul it.” And it is plain, 
that it was to avoid the inconveniences reſulting from this 
neral rule of the law of nations that France and the United 
States ſtipulated, in the 23d article of their commercial treaty, 
That free ſhips ſhould give freedom to goods; and that 
every thing ſhould be deemed free which ſhould be found on 
board the ſhips belonging to the ſubjects of either of the con- 
tracting parties, although the whole lading, or any part there. 
of, ſhould appertain to the enemies of either, contraband 
goods being always excepted.” It is alſo plain that this ſti- 
pulation was intended to operate (indeed it was its ſole object 
and otherwiſe could have no operation at alt) when one of 
the parties ſhould be at war with a nation or nations with 
whom theother ſhould be at peace. France, therefore, has 
now no right to complain if the goods of her enemies find 
protection on board American fhips, or to pretend, that in 
order ** to reſtore the balance of neutrality to its equilibri. 
um,” ſhe may ſeize on ſuch goods: the juſt equilibrium be. 


State Papers, page 50, 53, 53. 
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tween her and the United States will be reſtored When we 
are at war and ſhe at peace; at which time the goods of our 
enemies will find protection on board the veſſels of her citi- 
nee, „ Ts: FIC a 960 
2d. It is alleged that we have abandoned the modern pub. 
lic law on contraband, and by our treaty with Great-Britain 
granted to that power, excluſively, the free carriage of articles 
for the equipment and armament of veſſels. 
Here as in the former caſe the queſtion recurs, what is the 
law of nations on the point in diſpute? * Vattel defines con-. 
traband goods to be commodities particularly uſed in war 
ſuch are arms, military and naval ſtores, timber, horſes and, 
even proviſions in certain junctures, when there are hopes of 
reducing the enemy by famine.” In the treaty between 
France and Denmark, concluded on the 23d of Auguſt 1742+ 
2“ Tar was declared contraband, together with roſim, fails, 
hemp, cordage, maſts and timber for ſhip building.“ Thus, 
on this account (ſays Valin) there would have been no cauſe, 
for complaining of the conduct of the Engliſh, if they had not 
infringed particular, treaties ; for of. right theſe things are; 
now contraband, and have been ſo ſince the beginning of this, 
century, which, however, was not the caſe formerly.“ The: 
modern public law on contraband,” mentioned by Mr. Adet 
and his predeceſlors, probably refers to the principles declar-. , 
ed by the armed neutrality during the American war. This 
tranſaction is too remarkable to be paſſed unnoticed. Ks 
During that war, Great-Britain and the other belligerent 
powers, exerciſing the rights aſſured to them by the law of 
nations, made. prize of enemies property on board neutral 
veſſels, and of contraband goods belonging to neutrals. Eager 
as neutral nations muſt be to ſeize the opportunity which war. 


preſents, of becoming the carriers for the belligerent nations, 2 
whoſe {hips and mariners are wanted for military operations, i 
it was perfectly natural that the former ſhould deſire to ef». * 
tabliſh as a rule that free ſhips ſhould make free goods - or in 1 
other words, that neutral bottoms ſhould protect the goods I: 
on board to whomſoever theſe belonged z. and it was equally. b 
natural for them to deſire to diminiſh the liſt of contraband · 
In reſpect to the latter it muſt have been particularly intereſt R 
ing to the three northern maritime powers, from whoſe do- oy 
' minions chiefly the other maritime nations of Europe received it 
ſupplies of timber and naval ſtores, to ſtrike theſe from the c 


* Book 7, ſec. 112. + Valin. vol. 11, p. 264. 
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liſt of contraband, or by ſome means to exempt them from 
capture» ** p | Wy 7 

With theſe diſpoſitions, the Empreſs of Ruſſia, in Febru- 
ary 1780, made public the principles on which ſhe' would 
maintain the commerce of her ſubje&s. It is neceſſary here 
to recite only two of them. 1ſt.” That all the effects belong- 
ing to ſubjects of the nations at war ſhould be'free on board 
neutral veſſels; contraband goods excepted. 2. That the 
articles of contraband, ſhould be regulated by the 1oth and 
11th articles of her treaty of commerce with Great-Britain, 
extending the regulations of thoſe articles to all the bellige- 
rent powers. | ; ; 

To enforce the obſervance of - theſe principles, ſhe gave 
orders for equipping a conſiderable part of her marine. 

In July of the ſame year, Denmark acceded to the prin- 
ciples of the armed neutrality, and entered into a convention 
with Ruſſia, for maintaining them, aſſuming for her rule in 
determining what articles ſhould be deemed contraband, her 
treaty of commeree with 'Great-Britain, concluded the 1xth 
of July 1670. In the 3d article of this treaty, the deſcrip- 
tion of contraband goods is in general terms; “any provi- 
lions of war, as ſoldiers, arms, machines, cannon, ſhips, or 
other things of neceſſary uſe in war.” But by a convention 
concluded at London on the 4th of July 1780, between 
Great-Britain and Denmark, © To' explain the treaty of 
commerce of 167e between the two powers,“ the articles 
deemed contraband are particularly enumerated, and among 
them we ſee ** timber for ſhip-building, tar, roſin, copper in 
ſheets, ſails, hemp and cordage, and generally whatever 
ſerves directly for the equipment of a veſſel, unwrought iron 
and fir.planks excepted.” It is remarkable that theſe' are 
the very articles admitted as contraband in the 18th article 
of our treaty of commerce with Great-Britain, and for 
which admiſſion Mr. Adet declares ** all the commercial re- 
lations be - een France and the United States are entirely 
broken.“ ab NEL | 

But ir is further to be noticed that this convention between 
Ruſſia and Denmark, concluded in the midſt of the Ameri- 
can war, for maintaining the principles of the armed neutral-' 
ity, and to which other European powers acceded, is expli- 
citly declared, in the gth article, to have been concluded and 
agreed on for the time that war ſhould laſt* ; though it was 


Ll 


* Hit, armed neutrality, page 77, Marten's Treaties yol.2, page 103. 
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to ſerve as a baſis to future engagements. which circumſtances 


might render neceſſary, on account of new naval wars in 
Europe; and with the latter view, the king of Swegen 


manifeſted: the utmoſt ſolicitude leſt the war ſhould be cloſed. 


without the intervention of the neutral powers. He there. 
fore, was urgent that the Empreſs, with all the parties to the 
maritime convention, “ ſhould propoſe to the belligezent 


powers the eſtabliſhing of a Congreſs, in which the diſferent 


concerns, both of the powers at war and of the neutral ſtates, 
ſhould be examined and terminated.” And theſe concerns 
he afterwards mentions to be © the pacification, and the /at- 
tling of a maritime code of laws ;”” objects truly important, 
5 the ſolicitade manifeſted on the occaſion by 
e King · | 4 1 
But theſe ſteps of the King of Sweden ſerve as additional 
proofs that the principles of the armed neutrality were nt 
conſidered by the parties to the maritime convention, as ſanc- 
tioned by the exiſting law of nations. For permanently to 
eſtabliſh: thoſe aſſumed principles, by introducing them into a 
maritime code, was obviouſly the influential motive with the 
King for deſiring a Congreſs, at which ſuch a code might he 
ſettled with the aſſent of all the nations of Europe. But this 
project did not ſucceed : no Congreſs was formed: the belli- 
gerent powers made peace at different.periods;--and with that 
war ended the maritime Convention. This no nation has 
more reaſon to regret than our own, as well becauſe the 
principles in queſtion reſpect ſome very valuable por tions of 
aur exports, as becauſe our diſpoſition. and our policy pre- 
ſerving us in peace, ſuch an extended liberty of commerce 
would prove highly advantageous to us as carriers, for the 
powers at war. 4 1 8 
We have ſeen then, that the law of nations, the marine 
laws of France, her own treaties as well as thoſe of other na- 
tions, and even the ſyſtem of the armed neutrality, incon- 
teſtibly eſtabliſh theſe principles, That enemies goods on 
board neutral veſſels are rightfal ſubjects of capture and con- 
demnation ; and that timber and other articles for the equip- 
ment and armament of ſhips, are contraband of war : and, 
therefore, that the admiſſion of theſe principles, in the treaty 
between the United States and Great-Britain, not being a 
grant to her of any right (for in what ſenſe could we be ſaid 
to give what ſhe before poſſeſſed ?.) furniſhes no juſt ground 


* Hiſt, arm. neut. page 147, 159. 
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of offence to France: Is 0 United 
States be faid to have © refuſed to other nations 2 right” 
which they , and we vol and mutually agreed to r- 
wunce ? Or low ate we chargeable with « partiality in favor 
« of England,” becauſe we do not take arms to camel her 
alſo to renduncb it : CO Tong 

But Mr. Adet, Rill reſting on the idea that not to compel 
Great Britain to renowunice to grant her a right, ſeems to 

imagine that i to obviate his complaints by 
ſaying “ That France hs by het treaty of 


Fa 


1778, to enjoy all the advantages i 
tion which the United States have 2 to Dt: 
not injured by tlie ſtipulations of the pu of 1794 ith 
Great Britain} relative to conttaband of war, as they become 
common to her. But we ſhall ſay no ſuch The 2d 
article to Which he refers has no ken to 
Had we granted any particular to Great n, 
iny other nation in reſpect to comniarce ind navigation, w. 
readily admit that by this article E. be immedi- 
= entitled to che lame. ek el | 


Dade d rr 
the very nature of IL 
United States, on the ſu eds of free 2 EY the l 
mitation of contraband, ſeenis to be forgotten. They took 
LN 0 The mot & equali 25 
« reciproci uld they then conſpire to wrote own 
Woul hey whata mutually ſtipulate for injuries 25 
Or for advantages ? 1 both conſidered 
the agreement 2 ny th ar; which 1 ＋ to —— 
in its turn, the freedom of commerce provided b 
that free ſhips ſhould make free wands | op tim 
ber and naval ſtores ſhould be « uded from the lift of 
contraband. 


Connected with this ſubject is what concerns the article 
of pro Mr. Adet ſays that « after having affured to 
the Engliſh the carriage of naval ſtores, the federal Govern- 
ment ww 4 to aſſure them that of meals; in a word, it de- 

ve cummerre only with E nglayd. Thus it ſtipulates 

the 52 article, that the 15 78 veſſels laden with 

rain, may be ſeized. under the pretext, that it is 

— Men to define 2 proviſions, and 
901 


. = 


other articles, which are generally excepted, could be claſſed 
in the liſt of contraband of warn 

There are ſo many extraordinary aſſertions in Mr. Adet's 
notes, 'thoſe in the eee excite no ſurpriſe, The 
federal Government is conſtituted of citizens who have 1 
common intereſt with their fellow citizens of the United 
States. That common .intereſt. has a peculiar relation to 
commerce, on the freedom and! i tenſion of which the pub. 
lic revenue and the general proſpefity of our country chiefly 
depend. Will it then be believed that the Government 
wiſhed this commerce to be reſtrained, 20-46-21 the com- 
merce in Meals which compoſe the moſt valuable part of our 
exports ? Eſpecially will it be believed that the Government 
tefred that our citizens might have commerce only with Ex. 
gland ? Let the general ſenſe of our fellow citizens anſwer 
ſe charges. Let the great maſs of our commercial bre- 
thren anſwer—they whoſe enterpriſe traverſes every ſea and 
Explores every region of the globe, to extend their gainful 
trade; citizens whoſe commercial adventures to France and 
her colonies have riſen annually to many millions; adyen- 
fures by which many , have hazarded their credit and their 
fortunes. Let among all our citizens none have been more 
ſolicitous to form a commercial treaty with. Britain z none 
more decided in approving that which has been made. 
For the reaſoning of our own government on this ſubject, 
I' beg leave to n > you to my letter of September 12th, 
1795, written by the preſident's-direftion to Mr. Monroe. 
Therein it was attempted to ſhow the 7 and our right 
of forming that treaty with Great Britin, and I hope it 
will appear to you that the concluſion is there fairly drawn, 
that even the 18th article, as it reſpects proviſions, would 
operate favourably to France. 3 5 

. Before the treaty with Great Britain, her cruiſers captured 
neutral veſſels bound to France with proviſions. She aſſert- 
ed, that in certain caſes proviſions were contraband of war; 
conſequently, that ſhe might lawfully capture and confiſcate 
ſuch proviſions: We oppoſed the principle and the praCtice- 
Britain inſiſted on her right. In this dilemma, it was agreed 
by the treaty, that whenever proviſions, becoming contra- 
band by the law of nations, ſnould be captured, they ſhould 
be paid for with a reaſpnable mercantile profit. This ſtipu- 
lation, without admitting the principle, dy ſecuring. the 
American mercharity from loſs m, caſe of capture, would 
certainly tend to promote rather tnan to diſcourage adven- 
tures in proviſions to France. 1 


A 


d But as this treaty has been the fubject of ſerious complaint 
| on the part 'of France, it is important fo eriquite with hat 
2 foundation the complaint is made. le ait nn tante 


ie might over the unworthy infinuxtions of the mini- 

2 der, that the treaty was entered into by ws u order to inflire®” 
d aivantages to the Hagia, and to furmiſß our ' own government 

to WM with « reply to the claims of France, and peremptiry mati ves fr 
be WY r-fuſals to accede w them ; that the true object f the negociation © - 
ly WM «cas incgſſantiy diſguiſed mt? pn pritexts; and coverell with! © _ 
nt Wl the veil of diſſ᷑mulatiom. Theſe inſinuations have been indiſ- 
n. crectly addrefſed to the people of the United States. Ther- 
ur vin gain no belief. It may, however, be uſeful for you 

nt de truly informed on this ſubjecc r. 
2 The Preſident's meffage to the Senate on the 16th o 
er April 1794, does not declare (as Mr. Adet afferts) „ that 
e- « Mr. Jay was ſent to London only to obtain a redreſs of 
id i « wrongs.” The Preſidem ſays, ' that Mr, Jay's miſſion  , 
ul Wl would announce to the world “ a ſolicitude for à friendly- ; 
id i « adjuſtment of our complaints, and that * going imme-- 
n- Wl « diately from the United States, ſuch an envoy would cars 
Ir of « 1 with him a full knowledge of the exiſting temper and 

re ſenſibility of our country; and thus be taught to vindicate 

nc „our rights with firmneſs, and to cultivate peace with 

| « fincerity.” - And ſhall the purſuit of either of theſe ob- 
i, eas be Jenieg'to us? What were our complaints? The moſt 

h, urgent _ the ſpoliations on our commerce, and the in- 
e. WM cxecution of the article of the treaty of peace reſpeCting the 

r poſts. With the latter was connected the Indian war, with 

it which we had been harraſſed for ſo many years; and with the 

0, Wl former, the injury or ruin of our merchants, and the conſe-. 

1d quent extenſive damages to agriculture... Theſe being the 


moſt prominent objects of the miſſion were of courſe moſt 
ed ¶ obſervable and moſt talked of; and without them the miſſion 
t- probably would not at thac time have been contemplated. 
5 But had we no other * complaints?“ Did not the impreſſ- 
te ment of our ſeamen, like the ſpoliations on our commerce, 
de. excite an univerſal complaint? Had we never manifeſted our 
ed nneaſineſs at Great Britain's avoiding a commercial rey ? 
Was it not even a ſubject of complaint and reproach ? Was 
Id IF not the inducing her to enter into ſuch a treaty the object of 
u- WW ivers meaſures agitated in Congreſs ? Had not a commercial 
he I treaty with Great Britain been earneſtly ſought for from the 
1d WW concluſion of the war to the time of Mr. Jay's miſſion ? How © 
n- Wl could Mr. Jay, after adjuſting the primary objects of his 


f neig — 
intercourſe; 8 a 
3. 
"tc War; W I greg ing on other 
— tes, or to them when they debt 
obj ects then, r 
4 pon} ec Keds hon eee 


ar IT 1. 4 Adet ſays, 60 that Mr. Jay's 
« yele "ped from its origin in the ſhadow 
9 whe, pd frm in aig i th dow of mtr Aa 
70 M er miniſter Mr. Adet ſhauld anſwer; or not have 
comp in ed., And was it for this, to make us a d 
re. hon 2 that ow * formed 
yy ate mit the exerciſe of our if is 
er terms) to th ——— 12 — 5 5 
of France f L. et the treaty itſelf arm the valve, en. The ein The 
« eſſential and. direct end of the preſent 1 9 
« to maintain ef Ne Ae 
« A abſolute and unli vritedi 1 0 the ſaid United 
« well in matters of 40 er commerce.” J h. 
wiſe: the tren amity an commerce, in its le de- 
. that his moſt Chriſtian Majefty and the nited States 
willing to fix che rules which — to be ſollowed relative 
6 correſpondence" ® and commerce which they deſire ta 
eſtabliſh between reſpective countries, Low pars 1 for 


their * 
« the” _y ing the moſt perf 
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tion in our treaty of amit nd ey with 5 RY 

the declaration of the oh de Noa. les her ambaſſador * 
the court of London, on the 1 3th of March. 1778, five weeks 
after the treaty was ſigned. Some paſſages 1. this declaration 
are ſo pertinent t to the ſubject i in diſcuſſhon 1 þ 2h quote them 


at length. 


The . Ambaſſador of. his moſt Chriſtin 
Ma eſty, has received expreſs orders to make the W 
declaration to the Court of * 3 | 


Treaty of alliance, Art. 2. 
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% The United. States of North, America quis ,ave 
Ha, e as 


I to: 


* 
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between the 9 nations * 2 IDES pipotent! 
ha ſigned a fxeaty of friendſhip 4 | 
— as A NN their mutual 0 coat 

« Hig Majeſty 
2 _ 


* 
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treatin with nation whatever whom & og au 

SEE Why afer all tis ow 
: Adet the complaint, That th 

. treaty were ſecretly 2 7 In other.) 


ment and. 


the French Miniſter or his Government the in 
eur Envoy for ſettling aur own diſputes _— — 


pronounced by them on 9 | 
uly 1776, having propoſed: pred w the ing 10 be * 
a formal Conxention, on to be e 


N 
\ 


their abſol ted rights of IE | 
in exercifin ute and unlimi « | 
— — the United States not lay open io | 


own Commerce with d Britain . 80 fat as. candour and 


friendſhip required, a. communication was made t the 


French Miniſter. He was officially informed“ That % 


Jay was .inſtruted not to, weaken, our ts to 
France.” This inſtruction was obeyed; Mr. Jay having 
ner $0. inſet In. the 251 anjeſe « of the 
explicit ee * nothing in chis Treaty contained 


Dee, 


— ublic , nt other Sarees or States.? 


—— thereon as he might judge 
See n will ſee jn Mr, Adet's letter 
— of State of June 3oth 1795; and the refutation of 
rake rang the Secretary's. anſwer” dazed. the 6th of 
July following. 

With theſe fats in view, facts of which the. chief are 
drawn from our Treaties with France, and from her own 
acts and laws, what o is to be formed of Mr. Adet's 
A ai That 22 Executive Directory regards the 


1 


3 Nor * victuals, N 2 ſuch al ſhall be neceſſary 


(Ge Y 


. of Cortinierce concludtd with "Great Britain as 'x 
oof the” Treaty made With France in 1778, and 
* t A Treaty of inte With Great Britain 


advert to the — 


French the ſuccours which frien 
out compromittin it, the American Government, 
« « thih eſpe: pect, Eiolated ie letter of Treaties.” e 
As far as I can diſcover, the ler art of tin cir 
d wholly on the 17th article of che Commereial | 
which therefore, it will be neceffary to examine. The 

pulations are mutual; but the examination will be Grplifi 
10 by tonfidering/ their wire: to France”: alone. . The 

article then declares—- 
. That the ſhips of war v ey ters of Prins may freely 


a e try the ſhips — . Tete rom their enemies; into the 
ports of the United States, out being obliged” to pa 
"apy, fets do the officers of che admiraftf or, any 0 0 


| 8. nenn N 
45 5 Nick prizes are not to be arreſted towers . 
by bs ter the ports of the United States. als, 
3d. the officers of the Vnited States hel wet wabe zy 
examination concerning the lawfulneſs of ſuch prizes: but 
ach. That they may hoiſt fail at any time, and depart and car- 
T prizes to /the places fled in their cortimifions. 
5th,” That, on the contrary, no ſhelter or refuge ſhall be given 
in the ports of the United States, to ſuch as ſhall have made 
prize of the ſubjects, le or property of France; but 
I ſuch \ſhall come in, being forced by ſtreſs of weather or 
the danger of the ſea; ſom — means ſhall be vigorouſly” 
ied that they go out and rere thence as ſoon * poſlible,. g 


beugte gere tee eee us epundepe. 
tained unde 220 articke””. ene n 2 
$4472 * (JN. M 


iſt; That foi ieee, not . 
or citizens, having commiſſions from any other prince or 
ſtate in "enmity with France, ſhall not kt thetr arge in” 
the ports of the United States. enn 

2d. Nor ſell their prizes, nor in any ket mariner exchange' 4 


their ſhips, merchandizes, or any other lading. 


4, 


oing to the ne port of the prince or ſtate,” 
from wha 9 . 47 


* 4 
4. „. $59 4 ' 
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The caſes that have occurred in the courle of, the preſent 
war, in relation to our treaty with France, particularly the 
17th and 22d articles juſt mentioned, haye led to numerous 
diſcuſſions, in which ſeveral points have been deliberately 
ſettled, either by legiſlative or executiye acts, or by judicial 
„%%% (rA 
The firſt important executive act was the proclamation of 
neutrality by e. prefideut of the United States. This Was 
iſſued on the 22d of April, 1793. er r e 
At the next meeting of c 15 on the 3d. of Decem- 
ber, 1793, the preſident laid this proclamation before both 
houſes., The ſenate, in their addreſs in anſwer to the pre- 
ſident's ſpeech, thus expreſs their opinion of the proclama- 
tion „ 
We deem it a meaſure well timed and wiſe ; manifeſt- 
« ing a watchful ſolicitude for the welfare of the nation, 
2 e | F a. 
e addreſg © houſe of repreſentatives was un- 
mouſly agreed to. We jen ji th paragraph j—., 8 
« The United States having taken no part in the War 
« which had embraced, in Europe, the powers with whom 
« they have the moſt extenſive relations, the maintenance 
« of peace was juſtly to be regarded as one of the moſt 
« important duties of the magiſtrate charged with the faith- 
« ful execution of the laws. We accordingly witneſs, with 
« approbation and pleaſure,. the vigilance with which you 
« have guarded againſt an interruption of that bleſſing, by 
« your proclamation, 1 our citizens of the con- 
« ſequences of illicit or hoſtile acts towards the belligerent 
parties; and promoting, by a declaration of the exiſting 
« legal ſtate of things, an eaſier admiſſion of, our right to 
« the immunities belonging to our ſituation.” “ oy 
Yet this is the inſtrument, thus approved by congreſs, 
and whoſe only object was to caution our citizens to avoid 
certain acts which would violate the laws of nations, which 
Mr. Adet has ventured to call « An infdicus proclamation of 
« neutrality ! RR , | 8 
The next executive act noticed by Mr. Adet, is the letter 
of the 4th of Auguſt, 1793, written by the preſident's 
command, by the ſecretary of the treaſury, to the collectors 
of the cuſtoms, and accompanied by the rules. which the 
preſident had adopted, for preventing all amendments in fa- 
vour of any of the belligerent powers. Theſe rules were 
conſidered as juſt and neceſſary deductions from the laws of 


nd . received among nations. The 
ry of che treafury is explanatory of 
arms inſtructions, particularly 
s to the 17th and 22d articles of our treaty with 
— 41 leſt by inattention or miſconception of them, ſhe 
b injure and her enemies benefitted. . The letter 
bes. rs enjdiniug the collectors to execute thoſe in- 
ſtructions „ with vigilance,” care, , and impartiality,” 
« becauſe omiſſions would tend to ex 'the government to 
“ imjurious bis gn 'and- ſuſpicions, and proportionably 
ée to commit the faith and peace of the country. 
How could ſuch wich ſuch reaſons to enforce them, 
not eſc — They were fracbd ind nequited to be 
EXEC firi impartiality ; conſequen to 
prevent Frenchmen continuing Mole er e 
Nr 


a | neutrality, which had been commenced under 


Gene s orders,. and which were calculated to involyc 
us in a Wir with Britain, Spain and Holland; for at that 
Pr Nu -r. e France: Frenchmen 

40 ferences thon thoſe ſecured 10 they 
were not forbidden to fell their 
e e 


Farce «well 46 hoſe of ate 
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09 — — the * 4 States — thoſe to which 
their attention had been called by the prefident's ſpeech. 
Mr. Adet aſks, “ what was its reſult ?” gives W 
2 following anſwer. © In conſequence of this law, the 
greater part of the French privateers have been arreſted, 
„ as well as their prizes; not upon formal depoſitions, not 
« upon eſtabliſhed teſtimony, not upon a neceſſary body of 
« proofs, but upon the ſimple information of the conful of 
« one of the powers at war with the French republic; fre- 
«. quently upo that of ſailors of the enemy-powers z ſome- 
« times according to the orders of the governors, but often 
« upon the demand of the diſtrict attornies, who aſſert, up- 
* on principles avowed by the government, that their con- 
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« viction was ſufficient to authorize them, withodt coms 
te plaint or regular information, to cauſe the privateers to be 
« proſecuted in virtue of the law above mentioned: And 
« when the miniſters of the republic have aſked. for juſtice 
« of the government, for the vexations experienced by the 
« privateers, in contempt of the 17th article of the treaty; 
« they have never been able to obtain ſatisfaction.” - | 
Judging only by theſe declarations of Mr. Adet, a | 
would imagine there had been 2 combination of the general 


and ſtate governments, and of our bpurti, to harraſs and 


do injuſtice to Frenehmen engaged in privateering · But 
our own citizens place a different eſtimate on this impeach- 
ment of their preſident, their ſenators. and fepreſentatives 
in congreſs, * judges and other public officers : and an 
examination of the caſes cited by Mr: Adey' to ſupport his: 
aſſertions, will manifeſt their incorreCtneſs: 

Firſt caſes The French Mrivateer den Pure an be: 
prize the Perſcub rance: * it 

On the 26th — 1794, Mr. Fauchel Sem 


that the prize bad ben, Cen the protext chat the Sans | 


where the prize was carried, to report the. circumſtances of 


the caſe without delay. On the 27th bf September, the 
2rnar 


ſeeretary informed Mr. Fanchet tliat the governor had de- 
cided the prize ſhould be. reſtored: On = 17th of 
October, Mr. Fauchet renewed his complaint, for on the. 


ſuit of the Elaimant. the — again been arteſted by . 
court. 


proceſs from the diſtrict ſecretary of ſtate an- 
lwered, on the 22d, with i tion that ought to have 
ſatisfied Mr. Fauchet. For admitting that agreeably to the 
law of the 5th of June, 1794, the -courts had a — (4 
and were 3 in duty to take cognizance of x 
within the FarifiRtion of the United States, or by priva-. 
teers illegally fitted in their ports (the right of trhich 
Mr. Fauchet did not eonteſt) they — 5 not refuſe it in the 
caſe of the prize of the Sans Pareil: the guard — 
«ious proſecutions being the judgment | for coſts and da- 
mages, to which an unjuſt — is expoſed. The cirs-. 
cular letter, written on this occafion to the governors of the 
ates, manifeſts the folicitude of our F to r 
exatious ſuits. i 0671 
Vol. IL | N 
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cided 4 that the diſtrict court of Maryland had juriſdiction 
. and ſhould accordingly proceed to determine agent an 


( 98 r 


Ad Caſe. Chase and Gibbs.” | 
By the copy of the — in the — 6 Court of 
the. Unſted States, in this caſe, you will fee that the court 
did not, as ſtated by Mr. Adet, determine * that the tri- 
4 bunals could decide whether a prize belonged to enemies 
gor to neutrals.” The queſtion — the court was of the 
cogniſance of a captured vefſet and cargo, the former the 
of a Swede and the latter belonging partly to ſome 
Swedes and partly 0 @ citizen of the United States; The opi- 
nion therefore pronounced by the Supreme Court applied to 
the euſe in which one of the claiments was a eitizen . of the 
United States. And after ſolemn argument, the court de- 


ti eaſe. agreeably to law and right,” + 

I will add nity one mort-remark—That the: 15th artiell 
— of which we are charged with violating, in ſuffer- 
our courts to take cogniſance of French prizes,  expreſsly 
| to, % the ſhips and goods taken from their enemies; 
and it is the c examination concerning the lawfulneſs of 


tion of ſuch prizes has been attempted: by our 
or tribunals, unleſs on clear evidence, or b pre- 
ſumption, that the captures were made in circumſtances 
which amounted to a violation of our en and terri- 
torial rights. r M 

$d Caſe. The. French prirateer cer L. Ami de ts Print » Petre, 
Captain: William Talbot, and her NN * the 'Vrouw 
Chriſtiana Magdalena. 

+ To the information contained in n che papers collected in 


| this caſe 1 have to add, that this cauſe was finally decided in 


the Supreme Court in Auguſt term 1995. The court were 
unanimouſly of opinion that in the particular circumſtances 
of  Talbot's 'caſe; "notwithſtanding his French commiſſion, 
and his taking an oath of allegiance to the French Repub- 


| bee, he continued to be a citizen of the United States. But 


theicauſe, as I arm informed, did not appear to have turned 
on this point. Talbot had aſſociated with one Ballard, 
commanding an armed veſſel called the Ami de la Liberte, 


vhich had been fitted out in the United States, and had u 
commiſſion. Talbot and Ballard cruiſed together as conſorts; 


and in fact it was Ballatd's veſſel that took the prize; Tal- 


bot not coming up till an hour after the capture, Ballard 


was afterwards tried, before the Circuit court, for N 


& ſuch prizes” which the article forbids, Spa no examina- 
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The court were alſo of opinion, from he tenor. of the 
evidence, that Talbot's veſſel was owned by citizens of the 
United States, to whom the prize money would an 
find its way in caſe of * 70 

Ballard and Talbot were both citizens of Virginia. The 
attempt of the latter t become a French Citizen, wh; con- 
ſidered to be fraudulent, being made for the ſole purpoſe of 
obtaining a+ ommiſſion, under colqur of which he might 
plunder the ſubjeCts of nations with whom the United States 
were at peace, 

An obſeryation ought not to be omitted here. That altho' che 
captors, Talbot and others, had been defeated both in the 
Diſtrict and Circuit Courts, yet they carried the cauſe up to 
the Supreme, Court: thus uſing. the legal right of appe 
to the court in the laſt reſort; a right which alike exerei 
ed by the ſubjects of powers who were enemies to France, 
has formed a prineipal ſubject of. Mr. ene! Mr. 
Adet's continued complaint. 

Ach. Under the head of complaints for — — profſe- 
cutions, Mr. Adet;mentions only two caſes in which dama- 
ges and intereſt, were allowed to the French captons, via. 
one of Ja nugftra Senora del: Carmen at Rhode Iſland, and the 
other of a ;Princeſſs des Aſturias at New-York, „ Yet (lays 
he) the tribunals have always allowed: damages to the — 
« tured, when they have — prizes illegal.“ 
far the facts will — this laſt aſſertion, I am not — 
of documents 10 determine: I preſume it is to be under- 
ſtood in a general ſenſe only, and to admit of exceptions. 
And in this ſenſe there will be no diſnculty 1 in admitting the 
truth of the aſſertion, and accounting for it. The captures 
here referred to, were made either — our juriſdictio- 
nal line, or by illegal privateers, being ſuch, as were equipp- 
ed in — — in the ports of the United States. 
Of theſe material facts the captors could not be ignorant; 
conſequently they could have no apology, for defending 
their unjuſt claims in our cOurts; and of courſe, / Wire 
juſtly condemned in coſts and dam 


ages. 
In the caſe of the prizes of the privateer the Citinen of 


*Larſeilles, damages were claimed by the ca but deni- 
ed. For thoſe prizes had been conſidered in the diſtrict oburt 
o be illegal. Ang although the ſentence of that court was 
reverſed in the circuit court, yet 5 upon the introducti- 
on. of new teſtimony on the part of che captors. This laſt 
deciſion was affirmed in the ſupreme court, yet without da- 


| 
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. mafmuch as the teſtimony was conſidered to be fh 
am 


F 
The ſame remarks apply to che prizes of the 


privateer 
General Laveaux z with this addition, that one of the judges 


diflented from the opinion of the court, je rom Potts 
nion that this privateer was covered American 

The privateer {a P had been regiſtered as an Ame- 
— — the name of the Haul. Dur- 


the embargo, in the ſpring of 1794, ſhe flipped out of 


ang 
Charleſton and went to Port de Paix; where ſhe was fold to 


one Blochos, a Frenchman, who armed her and provided 
her with a commiſſion. Having afterwards arrived at Charlef. 
ton, ſhe was recognized and proſecuted for a breach of the 
revenye laws, in having gone to a foreign port whilſt ſhe 
was in the legal predicament of 'a cagſfer. The diſtri 
.court condemned her : but on the application of Blochos to 
have her reſtored on paying the appraiſed value, the judge 
permitted him to take her, in a flate of warlke equipment. 
Shortly afterwards ſhe put to ſea and captured two valuable 
Britiſh' prizes, the brigantine Cæſar and Favourite. On then 
arrival, the one at Charleſton, the other at Savannah, fuits 
were commenced to obtain their reſtitution, as having been 
captured by an illegal privateer. The decrees of the _ 
were in favour of the captors, but without damages. 
ſupreme court diſapproedd of the reſtitution of the — 
teer without diſmantling her: and conſidered the miſtake 
committed in this reſpect a fufficient rexſon to cover the 
pany proſecuting from the payment of damages. | 
other caſes of captures by French privateers, 
which have been brought up to the ſupreme court, were de- 
cided at laſt Auguſt'term. In ſome of them, the circum- 
ſtances would not have warranted an award of damages; in 
others the counſe! for the captors omitted to aft for them. When 


demanded, - you: know that it is in the diſcretion of the court 


to grant or refuſe them: this diſcretion being regulated by 
all che circumſtarices of each caſe. Hence when a party is 


drawn before the court without good cauſe and vexatioufh, 


damages are always given; but are denicd when there 14 


pears a reaſonable cauſe of controverſy. - 

Fifth, Mr. Adet having briefly noticed ſeveral e by 
name, ſeems to reſerve thoſe of the Vengeance and the Ca- 
ſius for a full diſplay af unwarrantable conduct in the go- 
venment and cqurts' of the United States, and therefore 


deſcanty om them at ſome length; but with ſo many aber- 
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ations from the facts, with ſo many erroneous ideas con- 
cerning our juriſprudence, and ſo many injurious inſinua- 
tions ref ng our courts and their py Sr. it will be ne- 
ceſſary that you ſhould learn the true hiſtory of theſe caſes 
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Caſe of the French privateer la Vengeance. | 
” <4 DJ Su 4 4 240 e Ii 11 
For the full hiſtory of this privateer and her prize I muſt 
refer you to the documents in the caſe. "The principal facts 
are theſe. About the latter end of June or the beginni 
of July 1795, the privateer a Vengeance arrived at N 
York with a valuable prize called Princeſſa de las Aſturias. 
TA CI CEEIOT 
ſel, on ground that ſhe had been taken by an illegal pri 
vateer. The ſuit was inſtituted by Mr. 02 * ei 
the oaths of ſeveral witneſſes. In the progreſs of the cauſ 
theſe witneſſes were contradicted by the witneſſes produced 


on behalf of the captors, for whom a decree was 


y gf 
ven: claſhing evidence preponderating, in the jud 
K + the favour of the captors; bac ko ; he 
clared that there was probable cauſe for the ſeizure. 

After this ſuit for the prize had been commenced, the Spa- 
niſh conful complained to Mr. Harriſon, the diſtrict attor- 
ney, in his official capacity, of a violation of law, on the 
part of the privateer la Vengeance, in conſequence of which 
2 Spaniſh ſubject had been injured” Mr. Harrifon upon 
an inquiry found at leaſt a probability that the complaint re- 
ſpecting the privateer was true. This probability aroſe from 
what he conſidered as affording the certainty of material prof: 
and, therefore, in conformity with his official duty, com- 
menced a proſecution on the act of Congreſs forbidding the 
arming of privateers in our ports. The deciſion of this and 
of the prize cauſe depended on the ſame evidence. The de- 
ciion being in favour of the captors, Mr. Harriſon acqui- 
eſced in it as it reſpected the privateer: and he united with 
his aſſociate counſel in the prize cauſe in adviſing the like 
ſubmiſſion in that caſe. But the Spaniſh conſul deemed it 
his duty to purſue the claim to the court in the laſt reſort. 
This can warrant no complaint; for Mr. Harriſon remarks, 
that perhaps there never were cauſes in which more contra- 
dictory and irreconcileable evidence was offered, and in 
which the minds of the auditors were more divided as to the 
real ſtate of facts. 


N 
| 
| 
| 
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The ſecond — ſuit againſt the privateer, was for ex- 

arms and ammunition from the United States, when 
ch (exportation Was prohibited by law. The :evidence 
which appeared in the other cauſes gaye.xiſe to this proſecu- 
tion; and u won the trial the judge — e privateer. 
An appeal this ſentence was interpoſed by the French 
conſul. The appeal was heard in the circuit court, and up- 
on neu evidence the 2 the n n 


„ r 


„ * * that while * lk was pending in 


dhe prize, and another againſt the privater, the diſtrict at- 


torney ſhould exhibit a ſecond information againſt the priva- 

teer, on which the was arreſted anew, for Raving ex 

arms in violation of a law of the United States, which was 
force whey, the D ſailed from New —— and 


. he om filed on the ſimple declaration gf 
the. — * of the count, who as informed was 


js of the-confiſcation. As Mr. Harriſon —— 
2 was, in favour of the privateer that this ſecond information 

filed, wh:le the 5 — pendin 72 becauſe it ſaved, time. 
ad he poſtponed; the latter until the firſt had been decided, 

. might have been ſome foundation for a charge of um. 
neceſſary delay. Mr. Harriſon's ſtate of the caſe ſhows that 
this ſecond information was not made on the declaration of 
the, , marſhal; but on the evidence that appeared on che ex- 
Amination of the farſt.. 

Mr. Adet having been pleaſed to cenſure, the — 
the attorney, clerk and marſhal of the diſtrict court of New 
York? in juſtice ta them, I have added w the other docy- 
ments in this caſe, the letters of Mr. Harriſon and Mr. 
Troup. They will anſwer the double purpoſe of Juſtityng 
them and of vindicating our government and tribunals. 

Mr. Adet particularly notices the papers he had received 
from $t. Domingo, „Proving“ as he fays, (, in the moſt 
« convincing manner, that the Vengeur (ta Vengeance) hag 
« arrived at Port de Paix without any armament or 
« ment whatever; and that ſhe had been fold, armed and 
« equipped wholly, and commiſſioned as a privateer, on the 
< territory, of the republic. Theſe documents were certifi- 
« cates of the general, the ordonnateur and. of the greater 
« part of the principal. officers of St. Domingo, &. He 

e to communicate them to the Secretary of State, 
« and to requeſt him to order the attorney of, New You 
«. diſtrict to * the proceedings inſtituted in the name #f 
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a the government: d tits nothing N 
« Mr. Harriſon continued- his — r t will 

by my letter of October iſt, 1795; to Mr. 

theſe papers were ſent to him, and by his anſwer of See. 
zd, that he received them. That the bill of fale (one of 
the papers) was produced to the court, in behalf of 
mant of the privateer; but that the certificate of general 
Leveaux, could not be conſidered as evidence in the er ; 
and if it had been admiſſible, « the claimant would be very 
« cautious of producing it, en acceuyt Lf ite Nr eu 
« the witneſſes,” | 


Sixth. cf of the French private le cih. N 


For the Full hiſt of this caſe, I muſt alſo refer yoilth 
the documents; here G beben you with x conſe 
ſtatement. 

The Caſius, under * name of Joy Jumeaux, was fied 
and armed for à veſſel of war in the port 3 
nolation of a law of the United States. In Derember 179 
having eſcaped from the to deſcend the river, or — 
were given to the militia of the ſtate of Delaware to inter- 
cept her. The attempt was made and failed the crew of 
les Jumeaux; which was unexpectedliy found to be very nu- 
merous, reſiſted the officers who went on board, manned” 
their cannon, - and brought them to bear on. the cutter in 
which the militia (about forty in number) were — — 
Their force being inadequate to the enterprize they retired; 
with an intention to return the next day wi a reinforcement. 
They did ſo; but les Jumeaux had Need and gone to ſea.” 
The agent Mr. Guenet, by whom les Jumeaux had been 
fitted out, was tried in the circuit court at Philadelphia, 
convicted of the offence, and received ſentence of fine and 
impriſonment. ch rp 

Les Jumeavx proceeded to St; Daene Samuel B. 
Davis, a citizen of the United States, there took the com- 
mand of her, with a commiſſion from the French 
ment. Davis probably failed from Philadelphia in . 1 u- 
meaux, for the purpoſe of finally taking the command of her. 
Her name was now changed to le Caſius; and on a cruiſe 
lhe took a ſchooner called the William Lintay, belonging to 
Meſſrs. Yard and Ketland of Philadelphia: Mr. Ketland 
having purchaſed an intereſt in her after her failing. The 
ſehooner and her cargo were condemned as prize at St. Do- 


1 


mingo. In Auguſt 179 8 Captain Davis, eommanding le 
aſſius, came with her to Philadelphia. She was immediate. 
ly known. Mr. Yard, with a diew of obtaining an indem« 
niſication for the loſs of the ſchooner and her cargo, libelled 
le Caſſius in the diſtrict court, and cauſed the captain to be 
arreſted. Soon after, the ſupreme court being in ſeſſion, 
captain Davis's council applied for and obtained a prohibition 
to the diſtrict court, to ſtop its proceeding ; by which the 
ſuits both againſt him and le Caſſius were defeated. The 
prohibition was ted on this principle ; that the trial of 
prizes, taken without the juriſdiction of the United States, 
and carried into places within the juriſdiction of France, 
for 2 by French veffels; and all queſtions inci- 
dental to it, belong excluſively to the French tribunals : and 
conſequently that its veſſels of war and their officers, are not 
liable to. the proceſs of our courts, predicated upon ſuch 
capture and lub equent proceeding within the juriſdiction of 
the French government. | Fr 
Meſſrs. Yard and Ketland having failed to obtain indem- 
nification in this mode, procured new proceſs on the infor- 
mation of Mr. Ketland, to be iſſued from the eircuit court, 
by which le Caſſius was attached as à veſſel armed and equip- 
ped. as a ſhip of war in the port of Philadelphia, with in- 
tent to cruiſe and commit hoſtilities, againſt nations with 
whom the United States were at peace; in violation of the 
act of Congreſs prohibiting ſuch armaments. Mr. Adet, 
complained that the proceis was taken. out of the circuit 
court; becauſe as he alleged, it had no juriſdiction, and 
that it would be attended with delay, that court fitting but 
twice a year: whereas the diſtrict court, in which it was 
ſaid. the proſecution (if at all permitted) ſhould have 
commenced, was always open. I conſulted gentlemen of 
legal knowledge, on the point of juriſdiftion in this caſe, 
and they were decided in * opinion, that the circuit court 
had juriſdiction, and excluſively of the diſtrict court. You 
will ſee alſo in Mr. -Rawle's ſtatement of this caſe, that this 
opinion was adopted and ſupported by two gentlemen of 
eminence at the bar: you will further ſee in that ſtatement, 
that the government of the United States had no part in 
originating this proſecution ;, and that the diſtriẽt attorney, 
in behalf of the United States, took meaſures at each term 
of the circuit court, to prepare the cauſe for trial, and on # 
plea calculated to defeat the proſecution. At length, in 
October term 1796; the cauſe was brought to a hearing. 


„ 


la tie courſe of the argument, the queſtion of juriſdiction 
preſented itſelf. The court adjourned until next day to con- 
lider of it, and on the following morning diſmiſfed the ſuit. 
As ſoon as Thad received notite of this event, (on the 19th 
of October laſt) I wrote to Mr. Adet; informing him that 
le Caſſius remained in the cuſtody of the marſhal, but ready 
to be delivered to his order. To this no anſwer was return⸗ 
ed; but he mentions the matter, in the notes ſubjoined to 
his note of the 1 gth November, intimating that the United 
States were anſwerable in this caſe, for a violation of trea- 
ties, and for the damages the Caſſius has ſuſtained; Here 
the affair reſts. | es k | 

In his letter of the 3d of June 1796, Which you will find 
among the papets, reſpecting the Caſſius, Mr. Adet men- | 
tioned the affair of the Favourite at New York : and inti- 
mated an idea, that the Executive might in like manner 
eauſe the proſecution againſt le Caſhus to ceaſe. But the 

roceedings in the eaſe of the Favourite were wholly in the 
5 of the Executive officers, who were under the Prefi- 
dent's immediate controul, and to whom, on evidence fatis- | 
factory to the Executive, orders were given to diſcontinue the Y 
proceſs. In this affair of the Favourite, we are fortunate in 
inding one caſe in which Mr. Adet (contrary to his aſſerti- 
on, in his note of November 15th) acknowledges, that ju- | 
tice was done dy our government. You will obſerre in | 
Mr. Fauchet's letter of the 23d of September 1794, a very 
formidable complaint, in this affair of the Favourite; that | 
it was pretended, that a privateer fitted for a cruiſe had | 
depoſited arms on board her, and that this pretext was uſed | 
for viſiting and pillaging her: that ſhe was. a ſhip of war | 
of the republic, then ferving as a ſtore ſhip until ſlie could 
be repaired that the ſoverei of France was violated; and 
ler flag inſulted. Vet by the letter of John Lamb Eſquire, 
colletor of the port of New York, of the 22d of November 
1794, you will ſec, that at the time the ſeizure was made, of 
ihe ſuſpected articles on board he « ſhe hav- 
ing been totally diſmantled, her crew ſent on board other 
* ſhips of war, and her fails, rigging and other materials 
old at public auction, ſhe wag. conſidered as a bl 
* otherwiſe the event would not have taken place.“ The 
NeQor further declares that the charge of pulling down 
ae — flag and hoiſtirig another in its place was 
toundleſs. . . 
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Theſe are all the caſes expreſsly mentioned by Mr. Act, 
in which French privateers and their prizes have been 
brought under the cognizance of our courts of juſtice; and 
all, therefore, to which an anſwer can be directed. Had 
he cited the other caſes, which he ſays would fill a volume, 
we have no doubt there would be found in them, as in thoſe 
which have been mentioned, abundant reaſon to juſtify the 
government and the tribunals. ; A 

Mr. Adet's complaint's are not confined to imputations of 
injuſtice experienced by French privateers and their prizes 
from our courts. Os 8 K 
PFirſt, « He proteſts againſt the violation of the 17th 
« article of the treaty, in contempt of which the American 
« tribunals have taken cognizance of the validity of prizes 
« made by French ſhips of war or privateers, under pre- 
« text, of original armament or augmentation of armament 
« in the United States; or of capture within their line of 
« juriſdiction.” But his predeceſſor Mr. Fauchet,* after 
ſaying that our admiralty courts interfered in prize caſes" on 
the ground of « ſeizure within the juriſdictional line of the 
« United States, or of armament or augmentation of arma. 
« ment of the capturing veſſels in their ports,” immediately 
adds, “ on this ſubject, Sir, you requeſt nie to ſpecify to 
« you a circumſtance in which a prize was arreſted, which WW p. 
« did not come under that denomination, and you take the W *! 
« trouble to eſtabliſh, that they have a right to intervene in WW la 
« every cafe that can be brought under thoſe heads. In the WF * 
« firſt place, Sir, I never have, at leaſt to my recollectin, Wl “ 

&« conteſted the right of your courts, or of the government bi 
& to interfere in matters of the nature of thoſe you mentim: die 
ce but I complain of the facility with which prizes have been 
ce thrown into thoſe two claſſes, which do not belong tv 
« them.” He then ſays that he could cite a great numbe: © 
of affairs to which. he alludes; but contents himfglf wit © 
mentioning only two. The firſt is the caſe of Talbot, di co 
which I have already given ſome details, and which, wit 
the documents referred to, will ſhew this to have been a th 
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unfortunate inſtance to ſupport his complaint. The other | Fr 
that of the prizes of the citizen of Marſeilles, alſo alreauſ Pr 
mentioned, and which will not ju{tify a complaint; for a no 
though the final deciſion was in 2 of the privateer, i #6: 


the ſentence cf the diſtrict court was not reverſed in tit 


4 


Letter Tun 8th, 1795. 
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circuit court, but upon the introduction of nee igimony: 
and the ſupreme court allowed no damages, becauſe the teſ- 
timony was ſo ambiguous, as to juſtify the appeal. |, 
But quitting the contradictory declarations of the French 
miniſters, and referring you to the letter dated Auguſt 16th, 
1793, from the ſecretary of ſtate to, our miniſter at Paris, 
(which has been publiſhed)“ for the reaſoning of our go- 
vernment on this ſubject, and the demonſtration of their 
right and duty as a neutral power, to prohibit any of the 
belligerent powers arming their veſſels in our ports, conſe- 
quently to reſtore to their proper owners, prizes taken and 
brought in by veſſels ſo unlawfully armed, or when taken 
within our line of juriſdiction, I will only add here That 
the principle of the rules on this uber, firſt adopted by 
the prefident on. the moſt mature deliveration, received af- 
tzrwards the ſanction of congreſs, by their act of the 5th 
June, 1794, and of the judges in all their judicial proceed- 
ings, ia the prize cauſes in queſtion. If then the 17th ar- 
ticle of the French roy has been violated, the executive, 
the legiſlature and the judges of the federal courts, have all 
deliberately concurred in the violation. This no American 
citizen, will be inclined to believe; and we might ſuppoſe, 
that the conſideration” of ſuch. concurrence in ont opinion 
would any where produce a pauſe, and ſome diffidence in 
pronouncing it erroneous. Neither the rules adopted by 
the preſident, nor the, act of congreſs, have made a new 
law reſpecting ſuch prizes: they have only directed the 
medes of proceeding to fulfil our neutral duties, agreeably to the 
univerſal Jaw of nations. The judges have applied this law; 
but not without due attention to the obligations of our trea- 
ties, which they regard as ſupreme laws of the land. 
Second, Mr. Adet “ Proteſts againſt the violation of the 
« 17th article of the treaty, in contempt of which, En- 
« pliſh. veſſels, which had made prize on Frenchmen, have 
« been admitted into the ports of the United States.” The 
conſtruction of this part of the 17th article, for which 
Mr. Adet, after his predeceſſor Mr. Fauchet, contends, is 
this—That if a national ſhip of war, of the enemies of 
France, has at any time, and in any part of the globe, made 
prize of a French yeſlel, ſuch ſhip of war is to be allowed 
no ſhelter or refuge in our ports—unleſs ſhe js driven in 
through ſtreſs of weather; and then ſhe is to be made to 
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( 108 
depart as ſoon as poſſible. On the contrary, the conſtruc. 
tion adopted by the executive of the United States, and ex- 
refſed in the rules before mentioned, which had been tranſ- 
mitted to the collectors in Auguſt, 1793, was this—That 
frivateers only of the enemies of France were abſolutely 
excluded from our ports, except as before when compelled 
to enter through ſtreſs of weather, purſuant to the 22d ar- 
ticle of the treaty z while the natiqnal ſhips of war of any 
other nation were entitled to an aſylum in our ports, except- 
ing thoſe which ſhould have made prize of the people or 
property of France, coming in with their prizes. 

the gth of eme es 1793, the ſecretary of ſtate 
thus expreſſed to the Britiſh miniſter the determination of 
the executive The public ſhips of war of both nations 
« French and Engliſh) enjoy a vert ect equality in our ports, 
e —firſt, In caſes of urgent neceſſity=-ſecond, In cafes of 
& comfort and convenience—and, third, In the time they 
te chooſe to continue and though the admiſſion of prize: 
« and privateers of France is excluſive, yet it is the effect of 

ce treaty,” . | | 
n ſypport of our conſtruction of the-treaty, it has been 
obſeryed, that + * the firſt part of the 17th article relates to 
cc French ſhips of war and privateers entering our ** 
« qwith their prizes ;. the ſecond contraſts the ſituation of the 
te enemies of France, by forbidding ſuch as ſhall have made 
ce prize of the French; intimating from this connection of 
«the two clauſes, that thoſe forbidden, are thoſe which 
t bring their prizes with them.” To theſe obſervations I 
will add—That if the tera} conſtruftion contended for by 
the French miniſters were admitted, then although the pub- 
lic ſhips of war which had made prize of French people or 
property would be excluded from our ports, yet the prizes 
of ſuch public ſhips might be received, and they might be 
ſold too; for the prohihition in the 224 article af the treaty, 
applies only to privateers ang their prizes ; while the govern- 
ment of the United States judged that the 17th article was 
intended to exclude the prizes made on the French, by public 
ſhips of war as well as thoſe made by privateers ; and gave 
directions accordingly to have them excluded. Further, if 
it had been intended to exclude from our ports the public ſbipi 
of war of the enemies of France, coming without any prize, 
then they would doubtleſs have been comprehended jn one 
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proviſion with the privateers in the 224 article: for priva- 
teers are thereby excluded, whether they come with or with- 
out prizes. But public fbips of war are not comprehended, 
or at all referred to in the 22d article; whence the concla- 
fion is fair, that it was not intended to forbid them coming 
abne; and conſequently, that the exclufron provided in the 
17th article applies to them only when they would come into 
our ports with their prizes ; this laſt clauſe of the ſame arti- 
cle being in its form oppoſed to the firſt clauſe, which admits 
the entrance of French ſhips wih their prizes. Beſides, if 
a public ſhip of war of the enemies of France, comes into 
our ports without any prize, how is it to be known whether 
ſhe has or has not made prize of the people or property of 
the French? Who is to erect a tribunal to inveſtigate and 
pronounce on the fact? But if ſhe comes with a prize, the 
caſe preſents no difficulty; ſhe brings with her the evidence 
which goes to the excluſion of her and her prize. 

I muſt now advert to ſome others of Mr. Adet's charges 
againſt the 1 of the United States. þ 

t 
w 


Firſt, « It (the government of the United States) put in 
« queſtion, er it ſhould execute the treaties, or re- 
« ceive the agents of the rebel and proſcribed princes.” And 
is there any thing in this unjuftifiable or extraordinary? Was 
it eaſy for a nation diſtant as ours, to obtain promptly ſuch 
accurate information as would enable it duly to eſtimate the 
varying condition of France? In 1791, the conſtitution 
formed by the conftituent aſſembly, was accepted by Louis 
the XVI; it was notified to the United States in March, 
1792. Congreſs defired the preſident to communicate to 
the king of the French, their congratulations on the occa- 
fon, In Auguſt, 1792, the king was ſuſpended. In Sep- 
tember, royalty was aboliſhed ; and in January, 1793, Lewis 
the XVI, tried and condemned by the convention, ſu | 
death, Wag it eaſy to keep pace with the rapid ſucceſſion 
of ſuch revolutionary events? And was it unlawful for our 
government, under ſuch circumſtances, even to deliberate ? 
| do not find that information of the death of the king was 
received from our miniſter at Paris, until May 1ſt, 1793. 
The news, however, had previouſly arrived in ſuch a man- 
ner as to attract the attention of government; for in April, 
the preſident had determined to receive a miniſter from the 
French Republic. And it is remarkable) that this was be- 
fore he knew that a miniſter had arrived in the United 
Yates, This promptitude in deciding a leading queſtion, 
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does not beat any ſtrong marks of heſitation. And Was 
there no merit in this ready determination to ac nowledge 
the French Republic? Had it been before acknowledged 7 
any power on the globe ? How. long did France he tate to 

acknowledge the Republic of the United States? A year 
and an half. And under what circumſtances, was the ac- 
knowledgment finally. made? After the capture of a whole 
Britiſh army appeared to have eſtabliſhed our independence. 
But of this more hereafter.— In matters of importance, 
(and what could be more important than the deciſion of a 
neutral and allied nation or queſtions perhaps involving war 
or peace ?) is it the part of wiſdom to reject all deliberation 
even on points which do not obviouſly preſent difficulties 7 
Will not prudence dictate to him who is to decide great na- 
tional queſtions, rather to deliberate long than riſk the con- 
ſequences of haſty deciſions? 

Second, cc It made an inſidious proclamation of neu- 
trality FI 

I have already: Wk bee that this proclamation received 
the pointed approbation of congreſs ; 3 = 1-might truly add 
of- the great body of the citizens of the United States. And 
what was the general object of this proclamation? To pre- 
ſerye us in a ſtate of peace. And have not the miniſters of 
France: declared that their government did not deſire us to 
enter into the war? And how was peace to be preſerved? 
w/ an impartial neutrality. And was it not then the duty 

the .chief executive. to proclaim this to our citizens, and 

to inform them what acts would be deemed departures from 
their neutral. duties? This was done by the proclamation. 
It declared it to be the duty, intereſt . diſpoſition of the 

United States, to adopt and purſue a conduct friendly and 
impartial towards the bellig erent powers: it warned the ci- 
tizens to avoid all acts — — might contravene that diſpoſi- 
tion: it, declared that = of the citizens ſhould ren- 
der himſelf liable to puniſhment or forfeiture under the law 
of nations, by committing Or. abetting hoſtilities againſt any 
of , thoſe; powers, or by carrying to any e of them articles 
deemed contraband. of war, would not receive the protection 
of the United States againſt ſuch. puniſhment and orfeiture: 
and that the preſident had given inſtructions to the proper 
officers, to proſecute all, perſons who ſhould vialate the law 
of nations with. reſpect to the powers at war, or any of 
them. To what in all this can the epithet in/dious be ap- 
plied? On the contrary, is not the whole trankaQtion ſtamp- 
ed with cangur and get faith ? 
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Third, * By its chicaneriet, it abandoned French privateers 
« to its courts of juſtice.” Abandoned them to its courts of 
ice! Sir, you know many of the -judges perſonally, and 
all of them by reputation, and that their characters need no 
vindication from ſuch an inſinuation. They are judges with 
whoſe adminiſtration of juſtice our own citizens are ſatis- 
fied ; and we believe they may challenge the world to. furniſh 
a proof that they have not adminiſtered juſtice with equal 
impartiality to foreigners. I will only add here one remark, 
that the correſpondences with the French miniſters formerly 
publiſhed, joined to thoſe now furniſhed you, with the other 
documents accompanying them, will ſhew how loudly they 
can complain of the proceedings in our courts, and at the 
ſame time with how little juſtice. _ 7 5 6 

Fourth, « It eluded the amicable mediation of the Re- 
« public for breaking the chains of its citizens at Algiers.” 
We did not entertain any doubt of the friendly diſpoſition 
of the French Republic, to aid us in this buſineſs. But 
what was really done we have never known. You will find 
herewith Mr. Fauchet's letter of June 4th, 1794, and the 
anſwer of the ſecretary of ſtate on the 6th, to which Mr. 
Adet refers. The information on the ſubject, which, Mr. 
Fauchet expected “ in a little time from Europe,” probably 
never arrived: at leaſt it was never communicated to our 
government. There is ſurely in the ſecretary's anſwer, no 
evidence that our government were unwilling to accept the 
mediation of the republic. On the contrary, we have relied 
upon it to aid our negotiations with the Barbary powers. 
Accordingly, when colonel Humphreys went from hence in 
1795, clothed with powers for negotiating peace with thoſe 
ſtates, he was particularly inſtructed to ſolicit the mediation 
of the French Republic; and for that purpoſe only he went 
from Liſbon to Paris, where, through our miniſter, the 
committee of public ſafety manifeſted their diſpoſition to 
contribute to the ſucceſs of his miſhon. But colonel Hum- 
phreys was at the ſame time authorized to depute Joſeph 
Donaldſon, Eſquire, (who had been appointed conful of the 
United States for Tunis and ,'Fripoli, and who went with 
colone] Humphreys from America) to negociate immediately 
a treaty with Algiers: for in a country where a negociation 
rin i on ſo many contingencies, it was of the laſt im- 
portance to be ready to ſeize the favourable moment to effect 
a peace, whenever it ſhould offer. Such a moment preſent- 


ed on Mr. Donaldſon's arriral at Algiers. He had not been 
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there forty-eight hours before the treaty was concluded. 1 
is alſo a fact that it was effected without the aid of the 
French conſul at that place. However, with reſpect to Mr. 
Donaldſon's negociation, we are well informed, that « his 
« not conferring with the conſul of France was not his 
tc fault; and if he had done it that it would have injured 
4 his cauſe: neither the republic nor her conſul enjoying 
« any credit with the Dey.” But we are at the ſame time 
informed, that the cauſe of this was tranſitory, and ought 
not to hinder us from endeavouring to engage her intereſt 
for other places, and in that place ſor future occaſions, 
Agreeably to this idea, the agent for the United States ap. 
d to the French conſul, Herculais, at Algiers, the x 
pring, to recommend a ſuitable perſon to negociate a 
with Tunis. The perſon recommended was employed, 
we have been informed, — in ſucceeded, and was er- 
peed to complete a treaty of peace. This information 
was communicated to our miniſter at Paris, in a letter dated 
zoth of Auguſt laſt, from the French miniſter for foreign 
affairs, accompanied by an extract of a letter from the con- 
ſul Hereulais. DD 
In all theſe tranſactions, far from diſcovering a trace of 
e to ſupport Mr. Adet's charge, the reverſe is man. 
ly proved. C | 
Fit „ Notwithſtanding treaty ſtipulations, it allowed 
« to be arreſted veſſels of the ſtate.” | W 
While we admit the fact that French veſſels have been 
arreſted, we deny that the arreſts have rigged any treaty 
ſtipulations. The details in this letter and the documents 
N to, 2 to us entirely to exculpate the govern- 
ment. And if neither the executive nor our — could 
in any caſe take cognizance of captures which the French 
privateers called prizet, then they might take our own veſſels 
in our rivers and harbours, and our citizens be without re- 
drefs. But“ It is an eſſential attribute of the 8 
« of every cou to preſerve peace, to puniſh acts in 
«breach of it, — to 1 — property taken by force with- 
« in its limits. Were the armed veſſel of any nation to cut 
« away one of our own from the wharves of Philadelphia, 
% and to chuſe to call it a prize, would this exclude us from 
« the right of redreſſing the wrong ? were it the veſſel of 
another nation, are we not equally bound to protect it, 
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a while within ourlimits ? were it ſeized in any other waters, 
« or on the ſhores of the United States, the right of re- 
« dreſſing is {till the ſame ; and humble indeed would be our 
« condition were we obliged to depend for that on the will 
« of a foreign Conſul, or on negociation with diplomatic 
« agents.” | 

e ſame reaſoning will apply to captures made by illegal 
privateers; that is, by ſuch. as were armed and equipped in 
the ports of the United States; for it being by the law of 
nations the right of our Government, and as a neutral power 
its duty, to prevent ſuch armaments, it muſt alſo be its right 
and duty, by all means in its power to reſtrain the acts of 
ſuch armaments done in violation of its rights and in deſi- 
ance of its. authority. And ſuch. were the atmaments made. 
by the French people in the ports of the United: States. 
And the moſt effectual means of defeating their unlawful 
practices was the ſeizing of their prizes, when brought with⸗ 
in our juriſdiction. It is very poſſible, indeed, that in ſome 
caſes the irritated fubjects or public Agents of nations whoſe 
property was taken by French privateers, might commence 
vexatious proſecutions : but this is no more than happens 
frequently among our own citizens; and in every nation in 
the world: and the only reſtraints on the vindictive paſſions 
af men, in ſuch caſes, which the policy of free governments 
has impoſed, are the damages which the courts compel the 
malicious proſecutor to pay to the injured party: If, as Mr. 
Adet aſſerts, damages have in two caſes only been granted 
by the courts to French privateers, even when the deciſions 
have been in their favour, it has ariſen from their oWri con- 
duct; or the omiſſion of their counſel z or from accidental 
circumſtances, which, in the opinion of the courts, furniſhs 
ed reaſonable preſumptions againſt them of Having violated 
the laws, either by illegally arming in our ports or making 
the captures within our juriſdiction. If, on the other hand, 
they have in the event of contrary deciſions, been always 
condemned to pay damages, we may venture to ſay, it was 
becauſe they were always in the wrong. For no one, will 
ind ſufficient ground to impeach the diſcernment or inte- 
grity of our courts. | 1 

Sixth, « It ſuffered England, by inſultiſg its neutrality, 

4 4 interrupt its 2 with France.” AG 

at our commerce has been interrupted b. arme. 
rellels of England, and ſometimes with 2 of in- 
alt we Rac! ſhall not are to deny ; the univerſal 
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reſentmetit and indignation excited by thoſe injuries were 
admiſſions of the fact: but that the government has c;nnived 
at the practice, (for that, Mr. Adet muſt have intended to 
inſinuate by the word ( ſuffered,”) all its acts moſt forcibly 
contradict. It was becauſe of thoſe aggreſſions that prepa- 
rations for war were commenced; and to demand Catiafie: 
tion for them was the leading object of Mr. Jay's miſſion to 
London. Satisfaction was demanded; and the arrange- 
ments agreed on for rendering it, are now in execution at 
London. But if by « ſuffered,” Mr. Adet means that we 
did not arm, that is, make war on England, to obtain the 
indentnification, when humanity, reaſon and the law of na- 
tions Preſcribed the mode of previous 2 demand 
to theſe very principles we may appeal for our juſtification: 
and if it is neceſſary to go further, we ſay, That as an inde- 
pendent nation, we muſt be left to determine in what man- 
ner we can moſt beneficially obviate an evil, and when it is 
moſt proper for us to repel an injury. To WE this Tight 
of judgment is to deny our independence. e have not 
been inſenſible either to our honour or our intereſt. If ve 
have manifeſted much long- ſuffering, we have not been fin- 
gular. Neutral nations very commonly endure many tem- 
porary cvils ; becauſe theſe appear light when compared with 
the calamities of war: and they look' forward, as we have 
done, to a period when returning juſtice may redreſs their 
wrongs. This period we truſt will arrive in regard to thoſe 
we are now ſuffering from the French republic. If a nation 
not bound to us by treaty, and between whom and ourſelves 
Actual circumſtances and many tecollections tended to excite 

peculiar paſſions, engaged to render us juſtice, ſhall we ex- 
pect leſs of an avowed friend? e 
Me may here properly enquire, what could have been the 
underſtanding of the parties on this point, When the treaty 
of 1778 was made between France and the United States ! 
She knew that notwithſtanding the extent of our country, 
and its rapid increaſe in population, many years muſt elaplc 
before we could form a powerful navy to protect our com- 
merce. She knew the conduct of maritime powers in all 
their wars: particularly ſhe was acquainted with the maxims 
and meaſures of England, towards the commerce of neutral 
nations, in all her wars with France. And if knowing thei: 
things, France then expected that in all ſubſequent wars ve 
ſhould compel the maritime powers in general, and Great 
Britain in particular, to admit our commerce to perfect fre- 
dom, then inſtead of a treaty of commerce containing regula- 
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tions for conducting it, when France ſhould be at wary. ſhe 
would have demanded from us a ſtipulation, that in every 
future war in which ſhe ſhould be engaged with any other 
maritime power, we alſo ſhould engage in it as her aſſociate. 
But this is a condition which France was too juſt to demand, 
and to which the United States would never. have agreed. 

Seventh, „ Notwithſtanding the faith of treaties, it gave 
« an aſylum to theſe ſame Engliſh, who after having inſulted 
« her — pillaged her citizens, came alſo to brave the 
« American people in their ports, and to take a ſtation 
« whence to cruiſe, on a favourable opportunity, againſt the 
n TIF 8 

This, like moſt others of Mr. Adet's charges, is but the 
rene wal of the complaints of his predeceſſor, Mr. Fauchet,; 
and the vindication of the government will appear in the 
anſwers and communications from the ſecretary of ſtate to 
that miniſter, in the years 1794 and 1795. The caſes par- 
ticularly noticed, were thoſe of the Britiſh frigate . 
chore and her prize Ia Montague; and of the Britiſh, ſhip 


% 


Argonaut and her prize ! Eſperance. The Thetis and Huſſar 


Britiſh frigates, with their French prizes la Prevoyance and 


la Raiſon, are alſo mentioned, but without any facts or eir- 
cumſtances as ſubjects of enquiry, which of courſe is pre- 
cluded, That of the Terpſichore and her prize appears to 
have been the firſt caſe of the kind, in which the executive 
of the United States, and thoſe of the partienlar ſtates, 
were called to interfere; and therefore, it will not be 
thought extraordinary, if the executive of Virginia was un- 
prepared with arrangements to give inſtant effect to the ſti- 
pulation of the 15th article of the treaty of 1778, forbid- 
ding an aſylum to the armed veſſels of the enemies of France 
and their prizes. What delay took place ſeems to have been 
the reſult of accident ; certainly not of deſign. And by 
letters from this department, - 6 executives were earneſtly 
preſſed to take the neceſſary order for prompt execution, in 
tuture, of this part of the treaty. But why ſhould. the 
French miniſters complain with ſuch energy, .that a Britiflh 
ihip of war, with her prize, remained in one of our ports, 
during perhaps twenty or ſive and twenty days; when 
againſt the earneſt requeſts and orders of the executive, the 
French privateers, armed; in our ports in violation of the 
laws, long continued to keep on our coaſt and enter our 
harbours, thence, on favourable opportunities, to cruiſe 
againſt their enemies? The Columbia, jor Carmagnole, con- 


tinued ſuch her unlawful acts for more than a year. 


188 
After all the zealous remonſtrances of Mr. Fauchet, now 


renewed by Mr. Adet, about the captures of the French 


corvette VEſperance, by the Britiſh ſhip Argonaut, who 
went with her prize into Lynn-Hayen Bay, what were the 
fats? The goyernor of Virginia went perſonally to the 
French conſul at Norfolk, for information concerning this 
declared violation of the treaty but (received none which 
4 appeared to juſtify the uneaſineſs occaſioned by that event, 
ee he charging no circumſtance as improper in the caprors; but 
ec rather ſeemed to conſider the introduction of the priſoners 
c made on that occaſion, fo ſoon into a place where the 
« exchange would be effected, as an alleviation of the mif- 
6 fortune of loſing the veſſel.” The captain of the French 


corvette himſelf -was defired to give evidence in the caſe; 


he promiſed, but failed to appear. He was called upon a 
ſecond time to give information, but difcovered an unwil- 
lingneſs to do it; obſerving that he had given to the conful 
a circumſtantial account of the tranſaction on his arrival. 
The governor having heard that a reſpectable pilot by the 
name of Butler was acquainted with the circumſtances of 
this affair, he directed his depoſition to be taken; it was 
taken, and imported that admiral Murray himſelf purchaſed 
the prize Eſperance, and manned and fitted her in Lynn- 
Haven Bay fer a cruiſe, But Butler's depoſition was after- 
wards taken on the part of -the Britiſh, in which he contra- 
dicted all the material facts recited in the former depoſition ; 
for Which he accounted by ſaying, that he could neither 
write nor read, and that had been inſerted in his firſt 
depoſition what he had never ſaid. Under theſe circum- 
ſtances it was defirable to obtain further information. This 

-was furniſhed by the Britiſh miniſter, 'in the extract of a 
letter from admiral Murray, which bears every mark of 
candor and humanity, and of reſpect for the United States. 
It is as follows: “ The French ſloop of war * 
« was brought into Lynn-Haven Bay on the 11th of Janu- 
« ary (a few days wer my arrival there) by captam Ball, 
« .who had captured her fifteen leagues from the ſhore : the 
c weather being very tempeſtuous, à lieutenant with a ſuff- 
ec cient number of men only to navigate her (not being half 
the complement the French had in her) were ſent on 
v board from the Reſolution and Argonaut; and fo ſoon as 
t the weather permitted thoſe ſhips to fupply her with water 
* and proviſions, 1 ſent her to ſea, that I might give no 
-« umbrage to the American States. An additional reaſon 
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« for bringing Eſperance into Lynn-Haven Bay, 
« of im, to per French — whom, 
« a long voyage, I ſent to Norfolk as foon' äs 
« would -permit : otherwiſe they muſt have been k 
« ſoners on board the whole winter, and ſent to' Hater in 
« the ſpring: nor was the equip or armed then; in any 
manner whatever; nor did Het utenant receive any com- 
« miſſion for her whilſt in Lynn-Haven Bay; and when at 
« ſea only an actin order to command her, which is cuf- 
« tomary, and abſolutely neceſſa 1 all captures; other- 
« wiſe | a retaken by the enemy, might be conſidered a3 
« a pirate.“ 

Eighth, « It might be faid that'F it applauded their (the 
6c Engliſh) audacity; all ſubmiſſion to their will, it allowed 
« the French colonies to be declared in a ſtate of bl ade, * 
« and its citizens interdicted the right of trading to them.” 

If among the multitude of ſuch complaints as Adet 
has exhibited, any one could excite' ſurprize, this charge is 
calculated to uce it. Here a al charge js fn de 
againſt the government of the United States, that it did not 
controul in another independent nation the right of judging 
of its own affairs—that it did not forbid and effectually pe 
vent the officers of a foreign power, the Britiſh ad 
and commanders in the Weſt Indies, declaring « certain French 
colonies to be in a ſtate of blockade ! But the official le- 
« palization” of a proclamation had been poſted up under 
our eyes, prohibiting our commerce with the French colo- 
« nies, and ſuſpending t» us alone the law of nations?" T0 
anſwer to Mr, Fauehet, from the ſecretary of ſtate, 1 
ſents this matter differently. The Britifh- conful 
Philadelphia, by a publication on the 1oth of 1 Thee 1 79 
gare notice that he had receiyed official communication 
that the iflands of Gaudaloupe, Marigalente and Defirade 


was out 
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were, by proclamation iſſued by his Britannic majeſty's | gene- 
ral and vice admiral command in the Weſt Indies, de- 
elared to be in an actual ſtate 0 ade; and that neutral 


(not ingly American ) veſſels were thereb 04 prohibited from 
attempting to entex any ports or places in thoſe iſlands; with 
ſupplies of any kind, under the penalty of being “ dealt 
« with conformably to exiſting treaties, 'and as warranted b. 

« the eſtabliſhed laws of nations.” And while exiſting trea- 
ties (our treaty with Great Britain had no operative exrſtence 
till fix months after the conſul's advertiſement) and the laws 
of nations were avowed to be the rules by which the property 


a 1 


of neutrals = in this caſe to be adjudged, had they reaſon 
to complain? If any neutral. veſſels attempted to enter any 
of tho rts. which were not in reality in a ſtate of bloek. 
ade, and yet were captured, could they. be condemned 
Certainly not, 1. the rules which the Britiſh preſcribed to 
themſclves+—< Treaties. and the laws of nations.“ But if 
the Britiſh commanders proclaimed untruths, and, iſſued ar- 
bitrary orders for capturing. neutral veſſels, -and their cruiſers 
and courts of admiralty executed them arbitrarily, could the 
American government prevent them? We could demand of 
the Britiſh government. ſatisfaction for injuries to our own 
citizens conſequent on ſuch orders: and if any ſuch were 
ſuſtained, the arrangements for making reparation are now 
in execution. But admitting that any ports in the French 
colonies were in fact blockaded, —4 ſhould notify it to 
2 nations accuſtomed to trade with thoſe ports? Cer. 
y che officers of that power whoſe. fleets and armies 
rn the blockade: and in the United States, no mode 
of f giving univerſal notice could be ſo ctfectual 25 f. ane 
— in "hanid-bills and newyſpapers. nt = 
Ninth, It eluded all the advances mage: by the repos 
e for, renewing the treaties of commerce upon a more, far 
« *M rable footing to both nations; it excuſed. itſelf on the 
F 7 pretexts; whilſt 4 N Great Bri- 
4 tain, ſoliciting a treaty, in w proſtituting its nęu- 
C trality _ facrificed France to her enemies 3 Or rather 
« 1 — upon her as. obliterated from the map of the 
4, world, it forgot the; ſerviees ſhe had — it, and 
« "Rue aſs e: the 2 of. galitude, as af, ingratitude were 
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Of the adv the m_ = to, the fiſt were cles by M 
Genet. 'Theſe you will: ſee. in the printed correſpondence 
between him and Mr. Jefferſon. | Mr. Genet's letter is dated 
the 2 3d of May, 1793, in which: he informed the govern- 
ment that he: was authorized to propoſe: a. treaty. on a! libe- 
4 ral and, fraternal. baſis;”*., Mr, Jefferſon's letter to M. 
Morris, our miniſter at Paris, dated the 23d of Augult 
17931 - aſſigns the reaſon for poſponing the. negociation 
he ſenate (ſays he) — then in receſs, and not to 
« meet again till the fall, . appriſed Mr. Genet, — 
© partici jon in matters of treaty, given by the conſtitu- 
66 tion de Wach of our een, ould of courſe 
awed n $1511 % 4 3rromt 2 
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delay any definitive anſwer to his friendly propoſition. 
« As he was ſenſible of this circumſtance, matter has 
« been underſtood to lie over till the meeting of the ſenate.” 
Congreſs were not to meet until December; conſequently 
there was no neceſlity of precipitating the buſineſs. But, 
with the beſt diſpoſitions to form new commercial arrange- 
ments, mutually more beneficial than thoſe of the treaty of 
1778, the unwarrantable conduct of Mr. Genet, from the 
moment he landed at Charleſton, until the date of his letter 
on the ſubject of the negociation, was ſufficient to excite 
caution in the American government. He had there vio- 
lated the ſovereignty of the United States,* « by authoriz- 
ing the fitting and arming of veſſels in that port, enliſting 
men, citizens and foreigners, and giving them commiſſions 
« to cruiſe and commit Foſtilities on nations at peace with 
« us,” and with whom we had extenfive commercial con- 
nections. “ Theſe privateers were taking and bringing 
prizes into our ports, and the conſuls of France were 
« aſſuming to hold courts of admiralty on them, to try, 
« condemn, and authorize their ſale as 1 prize.“ Ne- 
vertheleſs, the government really deſirous of forming a new 
and more advantageous commercial treaty with France, in- 
ſtructed the miniſter of the United States at Paris, to mani- 
feſt the ſame to the executive of France, and to ſuggeſt, 
for this purpoſe, that the powers of Mr. Genet be renewed 
to his ſucceſſor. It is true, that in his letter dated the 3oth 
of September, Mr. Genet had renewed the propoſition of 
negociating a commercial treaty : but how was it poſſible 
for the government to undertake a negociation with that. 
miniſter, after - * the correſpondence which had taken place 
between the executive and him,“ (a correſpondence” on 
his part replete with inſults) * and the acts which he had 
«. thought proper to do and to countenance, in oppoſition 
« to the laws of the land?“ After the government had in- 
ſtructed our miniſter at Paris to deſtre Mr. Genet's recal; 
and to declare to the government of France, « the neceſh 

« of their having a repreſentative here, diſpoſed to ref] 
the laws and authority of the country, and to do the beſt 
« for their intereſt wht theſe would permit: and when it 
« was only an anxious regard for thoſe intereſts, and a de- 
« fire that they might not ſuffer, which induced the execu- 
« tive in the mean time to receive his communications in 
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« writing, and to admit the continuance of his functions 
« fo long as they ſhould be reſtrained within the limits of 
« the law, as heretofore announced to him, or ſhould: he 
« of the tenor uſually obſerved towards independent nations 


© by the repreſentative of a friendly- power reſiding with 
« them?” Under ſuch circumſtances, what anſwer. could 
the executive return to Mr. Genet, more proper, and more 
marked with attention to France, than that his letter « would 
« be conſidered with all the reſpect and intereſt which it 

« obje neceſſarily required?“ 

It is probable, that the powers to negociate a commergial 
treaty were not renewed to Mr. Genet's ſucceſſor; cm 
they were not communicated to our government, 

We now come to the freſh overtures of a commercial, ne. 

made by Mr. Adet. 

The firft netices of them are found in memoranda of tht 
dated the 27th and 29th of June, 1795, and ſubſcribed by 
the ſecretary of ſtate. By theſe it appears that on the 13th 
of June Mr. Adet arrived at Philadelphia. On the 1 
Mr. Fauchet introduced him to the fecretary of Rate z. on 
the 16th, Mr. Adet informed the ſecretary, that he ſhould 
the next day ſend him ſome act of the French government 
relative to commerce: but it was not ſent. On the 22d of 
June, Mr. Adet was reminded of the promiſed communi 
cation. He ſaid it was copying, and gave reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that he ſhould forward it on that day: but on that day no- 
ti ing was received. 

Oy the 29th of June, 1795, Mr. Adet had an interview 
with te ſecretary of ſtate : he obſerved that he brought with 
him the commercial decrees which Mr. Genet had formerly MI * « 
propounded to our government, and was inſtructed to nego- 
ciate a treaty of commerce upon their baſis. He was aſked 
whether he had any documents to cemmunicate. He replied 

that he would ſend them that day. He ſaid he had to com- 
municate ſome inquietudes reſpecting the late treaty between 
the United States and Great Britain, He obſerved that it 
vas underſtood, that the United States had diſable be 
ſelves from entering into a new commercial treaty u 
liberal ſcale with France. The ſecretary anſwered, that te 
had determined before he came, to aſk the permiſſion of the 
preſident, to communicate to him a copy of the treaty ; and 
then he might ſay in what part he ſuppoſed that any impro- 
priety with reſpect to France exiſted. The preſident having 
afterwards afſened, the ſecretary on the ſame day delle 


6 
10 Mr. Adet a printed copy.of the treaty, on which he pros 


miſed to communicate his remarks. 

Theſe remarks, dated June 3oth, and the Secretary's an- 
wer, dated July 6th, refuting 2 objections they contained, 
{ have already noticed. The ſubſoquent proceedings will 
new, either that choſe objections did not make any ſtrong 
impreſſions on Mr. Adet's n or that the foctctary's an- 
wer had removed them. 

On the zoth June, 1798, Nr. Adet eommiinicated A pürt 
pf his inſtructions relative to & a new commercial treaty 
© and a new confular convention, to be entered into between 
France and the United States.” The i 
d that he was only to 4 prepare with the American 
© ment the means and arrangement” of theſe treaties, nd 
hen to communicate them to the committee of publie ſ 
object of the new was declared to be 
a « found the commercial felations of the two republics Aol 
8 133 more reri and more clear- 

worded than that of 178, and the object of the eon- 
ular couventiva to ſecure the exceution of the cvihitiers 
© cial treaty.” “ 

The ſecretary ot ſhuts-anfwered 6n the ith of july, ex: 


preſſing the —— of the to open the pro- 
poſed negociation; and eee communication of the of the 
lates of tbe dectees to w Mr: Adet's inftraction t6- 


erred. | 

On the 8th of July, 1795, Mr: fr. Adet replied 6th ee. 
ry of ſtate, & That he neither knew rior poſſeſſed any other 
dectee, relative to the new negotiation to de opened be. 
© tween France and the United States, than that of the 
sh“ of February, 1793, conimunicated-to us by citizen 
Genet.“ This letter of the 8th was received the 12th, 
ccompanied by .a note of the latter date apologizing for 
e delay on account of ſickneſs. On the t th, the ſecre- 
ry of ſtate had written to him, profing him on the ſubpect 
the new negotiation: - 

On the 16th of July, 1795, the (coretry of ſtate apaiti 
Tote to Mr. Adet; and after informing him that as he was 
ot clothed with any very formal authority upon this ſubject, 
preſident of the United — kad thought proper to 

oL. IL 


Mr. Adet lus fince ccrtethted this ns FER TRAY 
| nyo. 1793. This is already publiſhed with the ug payers of 
car, Page 15. 
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him { the of fate the ſame and no othey 
— — — > 18 the negotiation ſhould 


be conducted in writing, unleſs when either thought it ex. 
pedient to have an- interview on any particular difficulty. 
And then, aſſuring Mr. Adet that no unneceflary procraſti- 
nation ſhould be found in the ſecretary of ftate, further 
propoſed, that Mr. Adet ſhould' ſtate, iſt, The parts of 
the treaty which he wiſhed to be aboliſhed : 2, Thoſe parts 
which he wiſhed to be correfted : and zd, Any additions 
which feemed to him deſirable : but expreſſed the readineſs 
of the ſecretary to adopt any other better mode of conduct. 
ing the negociation, if ſuch occurred to Mr. Adet. 

On the 20th of July 1795, Mr. Adet, mentioning his 
ſickneſs which for — days had obliged him to abſtain 
from buſineſs, replied on the ſubject of the negotiation in 
theſe words; v in a few days I ſhall have the honour of ſee- 
ing you, and of taking the necefl: meaſures in order to 
« commence the buſineſs relative to : digeſting of the * 

tc treaty and new conſular convention 

From this detail, it muſt T conceive be 20 6h taſk v 
find any facts by which Mr. Adet's charge can be ſupported. 
What he effects to call « frivolous pretexts are ſubſtantial 
reaſons; and in reſpect to his own advances to treat, the 
eonduct of our government manifeſts an eagerneſs to enter on 
the negotiation : certainly you will diſcover in 1 it no diſpokt- 
on to elude or to olives. 

Lou will be pleaſed to obſerve, Sir, that the letter from 
che Secretary of State to Mr. Adet, explaining the manner 
in which they ſhould proceed in the negotiation, is dated the 
roth of July; and that Mr. Adet's anſwer, agreeing ſhort- 
I to meet the Secretary, in order to take the neceſſary mea. 
ſures for commencing the buſineſs, is dated the , 20th. of 
July; = in his note of November 15th 1796, after having 

charged the government of the United States « with elud- 

ing all advances made by the republic for _—_ 
cc = treaties. of commerce, and excuſimg itfelf on the 
« frivolous pretexts; after acknowledging that the Preſ- 
dent. had authorized the Secretary of State to negotiate, and 
that the latter had explained the manner of proceeding, he 
aſks, © but at what time? When the ratification of the trea- 
« ty concluded between Lord Grenville and Mr. Jay no 
« longer permitted the underfigned to purſue that negotis- 
« ton.” I am-ſorry, Sir, in this place to call your attenti- 
on to dates. The Britiſh treaty was not ratified until the 
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14th of Auguſt 1795, that is, about a month after the plan 
of negotiating with Mr. Adet had been propoſed to him by 
the Secretary of State, and twenty-five days after he had 
agreed to proceed m it. ' And if that ratification finally in- 
duced him to abandon the idea of negotiating à new treaty 
between France and 'the United States, it did — — 
produce this determination. He doubtleſs perceived that 
own objeCtions to the Britiſh treaty were obviated by the 
anſwer — the —— State; and when he acknow- 
ledged the receipt of it, 

ing of the „whether it was good or bad. << I ſhall,” 
(fays he, in his letter of July 2oth, 1795) * tranſmit it 
« (the Secretary's anſwer) to the French government, toge- 
« ther with my obſervations and the —_— In fuch impor- 
« tant circumſtances, it is excluſively the province of my 
government to judge; and I cannot permit myſelf to de- 
« cide. at all.“ And then immediately adds“ In a few 
« days I ſhall have the honour of ſeeing you, and of takin 
« the neceſſary meafures in order to' commence the buſinef 
« relative to the digeſting of the new treaty and new conſu- 
lar convention.” The Britiſh treaty then did not obſtruct 
the negotiation; the principles of which might have been 
agreed on, and the articles drawn into form to be fubmitted 
to the reſpective governments: for that was all the reſpective 
negotiators were authorized to do. Wd 


8 | 


WILL the Miniſters of the French Republic never ceaſe 
to reproach us with * ingratitude ?” H indeed ©« France 
« wrought” as well as * guaranteed the Independence of 
« the United States,” as Mr. Adet afﬀerts, „ at a time 
when ſhe might, as the price of that very Independence, 
have granted them tefs liberal conditions,” our obligations 
are greater than we have hitherto imagined. But it is time 
that theſe claims to our . were inveſtigated, and 
their extent aſcertained. e have citizens _=_ alive, who 
were actors and witneſſes of the declaration of our Indepen- 
cence, and of the efforts to maintain it, with their effects, 
prior to our treaty with France. But laying no ſtreſs on 
dur own recollections or conſciouſneſs, we will reſort to the 
:eſtimony of France herſelf. 


| 
| 
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France, by her Miniſter the Marquis de Noailles, having, 
in the declaration of the 13th of March 1778, which I haye 
already quoted, announced to the Court of London the trea. 
ty of friendſhip and commerce ſhe had formed with the 
United States; and that to maintain the commerce of his 
ſubjects with them, which was the object of that treaty, his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty had „ taken eventual meaſures in 
« concert with the United States of North America; that 
court publiſhed a juſtificative memorial, to vindicate to the 
world the war ſhe had determined to wage againſt France, 
In the obſervations of the Court of France on this Britiſh 
Memorial, we find the following declarations on the part of 
France, „While the Ambaſſador of England put the 
« King's patience to the ſtrongeſt proofs, and while the 
« Court of London was conſtantly repeating denials of 
ce —— to his Majeſty's ſubjects, at the ſame time that the 
« Britiſh officers continued to deſolate them on the ſea, an 
& the face of things in that quarter of the world. 5 
« event was the defeat of the army under general 5 
c. The news of this unexpected diſaſter, which arrived in 


event came to paſs in America which eſſentially cha 


4 Europe in November, 1777, aſtoniſhed the Britiſh mini- 


« ſters, and muſt have the more ſenſibly affected them, a: 
te it overthrew the plan they had laid for the reduction of the c 
& l/onies,” The obſervations then fuggeſt that this great 
event induced, in the Britiſh cabinet, the idea of conciliati- 
on with America, and of a coalition againſt the crown of 
France, in revenge for the ſuppoſed aid rendered by her to 
the United States; and to gratify « their moſt dear and 
* conſtant wiſh—that of humbling France f.“ „ It was 
t natural for the Britiſh miniſtry, unable to ſubdue her colomier, 
t to ſeek to be reconciled to them, and to engage them to 
cc eſpouſe her reſentment. They might ſo much the more 
« flatter themſelves that they ſhould ſucceed herein, as the 
te proceedings of France with regard to American privateers, 
te and eſpecially. the diflike the king had at all times manifeſted u 
« any engagement with the Congreſs, muſt have given diſguli 
« and diſſatisfaction to their deputies, and induce them, not- 
« withſtanding their well known' averſion, to ſeek even in 
« England, the ſafety of their country, when they failed to 
« fing it in France.” | 

+ « The King, well informed of the plan of the Court oſ 
* London, and of the preparations which were the conſo 
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« queace of it, pereeived that no more time was to be loft, 
« if he would prevent the deſigns of his enemies: His Ma- 
« jeſty determined, therefore, to take into conſidęration, as 
10 length, the. overtures of the Co eſs. 8: 

* « The Commiſſioners [from the United States] propoſe 
« ed to the King a treaty of amity and commeree, and an 
alliance offenfive, and defenſive, by which his Majeſty 
« ſhould engage not only to acknowledge ſimply and purely 
« the Independence of the United States, but alſo to gua- 
« rantee and defend it by force of arms. The King ordered 
« an anſwer to be given, that he could indeed look upon the 
« Independence of the United: States as exifting z but. that 
« it did not belong to him to acknowledge it, becauſe he 
« had nat any right to judge of it; neither could he guaran- 
« tee it, as he did not intend to enter into a war for its ſupport. 
« His Majeſty in confequence refuſed an- offenſive alliance, 
« and confined. himſelf ta the treaty of amity amd commerce. 
. Frome, Tia Mvjely 
don HAD n ing France, His Majeſty 
« thought he ought to enter into an alliance with the Unit- 
« ed States eventual and purely defenſive, The ſtipulations 
contained in this ſecond treaty are in ſubſtance, that i, 
i« France fbowld be attacked by the Court of London, before 
the ceflation of hoſtilities between that Court and its Co- 
1 lonies, then the King and the United States ſhould mu- 
« tually aſſiſt each other againſt the common enemy: that 
„ the King ſhould guarantee the Independence and Sove- 
« reignty of the United States; and that he ſhould not lay 
« down his arms till it ſhould be acknowledged by Great 
Britain.“ 70 | 

Thus it is manifeſt that the United States were to be left 
ſtill to fight their own battles, unge Great Britain ſoould chooſe 
to increaſe the number of her enemies by attacking France in 
which caſe it would be as truly the intereſt of France as of 
the United States to make it a common cauſe. | 

+ * This laſt treaty, remained ſecret, becauſe it was not 
« in force at the time of concluding it; but that of com- 
« merce was notified at the Court of London, March 13th, 
« 1778.” The firſt words of the notification are theſe 
„The United States of North America, who are in full poſs 
Yan of Independence,” &c. The whole paragraph has 
been already quoted. The notification further expreſſed 
that the King being determined to protect effectually the 
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&* lawful commerce of his ſubjects, and to maintain the dig. 
ce nity of his flag, his Majeſty has, in conſequence, taken 
ic eventual meaſures, in concert with the United States of 
« North America.” The Court of London choſe to con- 
ſider this notification as a declaration of war, of which 
accufe the King as being the author, and repreſent him a8 
the violator of laws, divine and human, &c. &c. „ 'The 
tc act, however, which has drawn upon the King ſuch ddi- 
« ous imputations, has, for its foundation, two inceriteflible 
. truths ; the firſt, that at the period of the 6th of February, 
« 1778, the Americans had the public poſſ: EE. ir Indepen- 
« gence; the ſecond, that the King had the right to look 
« upon this Independence as exiſting, without being oblig- 
« ed to examine the legality of it, and that no law forbade 
< him to form connections with the Americans.“ 

'The obſeryations then reciting that the fruitleſs attempts of 
the Colonies to obtain redreſs from their Mother-country, in 
the mode of ſupplication, had induced them to league toge- 
ther to maintain their privileges ſword in hand; and, ſoon 
after to publiſh the ſolemn act, whereby they declared them- 
ſelves independent, ſay,—* This act, which is of the 4th 
« of July 1776, induced the Court of London to give way 
ce to her reſentment ; ſhe diſplayed her power to chaſtiſe the 
« Americans, and to reduce them by conqueſt. But what 
« has been the fruit of their efforts? Have they not ſerved 
c to demonſtrate to America, to all Europe, and to the Court 
« of London herſclf, her impotence, and the impoſſibility of 
 & her ever hereafter bringing the Americans again under ber 
i yoke J. That ſhe had given this demonſtration to Ame- 
rica, is evident by the manner in which Congreſs received 


the conciliatory bills, haſtily ſent from the Court of London, 


to America, and communicated by Lord and General Howe. 
Congreſs were then uninformed of the Treaties which their 
Commiſſioners had lately concluded at Paris. Yet confident 
in the ſtrength and ſpirit of their Country, and of the ina- 
bility of Britain to ſubdue it, they + reſolved unanimouſly to 
reject theſe overtures for peace and conciliation, and to hold 
no conference or treaty. with any Commiſſioners on the 
part of Great Britain, unleſs as a preliminary, they with» 
drew their fleets and armies, or in poſitive terms acknow- 
ledged the Independence of theſe States. F 
_ Again—t It is ſufficient for the juſtification of his 
« Majeſty, that the Colonies, which form a nation, conſi- 
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« derable, as well for the number of their inhabitants, as 
« for the. extent of their dominion, have eſtabliſhed their 
« Independence, not only by a ſolemn declaration, but co 
« fa; and that they have ſupported it againſt the 5 
« of their Mother Country. Such was, in effect, the * 

« ation of the United 5 when the King began to negotiate 
« with them. His Majeſty had full liberty of conſidering 
them as independent, or as the ſubjects of Britain: He 
« choſe the firſt part, becauſe xs sATE TT, the INTEREST of 
nis PEOPLE, invariable policy, and above all, the ſecret 
« projetis of the Court of London, imperiouſly laid him under 
« the neteſſuty.”——The ſecret projets. here referred to were 
thoſe of reconciliation, on terms which might ſatisfy the 
United States, and produce a re-union and coalition for the 
2 of falling upon France. To avoid the riſk of this 
combined attack, to avoid greater danger in future, by pre- 
renting the poſſibility of uniting again the rea eat portions of 
the Britiſh Empire, /eparated in fa, and thus eſſentially to 
diminiſh its power, were the avowed inducements with the 
Court of France, to conſider the United States as Indepen- 
dent. Having ftated theſe things, they * « aſk if there is 
« a Sovereign who, in the ſame ſituation with his Majeſty, 
« would not have imitated his example ?” | 

Again—+ « He (the King of France) had the right to 
« conſider as independent * confederate inhabitants of an 
« immenſe Continent, who preſented themſelves to him with 
« this character; eſpecially after their ancient Sovereign had 
« demonſtrated, by efforts as continual as painful, r 
« /ibity. a 7 bringing them back to dbedience.” 

t « To complete the juſtificatian of his Majeſty, nothing 
« remains but to examine, whether what are called Reaſons 
« of State, could have determined his Majeſty to connect 
« himſelf with the Americans. To treat this queſtion with 
« all the clearneſs of which it is fuſceptible, the political 
« intereſt of France muſt be viewed under two different re- 
« Jationsz the firſt reſpects the other * of Europe 6 
« the ſecond reſpects Great Britain. 

« In treating with the Americans, after they 4 25 
« pendent, the king exerciſed the right inherent in his ſove- 
« reignty, WITH NO _—_— | a+ tar 296 1 an end to the 
« predominant power, which Eng ed in rter 0 
« the Globe.” The obſervations then ſuggeſt that by 44 
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conduct the King has eferitially watched over the interel 
of all the Soveretpht of Europe, « by contributing to re- 
« ſtrain a power which ord ig eb carne W exceſs the abuſe 
« of her refources.” “ 

"The Court of London havin agel de wing of Franch 
with 8 and the proj Jeck of demolifhing che power of 
bs rents by Ks engagements with the Aerzen the ob- 

at 1 „ Nothing more will be diſeo- 
60 —— in them [his engagements with the United States] 
| | „than a diminutio of "this 
«by Lende the most inf | 
lich the tranquility and — of Burope # ave Tor 4 
« dong time required.” | 

The moſt vigilent and confurnmate' priidecs eG 
« tot devife adequate precautions againſt the enterprizes 6f 
« ſueh d power; fo- chat the only means of being eure 
from it, was to ſtize the opportunity of dimi A ee 

WES may then be truly fad, that on An on of the 
ecunduc̃t of the king ic Vs not only juff and lawful Vut 
4 even neteffery, as well for the individual intereſt of Fran, 
« 25 for that of all Europe.” 

TI will trouble you with but one webe erat from the Justi. 
ficatory ſervations of the Court of Frances © 

© «To deceive the other nations with regard tö ache hal 
_ & motives which have directed the conduct of the king, the 
« Britin Miniſtry maintain, that he enteted into treaty with 
« the Americans, not becaufe he feared the ſecret views of 
Great Britain, but becauſe he forefaw thar the Americans 
« Fefeted, diſcouraged, without ſupport, and without re- 
« \6dtces, were about to return to their Mother Country 3 
« and that there was not a moment to be loſt in re- animat- 
« ing and confirming them in their oppoſition. It was 
F without doubt, for the ſake of this ne; that the 
« Britiſh Miniſtry have thought it beneath the dignity of 
46 their Sovereign to ſearch for the period at which France 
« formed connections with the United States; it might with 
« greater truth be ſaid that this refearch did not coincide with 
« their plan of defence. The king is willing to ſpare the 
vc Britifh —.— a taſk ſo difareeble and net —pÞ by 
« obferving em, that the converſations which led to 
« the den. bo "of the 6th of February 1778, were conſidered 
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« p,/erior to the capitulation of General, Burgoyne. Now 
« it is notorious that this event elevated the courage and the 
hopes of the Americans, as much as it dejected the Brit- 
« iſh nation, and principally the Court of London. If then 
« the King has liſtened. to. the propoſitions of Congreſs, 
« after this period, ſo diſaſtrous to the Britifh, it has not been, 
« and could not have been for any other. reaſon, but becauſe he 
« thought with the United States, that their Independence was 
« thenceforward irrevocable.” 8 | 
In - theſe extracts from the obſervations. of the Court of 
France, we fee an open avowal of her motives for entering 
into treaties with the United States during our revolution 
but do ſuch motives afford — ſtrong claims to our grati- 
tude; ſhe rejoiced at the proſpect — Operation of 
the thirteen Colonies from Great Britain: She ſaw them 
erected by. their ſolemn declaration intb Independent States: 
but during near three years of our ſhe continued 
waiting for ſame fortunate event that ſhould enſure ſtability 
and ultimate ſucceſs to our-enterprize. This event took place 
in the capture of a whole Britiſh army. „ Then the king 
« liſtened-to the propoſitions of Congreſs; becauſe he thought 
« with, the United States that their Independence was irrevo- 
« cable.” He then treated with the Americans with no other 
« view than to put an end to tlie predominant power which 
England exerciſed; in every quarter of the globe.“ «A 
diminutiun of this power (ſays the king) the tranquilli 
and happineſs of Europe have for a long ume required: 
« The only means of being ſecured from it, war to ſeize 
« the opportunity of diminiſhing it and be di feize it, becauſe 
« HIS SAFETY, the INTEREST bf His FBOrLE, invariable 
« policy, and above all, the ſecret projects: of the court of 
London, imperiouſly, laid him under the neceſſity.” .'' — 
After theſe repeated declarations on the part of France, 
that her only view in contracting engagements with the 
United States, was to diminiſh the Britiſh power, and there- 
by promote the ſafety and , intereſt of her own. people, and 
the tranquillity of Europe; very unexpected indeed are the 
modern claims of boundleſs and perpetual gratitude. . Ne- 
\ertheleſs, animated as we always have been with ſincere 
deſires to maintain thoſe uſeful and friendly connections with 
France, which had their foundation in dur revolution, we 
hould have remained ſilent on theſe elainis, had not tho 
frequeney and manner in which they have been urged, com- 
ped their diſcuſſion. We 7 not now diſpoſed to queſ- 
OL, I. 


tion the importance of the aid we actually derived from 
France in the war of our revolution: nor to retract the 
grateful acknowledgments that all America has from that 
time offered to that nation: we were in the habit of expref. 
a ang our gratitude to her for the benefits which we received, 
although they reſulted from her exertions to advance her un 
intereſt and ſecure her own ſafety. But if thoſe benefits had 
been rendered from pure benevolence, from diſſintergſted = 
will to us, and we had been remiſs in acknowledging them, 
is it the =_ of generoſity, of magnanimity, conſtantly to 
upbraid the receivers of their favours with ingratitude ? Do 
not ſuch reproaches cancel the obligation ? But if for favour il * 
apparently generous, fubPantial returns are demanded, the 
ſuppoſed liberal act degenerates, arid becomes a mercenary 
1 in. | - n ; - 
I ſuch only are the motives for our gratitude toward il © 
France, at the commencement of her political and commer 
\cial connections with us, in the midft of our war with Gren M * 
Britain, what more can we difcover at the concluſion e 
that war? Let us examine. | CART BR 
In 1781, with the aſſiſtance of u French army by hn Ml © 
_— powerful fleet by fea, a ſecond Britiſn army was caf- 
This event made even the Britiſh government defpair of 
bringing the United States again under her ſubjection. "The 
miniſtry was changed; and the parliament paſſed an act to 
authorize the king to make peace. 'In the ſummer of *. 
an agent, on the part of Great Britain, 'repaired to Paris to 
negociate with the commiſfioners of the United States. For 
ſome time, Doctor Franklin and Mr. Jay were alone 2 
Paris. The commiſſion to Mr. Oſwald (the Britiſh negoc- 
afor) authorized him to treat of and conclude a' peace 0 
truce with any commiſſioner or commiſſioners, named or to 
be named by the colonies or plantations of New Hampſhire, 
&c. (naming the thirteen) or with any of 'them ſeparately, 
with parts of them, or with any perſons whatſoever. Mr. 
Jay was not ſatisfied with this commiſhon to Mr. Oſwald: 
the independence of the thirteen ſtates was no where inti 
mated. Agreeably to their inſtructions from congreſs, t0 
take advice of the court of France, the commiſſioners com- 
municated Mr. Oſwald's tommiſſion to the prime miniſter, 
the count de Vergennes. The count expreſſed his opiniot 
that tune commiſſion was ſufficient ; that it was ſuch an one 
as we might have expected it would be: „ That an acknow- 
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« ] t of our independence, inſtead of precedi , muſt, 
« in the natural courſe of. things, be the ect of 8 
This opinion the count continued from time to time to repeat. 
Ia ſhort, it wag evident the count did not with, to ſee or 

« independence acknowledged. b Britain, until they bad 
« made all their uſes of us.” Mr. Jay Qiu continued un- 
moved. He conferred with Mr. O „ and 5 urged in 
« the ſtrongeſt terms, the great impropriety, and conſe, 
« quently the utter impoſhbility, of our ever treating with 
Great Britain on any other than an equa/ foating ; and told 
« him plainly, that he (Mr. Jay) would have no concern 
« in any negociation in which we were not gonfidered as an 


« independent 1 16 | 

It was on this occaſion that Mr. Oſwald communicated to 
Mr. Jay this article of. his inſtructions :--« In caſe you find 
the American commiſſioners are not at liberty to treat on 
« any terms ſhort of independence, you are to declare to 
them, that you have our authority to make that ceſſion: 
« our ardent wiſh for peace diſpoſmg-us to purchaſe it at the 
« price of acceding to the complete independence of the 
« thirteen colonies.” 3 | 

The Britiſh miniſtry, approved of this communication; 
dut ſtill were war gan with us 2 and maki * 
acknowledgment of our independence any an article of t 
treaty, Mr. Jay's diſcernment diſcovered the ſource of the 
backwardneſs, at this time, * Britiſh _ to admit 
our independence previous to the negociatin 1 my ; 
and mentioned it with his reaſons to Mr. Ofwald; who, far 
from contradicting Mr. Jay's inference, told him a fact 
which confirmed his opinion that it originated in the court 
of France, and was communicated to that of London by 
the Britiſh commiſſioner then in Paris, to treat of peace be- 
tween France and Great Britain. Mr. Jay then explained to 
Mr. Oſwald what he ſuppoſed to be the natural policy of 
the French court, and ſhewed him, that it was the intereſt 
« of Britain to render us as independent on France as we 
« were reſolved to be on Britain.” Mr. Oſwald was con- 
vinced.. Mr. Jay reminded him of the ſeveral reſolutions of 
congreſs, paſſed at different periods, not to treat with Britiſh 
commiſſioners on any other footing than that of abſolute in- 
dependence; and propoſed to give to him in writing what 
he had before expreſſed in converſation—his determination nct 
io treat but on the footing of uality. Mr. Oſwald preferred 
having it in writing. . Pay. prepped the draught of 4 
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letter, to be ſigned by him and Doctor Franklin, etpbiſin 
their determination not to treat but on terms of equality, a8 
an independent nation; and exhibiting the reaſons of this 
determination. Doctor Franklin thought the letter «rather 
« too poſitive, and, therefore, rather imprudent ; for that 
« in caſe Britain ſhould remain firm, and future circum- 
« ſtances ſhould compel us to ſubmit to their mode of treat. 
« ing, we ſhould do it with an ill grace, after fuch a decided 
« and peremptory refuſal.” Beſides, the doctor ſeemed 
much * nent _ fettered by the inſtructions from con- 

greſs—1 be by the advice of the French court. Neither 
bf theſe con — affected Mr. Jay. For as to the firſt, 
he could not conceive of any event which would render it 
proper, and therefore poſſible, for America to treat in any 
other character than as an independent nation. And as to 
the fecond, he could not believe that —_— intended they 
ſhould follow any advice which might be $4 view fo their 
dignity and eff N 

Doctor Franklin's doubts. prevented this letter being Gan 
ed. Mr. Ofwald was diſappointed, and deſired to ſee the 
draft. He faw it, and requeſted a copy of it. After tak- 
ing time for confideration, 'Mr. Jay complied with the re- 
queſt. For though unſigned, it would convey to the 
« Britiſh miniftry the ſentiments and opinions he wifhed to 
« imprefs; and if finally they ſhould not be — to treat 
« with ug ag independent, they were not yet ri 
« or treaty with us, Beſides, he could not . — 
« that Great Britain, after what the houſe of commons 
« had declared, after various other acts of that government 
cc manifeſting the intention to acknowledge it, would perſiſt 
« in refuſing to admit our independence, provided they re- 
« ally helieved that we had firmly reſolved not to went an 
ce more humble terms.“ 

« With the copy of this draft Mr. Jay gave Mr. Oval 
« copies of the various reſolutions of congreſs which evinc- 
« ed their adherence to their independence. Theſe papers 
« Mr, Oſwald ſent by expreſs to London, and warmly re- 
« commended the ifuing a new commiſſion, to remove all 
& further delay.” 

Mr. Jay having ofterwijls aſcertained that the Count de 
Vergennes had ſent a confidential agent to London, but 
whoſe journey was intended to have been a fecret, for-pur- 

poſes tg ntly hoſtile to the intereſts of the United States, 
— immediately to counteract the project, by au 
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independent nati- 
m5; but the honour of an Independent nat ion forbade their 
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agent on whom he could rely, to make to the court of 
London ſuch repreſentations as he thought the oveaſion de- 
manded. He fucceeded'; and in about two w weeks, Mr. 
Ofwald received a new commiſſion in the form for" JET 
Mr. Jay had contended. * 

Mr. Jay remarked, that l 70 the deckivation of 
Independence, the United States, as free and ind 
= full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract a 

That by the act of confederation, the ftile of the con- 
federacy was declared to be, THE UNITED STATES 
of AMERICA, and by that act Congreſs were veſted 
the ſole and excluſive right and power of determining on 
proce and war, and of entering into treaties und alliances : 
that being of right and in fact free and independent ſtates, 
their repreſentatives in granted a commiſſion to 
certain gentlemen of whoth or Franklin and he were 
two, in their name to confer, treat and conclude with am- 
baſſadors or commiſſioners ved with equal” 7 relatin 
to the re-eſtabliſhing 'of peace, &c. But the firſt commi 
fon to Mr. Oſwald was not equivalent: the United States 
were not named init; northeir commiſſioners; who confequent- 
ly were not the perſons with whom Mr. Oſwald was autho- 
rized to treat. And if the commiſſioners had eonſented to 
treat with Mr. Oſwald under ſuch a commiſſion, what 
would have been the condition of the people of- the-United 
States in the interval, between the commericement of the 
negotiation” and the concluſion of peace ? they would have 
been not independent citiaens ; but by our on acknowledp- 
ment, Britiſh ſubje&r! Mr. Jay would not confent to this 
degradation, after we had — — our independence ſix 
_ after we had eſtabliſhed it in fact, and after congreſs 

ad by firm and repeated reſolutions refuſed to treat with 
Great Britain, unleſs as a preliminary, (ſhe withdrew her 
fleets and armies or ele in poſeteve and expreſs terms achnowledg- 
ed the Independence of the United States. At the ſame time 
Congrefs manifeſted their readineſs to attend to ſueh terms 
of peace as might confiſt with the honour of nati- 


treating in a ſubordinate capacity. Even the dignity of 
France, who four years before treated with us as an in- 
dependent nation, required that we ſhould not degrad? 
ourſelves when going to treat with her enemy; and why then 
ſhould her miniſters deſire us to do it? Eſpecially when the 
treaty of defenſive alliance declared the “ effential and di- 
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* rec} end of it was ta maintain eßectuslly the liberty, o- 
4 versigntz, am indgperdence. abſolute and unlimited of the 
„ ien State r 
% commer here were, ſeveral zeaſons, The two par 
ries, France and the Unized States, not to lay — 
rms until the Independence of the United States 
be gttained. The explicit acknowledgement of their 
N 

ia i & of the alliance there was na negeſ⸗- 
Gey of corcioning the war. But ſinoe making this treaty of 


— with the United States, France had formed other 


with whoſe ow #9. hod.no conoreye and fi 
we were not to poſtpone the 0 
have ſeen the explicit avowal of the King * — 
into a treaty with the United 23 
promote the fafety and intereſt of his kingdom and 
$, by diminiſhing che power af England: but is do- 
„and eventually facilitating our dence on 
Leal, it became apparent that there would be ug 
objection to our dependence en France, n in 
c. leaving the King maſter of the terms of the treaty of 
Feace. And to. keep us thus far dependent was mani- 
ſeſtly the object of certain meaſures. of the French Court 
caleulated to deprive. the United States of an immenſe Wel- 
tern Territory; of the navigation of the Mifippi, and of 
fiſheries, on our own 
A combination of facts and circumſtances leave no doubt 
of the intentions of the French court, as to the object 
abave- mentioned. I cannot pndertake the lengthy detail, 
and will onl juſt mention in regard to territory, what was 
— — arged by one whoſe official ſtation rendered it 
| — to believe, that he was expreſſing only his own 
ſentiments; or that he was not acting by the direction of the 
French court. He propoſed, what he called a conciliatory 
line between the United States and Spain. This was to be- 
gin at the diviſion of Eaſt from Weſt Florida, and run 
. thence. to fort Toulouſe on the river Alabama, thence by 
different. courſes to Cumberland river, and down the Cum- 
berland to the Ohio. It was inſiſted that the United States 
could have —— weſtward of this line. That 
« as to the and navigation of the Miſſiſſippi, they fol- 
« lowed the property, and would belong therefore to the 
* nation to which = two banks belonged : the United 
$ States could have no Presenſions, not being maſters of 
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« cither border of the river: and that d as to what re- 
« ſpects the lands fituated to the northward of the Ohis, 
« there was reaſon to preſume that Spain could form no 
« pretenſions thereto : their fate muſt be regulated with the 
« court of London.” It is certain that — — 
made no pretenſions to any lands eaſtward of "the | 
to the northward of the Floridas; and it is ctear that 
idea of her finally making the claim, was ſuggeſted by the 
court of France. e 3 | 
We are now prepared to underſtand the dedlarations made 
in the inſtructions to citizen Genet, miniſter: plenipotentiary 
from the French Republic to the United States. Theſe in- 
ſtructions are dated the 4th of January, 179% and were 
ubliſhed in December of that year, in Philadelphia, 
Mr Genet, in vindication of extraordinary meufu 
which had induced our to deſire his recall. It 
theſe inſtructions we find the followi g pages. --46 The 
« Executive Council has called for the inftr 18 given tb 
« citizen Genet's predecefforsin America, and has Ren in 
« them, with indignation, that at the very time the goed 
« people of America exprefſed their gratitude to us in the 
« moſt feeling manner, and gave us every proof of their 
« friendſhip, Vergennes and Montmorin thought that it was 
« right for France to hinder the United States, from taki 
« that political ſtability of which they were capable beca 
« they would ſoon acquire a ſtrength, which it was 
« they would be eager to abuſe.” „The fame Mz 
« lian principle influenced the operations of the war for in- 
« dependence the Jane "light reigned ove aus 
We ſee then, that in forming connections with us in 1778, 
the court of France, the actual organ of the nation, had no 
regard to the intereſt of the United States: but that their 
real object was, by ſeizing the occafion of 'difmiemvering' the 
Britiſh empire, to diminiſh the power of a formidable rival; 
and that when after we had carried on a diſtreſſing war for 
{even years, the great object for which we had contented, 
independence was within our reach, that Court endeavouretl 
to poſtpone the acknowledgement of it by Great Britain, 
and eventually to deprive us of its faireſt fruits—a juſt ex- 
= of territory, the navigation of the Miſſiſſippi, and the 
ery. ge ent 55 ” 
Such being the motives and conduct of France what in- 
ſpired our truly grateful ſentiments towards that nation? 


( 136 
The ardent affeRion, the ſincexe friendſhip of Americans tg 
Frenchmen? Me were engaged in a common cauſe againſt 
Great Btitain.— We received loans of money We were 
aided by troops and ſhips in attacking and conquering the 
common enemy in the boſom of our country; and this at- 
ſoeiation in war produced acquaintances and perſonal friend. 
ſhips: and experiencing theſe, benefits, we gave way to our 
feelings, without -enquiring into the motives how which 
„* ere rendered. 4 46 
t why are we ſo often reminded of ede gratitude? 
Is it really becauſe. more than gratitude—becauſe- . 
is expected to cancel it? If compenſation is the object, the 
treaty of alliance has abſolved the claim The contraCting 
parties declare, that being reſolved to fulfill, each on itz 
2 8 the clauſes = conditions of the preſem tres- 
of, gy ar) " — ne power and citcunys 
% no aer ompenſation, on one 
8 « fide or the other, Whatever may. . event of 1 

IL. am here naturally led to notice Mr. Adet's charge 
ready mentioned. That vue have not offered 10 France — 
2 which. friendſbip might have gen, wit heut compromatting 
t nent. 3 * 7 * r 
II Mr. Adet. had ſpecified * n ab Aenne which 
might thus have been offered, we could bertoryudpe Ke” 
earreanels, of, his aſſertion. 

But is it true that we have e 3 —— 
Read the following e in the Secretary of States”, letter 
of the 16th of Auguſt, 1793, to Mr, Morris, „ We're 
. collect with. ſatisfaCtion, that in the courſe. of, two years, 
ic 2 unceaſing exertions, we paid up ſeven years arrearages 

4 and enſtalments of our debt to France, which the ine. 
cyrof our ſirſt form of government, had ſuered- to be 

| — e that preſſing on ſtill to the entire fulfill 
M; mant of our. Loy woe, have facilitated to Mr. 
Genet, the eff the —— of the; preſent year 

« — him to 4 relief to his fellow. citizens in 
« France, threatened with famint; that in the firſt mo- 
, ment of „the inſurrection which: threatened tlie colony 
of St. Domingo, we ſtepped forward to their relief 
with, arms and monep, taking freely on ourſelves the 
46 riſk. of. an; unauthoriſed aid, when; delay would have 
« been denial ;—*« that we have given the excluſive admiſ- 
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« mies in the preſent war, though unſtipulated in our tread 
10 ties, and unfounded: in hex on practice or in-that ot 
« other nations; as We believe. los nit een 
To this detail I have to add, that of alt the hans and ſup- 
flies received from. France in the American warbamountiiig 
early to fictyethree millions of. Hvres, the United States un- 
der their late r had been enabled to pay not two 
millions and a half of livres; that the preſent government, 
ter paying up the arrearages and inſtalments mentioned by 
? For. Jcferion has beerv-continually anticipating. the ſubſes 
quent inſtalments, until in the year, 1795, the whole of 
our debt to France was diſoharged, by antieipating the pay- 
ments of eleven millions and à half of livres; no part of 
which would have become due until the ad of September 
1796, and. then only one million and a half; the reſidue at 
ſubſequent pœrioda ; the laſt not untił the year 182. 
Gai lhere remain get vaxious paſſages in M Adet's notes on 
lich ſome obſervations are to be made. 
In my letter of the iſt of November laſt, in anſwer to 
Mr. Adet's note of October 2th, in which he communi- 
cated the decree bf the executive directory of the 2d of 
July laſt, declaring. that the flag of the republic of France 
ſhoutd treat the flag of neutrals in the ſame manner as theſe 
hall ſaffer it to be treated by the Engliſh, 41 aſked an expla- 
ation of the decree; mentioning the circumſtances which 
excited doubts... There ſeemed to. be-ſufficient cauſe for en» 
quiry. Had the decree referred to the pg captures by the 
Engliſh, our knowledge of them would have been ſome guide 
in forming our opinion of the threatened captures by the 
French: but the operation of the decree was to depend on 
the future conduct of the Engliſh :. the French were to treat 
the flag of neutrals as theſe fall ſuffer it to be treated by 
the Engliſh. As this could not be aſcertained before hand, 
we withed to know whether the reſtraints then exereiſed by 
the Britiſh government, were conſidered as of a nature to 
juſtify a denial of thoſe rights Which were pledged to us by _ 
ur treaty with France? Whether the orders had actually 
been given to capture the veſſels of the United States? And 
if given, what were the preciſe terms of thoſe orders ? Mr, 
Adet, in his reply, ſays that I appea not to have unilerſtaod 
either the decree of the directory or his note which accom- 
panied it. The meaning of the decree is certainly not very 
obvious. The manner of executing it was declared to de- 
= on a contingency—the — conduct of the Engliſh- 
oL. II. : 
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How were French cruiſers in the four quarters of the world IU 1, 
to determine what was the conduct of the Englith at any WW , 
given time? M he could have furniſhed a copy of the orders Il ; 
actually given to French armed veſſels, under the decree, we MW 7 
gs ve ſeen clearly what were the intentions of the di- , 
ory. If we are to take the practice of the French armed IW. .! 
veſſels, and of ſome of the French tribunals, as the true M f 
illuſtration of the decrec, Mr. Adet's own explanation will MW 4 
be very defective. He has ſpecified only two caſes—the i 
taking of - Engliſh (or other enemy's) property on board {; 
American veſſels, and the ſeiaure of all the goods claſſed as MW 4 
contraband in our treaty with Great Britain. In the caſe MW 
of contraband goods, the ſeizure of them is lawful only 
when they are deſtined to the ports of their enemies; and WM in 
the :rontraband goods only are liable to confiſcation. But the WW et 
ſpecial agents of the directory in the Weſt Indies, order the M 
eizure of all veſſels having on board contraband goods, no MW A 
matter whether deſtined to an enemy's, or to a neutral, or tu 
even to a French port; and when ſeized, they confiſcate not IM h. 
merely the contraband articles, but all other goods, and the MW B. 
veſſet herſelf in which they are laden. They alſo aſſign, in I o 
their decrees of confiſcation, another cauſe of capture and ,, 


_condemnation--that the American: veſſel has failed to or WI o 


from a port in poſſeſſion of the Engliſh. - We are not in- 


formed that the Engliſh take any neutral veſſels for this WM ſe 


eauſe. We have heard of ſeveral American veſſels being W of 
captured and confiſcated by the French, merely becauſe they MW ta 
had not a ſea-letter,, when no doubt could have been enter- of 


- tained of the property being American. Yet it is conceived, W 1), 


that the want of a tter was never intended to exclude 
other proofs of property. 10, | 
Further, ought we to have imagined, that the executive 
directory intended to leave it to the diſcretion of every pri- 
vateer, and of every inferior tribunal, to judge what, at 
any time ſubſequent to their decree, was the actual treatment 
received by American veſſels from the Britiſh ? Ought we 
to have imagined, that the decree was formed in ſuch inde- 
finite terms on purpoſe to give ſcope for arbitrary conſtruc- 
tions, and conſequently for unlimited oppreſſion ? Ought 
we to have imagined what Mr. Adet has himſelf declared 
to be the meaning of the decree, that the French armed 
veſſels were not to content themſelves with capturing Ame- 
rican veſſels having Engliſh property or contraband goods 
on board, and getting fuch property and goods condemned 


1 
by their tribunals; but if any Engliſh commanders-were to 
practiſe c wvexations”. towards Americans, that Frenchmen - 
were to do the ſame ? Ought we to have imagined, that the 
Directory intended the citizens of France ſhould be encou- 
raged to take revenge on their friends for the outrages of 


their enemies? and what is to limit theſe vexations ? If one 


Engliſh commander in a hundred, perverſely and wantonly 
abuſes his power, is every French officer to become his rival 
in diſnhonour ? or if we are to ſuffer only meaſure for mea- 
{ure (and ſurely the decree goes not beyond this) who is to 
deſignate the every hundredth French officer who is to be 
the inſtrument of ſimilar oppreſſion ? - 

But French armed veſſels are to make all theſe captures 
in violation of the treaty, and we are to ſuffer all theſe vex- 
2tions in violation of reaſon and humanity, while we endure 
them from the Engliſh & without an eſſieacious oppobtion !” 
And what oppoſition will be deemed efficatiows ? For all cap- 
tures made by the Britiſh contrary to the law of nations we | 
have, agreeably to that Jaw, demanded ſatisfaction. The 
Britiſh — engaged to make us ſatisfaction; and commiſſi- 
oners are now fitting to liquidate thoſe demands. What 
oppoſition could have been more efficacious ? what ſurther 
oppoſition can be lawful ? _ | 

Inſtead of further comments on this ſubject, let me pre- 
ſent to you ſome paſſages in Mr. Adet's letter of the 14th 
of July 1795. In this letter he communicated to the Secre- 
tary of State the decree of the Committe of Public Safety 
of the * 3d January 1795, repealing the zth article of the 
Decree of the + 15th of November 1794. The latter vio- 
ated our treaty by ſubjecting the property of the enemies of 
France on board American veſſels to capture, and by adding 
to the lift of articles contraband : It was therefore rgpealed 
by the former. Mr. Adet ſeized this occaſion to-make the 
following declaration. ou will ſee, Sir, (ſaid he) in both 
« [the decrees] the undiſguiſed diſpoſition and ſincere deſire 
« of the French Government religiouſly to obſerve the en- 
« gagements it has contracted with its allies, and its readi- 
« neſs to redreſs infractions which have never taken place 
but from the impulſe of circumſtances.” It is amidſt 
« her triumphs that the Republic loves to give this ſtriking 
« mark of its fidelity. Victorious France knows no other 
concern than that of Juſtice—na other diplomatic lan- 


14 Nivoſe, 3d Year. + 25 Brumaire 3d Year. 
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ge than chat of truth.” To this truth, to:this julkice, 
0 this fidelity we now make our appeal. 

From the ſtile of Mr. Adet's complaint of the Britiſh 
being /ufered to arm in our ports, it might be imagined: the 
inſtances were numerous. None were permitted : the actuol 
armaments were few: antl ure as old as the year 1793, and 
were repreſented by Mr. Genet to the Secretary of _ 
« What anfwer (aſks Mr. Adet) did the Government 
* to the repreſentations of the Minifter of the French 
« public in this reſpect ? It ſaid that theſe veſſels ſailed. too 
" ſuddenly ; that it was not able to cauſe them to be ſtop- 

« ped.” The anſwer was given by the Secretary of Star 
in different words. « 'Fhoſe from Charlcfton and'Phil:- 
« delphia have gone off before it was bnown to the Govern- 
«« ment, and the former indeed in the firſt moments of the 
« war, and before preventive meafures could be taken in ſo 
« diſtant a port,” In the caſe! of the Truſty, Captain 
Hale, at Baltimore, the Governor off Maryland having been 
informed that ſhe had been buying gans had given orders to 
examine the fact; * but ſhe got off before the officer could 
4 pet on board, having cleared out three or four days be- 
4c fore. I have not obſerved that Mr. Genet ever rent wed 
his complaint with regard to any of theſe veſſels; whence | 
ſuppoſe he was ſatisfied with the anſwer : as indeed he ought 
to have been. The two Engliſh veſſels that ſailed from Phi- 
ladelphia eſcaped even the vigilance of the French Conſul 
both had departed many days before he had been informed 
of them. This is ſtated by the Conſul himſelf in his report 
of the 21ſt of June, 1793, to Mr. Genet. And yet the 
— 1-1 is now charged by Mr. Adet with violating the 
Treaty, becauſe it did not ſtop them !—-Although the off 

cers of the United States had been required to be watchful, 
nd to report all illegal armaments in our ports, yet it was 
natural for the Government to expect to derive information 
from the French Conſuls, who doubtleſs. were charged by 
their own Government to be particularly vigilant i in regard 
to all attempts at ſuch armaments by the enemies of the Re- 
public. Mr. Adet remarks, that « ſome inhabitants of the 
« United States had aided in theſe illegal 'armaments” of 
the enemies of France: and aſks „ what - meaſures were 
cc taken againſt them? Was any ſearch made to difcover 
e them—to proſecute them ? Never.” "Yet. the very letter 


State papers, p. 41. June 30, 1793. State papers, p. 41. 
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ot has quoted, and on the fifth page next ſucceeding it; 
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from Mr. Genet to the ſeeretary of ftate, in which and ity 
encloſures Mr. Adet has found this fubjett of complaint; 
25 a different concluſion— I learn with pleaſure 


0 


« in this veſſel will be proſecuted? 


ſwered. The | firſt (of September 2gth, 2795) womained 
thoſe reproachful inſmuations which were recited in my 
letter of the iſt of November laſt. Why were theſe intro- 
duced by him if they were not to be unpplieh? An anſwer 
was draughted on the ſubject of his Dv aninſadver. 
ſions on thoſe inſinuations: but defiringitoavuict irritatiens, 
the anſwer was not ſent; It was deen leſs eonfe- 
quence, ſeeing in my letter to he Mn of the ach of 
September, 1795, the ſentimenti mul waſonings of the'go- 
rernment on that and other fubjotts Mating to France, had 
been fully expreſſed, to enable him ti make. immediate com- 
munications to the French pevernment itſelf; and it whs 
hoped that the information given in that letter, and in others 
written to him the preceding fummer, would have furniſhed 
materials (and that 'theſe materials would have been timely 
uſed) for ſuch repreſentations as would have fatisfied the 
French government, that the United States, in forming the 
treaty with Great Britain, had only excrciſed an indiſputa- 
ble right ; and neither hy that treaty nor any other act had 
infringed a ſingle article of our treaties with Franee. 
On the ſubject of the impreſſes of our ſeamen, mentioned 
in Mr. Adet's letters of March and April, 1796, I ſhall only 
add, that nothing was more notorious' than'that thoſe im- 
prefles had excited univerſal reſentment in the United States, 
and been the ſubject of repeated  remowftrance from our 
government to the Britiſh court. Thus in Mr. Pinckney's 
note to Lord Grenville, in Apguſt, 1793, which was pub- 


| liſhed here that year, in the ſame collection of Rate papers 


with Mr. Jefferſon's letter of September thy, which Mr. 


we find the following: « Under this head it may be ob- 
« ſerved, that for want of arrangements being made for the 
| 1. * * 2 . 58 
| State papers, page 40. 4 Mr. Adet by miſlake dates it September r;th. 
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v ſecurity of American ſeamen in the ports of this country, 
England) they are ſubject to the various hardſhips Mr. 
« Pinckney has /o frequently detailed to Lord Grenville. And 
< in the next page, in his letter to Mr. Jefferſon, Mr. 


« Pinckney ſays: The protection afforded our ſeamen re- 
it mains alſo on the ſame footing ; they (the Britiſh govern- 


«' ment) profeſs a willingneſs to ſecure to us all real Ameri. 
66 L when proved to be ſuch; but the proof 

« will not diſpenſe with.” To remqve as far as poſſible the 
embarraſſments ariſing from this cauſe, and more effectually 
to protect our ſeamen, was the object of a bill pending in 
congreſs, and the ſubject of public debate, at the time 1 
received Mr. Adet's letters. This bill was paſſed into a law. 
All theſe acts demonſtrated that the government did not 
aſſent / but on the contrary that they reliſted the impreſſ⸗- 
ment of American feamen : and this reſiſtance has been con- 


tinued ; by we cannot be charged on this ground 
with a violation af u neutrality. 1 de 
Among the f of complaint not now renewed 


by Mr. Adet is that against the Government for permitting 
the purchaſe and exportation of horſes, by Britiſh Agents, 
in the courſe of the laſt Wine and Spring. The correſ- 
dence on this ſubject is lengthy; and yet the queſtion 
ies within a very narrow compaſs, +; by 
Perhaps no rule is now better eſtabliſhed, than that neu- 
tral nations have a right to trade freely with nations at war; 
either by carrying and felling to them all kinds of merchan- 
dize, or. permitting them to come and purchaſe the ſame 
commodities in the neutral territory; in the latter caſe, not 
refuſing to- one power at war what it permits another to pur- 
chaſe; with this exception in reſpect to articles contraband, 
that if the cruiſers of one of the belligerent powers meet at 
ſea with neutral veſſels laden with ſuch articles deſtined to 
the ports of their enemies, the neutral veſſels may be ca 
tured, and the contraband goods will be lawful prize to t 
captors ; but the reſidue of their cargo and the veſſels them» 
ſelves are to be diſcharged, | 
But if there were any doubt on this point under the law 
of nations, there can be none in relation to France and the 
United States; becauſe this matter is ſpecially regulated by 
their treaty of commerce. This treaty, fo far from re/rain- 


ing the trade of either party remaining neutral, while the 


other is engaged in war, provides regulations agreeably to which 
it ſfbould be conducted. * = 
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The e2ch and 13th articles authorize either party that is 
at war, to ſtop the neutral merchant veſſels of he other, 
deſtined to the ports of an enemy, upon juſt grounds of 
ſuſpicion, concerning the voyage or the lading. If, on en- 
amining the ſhips” papers, it appears there ate any contra- 
band goods on board * conſigned for a port under the obe- 
« dience of his enemies,” ſhe may be — into port, and 
the contraband articles may, by regular proceedings-in the 
admiralty, be confiſcated : & faving always as well the ſhip 
« itſelf as any other goods found therein, which by this 


« treaty are Lr neither may they be de- 
« tained: on pretence Krb 
« the probliited. goods _—_— leſs ſhall they be confiſcated 


« as lawful prize.” It further provides, that if the maſter 
of the neutral ſhip ſhall be willing to deliver the contraband 
goods to the captor, and the latter-receives them, then is 
the neutral ſhip to be forthwith diſchargadl,and allowed freely 

to proſecute her voyage. The 23d arficle-gocs further —if 
the neutral ſhip ſhall have on — — — of the 
other, « they r 
« in actual ſer vice. 

Theſe articles are ſo explicit, it may frees ftrange that a 
doubt ſhould ariſe concerning them; I preſume no doubt did 
ariſe: for Mr. Adet, overlooking thoſe proviſions of the 
Treaty demanded that the government ſhould ſtop the expor- 
tation of Horſes by the Britiſh, upon the principle that it 
was a neutral duty, required by the law of nations. An 
anſwer was given to his demands, in which the regulations of 
our treaty with France were particularly brought into view, 
as well as the Rules of the law of nations. Mr. Adet, 
however after ſome time renewed his claims ; but * 127. 
the Treaty out of ſight. An anſwer was * to the 
newed claims; and we heard no more on the ſubject until 
the French privateers in the Weſt-Indies began to capture 
American veſſels which had _ on board : you will find 
among the documents on this ſubject the copy of a decree 
of the Citizens Victor Hugues and Lebas, the ſpecial agents 
of the Executive DireQtory in the windward Iflands, con- 
demning an American veſſel and her entire cargo for having 7 
ſmall number of horſes on board — not bound to their enemy's 
but to a neutral port. And theſe ſpecial agents ground their 
decree on the advice they received from Mr. Adet, under the 
date of 14th Meſſidor, being July 2d, 1796. "This veſſel 
and cargo were thus condemned without the fizht of a ſin- 


( 144 ) 


gle paper betouping to her: the maſter had then in his 
pooker,- and would have brought them home, but for the re- 
colleaion of the interpreter, ſome hours aftzr the ſentence 
of chadetnation had been n Theſe citizens exerciſe 
deed a vr brief authority The proceſs; in the caſe: of a 
feubnd HNtmeriean veſſel, which to — her lading had 
taken om bod nineteem horſes, but which was alfo bound 
tea nemrab port, w in this. form. The Captain e. 
chme before- one of the Agents, he without my p 
exanidatior or hearing, - addreſkbg himſelf to the Ca 
pronwunced fenrence; in theſt worde - I have co — 
| BI ny 7 Wn d'ceagy c the ee, with gro- 
** aw Adet, e . 38th of May aſt revived his prede- 
ing fab by treaty to ſell! their | in our 
Mae 60eafionet the correfpondence on this ſubject 
— wilt nnd among the documents collected on — 
4s a right granted not poſitive] ut b implication. 
ie, betanſe ths 2 
their prizes in our ports therefore it grants to her a right 
ef NH her prizes! As if my friends d of a favour 
m eenz, wus in fact à gram of the fame. favour to me. 
The fimple ſtatement of the ground of the claim would 
ſeem ſufficient to ſhew that the 
That ſales of French prizes have been at all. permitted, has 
been owitig to che mdulgersr of the government. This in- 
gugende Was ebntiaubd until ir inserted with a new. pak: 
tive obligaten: an obligation preeiſely the ſame that France 
— eight — to her treaty with 
us; am with the ſoon | power. This obligation is found in the 
24th article of our Treaty and the 16th of the French 
Treaty, with Grtur Britain. Thus France and the United 
States alike engaged to permit no enemy of Great Britain 
to arm privateers in their ports, or to fel their prizes there, 
or in any manner to exchange them. Conſequently had 
France remained at peace and we engaged in a war with 
Great Britain, our privateers would not be permitted to ſell 
their prizes in French ports. | 
And by the maritime law of France,* prizes, except they 
are taken from her enemies, can ſtay in her ports no more 
than twenty-four hours, unleſs compelled by tempeſt to re- 
main longer; and the ſales of ſuch prizes are forbidden un- 


der ſevere penalties. But notwithitanding the certainty of 


* Valin, Vol. 2. p. 272. 


will not ſupport it. 
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our right to forbid the ſales of prizes in our ports, and not- 
withſtanding the expreſs legal command of the Chief Juſtice 
of the United States holding a Circuit Court in South-Ca- 
rolina, in May laſt, prohibiting the ſale of a particular prize 
tue Britiſh ſhip Amity) at Charleſton—the French Agents 
{old the prize vefſe/ and the ſale received the formal ſanction 
of'the French Conſul. Yet even this affair has been made a 
ſubject of complaint by Mr. Adet, becauſe the Collector of 
that port refuſed a clearance to the prize veſſel thus ſold in 
deſiauce of the authority of the United States; and becauſe 
he alſs delayed, until, in a new caſe, he ſhould get advice to 
pzrmit the exportation of the cargo of the prize ſhip which 

on a ſurvey had been reported to be irreparable. © 

Indeed ths French Miniſter has diſcovered an aptitude to 
complain. I may cite as inſtances his letters of the gth Ja- 
nuzzy and 3d of March 1796 : the former becauſe the colours 
of France, which he had preſented to the United States, were 
pot permanently fixed and diſplayed before Congrefs : the 
latter, becauſe ſome Printers of Almanacs or other periodical 
publications in the United States in arranging the names of 
the Foreign Miniſters and Agents reſident among us, had 
placed thoſe of Great Britain before thoſe of France and 
Spain, Mr. Adet deſired my declaration in writing that the 
government of the United States had no concern in printing 
the works in which the agents of the French Republic were 
regiſtered after thoſe of Great Britain, and that the works 
themſelves might be ſuppreſſed. I gave him an anſwer in 
writing with my conſent to his publiſhing it in the newſpapers, 
agreeably to his requeſt. The anſwer ſtates, that in matters 
of this kind the government did not and could not interfere. 
With regard to the colours, I muſt obſerve that in what con- 
ccens our foreign relations, the Preſident being the ſole repre- 
ſentative of the people of the United States, they were pro- 
perly preſented to him. He received them with all poſſible 
reſpect and directed them to be depoſited with our national 
archives, that both might be preſerved with equal care. 

It remains to notice a fummary of complaints exhibited by 
M. De la Croix, the French miniſter for foreign affairs, to Mr. 
Monroe, our miniſter at Paris under the date of March gth, 
1795: to which the latter returned an anſwer, under the date 
if March 15th. Theſe were incloſed in Mr. Monroc's letter 
the 24 of May and received at the department of State pn 


de 19th of July. Copies of both papers and an extract of ſo 
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much of his letter as relates to this ſubject are among the dg: 
cuments now collected. 

Firſt complaint - the inexecution of treaties. iſt. The 
courts of juſtice have taken and ſtill take cognizance of prize; 


brought by French privateers into' the ports of the United 


States. 

2d. Engliſh ſhips of war. have been admitted into thoſe 
ports, eveñ in caſes prohibited by the 17th article of the trea- 
ty: that is, when they have made prizes on the French Ne. 
public or its citizens; atid have alſo conducted thither theit 

rizes. , 8 5 

zd. The conſular convention has in two points become ll. 
luſory— 1ſt. For want of giving to the conſuls the means of 
having their deciſions executed in all diſputes between French- 
men, of which the conſuls have the excluſive cogniz ance: 2d, 
Becauſe the judge charged with iſſuing warrants for appre- 


| hending French mariners who deſert, require the origin 
roll of the crew to be firſt produced: 4th. The arreſt of the 


corvette Le Caſſius and her captain. 3 
Second complaint The impunity of the outrage commit. 
mited on the Republic in the perſon of its miniſter, the Citi 
zen Fauchet, by the Engliſh ſhip Africa, in concert with the 
8 of that nation, within the waters of the United 
tates. N b 
Third complaint— the treaty concluded in November 
1794, between rhe United States and Great Britain.” 
Excepting the ſecond complaint, relative to the attempt of 


the Engliſh ſhip Atrica to ſeize Mr. Fauchet and his papers 


—and the 3d article under the firſt complaint relative to the 
conſular convention, all the charges in this ſummary have been 
already examiner, and we think proved to be unfounded: 

As to the Conſular Convention, many inconveniences 
would attend tlie giving to the Conſuls a juriſdiction to the 
extent contended tor on the part of the French Republic, to 


be exerciſed by French Conſuls in the United States, and con- 


ſequently by American Conſuls in France. 'The inconvenien- 
ces are manifeſtly ſo great as to require very * language 


in the convention of the two nations on this ſubject, to au- 


thoriſe the con:luſion that ſuch enlarged juriſdiction was in- 
tended. It would be to erect in foreign countries, complete 
courts of juſtice, with effectual proceſs to compel the appear- 
ance of parties and witneſſes, and to execute their deciſions. 
And as the tranſactions in commerce and navigation could 
not in the nature of things be confined to the foreigners . 
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one, the citizens of the coyntry muſt often be neceffary wits 
neſſes to thoſe tranſactions, and of courſe rendered amenable 
to this { zuriſdiction in their own country; whereas the 
juriſdiction demanded is only of French conſuls over French 
— in che United States; and reciprocally of American 
conſuls over the citizens of the United States in France. 
From theſe conſiderations a preſumption would ariſe, that the 
juriſdiction contemplated in the conſular convention was to 
be merely voluntary, but at the ſame time excluſive of the courts 
of the country. An examination of the convention we belicye 
will ſapport this and no other conſtruction. The 12th-arti- 
cle provides that all differences and ſuits between Frenchmen 
in the United States, and between citizens of the United 
States in France, and particularly all diſputes between ſea- 
men and their captains, and between captains of different 
veſſels of their nation ſhall be determined by the reſpective 
conſuls, either by a reference to arbitrators, or by a ſummary 
judgment and without cofts.. © No officer of the country, ci- 
vil or military ſhall interfere therein, or take any part what- 
ever in the matter. This laſt clauſe alone would ſeem ſuf- 
ficient to repel the claim we are conſidering, Sheriffs, mar- 
ſhals, and their deputies cannot aid in the execution of confa- 
lar deciſions, becauſe they are 5 officers of the country, ex- 
preſsly forbidden to « take any part in the matter.” But was 
it meant that the laws ſhould give conſuls the power to ap- 
point ſuch executive officers of their own nation ? We find 
no ſuch thing in the convention, On the contrary in the 
caſe of deſerters from veſſels mentioned in the gth article, 
whom the conſuls are authorized to cauſe to be arreſted they 
are expreſsly directed to apply in writing to the « courts, 
Judges and offizers, competent” to make the arreſts; mean- 
ing the courts, judges and officers of the country where the 
conſuls refide. Beſides, if power could be given to conſuls to 
appoint officers to execute their deciſions, theſe officers muſt 
of courſe have their fees of compenſation to be paid by one 


or other of the parties: but the 1 2th article declares that the 


conſular judgments ſhall be without coſts.?—To theſe ob- 
ſervations I ſubjoin the deliberate opinions of two reſpectable 
lawyers, Mr. Harriſon of New-York, and Mr. Bradford, the 
late Attorney General of the United States. « 1 have con 
e ſidered the 12th article of the convention between his lat 
« moſt Chriſtian Majeſty and the United States of America, 
te and alſo the act of Congreſs concerning conſuls and Vice 
* conſuls, as far as it preſcribes the duty of Markhals of the 
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« United Sta tes, and it is my opinion that the Marſhals are 
e not bound by law to execute any ſentence of a French con- 
te ſul, ariſing under the ſaid article. 


RICHARD HARRISON, Attorney U. f. 


for the New-York Diſtrict, 

cc New-York, 6th March, 1994. 

«« I have conſidered the convention and aft above referred 
ec to, and I perfectly coincide in the opinion given by the at- 
« torney of the United States for the diſtrict of New-York. 

WILLIAM BRADFORD. 

« Philadelphia, 1 4th March, 1794. | 


The other complaint under this head is, that the Judges 
who are charged (by an act of Congreſs) to iſſue warrants of 
arreſts againſt deſerters from French veſſels have required the 
original ſhip's roll to prove that the men alledged to have de- 
ſerted were a part of the crew; in contempt of the 5th arti- 
cle which admits in the tribunals of both countries copies cer- 
tified by the conſul. 

If we look at the gth article of the conſular treaty we ſhall 
ſee that the conſuls who demand the arreſts of deſerters from 
veſſels of their nation, muſt prove „ by an exhibition of the 
tc regiſters of the veſlel or ſhip's roll, that thoſe men were a 
cc part of the crew.” It is apparent that the original roll, and 
not a copy is here referred to; nor indeed is the contrary pre- 
tended; but it is ſaid that the 5th article admits certified con- 
ſular copies as evidence in the courts of both nations. But 
the th article appears to have no relation to the ſubject of 
the gth. It ſtipulates that the conſuls reſpectively ſhall 
have the excluſive right of receiving in their chancery, or on 
board of veſſels, the declarations and all other acts which the 
captains, maſters, crews, paſſengers and merchants of their 
nation may chooſe to make there, even their teſtaments and 
other diſpoſals by laſt will: and the copies of the ſaid as, du- 
ly authenticated by the ſaid conſuls, under the ſeal of their 
conſulate, ſhall receive faith in law, equally as the originals 
would.” The ſhip's roll (or ſhipping paper) of a veſſel's 
crew is not an act to be done before the conſul, but the evi- 
dence of a private agreement between the captain of a veſſel 
and his crew; and when he alledges that any of them haye 
deſerted, the oth article requires this original evidence of the 
fact to be produced to the judge as the ground on which he 
ſhall iſſue his warrant to arreſt them. And this is the con- 
ſtruction put on this article by the judges 3 and for aught I 
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know, without any diverſity of opinion. The difference al- 
ledged by Mr. Fauchet in one of his letters to the 8 7 
of State I have inquired into, and find he was under a miſ- 
take. And the, miſtake arofe probably from this circum- 
ſtance, that when from the information of the. conſul there 
was danger that the deſerter would wholly eſcape unleſs in- 
ſtaritly apprehended, the Judge has iſſued his warrant to ar- 
reſt and bring before him the alledged deſerter, but when 
brought, tha: $90 e has not committed the man, or deliver- 
ed him to the Conſul, unleſs the original roll was produced to 
prove him one of the ſhip's crew. 3 50 

As to the outrage againſt Mr. Fauchet by the Africa man 
of war, in attempting to ſeize him and his papers within the. 
juriſcliction of the United States, and Captain Home's inſult 
on their authority. I do not know what meaſures more ef- 
ficacious could have been taken by the Executive than thoſe 
which were adopted, to obtain ſatisfaction. After waiting a 
reaſonable time for explanations on the part of Captain Home, 
and of Mr. Moore the Engliſh Vice-Conſul, and receiving 
none, the Preſident revoked the Exequętur of the Vice-Con- 
ſal, and deſired the Governor ot Rhode Iſland, where the 
Africa had been lying, to communicate to Captain Home the 
demand of the Preſident— That he ſhould immediately re- 
move from a ſtation within the juriſdiction of the United 
States where he had violated their rights ; and further to make 
known to him, that in forty eight hours after the requiſition 
ſhould be communicated to him all intercourſe between the 
citizens of the United States and his ſhip would he forbidden. 

It is very true that the Exequatur of the Britiſh vice-conſul 
was withdrawn expreſsly for hisknowingly tranſmitting to the 
Governor of Rhode-Iſland a moſt inſulting letter from Cap- 
tain Home : becauſe although he was on board the Africa 
when the attempt was made againſt Mr. Fauchet, the Preſi- 
dent had no evidence of his co-operation. The miniſter of 
the United States in London, was directed to repreſent to 
that Court the conduct of Captain Home, and to demand his 
exemplary puniſhment. It was not to be expected that he 
would be judged unheard ; and conſequently much delay 
muſt have enſued. From her ſtation on the coaſt of North 
America, the Africa went to the Weſt-Indies. Seeing ſome 
time ſince, by an article in the newſpapers that the Africa 
was returned to England, our miniſter. in London was re- 
minded of this affair, that the demand of ſatisfaction might be 
renewed. | k 
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Although the ſubject of M. De la Croix's 3rd and lag 
complaint (the Britiſh Treaty) bas been already diſcuſſed, 
allow me here to make a few remarks. He ſays © it will 
be eaſy to prove that the United States, in this treaty have 
knowingly and evidently ſacrificed their connections with 
the Republic, and the moſt eſſential and leaſt conteſted prero- 
gatives of neutrality, The reverſe of what the miniſter con- 
ſiders ſo eaſy to prove, we think has been demonſtrated. Our 
legally Linding connections with France we always conſidered 
as being formed by our treaties ; and we fa with confidence 
that we have ngt © knowingly” violated theſe in a ſingle arti- 


cle. If individuals have at any time infringed them, the go- 


vernment has been ſincere and diligent in its endeavours to 
redreſs the wrong. If the ties of affection, of warm enthu- 
ſiaſtic friendſhip, haye been weakened, the cauſe i is to be 
ſought for, not in the adts of the American vernment, 
which have been conſtantly direcled to the preſervation of 
our peace with all nations. Theſe ties did not 2 55 on 
treaties. It was our friendſhip to France, contracted d 

our revolution, and our partiality for the cauſe of libert 


ſelf government for which ſhe engaged in Aer own, at — 


us endure numerous injuries almoſt without complajning. 
We were not willing to aſcribe to the Re blic, the ourrage 
of her miniſters agamſt the laws, the ſoyercignty, and the hs 
nity of the United States, or the exceptionable ſtile of i 10 
communications. Even when for ſuch fl | 


often repeated, we deſired the recall of one "of he — 
it was done in the moſt ſoothing g language ; and in the megn 
time, leſt the intereſt of the Republic ſhould ſuffer, he was 


itted to exerciſe his functions in all cafes in which thoſe 
intereſts could be affected. When his ſucceſſor arrived he of- 


ficially requeſted that the offending miniſter might be appre: | 


hended, that he might beſent to France: but the overnment, 
ſatisfied by his removal, declined the meaſure, Some irritar 
tions were experienced from that ſucceſſor—what ſenſations 
have been produced by Mr. Adet's notes your own feelings, 
on the peruſal, will enable you to judge. If he intended. to 
excite the general indignation of our citizens, he is not diſap- 
pointed : but it is prefũ med this was not the object. After 


an exhibition of complaints? in a ſtile ſo exceptionable, he could 


add but one more improper aft, that of publiſhing his notes 
in the newſpapers : he had ſcarcely tranſmitted them to the 
Executive, before he forwarded them to the printer for pub: 
lication. - 
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From the foregoing ſtatement we truſt it will appear, that 

chere has been no attempt in the government of the United 
States to violate our treaty or weaken our engagements with 
France: that whatever reſiſtande it has oppoſed to the mea- 
ſures of her agents, the maintenance of the laws and ſove- 
reignty of the United States, and their neutral obligations, 
have rendered indiſpenſible- That it has never acquieſced 
in any acts violating bur rights of interfering with the advan- 
tages ſtipulated to France; but on the contrary has oppoſed 
them by all the means in its power: that it has withheld no 
ſuccours from France that were compatible with the duties of 
neutrality to grant: that as well by their independent politi- 
cal rights as by the expreſs proviſions of the commercial treaty 
with France the United States were at full liberty to enter in- 
to commercial treaties with any other nation, and conſequent- 
ly with Great Britain: that no facts manifeſting a partiality to 
that country, have been; and 1 add, that none ſuch can be 
produced: | | "BED , 

Of the propriety ana juſtneſs of theſe concluſions you will 
endeavour to ſatisfy the French governtnent: and conſcious 
of the rectitude of our own proceedings, during the whole 
courſe of the preſent war, we cannot but entertain the moſt 
ſanguine expectations that they will be ſatisfied. We even 
hope that this has been already accompliſhed ; and that you 
will be ſaved from the pain of renewing a diſcuſſion which 
the government has entered upon with regret. Your miſſion 
and inſtructions prove its ſolicitude to have prevented this ne- 
ceſſity, arid the fincerity of its preſent hopes, that your en- 
leavours, agreeably to thoſe inſtructions, To remove jea- 
e loufies and obviate complaints, by ſhewing that they are 
t groundleſs to reſtore confidence ſo unfortunately and in- 
« juriouſly impaired—to explain the relative intereſts of both 
«© countries; and the real ſentiments of your own,” —have been 
attended with ſucceſs. And as a conſequence thereof we rely 
on the repeal of the decrees and orders which expoſe our 
commerte to indefinite injuries, which militate with the obli- 
gations of treaties, and our rights as a neutral nation, 


I have the bonor to be with great reſpect 


Sir, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, _ 
TIMOTHY PICKERING, 
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The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committęę of the whole 
on the ſubject of farther revenues. Mr. Dent in the chair. 
Mr. Swift ſaid, he had all along been oppoſed to a ſyſtem of 
direct taxation, believing it poſſible to raiſe the revenue want- 
ed from indirect ſources, and being determined never to have 
recourſe to direct taxes, unleſs the fituatign of the counti 
was ſuch as to make it neceſſary to apply to that ſource. 
He ſhould ſtill have continued his oppoſition. to direct taxes, 
had, it not been for information which he had received that 
the poſture of foreign affairs was ſuch; as to threaten the cut- 
ting off of our ſources of revenue. ariſing from foreign com- 
merce. It was not neceſſary to go into a confideration; of this 
matter. It was enough to ſay, that there was a probability, of 
a part, a very conſiderable part of our revenues ariſing from 
commerce, being cut off. Under theſe circumſtances, it ap- 
peared neceſſary, to have recourſe to ſuch taxes as were not 
within the power of foreign nations to annoy; for this pur- 
poſe, he believed it would be proper to enter upon a ſy ſtem of 
direct taxes. It was neceſſary, at leaſt to begin to make the 
arrangements; and, if not ultimately requiſite to be adopted, it 
might be laid aſide; but he believed the ſituation of the coun- 
try was ſuch, as to make it proper for them to ſettle a plan 
for laying a direct tax. Upon this principle only, had he 
changed his opinion, and intended to vote for the reſolution; 
but he thought, before the reſolution was agreed to, it ſhould 
be amended. The reſolution as it then ſtood, he ſaid, went 
to the apportioning, «according to the laſt cenſus, the folloy- 
ing direct taxes.” He did not believe it would be right to 
apportion a direct tax according to the laſt cenſus; for when 
they attended to the increaſe of population in ſome ſlates, and 
to the ſtationary ſituation of others, no one would fay, that 
ſuch an apportionment would be right. In the ſtates of Rhode 
Hland, Connecticut, Delaware; and New-Jerſey, there had 
been but little increaſe; in all. the other - ſtates the increaſe 
had been greater. They ought, theretore, to have recourſe 
to a different mode. If they were to attend to the ſituation 
of two ſtates in particular the injuſtice would appear clear. 
Inthe laſt cenſus, Connecticut was'eſtimated to contain 240,000 
inhabitants, and New-York 340,000. Since that time, be 
ſaid, the ſtate of Connecticut had increaſed very little, but the 
ſtate of New-York, was,increafed at leaſt to 500, ooo; fo that 
Connecticut had not more than 250,000, whilſt New: York 
had double the number. In the report of the Secretary of 
the Treaſury, Connecticut was apportioned 98, ooo dollars 
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of the eſtimated tax, and New-York 140, ooo; the latter, 
being only about 40,009 dollars more than the former, 
though it contained double the number of inhabitants. He 
would, therefore, move to ſtrike out the words, «laſt cenſus,” 
and to inſert, © according to their numbers. 

He believed that no gentleman would deny the juſtice of 
the amendment. Some objection, -perhaps, might be made 
againſt it on the ground of expence; but he believed he. 
ſhould be able to remove thoſe objections. Before the tax 
could be laid, he ſaid, there muſt be a valuation of proper- 
tr, and when regulations were made for that purpoſe, they 
might alſo be made for taking an enumeration of the inha- 
bitants, in which caſe the expence would only be trifling, and 
therefore no objection could be urged on that ground, and 
the juſtice of the meaſure was evident, fince no gentleman 
could approve of any plan which ſhould charge two ſtates in 
the ratio of 140 to 100, when their true ratio waꝭ as two to 
one, He hoped, therefore, the amendment would be adopt- 
ed; and if fo, he ſhould have no objection to vote for the re- 
ſolution. | 

Mr. Page wiſhed the gentleman had refrained from mov- 
ing any amendment in the preſent ſtate of the bufineſs, be- 
cauſe it went to circumſcribe diſcuſſion on a ſubject which, 
cannot be too well underſtood; there was this objection to 
the amendment alſo, that it aſſumed by implication what was 
not the fact, for the meaſure of a direct tax was not yet agreed 
upon; a , propoſition had been ſubmitted to the houſe 
the ſubject, but the deciſion had not yet taken place; and it 
was in his mind an evidence of its not having been ſufficient- 
ly diſcuſſed, that the gentleman from Connecticut was oppot- 
ed to the principle of a direct tax; he had conſidered the 
ſubject with much attention, and he preſumed it would not 
be ſufficient to convince any gentleman, that it was of all 
others that ſpecies moſt conſiſtent and congenial with the ſpi- 
rit of a free republic : the amendment did not appear to pro- 
miſe any advantage in the way of accelerating the butineſs, 
and in point of utility it was calculated rather for a future 
and remote time than the preſent; believing therefore that 
we muſt have recourſe to ſome efficient and permanent means 
of revenue, and that we ſhould do ſo in a manly way, he was 
tor proceeding by ſober inveſtigation, and he had no doubts 
that the houſe would decide that the ſpecies of taxes which 
were calculated to inſpirit induſtry and economy to place 
3 agriculturiſt and farmer above dependance on the mer- 
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chant—to excite that ſpirit of vigilance and jealoify which i 


ſo efſential to the republican character, and to the preſerva- I ! 
tion of his freedom, would be preferred; when the cultivator Wl : 
#nows that he has a certain ſum to pay at a given time to the 
ſupport of the ſtate, his induſtry and his mind feel a new fi. t 
' mulus : be may pay as much in an indirect way, by the pur. 
chaſe of goods ſubject to the taxation of the ſtate, as the f 
merchant, but he neither /zes this, nor does he obtain the tre- 


dit due him for this indirect contribution; when he pays it 
directly, he learns his own conſequence in ſociety, and he find 
it a part of his duty to EX hy the public money js dif- 
poſed of by the government; he faid ſo much to ſhew the 
preference of one mode of taxation to another; the amend- 


r 


kc 
ment he hoped would be withdrawn. | ITS 
Mr. Madiſon ſaid he thought the amendment a proper one; 
it went to rie the propoſition, by ſtriking out the 
words propoſed, and would render it appropriate to the time 
of the law going into effect. If the tax were to be apportion- 
ed according to numbers, it muſt be according to the num. 
bers as laſt legally aſcertained by cenſus. If no new cenſu 
were taken before the act took place, then the laſt muſt be 
the guide; but if a new cenſus, then that muſt be the guide 
For theſe reaſons, he was in favor of the amendment. 
Mr. W. Smith enquired if this queſtion had not alresc) ef 
been decided, by a motion made by the gentleman from M thc 
ryland (Mr. Chriſtie.) 5 ag 
The Chairman ſaid it was in the houſe and not in the com- tio! 


mittee of the whole that the former queſtion had bea be 
brought forward. 8 nen 
Mr. W. Smith ſaid he hoped the propoſition would no **g 
be agreed to, becauſe it would defeat the whole buſineſs # - Jea 
he would chuſe, if it were to be defeated, fhat it ſhould be t236 
defeated ditectly and not indirectly. If it were the object o cen 
gentlemen to take a new cenſus, it would effectually defet N 
the intention of the bill; He hoped, therefore; they ſhould hou: 
not waſte their time in the preſent diſcuſſion, but determine {ect 
the queſtion whether or not the principle would be agreed to con 
Mr. Madiſon ſaid he did not know to whom the gentle *77 
man referred when he ſaid there ſeemed to be an intention ai PF 
defeating the bill ; he could affure him it was not his inten ſus, 
tion. He wiſhed to give the propoſition the fulleft diſcuſ ple a 
ſion, that the real diſpoſition of the houſe might be know were 
The amendment, he ſaid, could not have the effect that the acer 


gentleman ſuppoſed; If it was the intention of the legiſlatun 
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w have 2 new cenſus, it might be taken in time; but he did 
not believe a new cenſus would be taken; and, if not, the 
apportionment muſt be according to the laſt cenſus, becauſe 


there would be no other rule; but, if there ſhould be ano- 


ther, who would ſay it ought not to be conformed to ? If it 
could be really ſuppoſed that there was any intention to de- 
feat the original propoſition by this amendment, it certainly 
would not have his patronage. 

Mr. Swift ſaid he did not mean to embarraſs the meaſure, 

but to facilitate it. He believed the objection he wiſhed to 
remove would make the reſolution more agreeable 10 a great 
many members who would object to vote for it in its preſent 
form. When the, commirice of ways and means brought i in 
a bill, they would make ſuch regulations as they thought pro- 

; but if the reſolution were to be agreed to in its preſent 
form, it would preclude . all poſſibilixy of having a NEW cen- 
ſus, if it ſhould be found expedient. 

Mr. Havens doubted whether the motion of the 
man from Connecticut was ſtrictly conſtitutional. — 
an extract from the 3d ſection of the iſt article of the conſti- 
tion; in theſe words; i The actual enumeration ſhall be 
made within three years after the firſt meeting of the Con- 
greſs of the United States, and within every 2 term 
of ten years, in ſuch manner as they ſhall by law ditect;ꝰ ancl 
the qth clauſe of the gtli ſection of the ſame article, cc No ca- 
pitation, or other direct tax, ſhall be laid, unleſs in pro 
tion to the cenſus or enumeration herein before directed to 
be taken.” By theſe words, he ſaid, he underſtood, that di- 
rect taxes could not be levied, except according to a cenſus to 
regulate the repreſentation, which muſt be taken once in ten 
years. Direct taxes and repreſentation ought always to go 
gether, Direct taxes ſhould always be regulated by the laſt 
cenſus. .* 

Mr. S. Smith ſaid this queſtion had been decided i in the 
houſe, and he truſted it would again be rejected. He recol- 
lected when the laſt cenſus was taken, it was attended with 
conſiderable difficulty. Many of the inhabitants in the coun- 
try were Germans, and they were ſuſpicious that ſome bad 
purpoſe was intended by the meaſure. In taking a new cen- 
ſus, for the purpoſe of a tax they would hold out to the peo- 
ple a temptation to return their numbers leſs than they really 
were; whereas, when a cenſus was taking for the purpoſe of 
aſcertaining the number of repreſentatives to which they were 
entitled, the people were intereſted to make their numbers as 
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large as poſſible. Nor would it be poſſible to get at the full 
numbers of the peopie, when they were intereſted in with. 
Holding them. Indeed he ſhould not be furprifed, if a cen- 
ſus ſhould be taken for the purpoſe 8 if it proved leſs 


than the former one. He gave his diſſent to this propoſition 
when it was before them in the Houſe, and he ſaw no reaſon 
for changing his opinion. He thought it neither profitable 
F f 8 ieee 

Mr. Chriſtie was glad the gentleman made the motion now, 
that it may undergoa diſcuſſion, and be brought into the houſe. 


He wiſhed it to be adopted. He never could, nor ever would 


agree to the reſolution for direct taxes except a cenſus be 
taken to regulate it on. He believed that when this wa 
done the total eſtimate would return 148 members to that 
houſe. He knew the ſtate he came from, was not juſtly rated. 
He hoped the tax, if put into effect, would operate equally 
on all the ſtats. FFF 

Mr. Holland could hardly * the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Havens) ſerious, when he doubted the con- 


ſtitutionality of taking a new cenſus. Great alterations muſt 


certainly have taken place in ſeven years; and if a direct tir 
was to be laid according to the laſt cenſus, it muſt-operate 
very unequally amongſt the citizens: he thought the reſbluti- 


on indiſpenſibly connected with the ſubject. Many he fad 


would vote for direct taxes, if they could be made to bear 
equally or nearly ſo on all: If that could not be done, Mr. 
H. faid, he ſhould not vote for that ſyſtem, and he believed 
the ſame of niany other members. * „ 
Mr. Sewal hoped the amendment would not prevail: he 
thought the worts /aft cenſus included the word number. II 
a direct tax be levied this ſeſſion, it muſt be according to the 
laſt cenſus. The amendment was merely a verbal onez' for 
if a new cenſus were to be taken before the act went into exe- 
cution, the apportionment muſt be regulated by it, whether 
the words were to be ſtruck out or not; and if à new one 
vere not taken, the apportionment muſt be made by the old 
cenſus. If a cenſus were to be taken, he faid, it muſt be re- 
turned and approved by Congreſs, before any tax could be ap- 


portioncd by it. If repreſentation and taxation were con- 
nected together, he ſhould have no objection to a new cenſus 


being taken; but the term of the cenſus not having expired, 
if it was now neceſſary to apportion a tax, it muſt be according 
to the laſt cenſus. The amendment, however, being only 
verbal, it could have no effect on the reſolution. EN 
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Mr. Nicliolas, ſaid if he could put the ſame conſtruction on 
this amendment with his colleague (Mr. Madiſon) he ſhould 
conſider ĩt of a very harmleſs nature, but from the very differ- 
ent views which the gentleman who propoſed it had, he ſaw 
reaſon to believe it would have a very contrary tendency : 
it would cauſe delay, which would be ' injurious; - 
rafting it would ruin the original propoſition ; no tax could 
be apportioned upon a cenſus before it had gone into operation 
with reſpect to fixing the number of repreſentatives. He be- 
lieved they had the power of taking a cenſus, but he thought 
it muſt be taken for the double purpoſe of taxation and wy 
ſentation, and not for taxation alone. 

Mr. Gilbert faid, there could be no queſtion more „e 
and which would admit of leſs doubt, than that repreſentati- 
on and taxation muſt go together. The conſtitution directed 
the cenſus to be taken once in ten years, and when once taken 
it muſt remain to govern until another was taken; but when- 
ever another cenſus ſhould be taken, the tax muſt be apporti- 
oned by that. A new cenſus, he ſaid, could not operate upon 
a tax now agreed upon. Whether a new cenſus ſhould be be 
taken before the appointed time was a different query and 
was not at that time before them. 

Mr. Sitgreaves - ſaid, if the gentleman from, ConneQicut 
(Mr. Swift) was fincere in his profeſſions of not wiſhing to 
embarraſs A propoſition before them, he would withdraw 
his amendment; becauſe, if it meant any thing at all, it went 
at leaſt to delay the buſineſs. It could not be denied that 
every direct tax muſt be apportioned according to the laſt cen- 
ſus taken according to law; and if the gentleman's motion 
meant that the propoſed tax ſhould not be laid until a new 
cenſus was taken, it would neceſſarily put off the buſineſs for 
ſeveral years: The gentleman ſeemed to think that a cenſus 
could be taken for this purpoſe only; but, Mr. S. ſaid, if he 
underſtood the conſtitution, on this ſubject, no direct tax 
could be apportioned but according to the cenſus taken for 
the purpoſe of apportioning the repreſentation. If a new cen- 


ſus was taken, therefore it muſt operate upon both. If this 


opinion was juſt, and he had no donbt of it, the motion went 
to the putting off a direct tax until a new cenſus ſhould be 
taken. If this was not embarraſſing the buſincſs, he did not 
underſtand the meaning of the term. He believed: the laſt 
cenſus which was taken was not carried into effect till two 
years afterwards, and if a new one were taken, it would pro- 
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bably take as long à time to bring it into action, ſo that to 
carry the motion would be in effect to put oft the buſineſs for 
ſeveral years. 

The gentleman bd Virgi inia (Mr. Madiſon) thought anew 
cenſus would not be taken —— the direct tax was laid; if fo 
the motion was uſeleſs, 

If a new cenſus ſhould he made before 2 direct tax could 
be carried into operation, it {till would be apportioned accor- 
ding to Ane or that which: d PIs: take 


place. 

If there was any thing in the motion of the 3 
from Connecticut, it was miſchief, becauſh | * would e 
put off the queſtion 

He hoped, therefo-e, that gentleman 9 e his 
motion; and ſuffer them to net this ratet quatiien, — 
iy in the face. 

Mr. Coit dd if direct t taxes were to be laid, he was not 

to fay whether the old or a new cenſus ſhould. be 
made uſe of; but if the the carrying of the preſent motion 
would remove ene of the objections which was againſt the 
meaſure, he could ſee no reaſon why it ought not to paſs. The 
reſolution expreſsly ſaid the apportionment ſhould be accord- 
ing to the laſt cenſus; the preſent motion went to leave that 
undecided, to be determined upon hereafter whether the old 
or a new cenſus ſhould regulate the apportionment: he hoped 
therefore, it would be adopted. 

Mr. Madiſon, ſaid, if he had foreſeen that the acdc 

poſed could have been ſuppoſed to embarraſs the meaſure, 
Fe th ould not have ſeconded it; but he thought it could not 
have that effect. He would aſk, if there was a gentleman in 
favour of the propoſition, whe would not have agreed to jt, if 
the words propoſed to be ſtruck out had not been in it ? And 
if not, why object to the amendment? He did not think it 
Hkely that a new cenſus would be taken; but he did not 
think it was neceflary to prejudge that queſtion. It was an 
ohject of detail, and might properly be determined upon here- 
after. - Without it the propoſition would be more general. It 
would have the ſame operation in one-form as.in the other, 
and no gentleman could complain of having his intention of 
moving for a new cenſus prevented by a pre jarigeuent of the 

ueſt ion. 
* He hoped no further debate would take place an it: he 
Was . prepared to give his vote. 15 
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Mr. Gilbert thought there was nothing in the motion that 
ould change any member's mind on the ſubje& of the main 
reſolution : whether the term 14 cenſus be expreſſed or not; it 
would apply the ſame. At whatever time the tax was put in- 
to effect, it muſt be according to the cenſus laſt taken; the 
reſolution would not pledge the Houſe to take a new cenſus : 
it was a debate more about words than any thing elſe. 


Mr. Murray thought the debate on the preſent queſtion 4 
very trifling one, as the abſtract principle was neceffarily kept 
out of fight. If the amendment was agreed to, the appor- 
tionment muſt be made according to the laſt cenſus, as a new 
tenſus could not be taken for two years to come, many ſtates 
having already elected their if the gentleman 
from Connecticut ſaw that the amendment would be uſoleſs, 
he truſted he would not infiſt upon its being decided upon. 


Mr. Iſaac Smith ſaid; he thought they might get rid of all 
this debate very cafily. He wiſhed. the queſtion; whether 

they would lay direct taxes or not to be ſimply taken. 

If a direct tax was determined upon, the detail of the buſineſs 

could be ſettled afterwards. . He would therefore propoſe, if 

in order, that the queſtion ſhould be put ſimply „ Shall we 

hy a direct tax.” | | | | | 


Mr. Hartley ſaid he had attended much to the E of 


the buſineſs : he hoped the amendment of the gentleman from 


Connecticut would not prevail. It was allowed on all ſides, 
that additional revenue was wanted : they muſt now meet the 
queſtion, whether it ſhould come from direct taxes or not, and 
whether that ſhould be levied according to the laft enumera- 
tion, or that a new one be taken for that purpoſe; it was on- 
y a ſimple propoſition, and it was fit it ſhould be decided; and 
he hoped without much debate. It was proper ſome deter- 
minate principle ſhould be fixed as a guide to the commit- 
tee, who ſhould prepare à bill on the ſubject. He thought 
there was much neceſſity for a land tax, and he hoped it 
would prevail; and he thought it could moſt properly be 
done upon the laſt cenſus. He declared he had no objection 
to pay his portion towards it. He hoped they would haſten 
the decifion, but he ſhould be oppoſed to the motion, and 
therefore hoped the gentleman would withdraw it. | 


Mr. Dayton (the Speaker) ſaid that the words (t according 
to the Jaſt cenſus,” which were propoſed to be ſtricken out, 
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to him objectionable - in every point. of view, 


2 implied that the enumeration made ſeveral years 290, 


d de the rule of apportionment, even though a new 

one ſhould be taken before the direct taxes were opportioned, 
or, what ſeemed more probable, if it was intended in this in- 

direct and covert way, to decide that no new cenſus ſhould 

be ordered with a view to a more equal apportionment of the 

burthens, there was in either caſe a glaring impropriety in re- 
taining and thus connecting them with the principle itſelf. The 

important queſtion of direct taxes ought to have been pre- 

ſented to the deliberation of the committee of the whole, in 
terms the moſt general and abſtract, ſtripped of every modi- 

fication not neceſſarily connected with it; inſtead of which; 

there was blended in the ſame ſentence, and they were to de- 
cide in the ſame breath, another queſtion equally, nay to 
ſome ſtates more important than the firſt. Whether they 

were to take the relative numbers in 1 790, or thoſe in 1797, 


as their guide in laying the tax upon each ſtate, ought to un- 


dergo a full and ſeparate conſideration, and not by being 
wrapped up as it was in the other propoſition, pals as the ſenſe 
of the houſe without any diſcuſſion. e 

Mr. Dayton ſaid he ſhould be ſatisfied with ſtriking out 


thoſe words, and inſerting no other, but if any were to be in- 


troduced he ſhould prefer thoſe in the conſtitution, viz. C ac- 
cording to their reſpective numbers.” He was free to ac- 
knowledge that he ſhould not vote for the propoſition, even 
if the amendment, which he advocated, was carried, for he 
could never conſent to reſort to direct taxes upon lands and 
houſes, until the leſs. exceptionable, leſs unequal, and leſs op- 
preſſive means of raiſing revenue by indirect taxes were ex- 


Hauſt:d. If however, a majority ſhould think differently 


from him, and carry the reſolution for the adoption of a fy{- 
tem of direct taxation, he ſhould then think it his duty to 
move for a new cenſus to be taken previouſly to the appor- 
tionment. This ought not to be retuſed, if to equalize the 
ublic burthens was an object juſt and deſirable. For if the 
laſt enumeration of inhabitants was to be adopted as the rule, 
every member upon that floor muſt be ſenſible that New-Jer- 
ſey would be rated and taxed very far above her juſt propor- 
tion, and that a farmer in his ſtate muſt contribute at leaſt fi- 
ty per cent. more than a farmer of the ſame poſſeſſions and 
property in either of the adjoining ſtates. th 
Such, Mr. Dayton ſaid, had been the courſe of emigration 
and ſuch the ſhifting of population from one ſtate to another, 
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that a cenſus taken ſeven years ago, would furniſh a very falſe 
eltimate of the preſent ſtate of wealth and population. Whilſt 
emigrations had been going on for years paſt from New Jer- 
ky in all directions, mariy of the other ſtates had received vaſt 
acceſſions of numbers, which ought to be aſcertained by a 


new enumeration, before they commenced their, as yet tinex⸗ 


erciſed, power of direct taxation which profeſſes to found its 
apportionment upon numdert only. He did not at all concur 

with the member from Virginia, who had ſaid, that the a 
of repreſentatives muſt the 
pportiohment of taxes under every new cenſus; fot they 
night ſay, with as much propriety, that the repreſentation 
_— new, nt AI e e pt 
Mr. Swift ſaid he dia not think the 
words, and not of ſubſtance, 2s had becn afftted. His in- 
tention was to introduce the words © according to their 
1 ling en e le us,” He 


n 
bo Abe reialadus bade — form r 
ut 1 ution in its ent a it ex 
all idea of a neu _—_— 8 ught the 
amendment i rtant, was to tlemen 
charge him 1 improper motives u lg it — 
Mr. 8 — — — ;tele- 
tive to the taking of a cenſus, and laying direct takes. = 
theſe words, he ſaid, entation and taxation muſt go 
together, and that a cenſus could Ons; for the pur- 
jole/of the lattir, without — the former alfo- 
Admitting' that a cenſus could not be ta for the Purpoſe 
of a direct tax, it could. be taken for both and he 
would much rather it Sos ey chan that the tax 


pon. not be. 
They muſt paſs a general _ Aecbag the panel af 'va- 
luation to be adopted. The buſineſs could not ge- accom- 
pliſhed before — next ſeſſion, however great thg want 


money might be; N cyan, op yeg a 


the buſineſs as ſoon as if the 
_ Gs A NE reſo fot wing ha 
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amendment to paſs. No gentleman had ſaid, that it would 
be either fair or honeſt to make an apportionment according 
to the preſent cenſus. The ſtate which he repreſented; 
when compared with the ſtate of Neo- York, + would be 
greatly: injured; and ought they not, he aſked; to have re · 
eourſe to forme means by which to prevent this injury?) He 
thought they dught. If this amendment was adopted, and 
a new cenſus agreed upon, he had before faid, it would be 
in their power to collect a tax as ſoon as if the preſent cen» 
ſus was made uſe of. Why then be affrighted with: dafficul- 
ties? Some gentlemen thought it impoſſible to obtain a cr · 
rect cenſus;- others ſuppoſed,” that if it were taken for the 
purpoſe of aſſeſſing a tax, it would not be more numerous 
than the laſt; but he believed it was in the power of go 
vernment to make laws equal to the equitable apportionthent 


of the tax. Zut if à new. cenſus was not taken, Connecti- 


cut would pay 40,000 dollars more than ſhe ought to do, 
and this ſum would be paid to the ſtate of New Y ok, ſinre 
that ſtate would pay ſo much leſs than its juſt proportion. 
Would the people of Connecticut, who were now payin 
large ſums for the intereſt of a debt which that ſtate refuſed 
or neglected to pay, be ſatisfied with this ? He believed they 
uld not. If, indeed, they meant to ſatisfy the people of 
the United States in this buſineſs, they muſt apportion the 
tax fairly and equally, which could not be done by the pre- 
ſent cenſus. : % oi to e rape gre nddf Al and 
Mr. N. Smith ſaid he ſhould vote againſt the amendment 
propoſed. by his colleague ; not becauſe he a of an 
apportionment- being made according to the preſent cenfus, 
but becauſe the amendment would have no effect. The 
reſolution, he ſaid, after it was ſo amended, would ſtand 
upon the ſame ground as at preſent. To ſay, « that the tax 
thould be apportioned according to numbers, was the fame 
thing as ſaying, “ it ſhould be apportioned according to the 
laſt cenſus, as the only way of determining the numbers 
was by the laſt cenſus. The thing would, therefore, be 
the ſame, and they certainly ought” not to vote to amend 
without ſome meaning. ; 2} e $3559 
The reſolution before them, he ſaid, con lated the 
apportionment of a tax the preſent! ſeſſion; and if it paſſed, 
the tax muſt be appropriated this ſeſſion, or not at all, and 
it muſt be according to the laſt cenſu s. 
He agreed with that gentleman, that it would be juſt that 
an enumeration ſhould take place before the tax was aſſeſſed; 
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but he believed this could not be effected by the amendment 
propoſed, He thought there was no other Wey of effecting 
this, than by diſpoſing of the preſent reſolution, and by 
bringing in another. He with that gentlemen, that 
a valuation and cenſus might be provided for at the ſame 
time, and he believed it would oecaſion no delay in the col- 
lection; but if this was the gentleman's idea, the preſent 
reſolution could not anſwer the purpoſe, under any modiſi- 
cats . * | a yt ig 
Mr. W. Smith was glad to find the gentleman from Con- 
necticut had been explieit in declaring it to be his intention 
to have a new cenſus taken. He was rather ſurprized to 
hear that declaration after what he had ſaid at the time he 
introduced his motion; as he then told them, that he was 
oppoſed to the tax, but that our neceſſities had convinced 
him of the propriety of going into it; yet he now propoſed 
to delay the buſineſs till next year, and further, to relieve 
our neceſſities, he propoſed an expenſe of 50,000 dollars in 
taking a new cenſusm. en n | 
Mr. Smith thought this was the time for trying this queſ- 
tion, whether the tax ſhould be apportioned according to the 
old or a new cenſus ;' becauſe, if gentlemen were determin- 
ed to vote againſt a direct tax, except - a new cenſus was 
taken, it would be well to have that known, Nor could 
the committee of ways and means proceed with the buſineſs, 
until they knew whether the apportionment was to be made 
upon the preſent cenſus, or a new one mult be taken. To 
bring. in a bill upon fuch uncertainty-would he doing nothing. 
It would be better that the queſtion ſhould no be decided. 
He wiſhed it might be underſtood, that if a deciſion took 
place on the reſolution as reported, the old cenſus would be 
acted upon; but if the propoſed amendment was agreed to, 
that a new one muſt be taken. If the latter thould be the 
caſe, he ſhould conſider the buſineſs as totally. defeated, and 
think it neceſſary immediately to go upon a ſyſtem of indi- 
= taxation, He hoped, therefore, a. deciſion would be 
taken, | | N r 
It would be remembered, Mr. Smith ſaid, that the law 
for taking the laſt cenſus paſſed in 1790, that in 1791 an 
amendment was found neceſſary, and the cenſus was not 
received till 1792. If ſo long a time was now to be taken, 


before the tax propoſed could be carried into effect, (which 


it was probable would be the caſe, if a new cenſus was de- 
termined upon) every gentleman muſt be convinced it would 
not anſwer the purpoſe intended. | 


_— . — — 
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| Mr. Baldwin hoped it would be recollected that this queſ. 


tion would occur every year. If a land tax is adopted az 


one of che permanent ſources of revenue to ſupply the tres, 


ſury, it might be ſtated every year, that there had been larg 
— — one ſtate 2 extending in — 
caſes to ten or twenty thouſand inhabitants, and that there- 
fore 2 cenſus muſt be taken every year to make the tax 
equal. He thought the only queſtion now properly before 
them was, whether the demands on. the government were 
not now ſo great, that the country muſt be publicly diſgraced 
and their credit proſtrated by not fulfilling its engagements, 
unleſs further revenues are provided, and that adequate re- 
venues cannot be provided without reforting to a land tax, 
If the preſent ſtate of our affairs force us to ſuch a tax, the 
conſtitùtion requires it ſnould be according to the laſt cenſus. 


In laying the tax, it may be a good reaſon to urge that the 
land tax ſhould be as ſmall as poſſible till another cenſus can 


be taken, and alſo to urge taking meaſures to obtam a new 
cenſus. As ſoon as a new cenſus is taken, the tax no doubt 
in ſome inſtances will be more equal; but theſe inequalities 
muſt take place between the different periods of taking the 


cenſus; he thought it not a ſufficient reaſon for putting off 
the queſtion for two or three years, which muſt be its effect. 


Mr. Nicholas hoped, ſince the queſtion had been ſtirred 
up, it would be decided. It was not a principle upon which 
they were at liberty to act or not, It appeared to him that 


the gentleman from New Jerſey (Mr. Dayton) was perfetly 


miſtaken. If they were now to apportion a direct tax, they 
muſt determine it according to numbers; it was a decifion 
they could not avoid: And notwithſtanding that gentleman 
had flattered himſelf, that he had difeovered an intention of 
doing wrong to other parts of the union, he believed it 
— be found that it had ariſen more from that gentle- 
man's willingneſs to have found him in that ſituation, than 
any ground he had for the charge. It was his opinion that a 
cenſus muſt be taken for the double purpoſe of repreſentation 
and taxation, and that it could not tax — for the purpoſe 
of a tax without extending to the repreſentation alſo. There- 
fore, if a new cenſus was made, it would be five years before 
a direct tax could be laid; for the different ſtates” having 
elected their members upon the old cenſus,” a new one could 
not be acted upon until a new election tock place; it would 
be three years before the new legiſlature would meet, and it 
would be two years afterwards before the act for a direct tar 
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taxation rr which muſt — the gen- 
leman from New-Jerſey alſo. Mr. Niklas fach he knew | 


it was impoſſible to do equal in every part of the 
union in 1— — could do was to | 
come as near it as poſſible. | 
Mr. Williams fad this ee; cne-of the difficulties which 
muſt have been foreſeen to attend a ſyſtem of direct taxation. 
He hoped the amendment ld not prevail. It-was. true, 
he ſaid, there had been of 
New Vork; but the ts were moſtly gone into the 
wilderneſs, and could not be to bear a part-in any 
tax which might be laid on that ſtate. For is own part N 
telieved, if the amendment was agreed to, it would defeat 
de whole buſineſs ; . 

to go into a f of direct taxation { t indeed the plan 
ſhould be f Fe Al wither they he had a deſire to ſee 


"Aol for the — was made. 
Mr, — — — — 


would ſtate, that the amendment propoſed would be a total 


defeat of the reſolution for laying a direct tax. The gentle- 
men from Connecticut, he ſaid, had been accuſtomed, in 
laying their ſtate taxes, to have valuations of property made 
betwixt different towns, and they ſuppoſed no delay would 
be occaſioned by the propoſition before them; but it muſt be 
recollected, that in apportioning the tax amongſt the different 
ſtates, there was no occaſion for ſuch a valuation as they 
contemplated. It was propoſed by the ſecretary of the trea- 
ſury to be done by means of commiſſioners inſtead of the 
legiſlature, and he believed that would be the beſt way. If 
the reſolution was therefore agreed to, the tax might be pro- 
ceeded with; but if the amendment was paſſed, and a new 
cenſus was to be taken, they muſt wait at leaſt two years, as 
no valuation could take —. until a congreſs was elected ac- 
cording to the new cenſus, which could not be done till 
the time of the congreſs juſt choſen expired. They might, 
indeed, have an enumeration taken, and a tax aſſeſſed, on the 
ach of March, 1799, which would be the day on which the 
powers of the new congreſs would 8 — ue 
could take place in the mean time. 


6 166 3 

There was not the leaſt doubt, therefore, that if ü 
amendment paſſed it would amount to a defeat of a dire 
tax for two years. The queſtion was then, whether tb 
| would dgree, { to put off the buſineſs, or not. 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid he ſhould have no objection to the tak 
of = new cenſus before the expiration of ten years, If 
was thought to be neceſſary ; but he could not of de 
in it belive dee propoſed tax went into effect. Mitti 
ä Haro Mm did not agree Vith the gentleman from ono be 
nectieut (Mr Smith) who had · aſſerted that the words in th 
original reſolution and in the amendment would have 
ciſcly the ſame operation, and really meant nothing. A 
believed that they would operate, and were — 
decide the queſtion againſt the new cenſus, which the r 
bers from Connecticut as well as from New- Jerſey muſt 
<qually deſirous of providing for. The Chairman of ch 
— who reported the” reſolution under debate h 
candidly acknowledged it to be his object and meaning, ai a 
wther members had given a like conſtruction to the word 
Some. notice was due to the remarks of ——— 
Virginia and Pennſylvania who, though not entirely agre 
in their conſtruction of the conſtitution, had broacthadid 
trines that were new, and not at all warranted by that 
ſtrument. The former had faid that if a new cenſus ſhoyll 
be taken and returned at the firſt meeting of the next Co 
grels and a direct tax for the current year ſhould be _ 
d by them the ſame ſeſſion, the — take for the 
of apportionment the i and not the new ceniſus, until th 
repreſentatives had been regulated, and taken ſeats unde 
the laſt enumeration. Could it be poſſible, Mr. * 

ed, that any man who had read theſe words « direct 
ſpall be apportioned among the ſeveral ſlates according to tho 
'raſpetive vumber could believe that injunction o yr + 
che enumeration laſt taken, and immediately before t 
eyes, ſhould be rejected or diſregarded, and one taken r 
or ten years previouſly adopted in preference as the — 

numbers and wealth. The gentleman from Pennſylva 
Had not carried his doctrine quite fo far, but had given it u 
his opinion that the return of a new enumeration to the nei 
ſeſſon would prohibit an apportionment of any direct tax i 
leſs than two years when a new repreſentation would tal 
effect. The: tendency of ſuch a doctrine would be high 
dangerous as it would lock up for two years the only t 
ſources of „ and it might be in time of war when 
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hey would moſt need them, and have no other to reſart_ to. 
2th rhoſe gentlemen ſeemed to have conceived and aſſumed 
xr fact that direct taxes were to be apportioned according to 
oreſentation, in whichrthey — the colt- 
nMitution: Repreſentation and? direct taxation were both it 
due to be adjuſted by one common ſtandard but not by 
h other, and — theory, or at farſt view, the 
iſtinction was not ſtriking, yet in Fan would betfound 
o be material and important. emule r 2d 


The queſtion upon the amendment was put dee 


here being only 19 in favaur of it. 
The queſtion was W to be put * the original reſos 
tion, when 1E& G6 14 


Mr. Havens widhed-the queſtion to be divides. 1 2. 
Mr. Potter faid, . — the 
x would fall very unequally. Since the laſt! cenſus' was 
en, the fituation of many of the ſtates: was: much 
lered as to population. In the ſtate of Nhode „which 
already oppreſſed by the direct taxes of the ſtate, many 
the inhabitants had removed into the flate-of New York, 
here they had leſs taxes-tq pay. The ſtats iofidiew: York 
dend others, he ſaid, had increaſed in population, and there- 
ore a direct tax would . anne aner. 


ſtates. a 20 10 bs e 
ies 


By the roparta the; ae of the treaſury, ie: 
tat the ſtate-of Rhode Iſland was to 2 

fear, which would operate as/a tax of- double the ſum on 
their land-holders, from the manner in which it would be 
ollected, and from other property being excuſed: from ſup- 
prting its ſhare of it. It would therefore fall E 
heavy on that ſtate, when — — others. 

It had been ſaid by the an from Pennſylvania (Mr. 
i wanwick) in two long WR on the ſubj 
rcd tax was the moſt certain, equal, and —— collection; 
tie firſt convinced him that he knew nothing of the oppreſ- 
von of a direct tax. That gentleman was againſt having the 
ſyſtem detailed, becauſe it would be the means af raiſing 
ojeCtions to it; but after gentlemen had voted for the 1 
tract principle, they muſt vote for the bill. 

Mr. Potter believed ſufficient revenue might be raiſed fork 
ndireCt taxes. An additional tax had been propoſed on falt 
ud brown ſugar. It was faid theſe were articles conſumed 
y the poorer claſſes; but if a man purchaſed ſalt or ſugar, 
ie was pleaſed with the purchaſe, and would pay double the. 
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tax in his wayn than he would pay by a direct tax. 
he believed: 4 man felt fave dollars Ern da . me 
more chan 15 or a0 paid indirectly. 

IE, he ſaidþ they were to tr [extends by nde 
on the plan recommended by the gentleman from South C. 
rolina, (Mr. Harper) a part of the ſum wanted till next ſeſſon 
it would be r 
ful. He it was then found, ithat the revenues ariſing fron 
thence were inſufficient, there was not a perſon. in the hole 
who: would enter into direct taxes with more readineſs ; bu, 
until all indirect means were tried, he ſhould en 
go ta direct taxes. * (7:7 S609 2 d. 9. 7 241 

Mr. Swanwick ſaid, he was ſorry that the From 
Rhode Iſland(Mr.. Potter) ſhould have ſuppoſed, he didi d 
underitandithe principle of direct taxation, from not 
felt it. He believed, it had been by his colleague, 
that a direct tax had — won 2 
lie had been conſtantly in the habit of feeling the w 
direct tanes, as he believed there were fe places 


more in tis way: than Philadelphia. == 
been in ee of landed property ber, _—_— 
fel the truth truth of this. 9145 127 


Much, Mr. Swanwick had — Gd en th 
ſubject of indirect taxes, and of the poor being in a. g 
degree: exempt from them. Hoke — 
The duties ariſing from the luxuties of life, were ſmull i 
——— 
If you want productive taxes, ſaid Mx. S 
ney ayer — tea, and ſugar} and articlesioi 
common uſe. The from South Carolina he 
this, and had therefore introduced:them into his liſt of art- 
cles which hie ſuppoſed would bear additional duty. No one 
would doubt, therefore, that the * paid a very hen 
portion of thoſe duties. e en f f 
But the gentleman faid, let us go on a little longer and 
try the experiment. Mr. Swa aſked, if it was not-the 
moment, of all others for —— 97g out for ſome-other 
object for revenue, beſides commerce, when their impots 
where wholly in jeopardy. For, whether. they added tothe 
duty on ſalt, ſugar, or any other article recommended, :what 
certainty could they have upon their calculations being ea 
„ — — being, taken almel 
d a6 4 _— % 
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Whenever commerce was 8 they always heard of 
merchants having over-traded themſelves. And did not this 
very circumſtance tell them that the revenue muſt hereafter 

experichce a diminution, ſince, if they had over: traded 
temſeres) they would in future do leſs. 10 

Another gentleman had ſaid that 300 writs had bers ic 
ſucd in one city to recover duties. But this it was ſaid, 
was no proof at all that a reduction of the revenue would 
enſue. It would at leaſt, be allowed that it proved an ina» 

bility to pay, and bad debts would doubtleſs be the conſe- 
quence, and that no bert could be __ upon this 
ſpecies of revenue. - 

In what ſituation, then, ſaid he, is this: country placed ? 
If the French continued to take our ſhips'in the way they 
had lately heard of, we ſhould not, he ſaid, get revenue uſfici- 
ent to pay the intereſt of dur debt. So that gentlemen who 
poſed the preſent motion, if they were ſucceſsful, would re- 
duce the country to an alarming ſituation indeed. 

A curious way had been propoſed of retrenching out ex- 
yences. Now we were thteateried with attacks, it 
ws recommended that our naval and mili eſtabliſhments 
ſhould be reduced. This Was extraordinary doctrine He 
believed the gentlemen who recommended this ſaving, might 
2 well have gone on, and propoſed an annihilation of the 
government itſelf, and then there would be: no noed of T6- 
venue at all. 

Our exigencies, ſaid Mr. Swanwick are ſuck, that thoſs 
gentlemen who refuſe to ſupport the preſeat propoſition, 
nuſt take upon themſelves the — Win them, 
ſaid he, be it; he did not chuſe to take it. 

They had had ſorhe- obſervations with teſpect to the con- 
ſtitutionality of certain points in reference to direct taxati- 
on; from reflecting upon which, he was of pn that 
ndirecktares had not originally been contem Con- 
ſcitution. It contemplated a ſyſtem of direct on; ſup- 
ported on the foundation of repreſentation, which flates 
lhould pay according to their population. This ſort of tax, 
he ſaid, was well calculated to A en caution in the ex- 
henditure of the public 22 

Mr. e ſaid he been iluvh pratifled by the 
oblervation of his Colleague ftom che interior of the country, 
hat a land tax would be more gratifying to _ and his cor - 
ſtituents, than an extenſion of indirect taxes. He hoped the 
thin would be ee to: . * be its _ 
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be Gould feel fatisfied in baying wry his duty is i 
exerting Hümſelf. in its behalt. „ vi vw Ml. 
The call being loud for the committee to rife the queſt it 

on was put and negatived, there being only 13. for it. de 


Mr. Holland. had no doubt with reſpect to the conſlitu- Ml * 
anal. power to lay direct taxes. He: would go. farther lan w 
ſay, that it might have been better if government aq; be. ©! 
gun with them at its firſt inſtitution; but he was dou hid 
whether the preſent was a proper time to oommence the 9 Mi 
ſmeſs. He was of prion that indirect taxes might yet be I br 
extended ſo as to produce the revenue wanted. thi 

Without examining into the principles of impoſts and iel 
_ it might be ſuppoſed that they fell upen the merchantꝭ 72 

but, on: r it would be found that. — paid m jul 

re of them than in — ta their conſumption. "2 

e queſtion Was whether the merchant or Farmer conſun- © 
of moſt ; for it had been inſinuated hat- te farmer ſcarceh i t 
paid any patt of theſe duties. PORTS Wa 

The gentleman from Maryland, Mr. Ewit⸗ — " Bo 
think thete were farmers who paid little: or nothing. toward 
the expence of government. He did not know. any! ſug} 

Farmers, he faid, had moſtly numerous families, and then 
fore conſumed. larger quantities of imported articles. Ie 
familics. of merchants were ſeldom ſo large, they conſequen 
ly conſumed leſs. Farmers, he ſaid, were alſo ſaddled ii 
un exciſr on their ſtills, from which merchants were exemp 

Merchants, he ſaid, were in the habit of complaining 
but! government had not been inattentive; to their intereſt 
He mentioned the allowance to them in favour of Pome 
He ſaid he was convinced reyenue was wanted, but 
thought there was no neceſſity for: going into direct taxes t 
raiſe it. As to paying off the debt, he doubted not, if the 
raiſed ever ſo much revenue, (government: would find, Wa 
and means of ſpending K» „ b 
He juſtified the reduction of the military * naval el 
—— 'The military eſtabliſhment, he ſaid, Was galci 


ated for peace, and was of no other uſe, than to gatriſa \ 
our forts; and as the frigates were not built, there was lll Puc 
neceſſity for an eſtabliſhment to man them; and indeed 1 the 
thought it better that they were not finiſhed, as, if. the that 
were out at ſea, they would probably ſoom-be added to , on 
ſtrength of an enemy. He wiſhed we had leſs to do, vi wal 
foreign intercourſr. He did not know what good foreig Ject 


connections were of to us, though goverument had do. 
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been hunting them up. He + thought th the more we lived by 
ourſelves the better. Is „Sons 26% 
He believed it woild:-be beſt hoon indirect taxes, if 
it were only wich © view to keep che public debt out of 
ſight, as a part of wis debt has priginally been the-proifier- 
;y of individuals, who would murmur very much H they 
were called upon Ad either towards 8 the N 
eipal, or abc th intereſt of it. 
The farmers alreai paidia tax en weir Kills, and if, they 
were to pay a dire tax alfo, it would be like taxi 
principal and intereſt. If a direC&t'tax was laid, be ped, 
— the duty on ſtills would be repraled. d ot 
Mr. Buck wiſhed the detiſion on the queſtion might be 
poſtponed, for the purpoſe of reading tlie communicntionz 
juſt received from the Preſident, as — might throw: A 
light upon the ſituation of this country with tn fo- 
reign countries,” which might influence their decifion, as the 
tate of our commerce ſhould: be kndwn before this bubnels 
was proceeded far in; on this account he:boped the commit- 
tee would riſe, that every poſſible infoiniation of the ſtate of 
our affairs may be known before a decibon on the miele of 
_ wotplace.. {5 fro ohh 
r. J. Smith hoped the committee SET not — He 
*y — up his mind on the queſtion and he thought the 
arguments uſed on both fides' muſt have operated as a deciſion 
to every gentleman: but if the — had any thing to 
offer on the queſtion, Mr. Smi patiently hear him 
a little while; but he thought a oat Keeißon mould be 
made. March was very near, and it ouglit to be remember- 
ed, that after the decifion of the houſe there muſt be time 
allowed to / the committee of . Ways and Means to bring in a 
bill. From the. debate, which had taken place, ſpectators 
would ſuppaſe it a ſtruggle between Merchants and Far- 
mers on the queſtion «whence|ſhould the revenue come,” He 
hoped, in the main deciſion of the queſtions: gentlemen 
would drop ſelfiſh inctivemendivate: bar be public good, and 


that alone 


Mr. Harper fad if the gentleman from. Vermont (Mr. 
Buck) had voted for the committee to riſe, on any other thay 
the reaſon offered, he ſhould agree with him, but he thought 
that ground altogether inſuſhcieht. The communication 
only related to a chain of correſpondence the matter cf 
watch wouldi rio more tend to inform the houſe on this ſub- 
ject than it was at preſent. It was well known that revenue 
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was wanted, and he hoped the manner of obtaining it would 
ſoon be decided, except gentlemen ſhould want more time 
to think on it, which he would not object to allow. 

The queſtion as now again pat for. tie une riſing 
and not carriſdee. 

1 -_ Chriſtie moved a diviſion! of che e, Aten a 

riety of obſervations from ſeveral ' members the queſtion 
was at length taken on the former part of the reſolution, 
viz. that Fee a direct tax to be laid on land with im- 
provements and carried * a confderable major 
there being 56 in its favour; 

On the queſtion upon the latter part of the — 
viz. that a tax fhall he laid upon flayes with certain excepti- 
ons, being about to = put, Mr. Chriſtie moved to add, n 
all real and perſonal property within the United States“ 
On ſuggeſtion of Mr. Giles, the words, arid: other pro- 
_ were ſubſtituted in place of the above, and on the 
queſtion being put upon ity it Way nagatived, thers being 
only 18 in favour of it. 

latter part of the nde was then put as as it ſtocd, 
and carried, 54 members voting for it. The committee roſe 
and the he reſo was at length put whether the houſe ſhould 


take up the reſolutions | as: wang this At ang loſt. 
0 Ayes 37. s v 
e 75 : mata, 444484 
The bout: then adjourned. Fee ©? e 
Friday, January 2 20. 
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M. W. Smith preſented 20 petition of James Warrington 
. of the executrix and executors of the late genetal 
Nathaniel Greene, and of ſundry other perſons, praying 
relief againſt the deciſion of the accounting alficers of the 
treaſury, on ſeveral points in th ſettlements of the Claims 
of the reſpective decedents eſtates againſ the. United States. 

Mr. Varnum preſented a petition of John Nicklefs of 


Maſſachuſetts praying augmentation of his penſips in. cal 


deration of wounds receiyed in the ſervice; mme. 
Theſe petitions were referred to the locbmittet uf Claims. 

A letter was received from the Secretary of War, with 
a liſt of Invalid Penſion Applicants, who! had: been re- 


examined. Referred to the committee of claims 


Mr. W. Smith ſaidy that he wiſhed to make a motion on 
the ſul of the communication yeſterday received from 
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at tone: 

the Preſident. It fol lacs been. agree bs 80 8575 ies Dowd 
be printed; he believed 105 number 5 all,. and 
would wiſh it extended 4288 £00 y t it ſhoul uld 5 
printed under the directio of che ecretary of. ſtate,, as he 
anderſtood he. meant to 93 60 ſome notes to different parks © of 


it by way of elucidation. * AT 

This motion which as, far as it "related 6 to 1 * numher be | 
printed was tried- yeſterday, occaſioned a number of ob ride 
ations on the propriety of making the propoſed addition; or 
of having it printed differently m the ordinax courls, ol 0 
buſineſs. The clerk informing; the 00 chat the r 
nication was dirided amongſt ſeveral Ar ; that the prin- 
cipal paper would be ready by Money, | night, and the 
others by Monday fortnight ; that he had received a note 
from the ſecretary of the treaſury, informing him that there 
were ſome miſtakes in the tranſcribing, of the Papers, an 
requeſting that the proof ſheets: might be ſant to his s-ofhce, 
eſpecially as he intended to add hz ori it 4 of the 
French Miniſter's communication. My... 
drew the latter part of his motion, and the houſe fre 1 
zoo copies being printed, after many remar 

Mr. D. Foſter, from the committee of his: rep IG, 
on the petitions of Samuel Cheſter and! William Ma 
with a reſolution that they ought not to be granted, . q fo 
which the houſe concurred. 

The houſe entered. upon a conſideration of the ae 
reported eſterday by the commitzee of the whole, | on. the 
ſubject of further reyenue. 

Mr. Coit wiſhed for 2 diviſion of ie queſtion, viz, that 
the propoſition for a. * on land, and t for a tax on fl ayes, 
ſhould be put ſeparately. 

Mr. Swanwick called kor the Yeas and Nays, They were 
agreed to be taken. 

Mr. Nicholas thought the e ſhould not be divid- 
ed, but that the propoſitions for a tax on land, and a tax on 
flaves, ſhould go together; as he ſhould, object to vote for 
the tax on land, except that on ſlaves er Ranied it. „He 
thought the gentſeman had better try the queſtion, N er 
ing to ſtrike out what reſpected ſlaves. 

Mr. Madiſon thought it would be beſt n the t two propo- 
ſitions to go together; but if not, he did not think the em- 
barraſiments intuperable. If the queſtion was divided, thoſe 
who thought a tax on ſlaves neceffary, muſt vote for the firſt 
Fart; and if the ſecond was rejected, there would not be 
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ntin rod 0 of voting again the tax on land, 
t 5 nec 0 A Wer doe, e found expedient 
81 e a im order to do juſtice, 
on to the eſtabliſhed uſage of a ety latge 
af country, who were entitled to ſome degree of fl. 
n and to whom a tax on land, witheüt FRE on ſlaves 
5 0 be very obj ectionable. 8 * 
Colt id, de could not gratlfy PEP einilrnar fm 
git, br y atying his motion, "2s it would not anſwer the 
ſe he Had in- 15 


. view.” hatin. + 
Nieholas ſup ſuppoſed, if the Geb was rſiſted in; 
he: v was at lt ow move to inſert flaves in the —_ parte of 
t ution. nent certainly knew his Own: v 

beſt of he houghs was poſſible t to have ſettled the b 


ner, 70 he he pro pt 
1 6 55 difficulty on te — 4 
Fx wouts vote. G br e firft part of the refolation, in hopes 
t yt ſecoti{ would pals ; . but if it og 'not paſs, 405 
0 ave. an oppottunity o voting on the main que 
en e e whale.” e eee 
"Mr. Van Cartlandr' would vote for both together, but 0 
ſeparatel7x. 
BY. 0 "Gallatin, 492 quired as 4 pon 5f order, whedice if 
art of the'refolution was carried, and tlie ſecond 
— the queſtion would not then be taken woe the 
re 


lution as amended ? - A f 1220 

up er anfivered in the affciithcive. 9 S101 23 
Mr. 12 ſaid it would fave time if the queſtion "Was 
taken upon the whole reſolution together; for if ſeveral gen- 
temen voted againſt the firſt propoſition, leſt the laſt ſhould 
not paſs, the whole might in this- way be 'defeated: He 
thought a vote might be ſafely taken upon the Whole 'toge- 
ther, as no one would be — by the vote which he now 
gave to Tote 1. faxour of the bill, if he ſhouſd not apptove 
of 4 233 withed' to ſee the plan, though 

| he aid” Ys 1 now Vat he ſhould vote for it. 

Mr. Nicholas ſu ppoſed there was not the difficulty med. 
tioned by the genre eman from New Tork. — 
would 2 riſk” the whole by by Gang againſt the firſt part ol 


the reſolution 3 ſince; if the ſecond was not carried, they 
could afte dy? "reject the whole. 593,50. Ye 
The queſtion” Was E that the houſe dice to 0 firſt 
teten, vz. 
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cht to be a portioged, accord- 
e.ſeveral — a Me 


to be raiſe by the lowing direct taxes, viz"! "A 
« A tax ad valorem, u nder proper regulations ae 
tions, on all; lands, with rug n inclu tir 
lots with the in $ thereon.” G rr 
It was reſ9 0. in- phe affirmative. Y 
TT e e 
ed Noes 39. __— bags 
Thote who, yoted in e affirmative are, * ne 
4 7 m 18 
Abraham Baldwin, John Wilkes 2 "JT 
Thomas Blount, Edward Livi 9 
Richard Brent, James Madiſon, 
Daniel Buck; John Milledge, 
Samuel J. Cabell, Andrew. Moore, 
Joſhua Coit, „R. A. Muhlenbeng, 3 ode 
Iſaac Odles, William Vans Murray, 
Milan Cooper, | Anthony Ner, 
William Craik, John Nicholas, ;́ T . 
Geotge Dent, Alexander D. Orr, * 
George Ke. Jem Page. 
William e, ts | 1 3 John Patten, th Dagly 0 
Albert Gallatinn Francis Preſton. 
Nicholas Gilman, Robert Rutherford. 
Henry Glen Samuel. Sewall, 1715 
Chauncey: Goodrich, - - - | Samuel Sitgreaves, * 
Chriſtopher. Greenup, - " ;Afuac Smith, 
William. B. Groves, William Smith, 
George Hancock, Richard Sprigg, jun. 
Carter B. Harriſon, John Swarwick _.. 
Thomas Hartley, John E. Van Allen, 
John Hathorn, Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Jonathan N. Havens, Abraham Venahle, and - 
William nden. John Williams. | 
Thoſe who voted in che ang ther —_ 
Fiſher Ames, Samuel W. Dana, 
Theodorus Bailey, James Davenport, 
Theophilus Bradbury, Henry Dearborn, 
Nathan Bryan, Abiel Foſter, 
Demſey Bur Dwight Foſter, 


Jefle Franklin, 


( 9 _ 1 
Nathaniel Freeman, ) Jun. ElifhaR. Potter, 3 


22 Gilleſpieec, . ent ene 
oger Griſwold, . 5 hn 8. Sberburte; 1 
Robert; Goodloe Harper, Jeremiah Smith, Wy 
homas Heng lon, _. _ Nathaniel Such, A 
ames Holland. Wi rein 
Andrew Jackſon, 2 Zephäniah Swift, N11 Ch. o : mw 
George Jackſon, . George Thatcher, © © 
Mattherr Locke, r Richard Thomas, 
Samuel Lyman, Mark Thomſon, 
William Lyman, . oſeph B. Varnu 3 
Samuel Maclay, © © = W. zac, and 11 
Nathaniel Macon. Richard Winn. Aid 
Francis Maldone, | 10 100 W l 4 — aof 
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The ſecond part 17 the 'refolution 8 to flares was 
about to be put, When 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, before the queſtion FR s taken « on this 
diviſion, he juſt would mention why this ſpecies of perſonil 
property was brought, under view, whilſt all other re 
property was unnoticed. . | 

It was very true, that ſtock upon a farm i in the north ark 

eaſtern ſtates, paid nearly as great a proportion of the taxes 
of thoſe ſtates, '' as the n roes did thoſe of the ſouthern 
ſtates, and therefore it might ſeem ſomewhat wrong to in- 
troduce negroes in the one 'caſe and not cattle in thè other. 
The reaſon which induced'the committee of ways and meatis 
to adopt this mode was, that negroes are conſined to cer. 
tain ſpots of land in the ſouthern States, while horſes and 
cattle extend nearly equally over a whole country. A land 
tax, unaccom _— with a tax on ſlaves w a be very 
unpopular in thoſe ſtates, as it would throw too great a bur- 
den upon farmers who did not hold ſlaves, and fall 't6o 
lightly upon thoſe whoſe property chiefly conſiſted of ſlaves. 
There was this difference betwixt the two ſpecies of proper- 
- A farmer in the northern or eaſtern ſtates would not 

ink himſelf aggrieved by not paying a tax upon his farming 
ſtock; but a farmer in the ſoathern ſtates would think 
himſelf aggrieved if his land was taxed. Whillt the flaves 
of the ſlave: holder were not taxed. —lIt was on this account 
that this ſpecies of property was in roduced. 

Mr. Murray was not ſtruck with the obſervations of the 
_ gentleman laſt up, ſo as to ſay he would ultimately vote for 
this ſpecies of tax; at;preſent he ſhould vote for a bill to bs 
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brought in z but unleſs he found the bill could reconcile 
the principle more, and do greater juſtice i in the eaſe than 
he at preſent conceived he ſhould then oppoſe it. 

He ſaid he conſidered. ſlaves in the ſouthern ſtates as la- 
bourers, and unleſs gentlemen could ſhow him where las 
bourers were taxed," he ſhould not think it right to vote for 
that part of the bill. He was decidedly in favour of 3 
und tax, but againſt the other part of the queſtion. Mr. 
M. ſald, he mefely mentioned this that he might not hereaf- 
ter be charg ed with inoonſiſtency, in cafe he ſhould vote 
againſt the bil. He repeated, unleſs proviſion be made for 
taxing labour in other of the United States, he muſt 
rote againſt this ugly —— dill if W = rk 
tax would operate very ry wc A 

Mr. — * rays © oled to th 
tax E he refolution, ff denz of qr 
whole, yet he th ought it right that à tat ori flaves fhould be 
introduced witk a on land; fot as this direct tax was to 
be raiſed by apportionment through the ſtates, whethet the 
ſouthern ſtates paid on ſlaves, or the northern "ſtates on land, 
made no difference in effect; each paid in its own way 4 
one mode was more convenient for the Horthern, an 
for the ſouthern, find another for this euſtern: no injury 
was done by this to any other ſtate. | 

Mr. G. Jackſon faid he was againſt all ſpecies of direct 
axation, but particularly on this ſpecies ; and, if a tax on 
land was carried, he ſhould bring forward # reſolution to 
lay a tax upon all property veſted in public ſecurities He 
wiſhed for the yeas and nays on this queſtion” 

and nays were agreed to be taken: 

Mr. Nich e to der the dss pesdeg 57 10 
colleague. He ſhould vote for the . though he an 
his conſtituents would be affected by it; but, in the diſtriet 
vhich that gentleman repreſented, were no flaves; and 
it was therefore his and his conſtituents' intereſt to have 4 
tax on ſlaves, in'order to lighten that on land. 

Mr. G. Jackfon' ſaid, it was not ſo much on iccount of 
the intereſt of himſelf or his conſtituents that he oppoſed 
this tax, but he objected to it as a capitation tat; | 

Mr. Moore ſaid? the fituation of che ſouthern ſtates had 
deen truly ſtated. In the weſteriy parts, there were few 
laves, He faid, in the gs — that houſe the la- 
bour of the negroes had been 5 to 3 with res 


* to — perſons ; 1 ability of the ſtate to 
OL. II. a 
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pay was conſidered in the fame proportion. His colleague 


from the mountains (Mr. G. Jackſon) ſhould conſider, that 
if the holders of flaves were not ta pay a portion of the tax 
impoſed- on the. ſtate of Virginia, it would, fall very heavy 
upon his,conſtituents, and thoſe of his colleague, where few 
blacks were kept. He hoped, therefore, it would paſs. 
Mr. Jeremiah Smith was aware that à tax on ſlaves would 
lighten the tax on land in the ſouthern ſtates, and therefore 
he did not wonder at the repreſentatives from thoſe Rats 
wiſhing, it to take place; but by ſo. apportioning 'thec/tax; 
would not the land-holders in the ſouthern ſtates pay leſs 
than the land-holders in parts of; the union where no-layes 
were kept? He believed they would. A perſon, for inſtance, 
in New Hampſhire, holding the value of 1000l. in land, 
would pay à larger portion of the tax than a holder of land 
to the fame extent in Virginia. He believed this would be 
unjuſt, and an ohjection to this mode of taxing the ſouth 
ern ſtates, as, though the tax would fall more equally on 
them, it would not be ſo with reſpect to other ſtate. 
; Mr. Goodrich ſaid, this tax was introduced into the f. 
tem for the accommodation of that part of the union where 


' þ 


A diſſpoſition to render the plan as acceptable, in every 
part of the country, as jt could be made, conſiſtently with 
the intereſts: of the whole, ought to prevail. But before a 
tax on flayes was adopted, its operation on the union, and 
is * as it reſpected different diſtricts, ſhould be conſ- 
Red. et zit i be ieee en 2. 
A direct tax ought to fall as equally as poſſible eyery 
where; that on land and houſes, with their improvements, 
which had beep. agreed to, would be laid by a valuation 
ſeldom repeattd, perhaps once in ten or fifteen years. The 


_ expenſe of its aſſeſſment and collection would be nearly 


equal throughout the United. States ; but with reſpect to 
tax on ſlayes, there would be required frequent enumerati 
ons, at leaſt an annual enumeration. This would be atteiy- 
ed with. conſiderable expenſe, to be defrayed not by the pur- 
ticular diſtricts, for whoſe benefit this ſpecies of tax wa 
introduced, but by the United States. 11 


There was another objection. A land tax Was certain— 
it might and undoubtedly would be made a lien on, the rea! 


eſtate, on which it was laid. It would be liable to little, if 
any loſs. Not. ſo with a tax on llaves. Such a. tax he ap- 
prehended would be uncertain, expoſing the revenue to col 


( 


ſderable defaleations. If à proviſion eould not be made te 
place the loſs on the diſtriẽts where it happened, by re- taxing 
them, it would operate unequally. He imagined a re-taxa- 
tion for defalcation, if it could be made, would be conſi- 
dered as unjuſt, and ereate diſcontent among the individuals 
who were ſubjected to it; and if that could not be done, 

me deficiency muſt fall on the union, and would produce 
uneaſineſs from its partial effects. He did not know how 

the detail would: be arranged. He had been of the number 
who were defirous to ſee the collection law, before they de- 
cided on the reſolution before them, ſo as to have poſſeſſed 
the whole ſubject. At preſent, he ſaw ſo many difficulties 
from incorporating this ſpecies of tax into tlie plan, be 

could not aſſent to it. 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid he did not underſtand che 6bj Gies 
of the gentleman from New Hampſhire (Mr. Jer. 8mith. | 
He did not ſee how he could produce an equal value in'la 
in every part of the union. The tax, he ſaid, would be 
apportioned according to che number of perſons, and not 
according to the number of acres in any ſtate. © f 

If the gentleman from Connecticut (Me Goodrich) would | 
rely upon his information, he might be aſſured; chat an an- 
nual enumeration of ſlaves ma not coſt ſo much as = | 
aſefſment/of land made once in ten'years. | With veſpe 
the tax being uncertain, he was totally miſtaken,” It way 
the moſt productive tax in the ſouthern” ſtates. If the tax 
was laid wholly upon land, it would be laid on a great part 

wiich would be unſaleable, and when à report came to be 
made of the collection, there would be found great defici- 
eneies; but with reſpect to ſlaves, there would be no failure, 
kecauſe they were a{pecies of property which would AN 
und a ready ſale in a ſouthern market. 160-487 6 

Mr. S. Smith ſaid he had heard much on hb Ger with 
relpett to equality of taxation. It was impoſſible; he ſaid, 
o make taxes fall exactly equal; they will fall in ſome eaſes 
heavier than in others. He would ſtate a caſce, When x 
tu on carriages was under conſideration, they 'founid! the 
zentlemen from Connecticut yoting without ſcruple, ' decauſe 
that ſtate paid only 2 or 300 dollary arfiually} when Mary- 
land paid 5,000 dollars a year te that duty, There was no 
<quality in this; yet thoſe gentlemen winked at the difpro- 
portion. He . they Gould do ſo in the prefent cafe. 

Mr. Potter ſaid, if his part of the reſolution was: mrs 
to, it was to apportion a tax on the perſonal property of the 


(180 5 | 


fouthern ſtates, which no doubt they would be glad of and 
if gentlemen from thoſe ſtates could point out any ay by 


2 the perſonal property of other ſtates could be come 
at, he — — agree to — preſent propoſition: but he believed 
— done; and if not, he ſaw no reaſon why 
IS of thaſe ſtates ſhould be made to bear 


ing was 
_— loſt fight = was not = a 1 

on carriages or nal t whether 
would agree to the report of the © — of the whole, 
via. ors us ſhould be laid on ſlaves, with certain ex- 
© ceptions.” 

Mr. Henderſon faid he ſhould vote a gainſt this propolitien 
becauſe it was a direct tax, as he ſhould. vote againſt every 
queſtion of that kind, until every fource of indirect taxation 
55 and he Sought this was not the caſe a 

ent. c ” | 

Mr. Claiborve ſaid he thought alſo that direct taxes hal 
not be reſorted to until indirect ſources were exhauſted; 


"The 


but he believed they were now exhauſted, and that direc 


taxes were the only means left to them of money. 
As he lived in —8— which was unfortunately curſed with 
negroes, he wiſhed the preſent motion to paſs, for the fake 
of making the tax bear in ſome; degree: equally. in the ſouth- 
ern Gatos but, if þe thought with his colleague (Mr. Jack- 
ſon) that a tax on ſlaves bore-any affinity to a err w. tax, 
he ſhould alſo oppoſe it; but he had no ſuch idea. 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid he would juſt notice what had: fallen 
from the gentleman from Co icut (Mr. Goodrich) which 
2 the only thing like argument which had been uſed againſt 

the preſent propoſition. As to what had been ſaid about 
the quantum of tax falling on different ſtates; or what had 
been faid, by the gentleman from Rhode Iſland (Mr. Potter) 
with reſpect to the perſonal property of the eaſtetn ftates, 
he hid not fee how it applied to the preſent queſtion. If the 
propoſed tax was certain, and the expenſe of collection 
would not be greater than would attend the collection of the 
tax in other ſtates, he did not ſee avy objection to it. 
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'The gentleman from Connecticut had faid, that the Ex- 
penſe of our annual enumeration of ſlaves would be great, 
and that it would fall upon the United States. Me would 
inform that and the houſe, that when no 4fſeſ- 
ment took place, but merely an enumeration, it would bs 
attended with no expenſe on the collection of the tax. The 
diſtinction which he made was, when a valuation and un 
enumeration were both neceffary; and when an enumeration 
alone was neceſſary. In the " inſtance, the value uf the 

roperty was to be aſcertained, and the tax laid ä 
ba where an enumeration was only wanted (the tax 

head according to age, &c. —_ been N n en- 
penſe would be incurred. LLC? 

M. G. ſaid, he ſpoke from/experiinee. In Peneſylvania 
there was a certain tax on perſbnal property, the taking an 
account of which did not increaſe the expence. Every 
three years there was an aſſeſsment of perſonal property, 
amongſt which was ſlaves; but the enumeration was ma- 
naged in this way. The collector called twice upon per- 
ſons; the firſt time he gave them notice to pay, and took 
an account of their property, which conſiſting of few afti- 
cles, and the value being already fixed, he could toll: them 
at the time the amount to be paid at his next call. 

As to any degree of uncertainty apprehended from: this 
tax, that might be removed, by throwing the — tha if 
there-ſhould be any, upon the land. He thou — 
fore the dbjections which had been Augen again 
would be completely obviate. 

Mr. Coit allowed that nothing was more: lets than that 
the manner in which the ſouthern ſtates paid their ——.— 
ment of the propoſed: burthen, could make no di to 
the northern and eaſtern ſtates; but the gentleman frem 
Pennſylvania (Mr. Gallatin) allowed there was ſome weight 
in the obje&tions with __ to * dps grins and W 
tion of the tax. 

If he underſtood that nen he faid that the making 
an enumeration of ſlaves would make no difference in the 
expence. He did not know how 'this could be. If two 
objects were to do, viz. to value and aſſeſs the land, and 
to enumerate and value the ſlaves, it was new! doctrine to 
him, if theſe two things would not coſt more than if · 
one had been done; or, if this bufirieſs would be done for 
nothing, it would de one of the firſt r Ynite# 
States Fad had done upon thoſe terms. 


1 


V pon the collection there would alſo be an additional ex- 
pence and a probability of loſs; the more detail there was 


in — the greater the liability to error and lofs to 


the United States; and in proportion to this loſs, would 
theſe ſtates pay leſs than others. 
Mr. Hartley ſaid. he ſhould at preſent vote for the propo- 
ſition; but ould feel himſelf; at to vote differently 
on the bill, if he did not approve it. ficulties aroſe. an 
his mind as to the propriety of taxing perſonal — in 
ſtate and not in another, by which means 

— to be given on land in — ſouthern ſtates to the 
amount of. the difference of the taxes between the land in 
' thoſe ſtates and that in other ſtates, upon which purchaſers 
would naturally calculate. This difficulty might probably 
be removed — his mind; and, therefore, in order to giyr 
the whole of the buſineſs a fair "chance, he ſhould, wiſh the 
reſolutions to go back to the committee of Ways and Means 
to bring in a bill. | 

Mr. Page did ſuppoſe that gentlemen coming from ſtates 
which were in the habit of collecting direct taxes, would 
have endeavoured to accommodate the buſineſs to the ſitua- 
tion and circumſtances of different ſtates, ſo as to make the 
ſyſtem the moſt convenient to each. He did ſuppoſe, that 
whenever it ſhould have been determined to enter upon di- 
rect taxation, that ſums - would have been apportioned to 
each ſtate; and that they would have been left to themſelyes 
to have raiſed ti money in the way which they thought 
moſt convenient. Inſuperable objections, however, it ſeem» 
od had been found againſt this ſyſtem, as appeared from the 
report of the Secretary of the Treaſury; but it was unrem 
ſonahle that the pox fan ſtates ſhould. complain that the 
ſouthern ſtates would pay the tax with greater facility than 
them. They might. he ſaid, as well complain againſt the 
richneſs of heir ſoil, or the -warmneſs of their clinate.' 

With reſpect to the tax falling lighter on them than on 
other ſtates, thoſe who held {layes would find it lighter, but 
thoſe, who had none, would not, But he thought it extra- 
ordinary, that whilſt they were upbraided with holding 
. of property peculiar to their. country, they thauld al- 

— nnr to pay a 2 upon: that: er 


* P. aid he did not. bee what difcrence,i it * 1055 
qther ſtates, that they raiſed a part of the tax required of 
from flaves. The ſecretary of the tre ſury had recom 
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mended this mode, the committee of ways and means, — 
reported accordingly, and they were ready to pay a tas 
their {laves, in addition to 2. at for chem 
already; for, it ſhould be recollected that perſons holding 
laves, contribute largely to the duties collected from impoſts, 
by the purchaſe of flannels and cloth, rum, molaſſes, Nc. 
neceſſary for their food and. clothing. ft 5 218: 7:246 
If a perſon living in a ſtate” where flavery did not 
paid ſomething more for his land, the difference was certain- 
ly not equal to the ſatisfaction he muſt enjoy, in refleQing 
that his ſtate was free from that evil. His land, on that ac- 
count, would be worth three times as much, as land of the 
ſame quality in the Southern States Why, then, do gen- 
glemen complain? the Southern: States themſelves might 
have objected to this tax; they might have doubted the oon 


meaſure. % ce 


For his oww part, M. P. ſaid, he wiſhed he lived where 
there was no ſlavery; and if he could find a climate he liked 
as well, he would change his ſituation on that account, / 

Mr. Brent ſaid it was a very extraordinary thing that gen- 
tlemen who! repreſented ſtates where there were no flaves, 
ſhould oppoſe-a tax on that ſpecies of property, and that the 
ſouthern ſtates where ſlavery exifted, ſhould be advocating 
that tag. lors t inen At 1577 1: 0Re3y C1 

By the report of the ſecretary of the treaſury, there ap- 
peared a deficiency of revenue, and in order to ſupply that 
deficiency, they had determined to have recourſe to dire&b 
taxes; and, the amount which each ſtate ought to 
furniſh, had been aſcertained, he thought it ſhould have 
been left to the different ſtates to have raiſed the. money) 
from ſuch funds as they judged” beſt, provided they had: 
been ſecure. This, he thought, would only have been libe- 
ral and proper. It had, however, been determined other- 
wiſe ; but, from a knowledge that by introducing land and 
ilaves together, as objects of taxation, the tax would be 
more equally levied in the ſouthern ſtates, if that plan had been 
adopted. And ſurely, he ſaid, it could have given no ſatis- 
faction to any other ſtate, that by laying a tax on land only, 
it ſhould have operated in a very oppreſſive manner in ſome 
parts of the ſouthern ſtates, and ſcarcely have been felt at 


all in other parts of thoſe ſtates; and yet this ſhould appear 


5 | ( 
DN Neu-Hampſhire 
if-this law paſſed, a poſſeſſive Und. 
in — ger I of the value of 1000], 

han a land holder ta chat amount in the 
— And. was this, he aſked,” a ſubject of re- 
IF the :Ntate,of Virginia _ amount required of 
in a manner which bore:mo upon the whole of 
eitinens, ought that to. rr vg — of other 
ſtates ? He. net. | —— 
be n defirable g that the tax — be found to fall 
equally: on the r every ſtate. 
Another objection produead by the gentleman from Con- 
—— _ Goodrich was, — A tax on this ſpecies of 
would not be ſo fecure as a tax on land. If that 
had been with the ſituation of the 
States, he would have known that ſlaves formed 
the —— fund of thoſe States; for whilſt their wide 
and extenſive waſte lands would not cbmmand any price, 

were always ready ſale. Hence it aroſe that the 
States Were Bot able ta raiſe a tax on land, re 
faves had never failed to be productive. 


Wich reſpect to che inconvenience or 8 e 2 


3 in V he {aid ne expence wou < 

veceſſury ; becauſe it was the cuſtonn uf that State to- 
annually > liſt af their Slaves, = om harman, 

in che archievex of the State. If gentlemen were, 1 — 
economical that they would not expend a few of the pub- 

lie pence: to get a liſt of this property, let them recur to the 

. . 


| \ To thoſe who know the ſituation of the Southern —— 
temarks made by the gentleman ennſylvania 
(Mr. Gallatin) muſt have been irrefiſtably impreſſive Al- 
moſt the whole of the lower part of the Country poſſeſſed 
. kind, whilſt the upper parts had ſcarcely 
a tax was,” therefore, impoſed upon only, the 

upper part of the Country would be extrenibly aggrieved, 
and would murmur, and they would murmur with juſtice. 
Gentlemen from: the Eaftern States called upon the Re- 
tatives of the Southern States to point out a mode 

y which they might come at the perſonal property of their 
States. But, he would aſk them, if, independent of land 
with its improvements, they poſſeſſed. any other ſpecies of 
property which could not be eluded? He believed they 
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could not point it out; why, then, call upon gentlemen 
from the Southern States to do, what they, who certainly 
knew beſt their own reſources, were unable to do. 

The Gentleman from the Southern States, he ſaid, had 
diſcovered. thoſe objects which they thought beſt able to 
bear the burthen; and if the repreſentatives of the other 
States were not ſatisfied with the tax on land; let them 
come forward and ſay what other property they have equally 
ſecure, upon which a tax may be laid, 

It was a phenomenon, he would again ſay, that the Re- 
preſentatives of States where ſlavery exiſted ſhould be con» 
tending for a tax upon Slaves, and that Members from 
States where ſlavery was not tolerated, were oppoſing it. 
He could not help believing that the real object of gentle- 


men had not been avowed. It was ſomething hidden and 


unſeen. E 

Mr. Kittera ſaid that the oppoſers of this part of the reſo- 
lution, were the oppoſers of a direct tax altogether. It was 
obſervable that thoſe upon whom the tax would fall did not 
complain. It was extraordinary that the complaints ſhould 
-ome from another quarter. As to the objections of his col- 
league (Mr. Hartley) that part of the tax being laid on ſlaves 
in the ſouthern ſtates, would affect the value of land, he ſaid 
t would make no difference whether the tax was on lan or 
ſlaves, as it affected land, its operation would be the ſame. 
It was therefore no ſolid objection againſt the reſolution. 

On the queſtion, that the houſe do agree to the laſt part 
of the ſaid reſolution, in the words following, to wit: 

« A tax on flaves, with certain exceptions.” 

It was reſolved in the affirmative, yeas 68, nays 23. 

Thoſe who voted in the affirmative, are, f 


Fiſher Ames. George Dent, 
Abraham Baldwin, George Ege, 
Thomas Blount,  - William Findley. 
Theophilus Bradbury, . Adiel Foſter, 
Richard Brent, | Jeſſe Franklin, 
Daniel Buck, Albert Gallatin, 
Samuel J. Cabell, James Gilleſpie, 
Gabriel Chriſtie, Nicholas Gilman, 
Thomas Claiborne, Henry Glen, 
Iſaac Coles, Chriſtopher Greenup, 
William Cooper, Andrew Gregg, 
William Craik, William B. Grove, 
James Davenport, Wade Hampton, 


Vol. II. A 2 


= ——ͤ ——?v—ä — — — 
PRI — 


. —— . , oe 


— 


— —— tte ts, Bs an TE ah. oe r 
* 5 


Thomas Henderſon, 
George Jackſon, 
William Lyman, 


And then the main queſtion being taken, that the houſe 
do agree to the reſolution, as re 


the whole houfe, 


-”” 


George Hancock, Alexander D. Orr, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, John Page, 
Carter B. Harriſon, Joſiah Parker, 

Thomas Hartley, John Patten, 

John Hathorn, j Francis Preſton, 
Jonathan N. Havens, | Robert Rutherford, 
William Hindman, Samuel Sewall, 
James Holland; Samuel Sitgreaves, 
Andrew Fackſon, Irael Smith, 

John Wilkes Kittera, Iſaac Smith, 
Mathew Locke, Samuel Smith, 
Samuel Lyman, William Smith, 
Samuel Maclay, Richard Sprigg, jun. 
Nathaniel Macon, William Strudwick, 
James Madiſon, John Swanwick, 
John Milledge, John E. Van Allen, 
Andrew Moore, Philip Van Courtlandt, 

F. A. Muhlenberg, Abraham Venable, 
William Vans Murray, Peleg Wadſworth. 
Anthony New, John Williams, and 
John Nicholas, Richard Winn. 

Thofe who voted in the negative, are, 
Nathan Bryan, Francis Malbone, 
Demſey Burges, | Eliſha R. Potter, 

Joſhua Coit, Jotm Reed, 

Samuel W. Dana, John S. Shefburne, 
Henry Dearborn, Jeremiah Smith, 

Dwight Foſter, Nathaniel Smith, 

Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Zepheniah Swift, 
Chauncey Goodrich, George Thatcher, 
Roger Griſwold, Richard Thomas, 


Mark Thomſon, and 
Joſeph B. Varnum. 


It was reſolved in the affirmative, yeas 49, nays 39. 
Thoſe who voted in the affirmative, are, 


Thomas Blount, 
Richard Brent, 
Daniel Buck, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
Thomas Claiborne, 


Joſhua Coit, 


Iſaac Coles, 


William Craik, 
George Dent, 
George Ege, 


ported by the committee of 


William Findley, 
Albert Gallatin, 
Nicholas Gilman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
Chriſtopher Greenup, 
Andrew Gregg, 
William B. Grove, 
George Hancock, 
Carter B. Harriſon, 
Thomas Hartley, 
ſohn Hathorp, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
William Hindman, 
John Wilkes Kittera, 
ſames Madiſon, 

John Milledge, 
Andrew Moore, 

F. A. Muhlenberg, 
William Vans Murray, 


( 
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Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, 
Alexander D. Orr, 
John Page, 
— Parker, 

ohn Patten, 
Francis Preſton, 
Robert Rutherford, 
Samuel Sewall, 
Samuel Sitgreaves, 


> Iſaac Smith, 


Samuel Smith, 

William Smith, 
Richard Sprigg, jun. 
John Swanwic 

John E. Van Allen, | 
Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Abraham Venable, and 
John Williams. 


Thoſe who voted ig the negative, are, 


Fiſher Ames, George Jackſon, 
Theodorus Bailey, Matthew Locke, 
Theophilus Bradbury, Samuel Lyman, 
Nathan Bryan, | William Lyman, 
Demſey Burges, Samuel Maclay, 
Gabriel Chriſtie, Nathaniel Macon, 


Samuel W. Dana. 

James Davenport, 
Henry Dearborn, 

Abiel Foſter, | 
Dwight Foſter, 

jeſſe Franklin, - 
Nathaniel Freeman, j Jun. 
James Gilleſpie, 

Roger Griſwold, 

Wade Hampton, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Henderſon, 
james Holland, 
Andrew Jackſon, 


Francis Malbone, 
Eliſha R. Potter, 
John Reed, 
John S. Sherburne, 
Jeremiah Smith, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Zephaulah Said, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thompſon, 
Joſeph B. Varnum, 
Peleg Wadſworth, and 
Ricard Winn. 
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The Houſe then went into a committee of the whole on 
the bill tor giving effect to the laws of the United States in 
the State of Teneſſee, Mr. Coit in the chair. 

A confiderable debate took place (which however was not 
of ſufficient importance to be given in detail) on the ſubject 
of the ſalary of the Diſtri&t Judge to be appointed under the 
act. The bill provides that he {hall be paid 1000 dollars a 
year, Mr. Swift moved to amend the bill by ſtriking out 
1009, to inſert in its place 800; This motion was ſupported 

dy Meſſrs. Williams, Henderſon, W. Smith, W. Lyman, and 
Kittera, on the ground of 800 dollars being ſufficient to af. 
ford a handſome maintenanze in that country ; that it was 
equal to the pay of any judge in the union, conſidering the 
duties he would have, and the cheapneſs of living; that if 
compared to the falaries allowed by that ſtate to its officers, 
it was an high falary, as their diſtrict judges were allowed on- 
| ly 68 dollars a circuit, and their governor only 650 dollars a 
year; that if more was allowed it would be doing an injury to 
the ſtare, as it would tend to make their officers diflatisfied with 
their pay: that to pay a larger ſum would bring a charge of 
extravagance upon the government : that the dittrict judge of 
Vermont had only 800; and that if a 000 were given to the 
judge of Tenneſſee, it would not only lead him to expect an 
augmentation of ſalary (which he had already applied for) 
but every judge in the union would expect to be advanced. 
This, it was ſaid, was a ſerious conſideration, ſince a judge's 
ſalary could not be lowered, and to hold out an idea that they 
might be increaſed on application, would have the effect to 
make the judges in ſome degree dependent on that Houſe. 
The preſent want of money alſo cautioned them againſt ex- 
travagance. - 

On the other hand, Meſſrs. A. Jackſon, Holland, Blount, 
Macon, Buck, Thatcher, and S. Smith were in favour of the 
ſalary being 1000 dollars. In order to induce men of abilities 
to accept of ſuch offices, they wied them to be liberally 
paid; that no judge in the union had a leis ſum, except the 
judge of Vermont, whoſe ſalary they hoped would be increaſ- 


ed; that though moſt of the neccllaries of life were tolera- - 


bly low, yet every article imported was very high in that 
country, owing to their diſtaice from the fea; that he would 
have four times a year to travel through the wilderneſs, which 
was always attended with danger, and which, if a war ſhould 
at any time take place with the Indians, would be at the riſk 
of his life: that the ſalaries of the ſtate officers ought to be no 
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rule in this caſe, ſince the ſtate was poor, and they had generally 
been accepted from patriotic motives ; it was added that they 
had not been in the habit of being guided by the practice of 
ſtates, who were moſtly too penurious in the pay of their of- 
ficers ; the members of Congreſs received double the pay of 
the members of any of the ſtate legiſlatures, and they heard 
of no complaint on that grouud. | 

The queſtion on the amendment was put and carried 39 
to 35. The committee then roſe and obtained leave to fit 
wan. Adjourned. | | 
Monday, January 23. — 

The Speaker laid before the Houle a certificate and return 
from the governor of Maſſachuſetts, of the election of Thom- 
fon J. Skinner (in the pla ce of Mr. Sedgwick now in the Se- 
nate) who appeared, and the uſual oath having been adminiſ- 
tered to him, he rook his ſeat accordingly. | 


Mr. Swanwick, from the Committee of Commerce and Ma- 


nufactures, reported on an application made from the Legiſ- 
ature of Maſſachuſetts, for a light houſe to be erected on 
Gay Head, that as three light houſes had already been erect- 


ed principally for the convenience of Nantucket, that as no 


other place would receive ſpecial advantage from a light houſe 
on Gay Head, conſidering the preſent ſtate of the Revenues 
of the United States, they recommended that the ſubject 


ſhould be poſtponed till next ſeſſion. The report was read a 


ſecond time and the houſe concurred. 

Mr. Swanwick, from the {ame Committee alſo reported 
2 bill in addition to an ac; for mitigating and remitting certain 
penalties incurred under the Revenue Laws, making it toex- 
tend to the acts relative to the regiſtering of ſhips, and to veſ- 
ſels employed in the fiſhing and coaſting trade. The bill 
was twice read and ordered to be committed to a committee 
of the whole on Wedneſday next. h 

Mr. Swanwick alſo reported a bill relative to the compen- 
ation of certain officers employed in collecting duties on im- 
poſts and tonnage, propoſing to allow the collectors of the 
leveral ports inſtead of their preſent ſalaries, a certain per 
centum on the amount of duties collected, with ſundry other 
regulations. It was read a ſecond time and ordered to be 
committed to a committee cf the whole on Thurſday next. 

Mr. Gilman, from the Committee to whom was referred 
tne buſineſs relative to the Refugees from the Britiſh provin- 
ces of Canada and Nova Scotia, reported a bill. 
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Mr. Dwight Foſter, from the Committee of Claims, made 
reports on the pet tions of Edward Thompſon and David 
Alſhouſe, which were twice read and concurred in by the 
Houſe. After which, Mr. Foſter moved that the report on 
the petitions of William Clark, Peter Lee, Cutlip Neſtler, and 
Jotin Stephenſon, made the other day, being upon the ſame 
principle with theſe, ſhonld be alſo concurred in; they were 
read and concurred in accordingly. | 

Mr. Sherborne preſented a petition from Samuel Morrill, 
praying for arrears of penſion ; 

Mr. Hartley alſo preſented a petition om Francis Macdo- 
nald, praying for relief on account of a loſt certificate. Both 
were referred to the Committee of Claims. 6 

A petition of Nathaniel Cuſhing was preſented, praying 
* permiſſion to locate warrants for a certain tract of land in the 
territory N. W. of the Ohio. | Referred to the committee 
appointed the 5th inſt. on the ſale of lands in that territory. 

Mr. S. Smith moved for the order of the day on the report 
for aſcertaining and fixing the Military Eſtabliſhment z but, 
on being informed that the unfiniſhed buſineſs of Friday had 
a priority, he withdrew his motion till that ſhould be a 
of, when 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the en 
Mr. Coit in the chair, on the bill for extending the laws of 
the United States into the State of Tenneſſee, which having 
gone through without further amendment, the committee 
roſe, and reported the bill. The Houſe took it up, and hav- 
ing agreed to the amendment, ordered the bill to be engroſ⸗ 
ed for a third reading to-morrow, 

Mr. Dearborn moved the order of the day on the report 
of a ſelect committee, relative to compenſations to be allowed 
to certain officers of the United States; but, after ſome con- 
verſation on the propriety of taking up this ſubject before the 
report of the committee on the ſubject to aſcertain and fix 
the Military Eſtabliſhment of the United States, the Houſe 
went into committee on the latter ſubject. * 

Mr. Muhlenberg i in the chair. 

The following report from the committee was read: 

Neſolved, That in their opinion, all ſuch parts of the 20 
which relate to the light dragoons, ought to be repealed.— 
That a Major Gaes, and his ſtaff, are not longer neceſſa- 
ry ; they therefore recommended a repeal of the third ſection 
of the ſaid act, together with all other parts thereof, which 
relate to the Major. General and his ſtaff; and they recom- 
mend the following reſolutions, viz. SE | 
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' Reſolved, That there ſhall be one Brigadier-General, who 
may chufe his Brigade Major and Inſpector, from the cap- 
tains and ſubalterns in the line; to each of whom there ſhall 
be allowed the monthly pay of dollars, in addition to 
his pa in the lines, and two rations extraordinary per day; 
and whenever forage ſhall not be furniſhed by the public. to 
ten dollars per month, in lieu thereof. That there ſhall be 
one Brigade Quarter-Maſter, one Erigade Paymaſter, and one 
judge Advocate, who ſhall be taken from the commiſſioned 
officers of the line, and each of whom ſhall be entitled to re- 
ceive two rations extra, per day, and dollars per month, 
in addition to his pay in the line—and whenever forage ſhall 
not be furniſhed by the public, there ſhall be allowed to the 
Brigade Quarter-maſter, dollars per month, and to 
the Brigade Paymaſter and Judge Advocate, each 

dollars per month, in lieu thereof. 

« Reſolved, That ſo much of the 23d ſection of the ſaid 
at, as may be conſtrued to effect the Brigadier General and 
his ſtaff, be, and is hereby repealed. 

1 Reſolved, That eight privates be added to each company of 
infantry. 

« Reſolved, That from and afterthe day of 
next, the pay of rhe Lieutenants ſhall be thirty dollars, and 
that of the Enſigns, twenty-five dollars per month. That to 
the Brigadier, while comn. ander in chief, there ſhall be allow- 
ed rations per day extraordinary; and each officer com- 
manding a ſeparate poſt, ſhall be entitled to receive twice the 
number of rations to which he otherwiſe would be entitled: 

© Reſolved, That the Majors be entitled to receive four 
nations per day, for their ſubſiſtence.” | 

Mr. Baldwin ſaid, that a queſtion ought to be taken firſt on 
the diſmiſſion of the dragoons in the tirſt part of the report. 

Mr. Dayton (the Speaker) ſaid that he wiſhed. the ſelect 
committee would inform the committee of the whole whether 
this part of their report was the reſult of a conviction that ca- 
ralry would be unneceflary for the defence ot the frontiers, 
or whether they meant to ſubſtitute two companies of militia 
horſe in the place of the regular corps propoſed to be diſmiſ- 
ſed. If the latter was the object, Mr. Dayton heſitated not to 
lay that it ought not to be adopted. It was well aſcertained 
that the militia cavalry were more expenſive than the regu- 
lars, that the former was far more harrafling to our citizens 
than the latter, and that on account of their attention being 
neceſſarily divided between their families and their military: 
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duty, Teſs real ſervice could be expected or required from them. 
If therefore any horſe were neceffary, he was perſuaded that 
thoſe now in ſervice ſhould be retained as affording more ef. 
fectual and more economical protection. The expences of 
enliſting the dragoons and of purchaſing the horſes had al. 
ready been incurred. But if the ſelect committee were ſati- 
fied that the employment of any horfem#n was unneceſſary, 
and à majority thould concur with them, then Mr. Dayton 
ſaid he thould rejoice at the ptoſpectof a ſaving of expence in 
this particular inſtance.” n 
Mr. S. Smith ſaid, he did not know that the queſtion re- 
lative to repealing ſo much of the act as related to dragoons, 
was under conſideration, or he ſhould have thought it neceſ 
ſary, without being called upon, to have gen the inform. 
tion enquired for; hut he thought the queſtion had been upon 
adding the word «.Reſolyed” to the firſt article of the report. 
The fele committee, in taking the ſudject of light dragoons 
into conſideration, was of opinion, that there was no inichedi- 
ate neceſſity for horſe on the north-weſtern frontier; for, u 
all the ſupplics would now be tranſported” by water, there 
would be no neceflity for light dragoons to conduct them. 
They alſo took into conſideration the ſoutherh * frontier, and 
were of opinion that no horſe were neceſſary there, and there- 
tore, that the two troops of horſe nilght'be diſpenſed with: 
This, he faid, was the ground of che report; but fince the 
report was made he had had ſome converfation with the ſe- 
cretary of war, who had politely ſhewn him the correſpon- 
dence which had taken place” betwixt him and the Gover- 
nor of Georgia, by which it appeared that it had been necel- 
ſary to keep up one or two v of militia horſe on that 
frontier : and he found that the ſecretary of war, diſcovering 
that two companies of horſe were not neceſſary on the north- 
weſtern frontier, had ſent one company, and intended fend- 
ing the other, to the frontiers of Georgia, believing that conti- 
nental troops would be more uſeful than militia, and alſo pre- le 
vent the harrafling too much the yeomanry of that country 
by that ſervice. On 
Ile thought it neceſſary thus far to ſtate the opinion of the 
ſecretary of war. The eſtimate of the expence of the two iſ © 
companies of militia, he found to be 26,505 doflars, whillt 
that of the regulars was only 22,212, making an equal num- 
ber of militia horſe more expenſive than the continental ca- F 
valry, by nearly 4,300 dollars. The fecretary of war ſeem | 
to think it was neceſſary either to keep up the military harſe, 
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or ſend cavalry to that frontier. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia would, perhaps, be able to ſay 2 would be the moſt 
pleaſing or neceſſary. 

Theſe two companies of horſe, it was thee, Mr. S. ſaid; coſt 
as much as a regiment of infantry ; and if the frontier was to 
be protected, it became a queſtion whether a regiment of in- 
fantry would not be more effectual, than two troops vf horſe. 

Mr. Dearborn ſaid, if it ſhould appear to the ſatisfaction of 
the committee that twe companies of horſe were neceſſary on 
the frontiers of Georgia, no member would heſitate about re- 
taining the two companies already in the eſtabliſhment; but 
he was not convinced that any horſe was neceſſary. He at» 
knowledged he was not very well acquainted with-that Ge 
tier, but he could ſee no good and ſubſtantial reaſon, why, in 
time of peace, garriſons would not anſwer the ſe there as 
well as on the north-weſtern frontier. If it were ſaid the garriſons 
were ſo far apart as not to be a ſufficient defence, he believed 
more infantry might be ſpared for that quarter, which would 
be vaſtly cheaper, and quite as uſeful as horſe. He ſuppoſed 
theſe troops were wanted to prevent the people of Georgia 
from going into the Indian territory, and the Indians from 
coming within the boundary of Georgia, and that horſe were 
conſidered more effectual for this purpoſe; but he could not 
ſee what effect a ſmall body of horſe could have, more than 
mfantry, If the white people, or Indians, could not be kept 
in obedience, without being watched from hour to hour, they 
might as well make a chain of defence from one end of the 
frontier to the other; but he ſaw no reaſon to induce him to 
xeep up ſuch a patrole on that frontier, any more than upon 
others. If any gentleman could ſhew the neceſlity of theſe 
troops in time of peace, he ſhould be for negativing the re- 
port 3 but, until that was ſhewn, he ſhould remain of the 
opinion that it would be of no uſe to retain the cavalry. 

Mr. Venable wiſhed to know whether the purchaſe of hor- 
ſes was ſta ed in the eſtimate; for he had remarked that 
—— had been almoſt continually an annual purchaſe of 

orſes. 

The Clerk read from the eſtimate that 9450 dollars were 
charged for the purchaſe of 62 horſes, from which a deduc- 
tion of 5 792 dollars was made for the value of the horſes at 
the end of the year. 

Mr. S. Smith ſaid the whole charges of two companies of 
dragoons was . dollars a youre” 

Vol. II. B b 


( 194 ) 

Mr. Baldwin faid it had been ſuggeſted the laſt ſeflicny 
when the ſubject was under diſcuſſion (and he was of the opi- 
nion) that the cavalry was unneceſſary; and it would be re- 
collected that the houſe firſt determined upon having only 
.one company, but afterwards they reſolved upon two. Eu 
the intercourſe which had taken 2 betwixt the Secret: 
of War and the Governor of Georgia, it appeared that 
were preferred to infantry for ing that frontier and as 
only fince-months had elapſed fince the law was paſſed, he 
did not think it neceſſary now to make any alteration in it; 
for if they went again into the buſineſs, they ſhould probably 
come to' the ſame thing again, In one part of the frontier, it 
appeared that cavalry was the beſt defence; in another in- 
fantry. He had therefore, reconciled his mind to the mea- 
ſure, and ſaw no reaſon for the propoſed repeal. 

Mr. Dayton roſe to make reply to the member from Maſſs- 
chuſetts. That gentleman had undertaken to inſtruct him 
in his duty, and ſeemed to have forgotten or neglected his 
own: Without advocating abſolutely the retention in ſervice 
of the two companies of cavalry, he had exerciſed a privilege 
which he enjoyed in common with other members, to aſk 
from the ſele& committee whoſe peculiar dnty it had been, 

and who had a better opportunity. to procure- it, ſome infor- 
mation as to the uſefulneſs of the cavalry, and ſome explana- 
tion as to the effect of adopting this part of their report. He 
was deſirous of having it underſtood before the vote was ta- 
ken whether the cavalry were to be diſbanded as too ex- 
penſive, unprofitable and unneceſſary, or whether they were 
to be diſcharged in order to make way for the employment 
of an equal or greater number of militia horſe. Which ever 
of thoſe two objects had been the favorite one of the commit- 
tee did not appear from the queſtion under conſideration, nor 
from any part of the report. Yet it was certainly important 
that there ſhould be a perfect underſtanding as to the ten- 
dency of the meaſure; before it was adopted. This inquiry 
* would not be deemed fruitleſs or improper by thoſe who re- 
collected the arguments which were urged and actually pre- 
vailed in a former ſeſſion in favor of a reduction of that corps 
from four to two troops. They were then told, and Mr. 
Dayton owned that he himfelf believed it, that by that re- 
Ro they _— ſave to the United States —— 

e of paying, ſu and equi two of 

Could i it be ſaid 2 — es with their 
expectations, and that they had realized the ſaving which 
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had been contemplated ? On the contrary he aſked if it was 
not true that two troops of militia horſe had been kept up to 


' ſupply the deficiency, at an expence to the public of about 


eight thoufand dollars more than would - bave been incurred 
if the reduction had not taken place. He had certain in- 
ſormation that two militia troops heen continued in the 
pay and ſervice of the United States ſrom that tiche to this, 
and that even a third had been called out and employed a 
part of the time. It had been proved to the convictiog of 
every member by an eſtimate founded on actual expenditures, 
that a troop of militia would exceed in expence that of re- 
gular eavalry about 4300 dollars per year- Another ſource 
of extraordinary expence ought alſo to be taken into the cal- 
culation. The militia generally are called into ſervice under 
circumſtances that rendered it inconvenient to abſent them- 
ſelves long from their families, and therefore the real claims 
and pretexts they could ſet up for furloughs, and the facility 


with which they could procure them from officers who were 


not in habits of ſevere diſcipline, made it neceſſary to have 
three companies upon the muſters, and of courſe in pay, in 
order to enſure the actual ſervice of two only. Theſe incon- 
veniencies had already been experienced to their coſt, and 
ought to operate as a leſſon of caution, in future. Congreſs had 
reduced on a former occaſion their ſquadron of horſe from four 
troops to two, yet two troops of militia had been kept up to 
ſupply their place at a greater expence. They had, it was true 
in conſequence of the reduction, reduced the appropriation 
for the military eſtabliſhment about 44,000 dollars, but it 
was equally true that the militia that were ſubſtituted, had 
ſwelled the expenditures under the general head of the de- 
fenſive prote®ion of the frontiers about 5 2,000 dollars. 

It was of little conſequence to the people of the United 
States under which head of expenditure the expences were 
incurred, whether that of « military eſtabliſhment,” or & de- 
fenfive protection of the frontiers” if no ſaving was produced 
by the tranſpoſition. That there had been no economy in 
the former inſtance of reduction, but on the contrary additi- 
onal expences was clear, and they ought now to conſider: 
the queſtion as deciding-whether any horſe of any deſcription 
were neceſſary, and if the reform and diſbandment of thoſe in 
ſervice ſhould be determined upon, they ought to carry the 
ſame determination into the appropriation bill and reduce the 
charges under the head of defenſive protection of the frontiers 
m the ſame proportion. If they afted otherwiſe, they would 
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be deceiving themſelves, or rather they would be deceiving 
their conſtituents by holding up to them an appearance of 
ſaving under onc head of expenditure, and as certainly though 
ſome what more dif; guiſedly ſquandering away the ſame or 
greater ſum and for the ſame purpoſe under another head, 
and that more general, antl leſs capable of being checked. 

Mr. Ne-holas did not think the information before them 


was complete. He thought it extraordinary that the gentle- 


man from Georgia ſhould have thought the cavalry. unne- 
ceſſary ſix months ago when it was ſaid they were wanted on 
the north-weſtern frontier, and now, when they were found 
to be unneceſſary there, that he ſhould think them neceſſary 
in another place. It was true that a regulation had been 
made at that time in the military eſtabliſhment, but it was 
not leſs true that they had been deceived. with reſpect to what 


was neceſſary. He wanted to know, not only whether ca- 


valry was leſs expenſive than militia horſe, but whether ei- 
ther were neceſſary, and what they were to do. He had,no 


information on the ſubject. They had been told that tu 


or three governors of Georgia had recommended cavalry. to 
be ſent there; but in the courſe of that time, they had been at 
war with the Creek Indians, and were now at peace. 


. 9 


It appeared to him as if they were never to reduce theit 
expences: whether we were at peace or war, nd alteration 
was made in our eſtabliſhments ;. for, if men were not want- 
ed in one ſituation; they were ſeat to another, though no 
real neceflity exiſted for: them. He, hoped they ſhould re- 
ceive further information on the ſubject, if. there was any 
need of retaining the cavalry propoſed to be diſpenſed with. 
Mr. Dearborn ſaid that he expected the gentleman {rom 
Mew-Jerſey,'(Mr.- Dayton) inſtead of ſhewing that .cavalry. 
would be cheaper than militia horſe, would have ſhewn,that- 
either one or the other was neceſſary; becauſe if any were 
neceſſary, he had allowed that regulars were preferable to mi- 
litiaz but inſtead of ſhewing that, he had told them that two. 
or three governors of Georgia had iaid that two or three come 
panies oF horſe were — 1 He had no doubt the go- 
vernor of Georgia might ſay they were neceſſary now; he 
could not ſay how diſintereſted he was. He had no doubt, 
but the people of the diſtrict of Maine, and in other ſituati- 
ons, would have no objection to have two companies of horſe 
kept up there at the public expence. How far this kind of 


evidence ought to have weight, the houſe would determine. 


- 


For his part, except theſe horſe could be ſhewn to be necefiary 
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from the ſituation of the country, independent of the opinion 
of any governor, he ſhould be for agreeing to the report be- 
fore them; for, if theſe troops were to be ſent there without 
neceſſity, in two or three years they ſhould be told they had 
no occaſion for them; but ſo long as they ſhould agree to 
pay theſe horſe; to do he did not know what, he did not ex- 
rect to hear of any objection from that quarter. Being at 
perfect peace on the north-weſtern frontier, a large number of 
infantry may be ſpared from that quarter for the defence of 
the Georgia frontier, if neceffary ; but except he heard ſtronger 
reaſons for the "meaſure than he had yet heard, he ſhould, 
oppoſe the retaining of horſe in our eſtabliſiment. 
Mr. Milledge ſaid, it was well known that they had an 
extenſive frontier of ' betwixt 2 and 300 miles, and that the 
governors of Georgia had always been of opinion that horſe 
vere the beſt defence for that — that they bordered 
on a numerous ſavage tribe of 10 or 12,000 men, from whom. 
they were always ſubject to inroads; and who, in a ſtate of 
peace, were always committing depredations upon them, ſo 
that it required troops to be conſtantly paſſing backwards and 
forwards to keep them in order. Dragoons, he ſaid, had 
been conſtantly employed for that purpoſe, and it had been 
allowed that the expence of militia horſe was greater than that 
of regulars ; he hoped, therefore, the law would remain as at 
preſent, and that horſe would be ſent to defend that fron- 
Mr. Williams obſerved, that when the bill paſſed laſt ſeſſi- 
on, it was ſaid that theſe horſe would be wanted to convey 
nformation from one garriſon to another on the north-weſt- 
em frontier. This neceſſity no longer exiſted, and of courſe, 
theſe" troops may be diſpenſed with: but it was ſaid, they 
vere wanted on the frontiers of Georgia, becauſe the frontier 
ras betwixt 2 and 300 miles in extent; but was this frontier 
nore expoſed to danger than the north-weſtern frontier ? 'He 
believed not. It was time, he faid, that they endeavored to 
reduce the expences of government, wherever they would 
2 of it, and he believed this object of expence might well 
During the laſt ſeffion, Mr. W. ſaid, that they had laid be- 
ore them the number of troops in ſervice, and he expected 
o have had a ſimilar account this ſeſſion, not only of the 
oops in actual pay, but where ſtationed; for, though he 
ud the higheſt opinion of the officers of their departments, 
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he wiſhed to form his own opinion on every ſubjoHt up iro! 
which he was called to vote; his 

When this ſubject ſhould have been fully — be 
ſhould with the committee to riſe, for the F An 
: ing further information on the buſineſs.” + 
Mr. S. Smith ſaid, the information which the 8 
laſt up wiſhed for, had not been unattended to — ſeled 
committee ; but the new — of the army from leg. 
ons to regiments, which had lately taken place, and the death 
of General Wayne had prevented regular information on tit 
ſubject from being obtained from the ſecretary of war. NA 
ther the number of men, nor their ſtation could be accuriteh 
aſcertained; nor was this eſſential, becauſe where the two 
are now, is not where they will ſhortly be. After roo 
ſary gartifons were furniſhed, he believed there would n 

out of the four regiments, fix or eight companies. 
I Tf the committee roſe, Mr. Smith believed no more te f 
Aton could be obtained on the ſubjoct. 
It was aſked whether cavalry was neceſſary for the e 
of the ſouthern frontier. The ſecretary of war had ſaid the 
were; and if the preſent cavalry were not retained; he ſij 
poſed militia horſe would be employed, the expence of uhaffbbe) 
it had been ſeen would be greater than that of regulars. ſhou 

Mr. Hartley ſaid, he was upon the ſelect committee, ui ure 
ey reluctantly agreed to this part of the report. Tue e ore 
pence of the horſe, it was true, was a very important confideWMpco! 
ration. Upon enquiry, it was found that dragoons were nip 

on the north-weſtern frontier 4 but that might nam 
be the caſe in the ſouthern. The people of Georgia, it ſern lid, 
ed, conſidered dragoons as the moſt proper defence, ab | 
thought they might be indulged with ſo ſmalk a number 
two ook of horſe, fince it would de leſs Expenſive . 
ploying the militia. | 

Mr. H. faid, from a evtiſſlermion of 'doing away the e er 
valry, it had deen recommended to add eight men to eff. 
company of infantry; but, from the preſent ſtate of thing 
be ſhould think it his duty to oppoſe the repeal of chat p 
of the act. 

Mr. Holland ſaid when this ſubject was forhucely deb 
then, 2 part of the Houſe wiſhed to have diſpenſed with t! 
dragons; but it was faid they would be neceſſary for ch 
veying information, &c. It now- appeared, woe the red 
were not neceſſary, and that the minority on that Scrat 
was right. But now, it was ſaid, they were neceflary for 1797 
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ok -oteftion of the fronticrs of Georgia. He ie no treaſon fas 
iss, nor did he think that country was in greater danger from 
L hy he Indians, than the frontiers in other parts of the Union. 
rai. Indeec ern 
M penneſs of the country. vl” 
[t was the opinion of the governor of Georgia, it ſeemed, 
horſe were neceſſury, and that cavalry would be 
ud better than militia horſe z but the neceflity did not ap- 


r It 22 
Mr. Rutherford ſaid this was . — Dra- 
ons were expenſive, and they had no bufineſs with them. 
— battle array in time of peace, was inconvenient. 
hen they were deſirous of decreaſing their expences, this 
san object of importance. With reſpect to the frontier, 
| ſaid, he looked to the frontier of every part of the union 
ith as much feeling as any man. He knew the: diſfieulties 
xperienced on all frontiers, he had long been —— 
ith them; but when he conſidered that two 
| goons were called for to protect a frontier: of 300 —_ 
bey were not competent to the buſineſs. If an emergency 
ſhould take place, and thoſe ſavages—thoſe uninformed crea- 

;—ſhould make war upon the frontier inhabitants, the 
povernor would, of courſe, call forth a certain number of the 
ople—the militia—according to the emergency, and this ap- 
peared to him a more rational defence than ſending of two 
ompanies of dragoons go watch their motions, — he 
ad, was outraged by t the idea. It would pleaſe. him tokeep 
up a large force, as we had many martial men of deſert; but 


enWcmployment, when they could engage their time better; as 

hen the ſituation of the country wanted them, they would 
e ready to come forward; but, in the nnn 
wuld do well to find ſome uſeful occupation. 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, whether they conſidered the increaſe of 
pence which had taken place in every branch of the milita- 
' eftabliſhment 35 or whether they compared our prefent 
tuation with the danger which threatened us when this eſta- 
iſmment was fixed; or the preſent ſituation of our finances, 
ey muſt approve of the report before them, as it related to 
than reduction of the military eſtabliſhment. It muſt be remem- 
aße bered, he faid, that this eſtabliſhment was fixed in March 
D, immediately after the defeat of General Sinclair. At 


&.; 


car, and until it did, that Houſe was not to be — 


t would be deceiving of them, to give them a momentary 
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| that time, the dragoons were added, and; three addition 
troops of infantry ; and, in order to ſnew that the addition 
. was made only for the emergency, there wus a provifion in 
the act to this effect, . provided that the ſame three 
ſhall be diſbanded as ſoon as peace ſhalltake place with the In- 

dianwibes”,; wt 7 bs e 2249+ ee e e 
L aſt year, he ſaid, it was thought that circumſtances being 

changed, peace being eſtabliſhed, it was neceſſary aui pro- 
per to reduce the infantry and aboliſh the cavalry but ĩt u 
ſaid they were wanted to take poſſeſſion of the poſts fee. 

And now all thoſe purpoſes were completed, the-eavalry 
were warlted for the frontiers of Georgia; and if thut fron- 
tier were completely ſecured, he ſuppoſed ſome-other reaſon 
would be ſound for retaining theſe troops in ſervice. 

* If they were to indulge every ſtate, Ir. G. ſaid, which 
choſe to make a requiſition. for. troops, without enquiry, 
there might be no end of the expence. They might be cal. 
ed upon by Tenneſſee, Kentucky, and the north-weſtern 
frontier, for regular troops, or for the ſupport of militia, to an 
extent not to be calculatſe rn. 

Mr. G. thought it was their duty to reduce the army to 
the footing upon which it ſtood in 1792. He thought nothing 
had taken place to make it neceſſary to extend the eſtabliſh- 
ment beyond that time, the poſſeſſion of new poſts, and our 
treaty with Spain having alſo given us ſecurity with reſpedt to 
the Creeks. As to the protection of the frontiers, no, pexſon 
defired more than him, to afford them protection; but he had 
no idea that they ſhould ſpend for that purpoſe whatever they 
vere valled upon for. v4 17rd 

The frontiers, of the United States, he ſaid, had aly 

been expoſed to depredations from the Indians; but he con- 
ſidered thoſe depredations as ariſing from the peculiar ſitus- 
tion of the frontier inhabitants; and it was only hen thee 
was danger of an open war, that it was neceſſary for go 

ment to interfere: till then, the exertions of the-inhabit 

themſelves was ſufficient. . If they recurred to the year 1992, 
it would be found that the protection of the frontiers oli 
94z000 dollars; in 1791, 52,000 dollars, when the danger 
. was the greateſt. He, therefore, thought there was nothing 
more neceſſary than the will of the, United States to reduce 
preſent eſtabliſhment; but if the legiſlature did nat make 
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the proper reductions, by agreeing to the preſent report, 
the expence would bi incurred. He hoped the report would 
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be agreed to, and that they ſhould go ſtill farther in lowering 
the eſtabliſnment. e e 
Mr. 8. Smith ſaid the ſelect committee were directed to re- 
what alterations were neceſſary in the act, not to enquire 
with reſpect to regulations in the military department; not to 
report what was cheapeſt; from the report this concluſion 
would be drawn, that no cavalry was neceſſary, as that part 
of the act was recommended to be repealed. He imagined 
the gentleman from New Jerſey would have drawn that con- 
cluſion, and have ſpared his cenſure of the committee. 
The queſtion was put and carried, there being 64 in fa- 
vour of it. ; _— 1 $T © . * 
Mr. Williams ſaid we were either in a ſtate of peace or 
of war, if we were in a ſtate of peace, he did not ſee any 
reaſon why the eſtabliſhment ſhould be larger than in 1792. 
He therefore moved to add, after the word « repealed,” « and 
that the four regiments of infantry be reduced to two.” If at any 
time we ſhould be diſturbed on our frontiers, he confidered 
that there was virtue enough in the yeomanry of the country, 
to take care of the frontiers. Where our troops were, he 
ſaid, he could not tell. It was ſuppoſed we had 3,000 men; 
but they had no return to know what number they had. 
To keep up four regiments, when only two were neceſfary, 
was an expence thrown away. He ſhould have wiſhed to 
have ſeen an eftimate z but, as none had been made, he wiſh- 


ed the four regiments to be reduced to two. | 
Mr: S. Smith hoped the motion would not prevail. He 
bad not before him the number of troops, or a calculation of 


what were neceffary ; but it appeared to him, that the number 


of troops was not greater than would be neceſſary for the dif- 
ferent poſts: © It would be recolleted that there was à cbnſi- 
derable ſcope of country from Tenfieſſee to the Miflifippi, not 


before in the poſſeſſion of the United States. At this mo- 


ment, he believed, it would be unſafe to leffen the number of 
troops. Indeed, he was ſurprized to hear the motion, as it 
was the firſt time he had heard ſuch a thing intimated, as a 
reduction of tlie infantry, and was unprepared to meet the at- 
enn \ Leap ” 
Mr. Williams ſaid, if the gentleman was not prepared, he 

would move that the committee riſe. If there was occaſion, 
te faid, he'ſhould always be willing to keep up a ſufficier t 
number of troops; but if the preſent number was unneceſ- 
lary, he wiſhed to reduce them, as he was unwilling to do ar y 
thing which would lead one part of ſociety to live upon the in 
uſtry of another. 
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Mr. Murray ſaid he was but little acquainted with military 
affairs; but it appeared to him natural and proper that a com- 
munication ſhould have been had from the proper department, 
before a motion like the preſent had been made. It was true, 
they had the power of raiſing armies; but the Preſident of 
the-United States had the Rredtion of them when raiſed; 
and he thought it was very natural for them to have ſome re- 
ference to the executive, or war department, and to have re- 
reived ſuch an official ſtatement from thence, as would have 
ſaved much enquiry and loole information. 

There was another point of view in which the gentlemaji 
from New-York (Mr. Williams) had placed the ſubject. He 

ad ſaid, we were either in a ſtate of war or of peace. In 
making this aſſertion, the gentleman ſeemed to have an eye to 
European countries. There the language might be properly 
uſed; but, ſaid he, we live in a country in which we cannot 
ſay, it is either wat or peace. There was a ſort of interme- 
late ſtate; and until that unhappy race of men, who live in 
an uncivilized ſtate in our country, be extinguiſhed, that will 
always be the caſe: a ſtate which requires. vigilance, even an 
armed vigilance, to guard againſt depredations. The fron- 
tiers he Pd, muſt haye ſtations adapted to their ſituations: 
He regretted, therefore, that the two troops of horſe, were 
ordered to be ſtruck out. It was ſtrange, he ſaid, that at a 
moment that our number of forts was increaſed, the military 
eſtabliſhment ſhould be reduced.  ,, . 
If the motives of gentlemen were to be judged of, thoſe 
who came from parts of the Union where there was no dan- 
ger from Indians, were oppoſing meaſures intended to ſecure 
their fellow citizens who were expoſed. to danger. In the At- 
lantic ſtates, he ſaid, we had no cauſe for alarm; but it was 
from the principle of wiſhing to defend every part of. the 
Union; that he ſhould rather vote for an increaſe, than a de- 


creaſe of the military eſtabliſhment: __ | 


He hoped gentlemen would turn their attentionto that ſtate 
which was neither a ſtate of peace nor of war; for ſuch muſt 
be the ſituation ot trontier inhabitants, ſince the Indian tribes 
are not capable of preſerving a laſting peace. He hoped: the 
gentleman would retract his motion. 
Mr. Williams ſaid, if the gentleman juſt ſat down, had 
known from whence he came, and was at all acquainted with 
the geography of the country, he muſt. have known. that be 
lived in the very neighbourhood of the Indians. The State 
of New-York concluded a peace with theſe Indians only ka 


1 


fall which had coſt them a great deal of mgney. His houſe, 
he ſaid, was within 30 miles of the place where the treaty 
with the Indians was made, and no poſt was kept up between 
them, ſo that they were always open to incurſions from them; 
but they truſted in the virtue of their militia, the bulwark of 
the nation. It was neceffary to keep the poſts occupied with 
2 „but, in time of peace, there Was no neceſſity for any 
thing further. | 
With reſpect to any calculation of the arent or che ſe⸗ 
cretary of war, however highly he though t of them, he ſhould 
with to depend on his on opinion. Thie ſafety of the nation, 
he ſaid, was committed to him in part, as well as to them; and 
he was accountable to his conſtituents, for every farthing of 
public money which he conſented ſhould be ſpent. | 
The gentleman's obſervation, that we were neither in a ſtate 
of peace or war, was true, but it was alſo true, that whenever 
any nation was diſpoſed to break peace with us, we are ready 
to meet them with the yeomanry of the nation. It was our 
duty, he ſaid, in time of peace, to retrench our expences as 
much as poſſible, ſo that we may be the better prepared if an 
emergency ſhould at any time ariſe. 


The chairman informed the Houſe the queſtion was tor the 


committee to riſe, 
Mr. S. Smith aſked for what purpoſe the committeeſhould 


riſe ? No more information could be got than they had at pre- 


ſent. He was inclined to hope, that when the gentleman 


from New York conſidered the ſubject, he would vote againſt 


his own motion. This, he ſaid, was not unfrequently the caſe. 


'Long ſpeeches, were often made in favour of a meaſure 


member who afterwards voted againſt the doctrine which he 
advocated. The gentleman talked of the yeomanry of the 
country; but he Shieved the troops weuld be wanted for the 
poſts, which were to be taken poſſeſſion of, and they muſt 
take poſſeſſion of them for the ſecurity of the country; and 
would the gentlemars two regiments, the nominal number of 
which was 1009 men, but which was ſeldom more than 850, 
be ſufficient for all the poſts? He believed not. Let us, ſaid he, 
proceed with the buſineſs ; let us determine what the military 
Nay ſhment ſhall be, and not poſtpone the bulineſs from day 
to day. 

Mr. Hartley wiſhed the gentleman 40 0 Maſfachuſetts 
(Mr. Dearborn) who was poſſeſſed of iuformation on the ſub- 


je, would ſtate it to the committee.” Upon the beſt infor- 


mation he could yet, he was certain the preſent eſtabliſhment 
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would not be too large. How the gentleman from New. 
York came to make the preſent motion, without farther in- 
formation, he was at a loſs to know. They had heretofore 
charged another houſe with facrificing the intereſts of the 
country; but he thought they ſhould not fail to do fo, if they 
did not vote a ſufficient number of troops to occupy the poſts 
we had lately got poſſeſſion of. Inſtead of four regiments be- 
ing too much, the ſelect committee had recommended eight 
men to be added to each company. He hoped, the motion, 
would therefore be diſagreed to. | I” 

Mr. Varnum did not think it neceſſary for the committee 
to riſe ; but it appeared neceſſary that they ſhould be in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the calculations of the ſelect committee, of the num- 
ber of garriſons, and of the men neceſſary for each. Except 
they had ſome information of this kind, they could not form 
a juſe opinion on the ſubject. It muſt be the deſire, he ſaid, 
of every gentleman, that the military eſtabliſhment ſhould be 


reduced as low as poſſible ; but without the information he 


had mentioned, it would not be poſſible to have a correct idea 
on the buſineſs. F vu! 

Mr. Read obſerved, that gentlemen ſaid we were at peace 

awith the Indian tribes. Be it ſo, ſaid he; and let the moſt. ef- 


fectual meaſures be taken to preſerve that peace. The In- 


dians, he ſaid, had a very favourable opinion of continental 
troops; they conſidered them as their ſafeguard. Perhaps 
they were a little jealous of the militia. It was a meaſure of 
policy to keep up the continental troops. 'They might prevent 
the Indians Bom injuring the frontier inbabitants, or they 
them. - He did not think it would be prudent to reduce 
the military eſtabliſhment. If | ** 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, he ſaw by the report of the committee, 
that they propoſed to add eight men to a company ; the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from New York brought the diſcuſſion 
fairly before them, and they could determine, whether eight 
men ſhould be added to cach company, or whether the four 
r:giments ſhould een oo 7. 
The ſele& committee, he ſaid, had brought forward no eſ- 
timates. The chairman of that committee (Mr. S. Smith) had 
{aid that it was not poſſible to obtain information of the num- 
ber of men in pay, or where they were at this time; but, if 
this information could not be obtained, he was ſure that it 
was poſſible that the number of poſts might be told, and the 
hs of troops required for each. When they had ſuch in- 


formation befcre them, they would be able, he ſaid, to deter- | 
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nine whether the military eſtabliſhment ought to be redu 


or increaſed. | 1 | YT ET 
In order to obtain this information, he wiſhed the commit- 
tee to riſe 3 but if the ſelect committee thought none could be 
obtained; that the ſecretary of war cannot, or will not, for 
ſome reaſon not to be communicated, give any particulars on 
the ſubject, if he had no further information, he ſhould vote 
for the motion of the gentleman from New York. And if the 
gentleman of the committee have no more, and can get no 
more information, it would be beſt to go on to a concluſion of 
the buſineſs. E * : | C 
The motion for the committee to riſe was put and negativ- 
jd, 55 to 29. ts | 4s 4 
Mr, Dearborn faid it was not in the power, he believed, of 
the Secretary of War, to give juſt information as to the num- 
ber of poſts to be garriſoned, or thenumber of men to, be pla- 
ted in each. It appeared that a very general diſcretion had 
been given to the commander in chief. He had made ſuch 
rrangements as he thought proper; but, having died on his 
way, there had not been the information tranſmitted to the 
War-Office, which otherwiſe would have been there. * 
The ſelect committee, for their own ſatisfaction, with ſuch 
iſſiſtance as they could get, had made a calculation of the num- 
der of poſts, and the men which would be requiſite for each. 
The poſts in their contemplation were, Oſwego, Niagara, 
preſqu'iſle, Detroit, Miami, Michaelimackinac, a poſt near 
Lake Erie, a poſt not far from the mouth of the Illinois, at the 
Natchez a poſt a little below the river Ohio, frontier of Ten- 
neſſe, frontier of Georgia, Fort Waſhington on the river 
Ohio, a ſmall poſt near Fort Pitt, at Pittſburgh, and the for- 
ifications and harbours of the ſea coaſt. _ 3 
The eſtimate of the garriſons neceſſary for theſe poſts was 
mere matter of opinion, and every gentleman could form his 
own. It was his opinion that the number requiſite for all 
thoſe places, would be about the number of the preſent eſta- 
diſhment, the cavalry excepted. —At the Natchez, he beliey- 
ed, there would be occaſion for a very conſiderable garriſon, 
5 there were a number of citizens there, lately ſubjects of 
Spain, who could, at a ſhort notice, raiſe a militia of 800 
men, | a eas 
Mr. D. faid, although he had been in favour of a ſmall 
number of men, and for a ſmall number of garriſons, yet he 
vas inclined to believe, that the number of troops remaining 
after the cavalry was deducted, would not be greater than 
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our preſent circumſtances required. He was of opinion, Wu: 
however, that if the eſtabliſhed corps be kept full, and the! 
poſts eſtabliſhed, and more opportunity was had of knowtky N ri 
what was nec perhaps there might be a paſſibility of de; 
reducing the number with propriety; but he could not ſay a ent 
preſent, there would be too great 3 number, and ſhould, I iv 
therefore, be againſt reducing them. nc 
It would be important for gentlemen to agree what numberW der 
of men was neceſſary for each garriſon, and conſequently ed, 
what number for the military eſtabliſhment at large. He ni 
ſuppoſed, from the calculation of laſt year, the preſent num - 
ber was conſiderably under 3000. On the firſt of July Jaſ,M :if 
there were a few over 3000, but after the terms of men whoſe mi 
terms expired 3 few months afterwards, and from deſertion;,M he 
and other circumſtances, they did not, he ſuppoſed, exceed Mi 
2000; but ſince the new organization took place, a number 
of men and officers had not joined their corps; and until that 
took place no accurate accounts could be had. The ſavin 
of the expence of two regiments, be acknowledged, ul 
be a confiderable object, if it could be done with propriety 
but he did not think it would be proper, at this time to re 
duce them. E N e RY 5 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, from what had fallen from the gentler 
from Maſſachuſetts there could be no doubt but the preſent 
number of troops would be uſeful, and that. it would be incon 
veniefit to reduce tnem; but, upon the fame ground, the num 
ber of troops might even be increaſed beyond the preſent eſti vo 
bliſhment, when it was conſidered the number of poſts which ne 
had come into our hands, and conſequently the number if red 
men required for them. Nor would he wiſh to reduce themi ſtri 
litary eſtabliſhment j but for other reaſons. He did not think 
in the preſent ſituation of our foreign affairs, it would be 1M mc 
all prudent to reduce the artillery. © _ x 
ere was another conſideration, however, that would in the 
duce him to vate for the preſent motion, or ſomething like i: ſen 
it was the reluctance which was ſhewn in that houſe to rail 


the neceſſary revenue for the expences of government. Not Pe; 
withſtanding our ſituation had been fully ſtated, it was will kee 
immenſe difficulty any meaſure could be got through th red 
houſe which was intended to raiſe revenue; they had even WM vic 


right to conclude, that the meaſure which was lately carrie me 
through the houfe for direct taxes, would not be agreed 190 bee 
when the detail of tlie hill ſhould be brought in. He though che 
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therefore, they ſhould confine themſelves not to what was 
uſeful, but to what was abſolutely neceſſary; | 
No reſolution had hitherto been brought forward to dimi- 
niſh the expence of any department. He would aſk in what 
department the expence could be diminiſhed.? The public 
engagements muſt be kept. The civil liſt might, perhaps, 
vive a ſaving of 20,000 dollars. They were called upon to 
ncreaſe, inſtead of diminiſhing theexpences. There were ocher 
demands this year. There wers only two objects, he believ- 
ed, in which retrenchments could be made, which were the 
military and naval eſtabliſhments. * 3 
Mr. G. ſaid, he had no doubt that 2000 men would gar- 
riſon our poſts, &c. better than 100053 but he thought 1060 
might ſerve in our preſent circumſtances. Amongh pert 
he did not think it was neceffary to have a poſt at Illinois or 
Michaelimackinac, or to have a large one at the Natchez, 
As to the number of men neceſſary at the different poſts, was, 
35 it had been ſtated, mere matter of opinion. They knew 
of no force required againſt the Indians, and a ſmall body was 
therefore only neceſſary to be kept in garriſon. With reſpect 
to other nations; he did not believe the Britiſh bad any force 
on the frontiers. He therefore thought there was no occa- 
fon for a greater number than in 1792, which was 2, 280 
men, the number now was 3,160, which made a difference 
of gro, the number now moved to be ſtruck out. However 
he did believe, that if they were to make the reduction it 
vould be beſt done by degrees, and perhaps the beſt way 
would be, not to make farther enliſtments when the time of 
men expired; but, if there was any, doubt on the propriety of 
reducing the number of men, there could be no impolicy in 
ſtriking out a number of officers. 1 | 
From theſe conſiderations, he ſaid, he believed it would be 
moſt prudent to make the propoſed reduCtion; though, had it 
not been for the deprefled ſtate of our revenues, he thould ra- 
ther have been for increaſing, than for diminifhing the pre- 
ſent eftabliſhment. . 413 3 5 
Mr. Dayton was much ſurpriſed that the gentleman from 
Pennſylvania, after acknowledging that it would be uſeful to 
keep up the preſent eſtabliſhment, and after admitting that a 
reduction of tro regiments would be inconvenient to the ſer- 
ice, ſhould avow his ſupport of the motion. That aſtoniſh- 
ment was not leſſened upon bearing the reaſons that ha! 
been aſſigned for it, viz. a manifeſt reluctance on the part of 
the houſe to increaſe the revenues. If that member had re- 
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preſented accurately the diſpoſition of the houſe as to reve. 
nue, he would have ſaid, not that there was a reluctance to 
increaſe it, but more truly that there was a reluctance to in. 
creaſe it in the made propoſed and advocated by that gentle. 
man, a tax on landr. Mr. Dayton ſaid that he himſelf for 
one, had admitted the neceſſity of a further augmentation, 
but in common with many other members, he had expreſſed 
his unwillingneſs to reſort to direct taxation, until the leſs er- 
ceptionable means of raifing money by indirect taxes had been 
tried and exhauſted. As to the motion which went to reduc: 
the infantry from 2000 to 1000 men, he could not believe 
there was any probability of its ſucceeding,;/ as both the pub- 
lic ſervice and general economy —_— it. The member 
from Mafſachuſetts had enumerated many poſts, and ſome 
very conſiderable, where it would be requiſite to ſupport gar- 
riſons, and others might be added to the liſt. The frontier 
of Georgia, Oſwego, Fort Schuyler, Weſt-Point, the fortificz- 
tions along the ſea-coaſt, and the different arſenals and mags 
zines of arms, ammunition, &c. would equally require garri- 
{ons of ſoldiers. 8 1 F 
Their preſent number of two thouſand infantry and nine 
hundred artilleriſts and engineers would not be found mort 
than ſufficient for the ſervice, eſpecially when it was conſider- 
ed, that the caſualties of deſertion and ſickneis which prevail 
ed to a certain extent in every army, muſt alſo be guarded 
againſt, by encreaſing the eftabliſhment beyond the numbers 
which upon ſtrict calculation might be adjudged to be necel- 
ſary. Fſcbrts alſo were indiſpenſible in all caſes of tranſpor- 
tation from one part of their wilderneſs to another, and more 
eſpecially when owing to want of water communication, or 
an unexpected lowneſs of the ſtreams, or to the obſtruction 
from ice, they were compelled to tranſport their ſupplies by 
land. The reaſoning which he adduced when the reduction 
of the cavalry was in queſtion, would here apply with greater 
ſtrength, becauſe the neceſſity of keeping up ſome regiments 
of infantry was admitted by all. To diſcharge the re 
troops, and to be obliged, as heretofore, to ſupply their place 
with militia, would be found to be profuſion rather than eco 
. : ERIK 
p Me. S. Smith ſaid, the gentleman from Pennſylvania (Mr. 
Gallatin) had uſed the only ſolid argument for reducing the 
military eſtabliſhment, viz. the unwillingneſs of that Houſe to 
provide revenue. It was a gant. But, he faid, it 
was neceſſary for them to provide for all the wants of the 
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wants of the country; it was neceſſary to afford protec kioi tien 
to our frontier, . had — that protection 
he truſted that houſe would not be ſo loſt to its duty, as td 
fail in providing revenues} 2 eng ht 8 rd, 

From the civil liſt, the gentleman from Pennſylvania had 
obſerved,, there could be little reduction. No ſaving but 
from military eſtabliſhments; but he ſaid, this might be 
made without any reduction. The major and his ſtaff, 
which were propoſed to be ſtruck out, would be a ſaving of 
upwards of 11,600 dollars, the light dragoons were g; i or 
$2,050 dollars; the rations calculated at 20 cents, might 
now be obtained at 17, which would leſſen the charge 42, 
000 dollars; the quarter maſter's department was now 250, 
000, but now it might be reduced to too, ooo dollars, but, 
if eſtimated at 1 50, ooo, there would be a ſaving of 100, ooo; 
the carting at 50, ooo, would not now be one half; the naa 
ral department for the preſent year, was calculated upon 
twelve months, when it was ſcarcely poſſible from the ſtate 
of the frigates, that they would be fit for more than four 
months ſervices Ne Si 

The whole of theſe items, made a ſum of 403, ood, dol- 
ars. To which he believed; might be added a faving in 
the civil liſt of 62,000 dollars: The mint eſtabliſhment, he 
did not think neceflary, though it might flatter our vanity, 
and 25,000 dollars might be ſaved from that ſource. The 
lavings he had mentioned in the military eſtabliſhment might 
be much more; becauſe any loſs on account of the contract; 
vould fall upon tht contrations, and not on government; 
but he truſted, they ſhould not make deductions in the eſta- 
iſhment which might put the government itſelf in jeopars 
dy. With reſpect to the ſuggeſtion of ſtriking out officers, 
he would rather have ſkeletons of regiments, which might 
be at any time filled up, for, he believed more men were 
loſt for want of proper officers, than by the ſword, . 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid, that the opinion of the | gentleman 
from Peanſylvania (Mr. Gallatin) that though a greater num- 
ber of men might be. neceſſary, yet it was neceſſary they 
mould be leſſened on account of the unwillingneſs of that 
kouſe to provide revenue, had not been invalidated by what 
tad fallen from the gentleman from New-Jerſey (Mr. Day- 
ton) for, — that gentleman had ftrongly oppoſed di- 
tect taxes, he had offered no ſubſtitute" for them. Indeed 
don: had been offered except that propoſed: by the gentle- 
* ſrom South Carolina 1 7 Harper) and he ſeemed to 
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__y grown luke-warm in its ſupport. And was it to be 
— he ſaid, that when permiſſion to bring in a bill on 
de dabſect had only been obtained by a majority of ten 
votes; when the paſſage of the plan for a direct tax had 
been ſs difficult in that ſtage of it, was it not to be ſuppoſed 
that there was great hazard of its paſſing? and if ſo, wt 
it not ineumbent upon the Houſe, leaſt additional revenue 
ſhould not be provided, to make every ſaving in their power? 
he believed it was. He did not wiſh to put government in 
jeopardy: but he thought they were called upon to ſave ever 
ſhilling in their power. He hoped they ſhould go- further 
with reſpect to the navy, than had been propoſed by the 
gentlemen from Maryland; he had contemplated four months 
ſervice of the frigates, but he d — ſhould have none 
at all, fince it would be found more money was now 
wanted to complete the frigates, than was propoſed at firſt, 
as neceſſary for the building of them: he hoped, ane 
they world not at preſent be proceeded wit. 

Mr. Craik ſaid he had not intended to have ſpoken on 
the preſent occaſion; but when he heard arguments againſt 
fiting a military eftabliſhment. ne neceſfary for our ſecurity, 
founded on a ſuppoſed unwillingneſs in the houſe: to 
revenue, he could not be filent. He believed the opinion 
entertained. of that houfe with reſpect to revenue, could not 
be extended to the people. He was confident they were 
willing to afford a ſufficient revenue for every neceſſary pur- 

ſe of government; and he truſted that houfe would alſo 

found to be fo too. Indeed, he did not think there was 
und for — diſgraceful opinion which the gentleman 
Pennſ in (Mr. Gallatin) had formed, er reſpe 

to the relu — the houſe to grant revenue. 

They had difcuſſed the means of raifing revenue, and 
ſeemed only to differ in opinion about the mode of doing it. 
The people who ſent, them there, he ſaid, were able and 
willing to pay whatever ſnould be found to be neceffary and 
he hoped the want of revenue, would not be urged as à rea- 
fon rs not doing what: they were convinced it was nere 
ry to 1718 

If this principle was: adopted; he "TY it might: be 62 
tended to every meaſure brought forward this ſeſſion. He 
hoped, therefore, it would not be countenanced. If che 
military eſtabliſiment was neceſſary, our intereſt required it 
ſhould be made ſufficient, and it would be an injury to the 
Union, not to __ it ſo. He truſted they IR 
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and he was not afraid that the mo would not be found. ; 
He did not believe this country to be in a ſtate of bank- 
ruptey; but that it was equal and willing to pay every neceſ- 
ſary expence of its government. | X 
vr: Dayton ſaid, that if there was a ſiugle trait of can- 
dor in the remarks made by the gentleman; from Virginia 
and applied to him, then he was ignorant of the real 
meaning of the word, and he knew not what 
and what conduct metited à different. appellation. It was 
more than uncandid, it as cruel to upbraid him with not 
having done what he had — conſiſtently with 
the rules of the houſe, to have done. Every member, Mr. 
Dayton faid,, who had held a ſeat there only for a few 
hours, muſt know that being in the chair he had it not in 
his power to offer any propoſitions to the houſe: to be re- 
ferred to the committee: of the vubole on the fubjet?.of further 
revenues, as had been their regular courſe of proceeding. 
In committee of the whole, where alone he could make any 
motion, it would be recollected that no opening had been 
afforded him; for the firſt reſolution reported by the com- 
mittee of ways and means in favour of land tax was un- 
der diſcuſhon, and it would have been à violation of «heir 
rules of order to have offered any other as a ſubſtitute. 
It would be remembered alſo that che moment that pro- 
poſition was decided, the committee of the whole roſe and 
reported, thus poſtponing to a future day the confideration 
of any other reſources. It was alſo-pothble, Mr. Dayton 
ſaid, that if there had been an opportunity to preſent any 
ſyſtem of his own, it might have been uſeleſs and unne- 
ceſſary until that offered by the gentleman from South: Ca- 
rolina had been diſcuſſed and decided. Why, he afked 
ſhould he be charged with filence or forbearance in fuch 
pointed terms by the gentleman from Virginia, when it was 
well known to every member, that they were enjoined up- 
on him by the duties of his ſtation; and the rules of 
decorum. | 1 . 5 t 
Mr. Rutherford ſajd he paid reſpect to the opinions 
of every gentleman in that houſe; but he myſt think for 
himſelf on the preſent occaſion. Was this people, he aſk- 
ed, to be ſupported: by a few regular troops? No: whilft 
the yeomanry, and the people in general, delighted in the 
government, they would always be ready to riſe as one man 


in ſupport of it. Let the people have peace and acquire 


property, ſaid he, and they will defend themſelves. The 


1 


late inſurrection beyond the mountains had proved this ; and 
this would continue to be the caſe whilſt they were well go, 
—_— What need was there then to W pe regula 
troo 

pk time when they were about to tax the people, it 
was neceſſary to reduce this article of expenſe. _ 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid, if he had been convinced the gentle. 
man from New Jerſey (Mr. Dayton) had not had an oppor. 
tunity of bringing forward any. propoſition as a ſubſtitute 
for the direct tax, which he had oppoſed, he certainly 
ſhould not have charged him with having failed to do it. 
But he thought it was poſſible for him to have done it; if 
he was miſtaken in point of form, he muſt ſtand corrected. 
He did not mean any wag uncandid with reſpect to that 
gentleman. - 

Mr. Swanwick did not conceive that the e vs re- 
venue had any thing to do in the __ buſineſs. The 
queſtion was, whether they ſhould have four or two regi- 
ments of infantry. ' Not being a — man, he did not 
_ himſelf very competent to decide on the preſent queſ- 

Whatever diſpoſition, however, might have been 
— on a former occaſion, of an unwillingneſs to raiſe 
revenue, he truſted they ſhould grant liberally and chearfully 
what was neceſſary for the defence of our. frontiers ; and 
when they came to be upon the ſubje&t of raiſing revenue, 
he truſted they ſhould be impelled by the ſame neceſſity 
the neceſſity of doing what they were convinced were right 
to grant what appeared to be neceſſary. He thought there 
was no way of raiſing this revenue but by direct taxes, 
other gentlemen thought differently; but raiſed, additional 
revenue mult be ; for, if _ made theſe grants, and there 
was not money in the treaſury to pay expenſe, they 
could only be carried into effect ſo far as the funds would go, 
and — would therefore take this conſequence upon 
themſelves When reyenue came under conſideration. The 
queſtion now was, whether they ſhould have four regiments 
or two; he thought the latter number was too ſmall. He 
had heard of the power of the militia; but he did not know 
whether it was prudent to make frequent calls upon the mi- 
litia, and by that means put the country to unneceſſary ex- 
penſe. If it were not, it was proper there ſhould be a per- 
manent force to prevent the neceſſity of ſuch calls. 

Whenever the ſubject of taxation came up, Mr. Swan- 

prick ſaid, be truſted they ſhould determine upon ſome. per- 
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ud manent ſource of revenue; for if gentlemen adopted ſuch 
as were not ſo, they would have to be reſponſible for the 
lar conſequences. Re 2. 1 00 
5 Mr. Gallatin ſaid, his colleague (Mr. Swanwick) had, in 
it I one reſpect, put the queſtion on its true ground, though in 
another point he was miſtaken, viz. where he faid, that if 

le. the houſe voted for a certain number of men, and their 
r- funds ſhould fall ſhort, the money could be applied no far- 
ite ther than it would * and their object would be defeated. 
ily On the contrary, Mr. Gallatin ſaid, if they voted a greater 
it. number of men than the revenue was found equal to pay, 
if che ſame thing would be done which had been done 
. WW fore, anticipations would be obtained. But the queſtion 
ut vas upon its true ground when he ſaid, that if they voted 
number of men, they ſtood pledged to increaſe the revenue 
e- in order to meet the expenſe. He did not think the. gentle- 
he man from New Jerſey was correct in his remarks upon what 
i- he had ſaid. Mr. Gallatin ſaid, when he was up before he 
ot had obſerved, that there was a reluctance to raiſe additional 
of. WM revenue, there having been a bare majority in favour of direct 
en taxes, and he believed there was as great a reluctance with 
iſe Ml reſpect to indirect taxes. They differed ſo much about the 
ly mode of raifing revenue, that it would be difficult to raiſe 
nd WW revenue at all. The plan which that gentleman choſe to 
call his plan, was founded upon a report of the ſceretary of 
the treaſury, which had been made in purſuance of an order 
of that houſe, on the ſubject of direct taxation. It was 
true he was in favour of the plan, but it was not his. 

Finally, if they voted for continuing the preſent military 
force, they pledged themſelves to furnith additional revenue, 
and except they agreed to aſſiſt them in carrying into effect 
the plan which had been adopted, ke believed no other 
would prove effectual. 1 

Mr. Williams ſaid, when he made the preſent motion, 
there was no information before the houſe. - He wiſhed, 
therefore, to have reduced the eſtabliſhment to what it was 
in the year 1792, except. he could hear ſome reaſon for 
making it greater. Previous to his motion, the gentleman 
i- W from Maſſachuſetts had not informed them what poſts the 


committee had in contemplation to garriſon. He confeſſed, 
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he account he had fince given ſeemed to ſhew that more 
than one regiment was 1 but notwithſtanding the 
- WW obſervations of that gentleman, he was of opinion that the 


5 
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jour regiments might be redyceg to two, and the ſame num- 


1 


ber of men nom employed might be put into thoſe regiments, i / 
by 1 — — and the cn 
expenſe leſſened. He aſked if the poſts to be kept up re. ta. 
qu uirod all the officers in the: preſent eſtabliſhment, and We- 
er 24500 men required ſo many men to command them? and 
He believed not 3 and that a conſiderable ſaring amade pou 
made by putting all the men into two regiments. | ota 
Wen he made the motion, he ſaid, it was principaly 
with -a' view of getting information what number of troops 
was neceflary, and where they were to be. ſtationed. II, he 
ſaid, there was ſuppoſed to be danger from our fituation with 
to Europe, it was not neceſſary to increaſe: troops 
whith were intended to be employed only on the frontier; WM © 
furely not: if danger was apprehended that quarter, 
they 'ought to turn their eyes to the ſea-coaſt, and — 
our artillery and engineers. Thoſe gentlemen who 
— 5 ht put to that object what was ſaved in 
the ſaid, would be much more prudent; 
| lince, Randing on our own ground, we conld d end oui. 
foives againſt the whole world. 

Phe queſtion for reducing the four regiments of infante bft 
to two was put and W there being only 25 in = — 
vour of it. 10 

The committee then roſe and bad leave to fit again. WO 

Mr. W. Smith chairman of the Committee of ways and nt 
means, to whom were referred a reſolution of the 10th in- Oy 
ſtant on —_— articles ann made the following's re- Pe. 


ere, 


The Committee 6 Ways ao fifties, having e 
| * the reſolution of the Houſe, of the tenth "inſtant, und a 


Better of the Secretary of the Treaſury, on the Jebject therein det 
unn ; "hl po 
ARE OF OPINION—- | — | the 


THAT the only articles, on which it will be expedient to WW © 
impoſe an additional impoſt duty, are the following, viz. W 
brown ſugar, bohea tea, and cotton goods, not printed, ſtained 
or coloured : _ accordingly ſubmit the following reſo⸗ 
lutions + - at 

Reſolved, That there be paid an additional duty of one 
half cent per pound on "ou ſugar, imported into the WW © 
Vnited States. 18 
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Reſzlved, That there be laid: an additianat duty of two 
cents per pound, on all bohea teas imparted into the United 
States, 1 4 n * . 

Reſolved, Thas there be laid an additional duty of; two 
and a half per cent. ad valorem, on all cotton goads, not 
printed, ſtained or coloured, imported into the United 

' TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
SIR AE e January 19th,. 1797. 

I HAVE now the honor to communicate my opinion up- 
an the ſubject referred to the committee of ways and means 
y the reſolution of the houſe of repreſentatives, of the roth 
of January 1797. 5 

If it ſhall be determined to increaſe the duties on ãmport- 
ations, the following appear to be moſt ſafe and productire 
objects of revenue. et dl t 


rſt. SALT. % rι¹u¹¹e ä ' | {4 4 
The exiſting duty is twelve cents. upon each buſhel-af 
ifty-fix pounds, and is much lower than what is impoſed in 


many countries. There is no artiele ef which the eonſump- 
tion is more uniform, nor of which an evaſion of the duties 
would be more difficult: the natural value being inconſide- 
able, the importation requires and employs but little capital. 
Owing to the bulky nature of moſt of our articles of ex- 
port, compared with thoſe imported, and to the uſe of falt 
in lieu of ballaſt, it is introduced with a moderate charge 
for freight. All theſe circumſtances render falt a fit object 
of revenue—as illicit importations are not to be apprehended 
the extent to which the duty is to be carried, can be beſt 
determined by the committee, One cent on each fifty. fin 
pounds of falt, will produce nearly thirty thouſand dollars. 
It will, however, be proper to re-adjuſt the bounties on 
the exportation of ſalted fiſh and — and the allow- 
ances to veſſels employed in the cod fiſheries, to any aug - 
mentation of the duties en this article. tt 
2d. BROWN SUGAR. | | 
The duties on ſugars will hereafter require reviſion; the 
rates, now impoſed are as follow : on brown fugar one and 
one half cent per pound; clayed ſugar, three and one half 
cents; lump ſugar and refined, other than loaf fagar, fiv 
and one half cents; loaf refined ſugar, nine cents. The 
duties are already ſo high, that moſt of the | ſugars, other 
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than — which are imported, are alſo exÞotted ; the 
revenue is not therefore benefited by the importations. On 
the contrary, the public are exphlcd to the riſque of colleQi. 
on, / and "reſponſible for the drawback. Illicit importation, 
cannot be eaſily practiſed in reſpect to ſo'bulky an article 2 


ſugar, and it is not likely that 4 have been practiſed, ex. 


cept in a ſmall degree with reſpect to loaf refined ſugar, the 
duty on which appears to be more than neceſſary to proud 


the buſineſs of domeſtic refiners. 


To-induce the conſumption of any conſiderable gerne 
of clayed ſugars, a reduction of the duty is neceflary : and 
it is probable that ſome reduction would be favourable to the 
intereſt of the refiners; on this point, my information is 
however too imperfect to juſtify a poſitive opinion. 

The preſent duty on — ſugar is leſs, in proportion to 
the value of the article, than that on moſt other Weſt Indi; 
productions. The average importations of brown ſugar into 
the United States, during the years 1790, 1791 and 1792, 
were about 13 millions of pounds weight, which, 
therefore, may be conſidered” as the quantity uſually con- 
ſumed in this — 5 pK in each year. Since 1792, the quan- 
tities imported have been increaſing. In the term of a year, 
prior to October iſt. 179 ts ths quanit —— exceeded 
ſixty millions of pounds weight * greater part of 
the year 1796, ſugar and — — moſt beneficial, 
and in point of value, equal to any articles exported from 
the United States; conſidering the great quantities of theſe 
articles which have been imported, exceeding what were re- 
quired for - domeſtic conſumption, their prices muſt have 
been determined by the ſtate of foreign demand. . Theſe 
prices-cannot — fo be ſtationary, and their vibrations 
have a tendency to embarraſs commerce. Theſe circum- 
ſtances, and the riſque to which the revenue is expoſed on 
the importation, and alſo on the exportation of theſe articles, 
ſtrongly admoniſh againſt exceſſive duties, and even diſſuade 
from the impoſition of ſuch a duty, as under other circum- 
ſtances might be ſafe and proper; nevertheleſs, an additional 
duty of one half cent per pound, on brown en, 
to be as eligible as any which can be r 

3d. IEAS. 

The duties are at e as follow wth * tea ten 
cents per pound; on ſouchong and other black teas eighteen 
cents; on hyſon, imperial, gunpowder, or Gomes tea, forty 
cents; and on other green teas, twenty-four cents. It has 
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been ſtated; as the opinion of the treaſury, that the revenue 
would be probably benefited by a reduction of the higher and 
an increaſe of the lower rates of duty. An addition of two 
cents per pound, to the duty on bohea tea may be expected 
to produce twenty-five, dr thirty thouſand dollars. 


4th. COTTON MANUFACTURES mot printed, ſtained 
_ coloured, „ 3 1 N 

Theſe are in very general uſe; and are commonly import- 
ed in valuable veſſels, and by eſtabliſned merchants; they 
are for the moſt part bulky in proportion to their value, and 
with velvets and velverets, are ſubject only to the duty of 
ten per centum ad valorem. It may poſſibly be ſafe to place 
theſe articles in the claſs of merehandize, ſubject to the duty 
of twelve and a half per centum ad valorem ; but in this caſe, 
it is conceived; that adequate proviſion ought to be made for 
the protection of the buſineſs of printing cotton goods, which 
has been commenced in this country, © }ﬀ _ 

A variety of modifications of the exiſting duties might be pro- 
poſed, but as their principal dbje& would be the improve- 
ment of the ſyſtem of collection, by means of a new claſſi- 
lication of the articles, without interidirig thereby to produce 
any conſiderable augmentation of the revenue, they are at 
this time omitted. Materials for a report on this ſubject, 
= preparing, but it cannot be completed during the preſent 
— · ·˙»˙‚ Is | 1 

With reſpect to a general augmentation of the duties on 
imports, I conceive it to be my duty to obſerve, that the 
average rate already impoſed; exceeds ſixteen per centum ad 
ralorem; that the laſt advance of the duties was made at a 
time when the commerce of the United States was far from 
being in a natural ſtate z that the temptations to illicit trade 
will increaſe in proportion to any reduction of the general rate 


of mercantile profit; and that a conſiderable reduction of 


this general rate, is to be expeted whenever the preſent war 
m Europe ſhall terminate, On theſg grounds, I conclude, 
that preſent experience affords no certain data for an opinion 
reſpecting the permanent operation of the exiſting duties. 

The domeſtic manufaCtures beſt eſtabliſhed, are thoſe of 


leather, iron, flax, potters* wares, including bricks, ardent 


ſpirits, malt liquors, cyder, paper of all kinds, hats, ſtuff 
| Ee . 
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and ſilk ſhoes, refined ſugars, ſpermaceti and tallow candles, 
copper, braſs and tin wares, carriages, cabinet wares, ſnuff, 
gun powder, and ſalt. F $95 


F kave the honor to be, 
Vith per et reſpect, 
ry a 
Your maſt obedient ſervant, 

| OLIVER WOLCOTT, jun, 

5 Secretary of the Treaſury, 
The Honourable * 7 755 a 
WILIA SMITH, Eſquire, 

Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 


Ordered to be committed to a committee of the who 


houſe on Monday next. | | 


Adjourned | | 
Tueſday, January 24. 


The bill for enforcing the laws of the United States in 
the ſtate of Tenneſſee, was read the third time and paſſed. 
Mr. Dwight Foſter, from the committee of claims, made 


A report on the petitions of John Curley, Joſeph Biggs, 
C 


Elijah Hedges and William Smith, which were againſt 
petitioners, were twice read and concurred in by the houſe, 
Mr. Foſter alſo made a report on the petition of Edward 
St. Loe Livermore, which was in favour of the petitioner. 
It was twice read, and ordered to be committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole houſe to morrow. | | 
Mr. R. Sprigg, jun. moved that the reſolution which he 


laid on the table ſome days ago, relative to the act for re- 


gulating grants of lands for military ſervices, &c. be refer- 
red to the committee to whom was referred a former reſo- 
lution relative to the ſale of lands north weſt of the river 


Ohio. It was referred. | 


Mr. Page preſented a petition of John Nelſon, major- 
commandant of a corps of cavalry in the Virginia line, on 
the ſtate-eſtabliſhment during the war, praying for a grant 
of land north weſt of the Ohio, in lieu of thoſe which he 
had obtained for his ſervices during the war, and which had 
been ceded to the Chickaſaw nation of Indians by a late 
treaty. Referred to the committee of claims. 


w 
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Mr. Malbene preſented a petition from the inſpectors and 
zaugers, and another from the weighers and meaſurers of 
me port of Providence, Rhode Ifland, for eompenſation in 
addition to their ſalaries. Referred to the committee of the, 
whole, to whom is committed the bill. relative to compen- 
ation of officers employed in the colkeQtion of duties on 
impoſts and tonnage. 

Mr. Sitgreaves preſented a petitions from Oliver Pollock, 
praying chat the ſum of 4740. dollars, which the committee 
of claims had reported to be due to him, might be paid. to 
lim during the preſent ſeſſion, expreſſing at the ſame time 
hope that he ſhould be allowed the hberty, of ſubſtantiat- 
ing his other claims on a future day. Referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole to whom was referred a report Nr a 
former petition of Mr. Pollock. 

Mr. Henderſon offered a reſolution to the following, —_ 
noſe, viz. “ that the ſecretary of the treaſury, be dire ted 
to lay before the houſe; a liſt — the number of ſubſcriving 
creditors to the United States, upon the books of the loan 
officers, in each reſpective ſtate in the inen, where Joon 
viicers have been eſtabliſhed, T: 

Mr. Henderſon obſerved, that. the * whyhe es 
this reſolution, were, that application had of late been male, 
by ſeveral of the commiſſioners of loans of the United States, 
for an increaſe of ſalary, and he thought it was proper, be- 
fore a deciſion took place upon thoſe applications, that the 
houſe ſhould be poſſeſſed of the beſt information relative to 
tie duties of the officers that could be obtained. He was 
cf opinion, that when. the ſalaries of the commiſſioners of 
hans were firſt eſtabliſhed, Congreſs could have had — other 
rule by which to apportion them, than the ſize, and popu- 
ation of the ſtates, or the ſums expected to be loaned there- 
in. He thought it could eaſily be made appear, that neither 
vf theſe principles would produce an equitable proportion- 
nent of the ſalaries; the commiſſioners in the larger ſtates, 
would have much the higheſt ſalaries, when it is very pro- 
bable, they might have the leaſt ſhare of buſineſs to tranſact, 
and on the other hand, the commithoners of the ſmaller 
ſtates, would have the leaſt ſalary, with perhaps the greateſt 
proportion of duty, Ordered to he on the table. 

The houſe again reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole on the report of the committee- appointed to enquire 
whether any and what 22 may be neceſſary to the 
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act to aſeertain and fix the mili eſtabliſument of the 
United States, Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair, when 4 


Mr. 8. Smith propoſed an alteration in the introduction 


of the report, merely as to form, ſo as to make it have the 
proper * n of a EG which was agreed to. 
And being read, 

Mr. Coit ſaid, he roſe only for the - purpoſe of enquiry. 
He was ſatisfied there was no occaſion for a Major General; 
nor did he know that there was any neceſſity for a oy De 
General. He wiſhed to be informed on that ſubject. 

Mr. Varnum did not ſee the neceſſity of a Brigadier ge- 
neral. As the army would be diſperſed along the frontier in 
fmall detachments he did not ſee the uſe of an officer of 
that grade. 

Mr. Dearborn ſaid this ſubject had undergone diſcuſſion 
laſt winter. It was then urged not only that a brigadier ge- 
neral was neceſſary, but alſo a mojor general, and was ulti- 
mately | ſo carried. It appeared to him indeed, that at oy 
one general officer was neceſſary; and he ſhould ſuppo 
for he ſame reaſon which his colleague had urged 3 
the meaſure, viz. the diſperſedneſs of the ſituation of the 
troops; for, when their divided ſituation was conſidered; 
and that in time of peace, there was leſs reaſon to expect a 
ſtrict attention to diſcipline and economy, there would ſcarce- 
y be a poſſibility of keeping them in order, without an of- 

cer of reſpectable rank, who would have it in his power to 
overlook the whole, to know the ſtate of each garriſon, and 
to make ſtrict returns with reſpect to military regulations; 
and, without ſuch a proviſion every thing relative to the 
army would get into diſorder. Inſtead of this officer be- 
ing an expence to the United States, he believed he would 
in the end prove a great ſaving to them, by taking care 
that no abuſes exiſted in the ſervice. It was ſaid that the 
majors could do the duty as well as a general officer but 
was it not reaſonable and natural to expect bickerings 
amongſt officers of the ſme grade; and that there would 


not be the ſame promptneſs in obeying the orders of one of 


this rank, as there would be in obeying the commands of a 
ſuperior officer ? Perſons acquainted with military affair 
knew the neceſſity there was for ſubordination in an army. 
He thought it not neceſſary: to ſay much on the ſubject; 
but he thought the well being of the troops required that 


a brigadier general ſhould be retained in the ſervice. 
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Mr. Hartley ſaid, he was one of thoſe who were in fa- 
vour of retaining the major general laſt ſeſſion; but from 
2 principle of economy, the ſelect committee had recom- 
mended a repeal of that part of. the act which related to 
the major general and his ſtaff; by which means ſeveral 
thouſand dollars would be ſaved; but, after they had diſ- 
miſſed the major general, he was furpriſed to hear it pro- 
poſed that the brigadier ſhould be ſtruck out alſo. He had 
withed the major general to have been retained; fince, if 
there ſhould be occaſion to call out the militia at any time, z 
major general of militia would not be ſubject to the command 
of a brigadier general of the army, and except ſome proviſion 
was made in the militia bill, this cireumſtance would 'occafi- 
on diſorder, if ever ſuch a fituation ſhould happen. 'He 
hoped, therefore, for the reaſons given by the gentleman 
from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Dearborn) a brigadier's ſtaff would 
be retained. 4h, 12-0 hae 2] 

Mr. Dayton (the Speaker.) That as they had diſpenſed 
with the officer of a Major General, as no longer neceſſary, 
it appeared to him adviſeable to agree to this part of the report 
of the committee which-recommended the retaining of a Bri- 
gadier General in ſervice. In addition to the reaſons which 
had been urged by the members of that committee, /and by 
other gentlemen who had preceeded him, there were two 
which had not, he believed, been mentioned and which 
might be thought to deſerve conſideration. If a Brigadier 
General ſhould not be provided for, the command of the ar- 
my would of courſe devolve upon one of the Lieutenant Co- 
lonels commanding regiments. - Such an event, would ra- 
ther tend to excite jealouſy than to promote harmony through- 
out the different corps. The attachment of an officer for 
his own regiment was natural, and could not be ſuppreſſed 
or concealed even when his ſeniority of rank entitled him to 
exerciſe a more enlarged command. If in ſuch a ſituation 
he ſhould be more prudent and cautious than men ſo circum- 
ſtanced uſually are, he could not however eſcape the ſuſpi- 
cion and charge of his fayouring his own to the diſadvantage 
and injury of the other regiments. 'Thoſe who might think 
themſelves thus aggrieved would make a common cauſe of 
their complaints againſt their temporary commander, and the 
army would be embroiled. A commander it was known, 
muſt neceſſarily have conſiderable latitude of diſcretion al- 
lowed to him, and no little ſhare of patronage. He would 
generally direct what othcers ſhould be ſtationed at particu- 
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lar poſts in higher or inferior. commands. He could give 
erence to one corps over another by ordering the diſtri- 
bution of cloathing or pay eſpepially where a difference in 
quality or deficiency in quantity and ſum, made it impoſſible 
for all to be equally ferved, In in officer, attached to no 
corps excluſively, ſuch things could be ſeen and borne with 
much leſs difſatisfaQtion and murmuring than ia one who 
had a more intimate connection and intereſt with a particu- 
lar part. But that was not all, for in the paying of the ar- 
my the agency of a Brigadier General attached to no corps 
was eſſentially neceſſary. The regimental pay abſtracts-were 
founded upon the company pay rolls, and were required to 
be figned-- by the commanding officers of the regiments, 
The commander in chief, after having compared and check- 
ed thoſe abſtracts with the muſter rolls and official returns, 
was to iſſue an order for the payment of the money. 
It would be truly abſurd to have the ſame officer in quali- 
ty of commander in chief cheeking and * fe his 
own returns for pay as colonel of a regiment. There would 
neither be economy nor ſecurity in the expenditures of pub- 
lie monies under ſuch arrangements. | | 
Mr. Baldwin ſaid, he recollected when this ſubjoct was 
under conſideration, ſome member ſaid it was indiſputably 
neoeſſary that the army ſhould have a brigadier general; it 
did not then appear ſo to him. Since the war was ove, 
aul even ſuppoſe it continued, he thought it being entirely 
an interior one, they might do away the form which had 
been of regiments, and convert the whole force into a legi- 
onary form, and by degrees an army form alſo; and let 
form be a detachment of companies ſtrung along the fron- 
tier. He thought there could be no advantage by even an 
army form; for the vaſt extent of 2000 miles frontier coun- 
try to guard with few men as poſſible, would render this 
dliſtrihution neceſſary. The force, he ſaid, were twenty-6x 
companies, and he ſuppoſed there were no more than twen- 
ty- ſx poſts to occupy them; theſe would be diſtributed from 
the ſouthern frontier to the lakes, and ſome on the 1-2 
coaſts; then, while tliey remained ſo extenſive, what ule 
could there be of a brigadjer general? Where could he ſo 
well correfpond from and conduct affairs as the ſeat of go- 
vernment? And here Mr. Baldwin thought he would be 
almoſt uſeleſs. Here we have the war department, ths 
commiſſary of ſtores, and the accountant geueral, each 0! 
which, if clothed with military commiſſions, cculd effect 


R 


75 my buſineſs that officer would have to do, and he did not 
ee the neceſſity of a brigadter general having the ſettlement 
of the buſineſs mentioned by the gentleman from Maſſachu- 
ſetts (Mr. Dearborn) as his being clothed with a military 
m Nommiſſion, would not make him more fit to take cognizance 
do Mot what related to the troops, than the above ſtationed offi- 
cers; nor did he ſee how he could viſit the different poſts in 
the manner propoſed by that gentleman. -If a-part of theſe 
troops were diſtributed on Ne lakes, and another part on 


P Wie ſouthern frontier, he could not tell where the brigudier 
i eeneral could have his office. It could not be at any of the 
* poſts, and therefore he ſuppoſed it muſt be at the ſeat of 
5 government. 


Mr. 8. Smith ſaid he was on the committee of conſerenee 
laſt ſeſſion with the ſenate, on the ſubject of the major ge- 
b. Meta): It was the opinion of the houſe of repreſentatives, 
1 that there ſhould be a brigadier only, becauſe the number of 
10 troops, being four regiments of infantry, was * — 
0 command. It was urged, on the part of the ſenate, that the 
major general was neceſſary for the purpoſe of taking poſ- 


ſeſlon of the poſts, and it was therefore finally agreed that 


b Ji mould be retained until March next. At that time it was 

determined whether the brigadier or major general ſhould 
go out of the ſervice at that time. The gentleman from 
Pennſylvania (Mr. Hartley) thought it neceſſary to- keep up 
da ie major general, becauſe, if called out with the -mikitia, 
i. Nee would have the ſuperior command of a major general of 
50 militia ; but to ſtrike out both the major general and brigadier 
general, would be to leave the army without a head, and ſo 


w ar from ſuch a meaſure being a meaſure of economy, it 
* vould prove deſtructive of economy. There was great ſav- 


che Noe, he ſaid, by an officer commanding the whole; if it 
6 vere otherwiſe, the army would be disjointed. 

If the gentleman from Connecticut, who made the mo- 
won, had been a military man, this motion, he thought, 
"i ould not have been made; as a military man, Mr. Smitlr 
uſe Necbered, that ſuch a meaſure would be attended with the 
noſt ruinous conſequences. X 


= Mr. Coit ſaid he made no motion, but merely enquired fa. 
1 be formation. 1 

the Mr. 1 ſaid the gentleman did not know the conſe- 
hof Nlence of ſuch a regulation; he did not know who would 


we the command. The preſent brigadier general, he ſaid, 


= We 


was à Han of abilities and reſpectability, and it would bo ü 
economy to keep him in the ſervice. 


The queſtion for repealing that part of the act which re- v 
lates to the major general and his ſtaff, was put and carried re 
py onoy DE; Ayes 43 „ 
Noes 32 ke 


The two next reſolutions were put and agreed to, and tic 
that for adding eight privates to each company being under co 
conſideration,  ' 5 | ; wi 

Mr. Williams thought it would be an improper article un 
a time there was a propoſition for leſſening the number dit 
'This, he ſaid, would augment it 256 men. Each com. v! 
pany now, he ſaid, was compoſed of 52 privates, 4 corpo th. 
rals, 4 ſergeants, and 2 officers, which made 62: as he favi 
no need to make a larger augmentation, he thought this pri inc 
poſal wrong, and therefore . it would not be 7 ta, 

Mr. S. Smith ſaid this was a queſtion diſcuſſed in the ſelc 

committee. It was argued that if theſe men were added tc 
the 52, the complement of which each company is compoſed 
they would be enough to anſwer all caſualties by death, de 
ſertion, &c. ſo as always to keep up the full number. The 
expenſe of pay, cloathing, &c. he had eſtimated at 38,00 
dollars. The ſaving by ſtriking off the cavalry was 5 2,00 


dollars, certain expenſes of waggons, & c. not included il ] 
this eſtimate, tents and camp equipage would be 60,004 to 
dollars. The addition of theſe 8 men to a company would ar 
give 256 men, in place of 104, at much leſs price. 'Theig ted! 
would give an additional ſtrength at leſs expenſe than tia eſta 
horſe. Yeſterday, he ſaid, he ſtated, that the expenſe of tern 
two companies of horſe was equal to a regiment of infantry mer 


dy which he meant the privates of a regiment,” viz. 416 men pre: 
if he was underſtood differently, he wiſhed this to be tale ther 


as a correction. | | | | 1 
Mr. Hartley faid there was ſome difficulty with reſpect 
this clauſe of the report. Some gentlemen thought d 
number of men ſufficient already. He was of a differeſf I 
opinion; and as the horſe were ſtruck out, he thought ti the 
additional men neceſſary. He believed, without this add » 
tion, there would not be a ſufficiency of troops to garriloi che: 
the poſts, and he had founded his opinion upon informatiq; vz. 
from good authority. He ſhould therefore vote in favour WY and 
the report. \: "53346. Tea 
Mr. Dearborn ſaid the committee was not unanimous vi NM 
on this clauſe of the report. He believed it unnecella habit 


„ 
that theſe men ſhould be added, and that the foilr tegimentt 
of artilery were fully equal to all the objects for which they 
were wanted : he would ſooner. vote for the reduction of 4 
regiment than for this addition. He had endeavoured to 
ſatisfy himſelf of the number of garriſons neceſſar to be 
kept up, and the men fequired for each. As to the caſual- 
ties which it was ſaid always happened amongſt men, they 
could not be avoided; nor was it neceſſary to calculate 
within four or five men for a poſt; as for Inſtance, if 56 
e af men were thought to be neceſſary for a poſt, if four or five 
Wl died out of that number, it could not be ſuppoſed that thoſe 
who remained would not be able to defend it. He ſhould 
therefore be oppoſed to the reſolutiom | 
The queſtion was put on the reſolution for adding eight 
men to a company, and negatived without a diviſion. 
The next teſolution advancing the pay of the officers, was 
zyreed to without any oppoſition; | | 
On the laſt reſolution for allowing majors four rations 
day, 3 | | : 
"Mr. 8. Smith ſaid, that the fubſiſtence of the major = 
by miſtake, been omitted in the act paſſed laſt kellon, 
they had therefore introduced it here. Agreed. 
It was moved that the eommittee riſe, when "ot 
Mr. Holland faid, before the committee roſe he wiſhe, 
to add an amendment in the firſt ſection, after the 
a repealed,” < and that the four regiments of infantry he 
reduced to three.” It was deſirable, he ſaid, to reduee the 
eſtabliſhment as much as poſſible. The committee had de- 
termined not to reduce the infantry from foiir to two regi⸗ 
ments ; but though they did not think it tight to make ſo 
great a deduction, he truſted they would agree to reduce 
them from four to three: 
The queſtion was put and hegatived: 
Ayes 37 
; ales Noes 38 ; | 
The committee then roſe and reported the reſolutions, and 
the houſe took them up, when OY | 
Mr. Gallatin propoſed to amend the report by introducing 
nil the amendment juſt negatived in the committee of the Whole; 
uu. for reducing the I from fout to three fegiments; 
md deſired the Yeas and Nays to be taken upon it: The 
Leas and Nays were agreed to be taken. . Pg 
Mr. Hartley ſaid, they were ſome how of bther in the 


labit of diſorganizing. pa he ſaid, the whole com- 
6 | 4 


eſſa 
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lexion of our military eſtabliſhment was changed, and nom 
It was to undergo another change. Laſt year the men and 
officers were appointed to each other; he hoped they ſhould 
not become habitual diſorganizers by adopting the preſent 
motion. e ods Jo e 
Mr. Buck hoped it could not be ſaid that he was a favourer 
of di organization, but he did not ſee at preſent any neceſſity 
for keeping up the whole of the. military eſtabliſhment. 
Could the number of garriſons and of troops neceſſary for 
. be aſcertained, he would chearfully vote for the num- 
er wanted; but until that information was before them, 
being in time of peace, and not wiſhing to keep up more 
troops than were neceſſary, he ſhould vote for the propoſed 
reduction. ; a 1 2 0 1 & 1 
Mr. Claiborne was of the opinion. with the gentleman 
from Pennſylvania (Mr. Hartley) that they were about to 
reduce diſorganization to a ſyſtem ; and unleſs they econo- 
mized a little better, the whole government would be difer- 
ganized. He was for economizing in order to prevent that 
diſorganization.” He hoped, therefore, the amendment would 

revail. kl ; * 8 b + ad 
. Mr. W. Lyman ſaid, if this were a time of profound 
ang perhaps this queſtion would carry a different aſpect; 

ut this country could not be ſaid to be in a ſtate of profound 
peace; for, though we were not in hoſtility, there were ſe- 
veral nations in hoſtility to us. Was this then, he aſked, 2 
time for reducing the military eſtabliſhment ? Ile thought 
not. It was very uncertain whether we ſhould continue.1n a 
ſtate of peace or not. Under this impreſſion, and aided. bj 
the information which the ſelect committce had given, he 
believed it was neceſſary to retain the whole of the eſtabliſh- 
ment. The committee had ſtated the poſts and the number 
of men required, and gave it as their opinion that the whole 
four regiments would be required. He was ſatisfied, and 

he believed the committee had retrenched the expenſe of the 
eſtabliſhment as much as poſſible. _ | 41 
If it were profound peace (as he had already ſaid) and 

there were no diſtant expectations of hoſtility froni any qua- 
ter, he would agree to the amendment propoſed. But, in 
the preſent ſtate. of things, he ſhould vote for retaining th! 
four regiments; as he believed it would prove a misfortun- 
to the country, if the regiment propoſed was done; away. 
_ Mr. Viijams Laid, if they were for a mpomeng. to ſuppoſe 
for che fake cf argument, that there Was danger ot, a. wal 


* 
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from European nations, he would enquire how they ſhould 
guard againſt it? Would it be by garrifoning the ontier ? * 
No, he believed not; and therefore, from the arguments of 
the gentleman himſelf, he ought to reduce the number of 
3 and increaſe that of the artillery. This, Mr. Wil- 
lams faid, was his intention, when he propoſed to reduce 
the four regiments to twq; for, if there was apy danger it 
was on the ſea- coaſt: therefore, to reduce the NAI and 
increaſe the artillery would be real economy. 
Mr. Page ſaid, if he had thought the amendment really 
economical, he might have voted for it; but as he believed 
it was quite the reverſe, -as the reduction of troops at the 
time that the number of poſts were increaſed, and ſome poſts 
were to be advanced far beyond any hitherto occupied, and 
out of the reach of reinforcements or fuccour, muſt neceſſa- 
ily endanger. the loſs of ſome poſts, which would, without * 
colntin{'& loſs of men, be found, in loſs of ſtores,” am- 
munition and arms, an expenſive circumſtance, It had been 
laid that the Indiafis could not take a fortified poſt however 
weakly garriſoned; but this was a' great miſtake, for they: 
took from the Britiſh in one day, under their leader Pontiach, 
immediately after the war between Great Britain and France, 
cyery poſt they held except Detroit and Fort-Pitt. As to 
the ſtate of peace we were in, ſaid Mr. Page, although he 
believed the Indians might at preſent recolle& the circum- ' 
ſtances which induced them to make peace with the United 
States, he ſaid he did not rely on its continuanee, ſo as to 
think it politie or economical to reduce the number of our 
troops, and to expoſe the remainder in diſtant poſts, out of 
the reach of relief. Indeed, fajd he, I think it cruel to ex- 
poſe a ſmall garriſon in ſome cf the intended poſts, as the 
wages would attack them whenever capxice or avarice ſhould * 
prompt them: From motives of economy, ſaid he, I op- 
poſed the firſt motions for raiſing an'army and holding poſts 
on our frontiers, and then obſerved, that if we rajſed one 
regiment, we ſhould ſoon be called on for another, and that 
if we began to eſtabliſh poſts, there would be no end to 
eſtabliſnments; but having now eſtahliſhed certain poſts, he 
laid he believed it would be politic and economical to take 
care of them and their garriſons. s. P 
Mr. Iſaac Smith ſaid, it did not appear that any garriſon , 
eld laſt year had been abandoned this, and it was well know, * 
ley had now a number of freſh” garriforg'on tlie ſouthery | 
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"RO he, therefore, could ſee no propriety in reducing 
four regiments to three. 

Mr. Rutherford ſaid no one reſpected military character: 
more than him; but he thought nevertheleſs it would be a 
valuable thi > ae the infantry from four to three reg; 
ments, which would make them more complete. It was 2 
ſincere wiſh that every private ſhould be well accommodated 
and well paid. He ſurely wiſhed that, and he could ſay that 
he wept after the hearſe of any brave man who fell in the 
defence of his _ and would mingle tears with his re- 
latives and friends. He knew we had many brave military 
characters. This he rejoiced in. And it would be remem- 
bered that it would be an 1 matter to increaſo the troops, 
if it ef wry * 10 time nece ary 15 5 more eaſy than to 

was, the the propoſed 


| we er mg 1 this caſe, he ſaid, 2 beſt troops — be 


retained; and if any emergency ſhould at any time ariſe, 
the brave yeomanry would — 1 in aid of the mil- 
tary corps; and therefore at this time, when our revenue 
was embarraffed, if the ag regiments could be reduced to 
three, it would be a valuable purpoſe done for the people 
whom they ſerved, it would bot be their duty. 

Mr. Swanwick ſaid, ſome . had, on this OCCay 
ſion, ſpoken of the ger Þ 3 but if there was any 
danger of this kind, our 144 would not ſerve us; and 


yet whilſt pe caps were ready to increaſe this department 


of 7 force, they were willing to do away the . frigates. 

gentleman Tre ram New You (Mr. e indeed, 
_ Eferent from his uſual conduct, had faid, that he would 
carry the amount of the retrenchments in the. army to the 


navy. On this occaſion, he ſaid, he jo Lare in opinion with 


that gentleman; he thought they had eady ſpent too much 
on land, and too little at ſea; and Fats Bp in hopes that 
that gentleman and others would vote with him for the fi- 
erg when they ſhould come undler view, and becauſe he 

ought it would anſwer them a much better purpoſe tq 
have a number of ſailors than fo many troops, he ſhould 
vote for the amendment. a 

Mr, S. Smith hoped this motion would not obtain. The 
queſtion had already been tried in committee of the whole, 
to redyce the infantry to two or three regiments, and both 
had failed ; he truſted. they would again fail. When the 


ſelect committee had eſtimated that the four regiments would 
be necefſary, and that the ſurplus would only be four com- 
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ies, which it would be right to place in a proper ſituati- 
ſerve a corps de reſerve hi might 1 to in 
caſe of attack, he thought theſe attempts to reduce the num- 
ber was extraordinary. He did not know THEN | i _ the 
intention of gentlemen to ſtrike out the af would be 
ment only; if this was their meanings, 6 the 15 
rery trifling indeed. He was apprehenſive this ig ea of eco- 
nomy would carry them too far; for his part he was not for 
the name of economy, when he was convinced it would not 
produce the _ He found men, heretofore b 


ſear of direct taxes would them too 1 * | 

Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid, if 1 diſcove 2 difference 
of opinion among cb 4 entlemen on this ſubject, If be 
had heard that any of the poſts which had heen E u to 
be garriſoned were unneceſſary z or that contemplated 
number of men for each, was too great, he ſhould have 
been at a loſs how to have voted; but, when he had 2 7 
heard, in ſupport of the amendment, that our finances 82 | 
ed economy, he felt no embarraſſment in giying it his 
negative, If the principle upon which the amendment " 
ſupported was true, it ſhould be carried farther ; i We were 
in profound peace, and economy were to be > WHT 
not diſband the whole eſtabliſhmept, Ton, if they 
an army of any kind, to be neceſſary, they would rainy 
admit that it 1 19 to be ſufficiently ik for the purpo 
for which it was wanted. They e faid, 1 A | 
committee on the ſubject, oo Ny informed 
garriſons neceflary, and of the troo der le 8 proper to heed in 
them, by which it 1 hole four fal 
would be wanted; Tn he believed there would be 
no propriety in ning the number on the ground. of ed 
nom y. 

For his own part, Mr. Sirgreaves ſaid, he did not nd 
to be a judge of military affairs; but he thqught when our 
poſts were increaſed, the miſſary for garrifgning them ought 
not to be decreaſed, A ſtate of peace with 2 Indians, be 
believed, did not do away the neceſſity of a military eſtas 
lüchment, becauſe he believed that peace was only to be 
continued by the terror inſpired bythe garriſons. 

He would take this opportunity of remarking upon what 
* fallen from his colleague (Mr. Gallating, who had ſaid 

that he thought the four regiments neceſſary, but that on 
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and he believed it to be the opinion of the people in generatz 
be. uld, therefore, vote for retaining tht / pF 
F in antry, THLSEW 8 ors ws e W 
Mr. Preſton hoped this motion would not prevail. He 


wants urged hem to it, would violate the peace, and deſtroy 
the ce habitants. Ab ac aches tar: + 
"He faid he had not been a little ſurprized, that the gen- 
tlemen frotm'New Vork and Pennſylvania (Mr. Williams and 
Mr. Gallatin) who lived on the frontiers, and wefe conſe- 
quently ſubject to the incurſions of the Indians, ſhould have 
advocated the reduction of the preſent eſtabliſhment, The 
gentleman from New York had faid he lived within thirty 
miles of them, but that he depended upon the yeomanty 
for ſupport, and was not afraid. There was magnanimity 
in this declaration; but ſuppoſe theſe Indians were to come 
out upon him with hoſtile intentions, he perhaps might call 
for affiſtance when it was too late, and when the defenceleſs 


* 


inhabitants of the frontier had met deſtruction. 
Mr. Preſton ſaid he could not help being ſurprized at tie 

reaſon given fagſthe propoſed reduction of the preſent num- 

ber of infantry, viz. to retrench the public expenſes. 
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ſhould be glad to meet gentlemen on the ground of a re- 
trenchment of the public expenſes; he loved economy; but 
he hated that little, contracted economy, which ſayed pence 
at the exnenſe ; of parnds.,. i Lat tg 3. 3 

He hoped they ſhould not be afraid of doing their duty, 
becauſe, there was a degree of unpopularit / attached to all 
taxes; but if they would fix a permanent ſource of revenue, 
they muſt not go to cents and half cents on ſugar or five-penny- 
its on ſalt, but to a land tax, the only object upon which 
they could look with certainty for ſupplies. 0 | 
He ſhould not however do as the gentleman from Penn- 
ſylvamia and one of his colleagues (Mr. Gallatin and Mr. 
Nicholas) had done, becauſe there was a reluctance in the 
houſe to vote for revenue, decline from voting for the preſent 
eſtabliſhment. He would do what he conceived to be his 
duty, and let others do what they pleaſed. He would there- 
fore vote for the preſent eſtabliſhment, truſting that no-gen- 
teman, convinced of. the neceſſity of the military eſtabliſh- 
ment, and that further revenue was neceſſary to ſupport that 
and the other expenſes of government, wauld withhold his 
aſſent to ſome effectual ſyſtem for raiſing it; and that if it 
were found indirect taxes would not anſwer the purpoſe, 
direct taxes would be reſorted to. Take what mode of tax- 
ation they might, difficulties would preſent themſelves. 
Theſe were unavoidable ; but becauſe difficulties occurred, 
he truſted they ſhould not ſhrink from the buſineſs : to do 
that would be to ſhew an imbecility of conduct, which he 
truſted that houſe would never ſhew. | 

Our conſtituents, ſaid he, know as well as we do, that 
government is neceſſary, or we ſhould not be here; they 
know expenſe muſt be incurred, that that expenſe muſt be 
raiſed by taxes, and be collected from themſelves. Shall we 
then, exclaimed he, be afraid to meet them, from having 
done our duty? All we ſhall have to do, added he, will be 
to ſhew the juſtice of the demand, and he ventured to ſay, 
their conſtituents would have patriotiſm enough chearfully 
to pay it. 1 "#45 

It Box a fact, he acknowledged it was a melancholy one, 
that there was neceſſity, from the preſent uncertain ſtate of 
our commerce, of fixing upon ſome permanent revenue, 
which thould be equal to the purpoſes of -peace or of war. 
It was proper to guard againſt all 8 circumſtances, 
lince we could not always expect to be free from the cala- 
mities to which, all other nations were ſubject. Indeed, a 
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day did not paſs but they heard from the newſpapers, of de- 
redations being coinmitted upon our commerce, not-only 
the Britiſh but by the French and Spaniards; and it was 
not to be ſuppoſed, that our merchants would continue their 
commerte, notwithiſtanding their mad thirſt of gain, under 
ſuch riſks. It was neceffary, therefore, to find a ſubſtitute 
for at leaſt a-part of the revenue which had heretofore been 
wer fert tlas ſource, or they ſhould not be able even to 
pay the fbur regiments of infantry they were then about to 
agree to keep up: He ſhould, however, conſent to do this, 
and truft in the houſe to provide revenue when that ſubject 
ſhould come before them. ne e 
Mr. Thatcher did not ſee what the preſent queſtion had 
to do with revenue. The queſtion was not how many troops 
the United States could ſupport in time of war, but how 
many were neceſſary in the preſent ſtate of things. As fat 
as this ſubject was connected with fighting, he knew but 
little about it, nor did he ever wiſh to know more than he 
did. But it was a fingular cireumſtance, he ſaid, that ever 
fince 1791, till the late peace, there had been war on a'fton- 
tier of 500 miles extent, during which time the Engliſh had 
ha pott en of the poſts on that frontier, and this war had 
been ſupported, and the Indians brought to a peace, by 
nearly the' fame number of troops which were now in pay. 
The reduction ſince that time had been very fmall. It was 
now a time of peace, not even the leaſt ſuggeſtion had been 
offered that any rupture with the Indians was like to take 
lace, yet gentlemen ſeemed unwilling to reduce the efta- 
liſhment. During the war, the Engliſh had poſſeſſion of 
forts within our territory, which they had now given up, and 
we had taken poſſeſſion of them, and it could not be conſi- 
dered other than extraordinary, that we ſhould have occaſion 
for nearly the ſame troops now as during that war. Some 
of the poſts which we had obtained being garriſoned, would 
do away the neceſſity of garriſoning others. He therefore 
ſuppoſed there would not be occaſion to have troops in all 
the poſts which had been mentioned. 3 | 
But gentlemen” had'hinted there was danger of war from 
another quarter ; _ if they —— France or England 
intended to wage hoſtilities againſt us, it was idle to talk of 
one regitnent of infantry, they ſhould have twenty regiments 
This was, therefore, not the ground of the preſent queſtion. 
All that was neceſſary to be conſidered was, what number of 
trvops was 'negeſſary to garriſon tle frontier poſts; and be- 
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8 !icving as he did, that three regiments would be ſuſſicient, 
| he ſhould vote for the amendment. 4 
ö Mr. S. Smith ſaid, if it were really a fact that as many 
| men were in pay now as were in ſervice Utrivg the Indian 
war, he would agree with the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts 
that the number was too large. [Mr. Thatcher denied hav- 
ing ſaid the number was equal, but that there had been little 
) reduction.] Mr. Smith ſaid, the number of men then in 
the ſervice was 5,000, but at preſent the number contem- 
} plated was 3,000. The regulations made laſt year, contem- 
plated the taking in all thoſe who were in fervice on the 1ſt 
of July laſt, and gentlemen would recollect that the artillery 
. had been raiſed, in conſequence of an apprehenſion of war 
„from Great Britain, and were meant for the ſervice of the 
t WW fea-coalt ; there were, therefore, only 2000 for the ſervi 
of the frontier. _ Fs I, 
The gentleman had ſaid ſome of the poſts would be un- 
neceſſary, but had not faid which. He had been told that 
a cordon of poſts had been ſo formed as to prevent ſupplies 
being conveyed to the Indians from which cordon the in- 
ner poſts were excluded. In doing this, they had contem- 
plated the ſecurity of 'the trade to be carried on by the 
United States on the frontier. If the United States were 
not able to keep up 1500. men, they were in a bad ſitua» 
n tion indeed; that ſuch an opinion ſhould be entertained in 
ve chat houfe their conſtituents would not believe, nor did he 
a- 
nd 


delieye they would thank them for ſuch economy. It was 
of MY no economy.” The laſt year they had declared what the 
1 Wl citabliſhment, ſhould be, and now they were propoſing to 
undo what they had then done, by which means they ſhould 
on MW throw a number of deſerving men upon the world, without 
ne perhaps the means of ſubſiſtence. Was this the way, he 
nd ed, in which meritorious ſoldiers were ſerved in other 
je countries? No; they had half pay given them, and this, he- 
a bud, ought to be the caſe every where, and not that, after 
ghting our battles, and perhaps receiving wounds in the 
om ſervice which incapacitated them from labour, they ſhould 
nd de thrown upon the country deſolate. Mr. S. hoped that they 
of Ml ſhould ſhew that there was ſome degree of fixedneſs in their 
its, conduct; the buſineſs was well ſettled laſt ſeſſion; they had on- 
on. I four ſmall regiments to ſupport, and he truſted they ſhould 
- of | fipport them, as he believed them neceſſary. * | 
be- Mr. Harriſon ſaid, that if the chairman of the committce 
had informed them of the number of poſts to be occupied. 
Vol. IL 8 g 
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and the men required for garriſoning them, and had ſhewni ill | 
that the whole four regiments were wanted, he would have t 
voted for them; but not having done this, he ſhould vote for 
the propoſed reduction. That gentleman himſelf, Mr. H. 
faid, had ſhewn that three regiments would be ſufficient; for 
he had ſaid a certain portion of theſe men ſhould be kept as 
a corps de Feſerve, Where, he aſked, would he keep them in 
reſerve? He believed the cordon of pofts would he too diſtant 
for any ſupplies to reach them in time, in cafe of an attack 
from the Indians. outs ge) * 
Gentlemen blamed the preſent economy, and condemned 
the propoſed ſyſtem of direct taxes; but who, he aſked, had 
created the neceſſity for one and the other? Not thoſe who : 
advocated either; but thoſe who oppoſed them. And now 
when they were called upon to provide revenue for defraying 
the increaſed expences of government, and to'diſcharge a part 
of the public debt, they ſhrink from the taſk. 
Where, faid Mr. H. is this regiment to be placed? It was 
not to be in garriſon, and he did not know where elfe it could 
be to any purpoſe; ſo that they were about to fix a taxation 
to grind their conſtituents for no purpoſe. Who were the 
| beſt judges of the wants of the frontiers? Thoſe who lived on 
them ſurely; and they had faid there was no neceſſity for ſo 
large a body of men. To keep them, would, therefore, be a 
laviſh uſe of public money; but if the money inſtead of being 
fo applied, were appropriated towards the reduction of the 
public debt, every citizen in the union would be ſatisfied. This 
conſideration, and the gentleman's on ſhewing, induced bim 
to vote for the propoſed reduction 


Mr. Holland ſaid, if the committee had ſtated to them the 
number of poſts, and the men neceſſary to be placed in them, 
they might have formed a judgment whether the four regi- © 
ments would be wanted or not; but without that information 
they were under the neceſſity of acting in the dark. The gen- by 
tleman from Maryland aſked if the United States were not able te 
to keep up the tooops ih queſtion? One thing, he knew, that in 
the United States had been able to keep up their expences de 
equal to all the revenue which could be collected. But that 


gentleman ſeemed to be much affected with the ſituation of N 
the officers, if the amendment ſhould prevail, which would » 


be thrawn out of ſervice. He did not know that they were 
under any tie to keep them longer than wanted, and he doubt- [ 
ed not that officers would always be found when wanted; the py 
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compenſation, he believed, was fully equal to the ſervice, and 
that it was a matter of favour to obtain ſuch ſituations. 
A gentleman from Pennſylyania, (Mr. Sitgreaves) had ſaid 
the military genttemen were all in favour of retaining the 
four regiments. He was at a loſs to know how that gentleman 
came at his knowledge on that ſubject. It was his opinion 
the army ſyſtem was a bad one, and-that it ſhould be reduced 
as much as poſſible. 4 95 
He believeck they were likely to bave peace on the frontiers. 
The Indians, he faid, would not commit depredations near a 
poſt, but at a diſtance; becauſe they knew, if they attempted 
a poſt, they would bring the force of the United States upon 
them, which would involve them in war. Jt was well known 
the Indians were more afraid of the militia than of regulars, 
and that therefore the former was the beſt defence againſt 
them. Not having any information, he ſhould vote in favour 
of the amendment. | 1 | 

Mr. Cooper ſaid it might be of yſe to geritlemen, to 
be informed of the number of men which-the Britiſh had 
kept in their ſeveral poſts on the frontiers. He ſaid he 
had obtained the number. He then mentioned what were in 
the different poſts. The total number was 1245 men. 

Mr. Williams ſaid, our troops were reduced laſt Year to 
3029 men; now it appeared from what had fallen from a gen- 
tleman onthe committee, their number was 2,500 men. Theſe 
would be ſufficient for three regiments z therefore the ſame 
number of men would be kept up as if the four regiments ' 
were retained. With reſpect to the number of officers. We 
had, he, ſaid, 32 companies of infantry, and. 16 companies of 
artillery and engineers; if the reduction propoſed were agreed 
to, there would be left 130 officers, If theſe were not ſuffici- 
ent for the garriſons, he did not know any thing of the buſin:ſs. 
But the gentleman from Maryland faid, the ſaving would not 
be ſo much as had been ſaid, How heeflimated he could not 
tell ; but he believed that by putting the ſame number of men 
in three regiments which were now in four, would be à gonſſ- 
derable ſaving. | | | 

With reſpect to the frontier, he ſaid we had no defence in 
New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts, or Vermont, nor at New 
York, except at Oiwego, Niagara, and Detroit. This, he ſaid 
was a diſtance of between 5 and 600 miles. Nor did he 
think they were neceflary, though there were ſeveral tribes of 
Indians in that quarter. Nor did he think a ſmall poſt any 
defence againſt Indians; if they were to prove troubleſome, 
the militia was the beſt defence, | 
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He did not ſee the uſe of keeping officers, when we had no 


occation for them. Let us, ſaid he, do equal juſtice. If they 
were not wanted, he had no objection to giving them a gra- 
tuity, but he had an objection to keeping them in pay, when 
the ſervice did not require them. He hoped, the amend, 
ment would be agreed to. 

Mr. Gallatin faid he would not have brought the queſtion 
once more before the Houle, had he thought the reduction 
of expence a trifling one; it he had not thought that the 
military eſtabliſhment was the moſt expenſive he had almoſt 
ſaid the moſt extravagant eſtabliſhment in the Government, 
Vet, he ſaid, they were told they had no right to think upon 
the ſubject, becauſe military men told us they were wanted. 

Mr. G. ſaid if he underſtood the gentleman of the com- 
mittee, it was a mere matter of opinion as to the number of 
men to be kept up: and if it was a matter of opinion, it was 
not ſtrictly neceffary, becauſe if neceſſary it was no longer 
a matter of opinion. 8 ng | 

As to the reduction which had heretofore taken place, not · 
withſtanding what had fallen from the gentleman from Mary. 
land, (Mr. S. Smith) the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts (Mr, 
Thatcher) was pretty nearly right. If his memory was right, 
when the ſubject was laſt under diſcuſſion, the number of men 
in actual ſervice was 3,500, though the nominal eſtabliſhment 
was 6,000. It was then concluded that all the men which 
remained on the iſt of July ſhould be retained in the new eſ- 
tablithment, which, as the time of about 400 would then ex- 
pire, left 3, 100 effective men, or thereabouts, So that the re- 
duction was more nominal, than real. Tx | 

Mr. G. withed to know if any reaſon could be given wi 
we ſhould have more traops now, than before the Indian war? 
He meant excluſively of the artillery and engineers which 
were meant for the ſea-coait. | 
- He then mentioned ſome poſts where. he thought there 

would be na neceſſity for garriſons : It was well underſtood, 
he ſaid, that the poſſeſſion of the poſts lately held by the Bri- 
tiſh, would curb the Indians. He hoped they ſhould have 
ſome benefit from the Britith treaty, and if there was any 
one, it was to be ſecure, ſo far as related to the poſts occupied 
by the Britiſh, without being obliged to keep up ſo large a 
number of troops as before. eo 

As to the idea ſuggeſted by the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Preſton) that the preſent was a ſaving of pence, to prove 
it was ſomething more, he would call the attention of the 
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Houſe to the expence-of the different years from I7.91,. to 
1795- The yeas 1790 and 1791, he ſaid, we were in much 
the ſame ſituation as now. There was actual hoſtility at the 
time, but it was not ſo ſerious, as afterwards. In 1790, he 
tound the expence was 291,000 dollars; in 1791, 520,000 3 
in 1792, which was the year in which General Sinclair was 
defeated, 974, ooo; in 1793, 1, 1 20, 00; in 1794 and 1795, 
after deducting the expence of the weſtern inſurrection and 
harbours, from 1,700,000 to 1,800,000; in 1796, 1, 300, ooo; 
and that eſtimated for 1797, 1,200,000 do - 4 Tar 
It this expence, he ſaid, was compared with the general ex- 
pences of the government, it would be found to be five 
ſxths of the whole: and therefore, if they meant to make 
any retrenchments, this was the object in which they ſhould 
attempt them. | ST Re | 
Iſthe average expence of 1790 and 1791, was compared 
with that of 1796 and .17974 the former would be found 
about 400,000 dollars, whilſt the latter was from 12 to 
zoo, ooo, ſurely then, there was room for retrenchment. 
It was true, as had been ſuggeſted by the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. S. Smith) that many retrenchments might 
uke place in the quarter maſter's and ſome other depart- 
ments, He ſhould certainly fupport hit in thoſe deductions, 
when they ſhould came under conſideration ; but, an inten- 
tion of ſaving in detail, 2. wy not to prevent them, he ſaid, 
from ſaving * the principle. | 
That gentleman, was, however, miſtaken with reſpe& to 
lis ſaving in the naval eſtabliſhment ; for, ſuppoſing the fri- 
ntes would not have more than four months pay, he had 
omitted to take notice that there was yet required to finiſh the 
frigates about 200,000 dollars. De 
Conſidering, therefore, that under the head of the military 
eſtabliſhment, the principal deductions muſt be made, he ho- 
ped the amendment would preyail. - 1 
Mr. Hartley again requeſted gentlemen to conſider that 
tnefly avas the beſt policy, as the old adage ſays, and while we 
pay proper reſpect in our conduct to our officers, they will 
not forget us when calling for their ſervice. He would can» 
idly aſk gentlemen whether the laſt ſeſſion the army was not 
put on a peace eſtabliſhment.  'The Exccutive_ had, now or- 
lered the army to be organized upon that order, and now for 
a counter order to take place almoſt before the old one was 
eſtabliſhed, were they free from alarm he would aK? Af 


( 238 ) 
ter the poſts are all occupied, and there ſhould appear a fu. 


| pluſſage then would be the time to diſband. 


The queſtion was then taken by yeas and nays for the re, 


duction of the four regiments to three, and carried. 


Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 


Andrew Gregg, 


| Nays 39 
Thoſe who voted in an affirmative are, 

Theodorus Bailey, George Jackſon, _. 
Abraham Bald win, Matthew Locke; 
Thomas Blount, * Samuel Lyman, 
Richard Brent, Samuel Maclay, 
Nathan Bryan, Nathaniel Macon, 
Daniel Buck, John Milledge, * 
Demſey Burges, Andrew Moore, 
Samuel J. Cabell, Anthon New, 
Thomas Chiborne, Robert. utherford, 

ohn Clopton, John 8. Sherborne | 

ſaac Coles, Tompſon ]. Skinner, 1 

eſſe Franklin, Jeremiah Smith, 

athaniel Freeman, jun. Iſrael Smith, 

Albert Gallatin; _ | Richard Sprigg, jun. 
Chriſtopher Greenup, William Srudwick, 
William B. Grove, ohn Swanwick, ' 
e Hampton, ephaniah wi, | 

Carter B. Harriſon, George Thatcher, 

ohn Hawthorn, Joſeph B. Varnum, 

onathan N. Havens, Abraham Venable, 
James Holland, John Williams, and 
Andrew Jackſon, Richard * a 
Thoſe who voted i in the negative, are, 

Fiſher Ames, William Lyman, 
Theophilus Bradbury, Francis Malbone, | 
Gabriel Chriſtie, © F. A. Mublenberg, 
Joſhua Coit, William Vans Murray, 
William Cooper, Alexander D. Orr, 
William Craik, John Page, ; 
James Davenport, Jaan Farker, 
George Dent, ohn Patten, 

Abiel Foſter, Eliſha R. Potter, 
Dwight Foſter, Francis Preſton, 
Fzektel Gitbert, John Reed, 


Samuel Sitgreaves, 


Nathaniel Smith, 


Samuel Smith, 


ww. 
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Roger Griſwold, William Smith, 


orge Hencock, / 21 Thomaz, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, ark Thompſon, 
homas Hartley, Jusahm E. Van Allen, and 
homas Henderſon, Peleg Wadſworth. 


john Wilkes Kittera, 

Mr. Murray made a motion to reſtore the two companies 
flight dragoons. When the motion to ſtrike theſe out was 
reed to, it was contemplated, he ſaid, to retain the four 
giments of infantry ; now one regiment had been ſtruck out, 
ere might be gentlemen who would wiſh to have the dra- 
ons kept up. He owned he was of that opinion. 

Mr. Sitgreaves called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Holland thought there was no neceſſity for theſe | 
wops, Georgia was as ſecure, and had ſoldiers in (garriſon, as 
ell as the other frontiers z he ſuppoſed the member from 
eorgia voted for the reduction, for the purpoſe of hoving | 
tole horſe kept. 
Mr. Milledge ſaid he was Kill of the ſame e before, 
the great neceſſity of the dragoons being kept up on that 
rontier ; if poſts were neceſſary there, he ſaid, dragoons 
re alſo neceſſary. He knew it would be great expence, 
ud he was as much as poflible for retrenching expence, but 
vt at the hazard which a want of proper ſecurity in that 
urter, would run. If any diſturbance with, or inroads 
om the Indians in that quarter ſhould occur, what would 
re that expeditious check which dragoons could when our 
ſts are 25 miles aſunder, and our frontier extends 300 
les. It was well known that we might be one day upon 
e beſt terms, and perhaps the next at war. From theſe 
as he would leave gentlemen to judge whether they did 
ot require expeditious movements. 

Mr. Gallatin faid he knew not how a motion of this kind 
uld de made, when the 9 was put on the words as 
mended. . 

The Speaker explained. 

The queſtion was then put to reſtore the dragoons, and 


Yeas 18 
Nays 64. 
Thoſe who voted in the affirmative are, 
draham Baldwin, Thomas Hartley, 
\illiam Cooper, John Wilkes Kittera, 


William Craik, | Francis Malbone, 
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James Davenport, go pw Milledge, _ _ 55 
Dwight Foſter, F. A. Muhlenberg, p: 
Ezekiel Gilbert, William Vans Murray, tl 
Henry Glen, „ Wag Sr 
Chauncey Goodrich, Samuel Sitgreaves, and 
Robert 'Goodloe H $ William Sar. WOE 
" — Thoſe who yore tt the negative are, * b) 
Theodorus Bailey, Wilham Lyman, | 
Thomas Blount, - Samuel Maclay, 1 
Theophilus Bradbury, Nathaniel Macon, M 
Richard Brent, Andrew Moore, pa 
Nathan Bryan, Anthopy New, 
Daniel Buck, John Nicholas, * 
Demſey Burges, Alexander D. Orr, 2 2 
Samuel J. Cabell, | Jofiah Parker, 
Gabriel Chriſtie, mr,” 
Thomas Claiborne, * tha R. Potter, © M" 
ohn Clopton, | Francis Preſton, "MM 
Jens 1 | John Red, C1 
Ifaac Coles, Robert Rutherford, ſt 
ge Dent, John 8. Sherburne, vi 
William Findley, - - Jeremiab'Sutith,  ' _ 2 
Abiel Foſter, Nathaniel Stnith, _ 
Jeſſe Franklin, Tſrael Smith, lo 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Samuel Smith, Sir} ton 
Albert Gallatin, ' Richard Sprigg, jun. 
Chriſtopher Greenup, William Strudwick, ia 
Roger Griſwold, ___  John'Swanwick, | =_— by 
William B. Grove, Zephaniah Swift, - _ I. 
George Hancock, George Thatcher, 15 
Carter B. Harriſon, Richard Thomas, fq 
John Hathorn, Mark Thomfon, | 
Jonathan N. Havens, John E. Van Allen, 
Thomas Henderſon, Philip Van Cortlandt, 18 
James Holland, Joſeph B. Varnum, © 
Andrew Jackſon, Abraham, Venable, | * 
George Jackſon, Peleg Wadſworth, dra 
Matthew Locke, John Williams, and ud 
Samuel Lyman. Richard Winn. the 


And then the main queſtion being taken, that the Houſe doffſ 
agree to the ſaid firſt refolution, amended to read as follow- In 
eth 


Reſolved, That all ſuch parts of the act, intituled « An at 
to aſcertain and fix the military cſtabliſhment of the United 
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States,“ which relate to the light dragoons, ought to be re- 
pzaled z and that the four regiments of ne be reduced to 
three.“ 

It was reſolved in the affirmative. 

The fecond, third, fourth, fifth, and ſixth reſolutions — 
read, were, on the — ſeverally put thereupon, agreed to 
by the Houſe. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought i in, purſuant to the 
fud reſolutions 3 ; and that Mr. Samuel Smith, Mr. Hartley, 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Van Cortlandt, and Mr. Dearborn, do . 
pare, and bring in the ſame. 

The Houſe, on motion of Mr. Dent, reſolved itſelf | — a 
committee of the whole on the bill for regulation of pilots 
within the hay and river of the Cheſapeak, Mr. Muhlenberg 
in the chair; When 

Mr. Swanwick briefly ſtated the e operation of 
this bill, which was to give equal privileges to Virginia and 
Maryland pilots, with reſpect to bringing in veſſels into the 
Cheſapeake. This application was founded on this circum- 
ſtance, viz. that Maryland pilots went out farther to ſea than 
Virginia pilots, to meet veſſels, and were frequently called on 
to pilot veſſels belonging to Virginia, but not being allowed 
any thing for this pilowge, the Virginia pilots taking poſ- 
{cflion of any veſſel — in by ſuch a Maryland pilet into 
tic Cheſapeake, re receiving all the advantages of the pilot- 
age. This practic equently bad the this effect. - Mary- 
and pilots, omar 7 os in the greateſt diſtreſs, wouid 
rot come on board, ſo that many had been loſt, for want of 
pilots, as the Virginia pilots ſcarcely ever went out to. fea. 
The bill went to direct the board of pilots to grant Pornerd or on 
equal terms-ro Maryland and Virginia pilots. + 

Mr. Parker confirmed this ſtatement. 

Mr. Coit objected to the principle, from doubts. whaher 
they had a right to direct the affairs, of a ſlate government to 
do certain acts. 

Mr. S. Smith thought theſe officers might be direfted to 
grant licences to theſe pilots on the ſame ground that the 
judges and juſtices, af ſtates are directed to do the buſineſs of 

de United States. | | 
ſe do Mr. Sitgreaves did not allow theanglogy of the two. cafes. 
low-M in 1739, he ſaid, there was a ſimilar caſe. When it was 
neceſſary to provide for the-ſafe keeping of the priſoners of 
WM the Unized Send in the . w ben N * 
A 18 


. 
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not paſs a lau / oh the ſubject, but paſſed a reſolutſon, requeſi- 

ing the ſeveral ſtates to paſs laws to provide for the caſe. | | 
Mr. Nicholas thought the duty might as well be done, not 

by direCting the officers to perform the duty, but by permit. W * 

ting them to doit. He thought this mode would ſteer clear f 

of the objection. t 
The committee roſe, and had leave to fit again. 


Adjonrned- 7 . 
Wedneſday, January 25+ 

Mr. Parker, from Sage, Fore „ the ſixteenth I 
ultimo, to enquire into the fate of the naval equipment, or- 
dered by former acts of Congreſs; and whether any, and 
what other naval force is neceſſary for the protection of the 
commerce of the United States, and the ſupport of their flag, 
made a report, which was read, and ordered to be committed 
to a committee of the whole Houſe, on Monday next. 

Mr. Dwight Foſter, from the committee of claims, to 
whom were referred the petitions of Arnold Martin, and 83. 
rah, his wife, late widow of James Mugford, deceafed, and 
of Jonathan Haynes, made reports, which were read, and 
conſidered : whereupon; 
; Reſolved, That the prayer ofthe petitions of the ſaid Ar-. P! 
nold Martin, and Sarah, his wife, and Jonathan Haynes, can-W *" 
not be granted. 

A meſſage from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their ſecretary. 

Mr. Speaker The Senate have diſagreed to the amendment 1 

propoſed by this Houſe, to the bill ſent from the Senate, in- ch 
Euled « An act giving effect to the laws of the United States, I be 
within the ſtate of Tenneſſee.“ "= 

On motion of Mr. Venable, the unfiniſhed buſineſs, of yel- 
terday was poſtponed, in order to take up the report of the 
committee of elections on the election of Joſeph Bradley Var- 
num, which was, as we have before ſtated, in favour of the 
ſitting member. Ir is alſo ſtated not only that his conduct 
had been fair and regular throughout the whole buſineſs, but Th 


that the object of the petitioners was © rather the effet? of of ws De 
volence than from a <viſh of promoting the public good.” Jot 
Mr. Coit moved to ſtrike out the words K in lala. Wi 
He doubted the propriety of the Houſe paſſing a cenſure ot W. 
the kind propoſed upon the ne and thoſe who top Sa 
ed them. Jat 

e 


This motion cauſed a debate which occupied the remait 
der of this day's fitting, which as it was in ſome degree of Ge 
N and local nature, will not be given in detail. 
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The motion to ſtrike out the words in queſtion, was ſup- 
ported by the mover Meſſrs. Thatcher, Bradbury, Sitgreaves, 
Craik, N. Smith, Cooper, Murray, Sewall, Harper, B. Foſ- 
ter and Williams; and oppoſed by Meſſ. V=nable, Swanwick, 
W. Lyman, Nicholas, Dearborn, Rutherford, Baldwin, Chriſ- 
tie, Holland, Madiſon, and Brent. | os 

The principal ground upon which the motion was ſupport- 
ed was, that the committee of election had no buſineſs to ſcru- 
tinize the motives of petitioners ; that their motives had no- 
thing to do with the legality or illegality of elections; that 
they ought to repoxt that a petition had foundation, or it had 
not; that that Houſe had no right to take upon them to 
judge upon motives and characters: It was ſaid, an the other 
hand, that the charges in the petition were 1o notoriouſly 
falſe and malicious as to call for ſome other notice than bare- 
ly to ſay they were unfounded, and that it was neceflary to 
put a check upon ſuch gutrageous attacks upon members of 
that Houſe, by ſome ſuch notice as was reported, in order to 
prevent them in future, 9 | | 

The yeas and nays were called for upon this queſtion, and 
all the papers relative to the buſineſs were read. This took 
place towards the concluſion of the buſineſs, and ſo exhauſted 
was the patience of the Houſe, that four different motions 
were made and negatived for adjournment. 

At length, Mr. Coit offered a ſubſtitute for his former mo- 
tion, viz. to ſtrike out the words in Italic, in order to inſert 
theſe words, « that the conduct of the fitting member has 
been fair and honourable throughout the whole tranſaction? 
—This motion was put and reſolved in the affirmative. 


Yeas 44 
Nays 28 


Thoſe who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Theophilus Bradbury, John Hathorn, 
Demſey Burges, | Thomas Henderſon, 
Joſhua Coit, ' | William Hindman, 
William Cooper, George Jackſon, 
William Craik, - Samuel Lyman, 
Samuel W. Dana, William Vans Murray, 
James Davenport, Anthony New, ry 
Henry Dearborn, Eliſha N. Potter, 
George Ege, John Reed, 

Abiel Foſter, Samuel Sewall, 
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Thurſday, 


Fanuary 26. 
The meſſage from the Senate of Wedneſday was read, fig- th 
c 


Dwight Foſter, Samuel Sitgreaves, l 
Jeſſe Franklin, Nathaniel Smith, x 
Ezekiel Gilbert, Iſaac Smith, 

James Gilleſpie, William Smith, l 
Henry Glen, William Strud wick, 4 
Chauncey Goodrich, George Thatcher, « 
Chriſtopher Greenup, Richard Thomas, 4 
Roger Griſwold, John E. Van Allen, 1 
William B. Grove, | Philip Van Cortlandt, 
George Hancock, Peleg Wadſworth, 1 
Robert Goodloe Harper, John Williams, and vn 
Carter B. Harriſon, Richard Winn. ; 
Thoſe who voted in the negative are, : 
'Theodorus Bailey, Andrew Jackſon, m 
Abraham Baldwin, William Lyman, * 
Thomas Blount, Samuel Maclay, * 
Richard Brent, Nathaniel Macon, * 
Nathan Bryan, John Milledge, 5 be 
Samuel ]. Cabell, Andrew Moore, 1 
Gabriel Chriſtie, F. A. Mühlenberg, | * 
Thomas Claiborne, John Nicholas, | 
John Clopton, Alexander D. Orr, Ur 
George Dent, John Page, $1 208 
Albert Gallatin, Joſiah Parker, rw 
Andrew Gregg, John Patten, _ PE _ 
Jonathan N. Havens, Francis Preſton, ana 4 
James Holland, John Swanwick. * = 
Adjourned at four o'clock. 118 = 


nifying their diſſent from the amendment made in altering the 
ſalary of the Judge of the ſtate of Tenneſſee, from 1000 to e 


800 dollars per annum, being part of the act for giving force per: 
to the laws of the United States in that ſtate. 

It was moved that the conſideration of the ſame be' now 
taken up, Ayes 22, Noes 22, the ſpeaker decided in the affix- © Pr. 


: mative. 


Mr. Sitgreaves was originally a ſupporter of the larger ſa 


6. \ 


lary, from a conviction that 800 dolters would be inadequate lpe; 
to the expences of the office, or the reſpectability of talent and i PO 


character required to fill it; he ſhould expect that the expences 
of travelling acroſs the wilderneſs and opening the ſeveral terms 
at the ſcaſons required by 128 were fuch as ed 2 . 
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ſtrate of ſo neceſſary and reſpottable a deſcription to wean 


compenſation. 

lr. Wathams had cally oppoſed. the ſalary of 1000 dol- 
lars, becauſe he conſidered 800 as ſuthcient for the duties that 
were to be performed as to the price of the neceſſaries of lite, 
he believed that. the argument went tor nothing, fince it was 
very well known that they were much cheaper in the Len- 
ncuce country than. in, moſt, other ſtates, where the ſalarics 
were not higner 1 than the greater ſum; and there were ſome 
of the itates, the Judges of which had no more than 800 
dolla s. 

Mr. Thatcher had ſupported the ſalary of 1000 o dollars be- 
forc, and he did not {ce the juſtice of arguing that the duties 
of che office were ſuch, becauſe the fame qualitications are ne- 
ceilary for the office, and the lame expences are incurred, 
wuctucr the zudg ze A to decide upon three cauſes, or three 
hundi dd. 

Mr. Gilbert ſaid, that it appeared to him that i= could 
be no reaſon for giving the Judge « ot — a larger Galary 
than that of Vermont. 

Mr. 5. Smith ſaid that Vermont was the only ſtate in the 
Union where the judge had leis than 1000 dollars; and it did 
not appear to him as fair to argue for the preient time upon 
an eitablithmcat that had taken place at a Period * the 
neceliaries of lite were cheaper. 

Mr. Nicholas was detfirous of practiſing economy as 88 as 
any one in the diſtribution of the public's property, at did not 
ſee that it would be money miſpent in allowing a competent 
ſalary on the preſent occaſion. 

Mr. Coit ſaid that gentlemen had formed their notions of 
the-{alary that ſhould be given to magiſtrates of importance 
upon incorrect views, of the merits ot the caſe; the claſs of 
perlons from which they are taken, it muſt be conſidered, de- 
rive a large income by profeilional duties, and a profeſſion 
too whote members arc generally deſirous after a tew years 
practice of retiring from: its fatigues; the office of judge there- 
tore muit be conlulered as a kind of ſinecure. 

Mr. gitgrcaves noticed the oblervations of the previous 
ſpeakers, and 1aid that it was entirely immaterial whether in 
point of juitice to the magutrate he tried many or no cauſes, 
it he was taken from a proteſſion whereby he derived a com- 
petent ſupport tor. himſelf and his family: as to perſons of the 
legal protefhon wiſhing to retire from buſineſs, he eren it 
was their with i in common with every other profetlion; the 
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expence of living had been Taid to be cheaper, and the dutic 


few, but he would aſk if the ſeſſions muſt not be opened 
the judge at the places appointed by law at the ftated periods 
wi theſe points are remote, he did not fee then but labour 

eater on a profeſional man to tnake thofe journeys, than 
the 4 vr duties themfelves, and it would not be ſaid that the 
expence was lefs. ' | 
On motion for reſuming the, bill with the lrger ſum, a 

rr; upon by che ſenate, the N divided, Ayes 33— 

oes 39 

The houſe, therefore, inſiſted upon their emeadaaity and 
returned the bill to the ſenate; it afterwards came from 
thence, with notice that they had receded from their amend- 
ment. 

A report was received fron the commiſſioners of the fink- 
ing fund, incloſing a report from the ſecretary of the treaſu, 
ry to them, giving an account of the ſales of public property i 
conſequence of the act paſſed laſt ſeffion for making proviliog 
for the payment of certain debts of the United States. By 
which it appears that 2160 ſhares of the ſtock of the bank of 
the United States, belonging to the United States, have been 
fold on a credit of 60 days, without intereſt, at the rate of 2500 
dollars per ſhare, or 25 per cent. above the original coſt. "That 
the money received had been placed to the credit of the Uni- 
ted States with the bank; that there had been ſold of the 6 

cent ſtock to the amount of 1,200,000 dollars, which had 

— applied to diſcharge ſundry obligations of the United 
States therein ſpecified; The report was referred to the com- 
mittee of _ and means. 

Mr. Dwight Fofter, from the committee of N RY 
reports on the petitions of Samuel Morrell, and Mehetabel 
Baker, which were againſt the Fee: and Fancurreg! in 
by the houſe. © 
Mr. Patten preſented a petition from John Brown, a fold 
in the late war, praying for relief. | 

Mr. Clopton prefented a ſimilar petition from John Val 
tine. 

Nr. New preſented the petition of Preſley: Thornton, 
captain in the late war. a 

All which petitions were referred to the committee ot 
claims. 

Mr. Kitchell moyed that the report of the committee ol 
| claims on the petition-of Allete Bogert, not acted 1 
be referred back to that committee. 
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Mr. Dearborn moved the unfiniſhed buſineſs to be * 
zoned, to take up the Militia bill. | 

Mr. Thatcher wiſhed the bill for regulating poſt-offices and 
poſt-roads to be taken' up. 

Mr. W. Smith hoped the report on the ſubject A 
priations for the year 1797, would be entered upon. 

Mr. Gallatin thought it would be beſt to take up the re- 
port of the committee on the ſubject of compenſation. 

It was at length agreed that the laſt ſubject ſhquld be taken 
wp, and the houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf i into a communes 
of the whole upon that ſubje&t: 

Mr. Muhlenberg in the clit; the following report being 
read, viz. 

66 That, in the opinion of the committee, the e 
tions allowed by law, to the ſeeretary at war, and attorn 
general, ought to be augmented by an additional com 
tion of five hundred dollars per annum, to each of the ſaid of. 
ficers, and to commence on the iſt day of January, 1797. 

« 'That, in the opinion of the committee, an addition of 
falary for the year 1797, ought to be allowed to each of the 
following officers, v 

The ſecretary of ſtate, the frogs of the vreaſury, the 
ſecretary of the department of war, the attorney-general, the 
poſt-maſter-general, the treaſurer, the comptroller of the trea- 
fury, the commiſſioner of the revenue, the auditor, the 
ter, the aſſiſtant poſt-maſter-general, and the keeper of ailitury 
ſtores; and that ſuch addition of ſalary ought to be at the rate 
of 25 per cent on the amount of the prefent compenſation al- 
lowed by law, to each of the ſaid officers, reſpectively. 

« That, in the opinion of the committee, the act intituled 
« an act to regulate the compenſation of clerks,” paſſed the 
13th of May 1796, ought to be continued _ the yo 
1797, and no longer. | 

That, in the opinion of the committee, an additional com- 
8 ought to be made, for the year 1797, to each of 

e loan officers of the ſtates of Maſſachuſetts and New-York; 
and that each of the faid officers ought to be allowed the 
further ſum of three hundred and ſeyenty-five dollars, for 
the preſent year, and likewiſe three hundred dollars to be 
diſtributed, at their diſcretion, among the clerks in their reſ- 
pective offices, in addition to the compenſations heretofore 
allowed by law, to the ſaid clerks and xhat the ſum of one 
hundred and twenty dollars, ought to be allowed to the loan 
officer of the ſtate of Penafytvenia, to be, in like manner, 


— 
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diſtributed among the clerks i in 77 office, for the 8 


ear.” 


The firſt clauſe being EY fry OA OR ues 
Mr. Dearborn (the 54: from of the ſelect — ae 
the reaſons which had induced the committer to recommend 
an advance in the ſalaries of the ſecretary at war and attorney 
general were, that they boy appeared too low,when' compared to 
thoſe of other officers. © hey: could ſee no reafon why the 


ſecretary! of war ſhould not have three thouſand five hun- 


. dollars, as well as the ſecretary. of ſtate and the ſecre- 
of the treaſury, ſince they believed the bufineſs was 
_ all reſpects equal to cher: of the other ſecretaries. They 
thought alſo that 1, 900 dollars was not a ſum equal to the ſer- 
vices of the attorney general, ſince the abilities and. character 
required for that office were of the firſt kind; nor in mor 
tion to the pay of other officers of government. Th 
the reaſons, Mr. D. ſaid, which Had operated with ho com- 
mittee to propoſe theſe permanent additions to the ſalaries of 
che two officers in queſtion. They were afterwards included 
with the other officers, upon whole ſalaries an advance of 2; 
py cent. was Teoyoleg on account of the preſent __ price 


1. Rutherford hope they ſhould not concurwith thers 
port of the committee. He thought it an improper time to 
go into the propoſed. advances of ſalary. He believed gentle- 
men drew their opinions of the neceſſity of doing this 
from the preſent immenſe circulation of money; but this, he 
faid, would not continue to be the caſe ; they mighꝭ expeli 
money would appreciate. Theſe advances would prove very 
diſagreeable to the people at large; they were inconſiſtent, 
and an outrage on common ſenſe, right reaſon, and juſtice: 
If they had it in their power to raiſe the ſalaries of every. per 
ſon in their employ, it would give him pleaſure; but how 
would it look to the people to do it at this time, when 
our finances required economy i They would not like it, 
and he ſhould therefore oi the meafure his decided args 
tive. 

Mr. Thatcher ede tothe propoſed advances. Whed 
ſalaries wereHixed; he deubted not, they were fixed 2 

to their relative importance, and according to the $ 
wb would have to tranſa&. As it was probable the expen- 
ces of living would not always be ſo high as at preſent, he 
thought any allowance made theſt officers ſhould be for. a'hie 
mited time! Until he heard ſonwreafons for cheſe advances 
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(tor he had not diſtinctly heard his colleague) he ſhould vote 
againſt them. N 5 | 
Nr. Murray believed-little could be added to what had 
been offered by the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts, (Mr. Dear 
born) as the reaſons for the advance in queſtion. —He believ- 
ed the committeg were unanimous in their opinion of the pro- 
priety of making the ſalary of the ſecretary of the war de- 
partment equal to that of the other two ſecretaries, He did 
not therefore anticipate any objections to this propoſition.” It 
would be invidious, he ſaid, to go into a compariſon of the 
buſineſs of the ſeveral departments; but he thought He might 
with propriety ſay; that the buſineſs of the war department was 
25 important and laborious as that of any of the other depart- 
ments. It was, therefore, always ſtrange to him that the ſa- 
lary of the ſecretary of that department ſhould beleſs than the 
other ſecretaries. He never heard any reaſon for it z and he 
could not doubt, when gentlemen eoniſidered the importance 
of the office, and the labour which he had to go through, par- 
ticularly ſince the ſyſtem of civilization with reſpect to the In- 
dians had been adopted, they would not heſitate in voting for 
the report. | HI S308 

With reſpect to the attorney general, he ſuppoſed, when his 
falary was fixed, that it had been made low, from a conſidera- 
tion that he would be able to make 'up the deficiency from his 
practice at the bar; it was true, this might have been the caſe; 
bur being generally drawn from a diſtance, and of courſe a 


ſtranger at the ſeat of government, he would always have 


many difficulties to overcome before it could be ſuppoſed he 
would have much butingF'in his profeſſion. He might now 
and then meet with caſes in the ſupreme court; but could not 
expect to meet with buſineſs to afford him any conſiderable 
profit. And ſurely, ſaid Mr. M. a man, whoſe opinion was 


the guide of government, in many of its important rhove- . 


ments, ſhould have a ſum allowed for his ſervices that ſhould 


— 


at leaſt be equal to maintenance. Ambition, it was true, might 
induce men to accept of ſuch an office; but he aſked if it was 
proper, or reputable to government, that an officer of ſuch im- 


portance in the government, ſhould be obliged to have recourſe 


to his own private fortune to ſupply the deficiency of his ſa- 
lary; for every one knew how far 19080 dollars would go in 
maintaining a family in Philadelphia? 3 . 
The additional falary propoſed for theſe two officers, were 
the only permanent additions contemplated in the report, and 
he org they would be deemed reaſonable and proper? 
Vol. II. T i 
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(23 
Mr. S. Smith faid, he believed it would be eaſy to give 3 
reaſon why the ſalary of the ſecretary of war was not made 
equal to that of the other ſecretaries. At the time theſe ſa- 
laries were fixed, tle buſineſs of that office was not what it is 
now: he believed they had only one regiment: at that time. 
That officer had now an infinity of buſinefs, vhich he had not 
then, which was good reaſon for the propoſed advance; The 
Naval Eſtabliſhment, he faid, would alfo add to the duties of 
that office. With reſpect to the attorney general, his col- 
league, he thought, had given good reaſon why his ſalary 
ſhould be advanced. One 1 nine humdred dollars, he 
ſaid, would not be more than a fourth part of the expence 
which ſuch an officer would be put to in living at the ſeat of 
government. So that if his ſalary were advanced, as propoſ. 
ed, he would ſtill have to encroach upon his private fortune 
for a maintenance. == LLC» OT LRES | 
Mr. Holland doubted not, that when the falaries of their 
reſpective officers were fixed, they were apportioned accord- 
ing to their feveral duties. He was not well enough acquaint- 
ed with the duties of the different offices to form a correct 
judgment on the ſubject; but if they were fixed right, he faw 
no occaſion for altering them. The attorney general had re- 
ceived conſiderable additions to his ſalary fince it was firſt eſt 
bliſhed. It had been faid the private bufineſs of an attorney 
general was injured by undertaking that office. He'did not 
know how this might be'in the general government, but inthe 
ſtate governments it was very different, ſuch an office gave a 
man conſequence in the public opim̃on. He believed this 
would be the caſe with reſpect tothe attorney general, if he 
had time to ſpare. With reſpect to the ſecretary of Var, he 
thought it a little odd that now, in a time of peace, an in 
of ſalary ſhould be aſked. Something had been faid of the 
naval eſtabliſhment adding to his duty; he hoped that eſta- 
bliſhment would not afford him much buſineſs.” He ſhould 
certainly be oppoſed to troubling him much on that account. 
He hoped the report would-not be agreed to. OW 
Mr. Nicholas faid thggdvance now propoſed, was different 
from raiſing of ſalaries in general. He believed the ſalary of 
the attorney general was fixed at ſo low a fum from an idea of 


his getting buſineſs; but it muſt be known that a ſtranger 


would have little chance of entering into practice on his arri- 
val at the ſeat of government. If the office was neceffary (and 
he believed no one would difpute that) it was neceſfary to 
raiſe his falary. ; N 
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Mr. N. ſaid he was doubtful whether the byſineſs of the 
ſecretary at war was equal to that of the other ſecretaries ; 
but he thought the public ſervice and intereſt would be pro- 


moted by ing this ſalary equal to the others, as it would 


do away that defire of change. which at preſent exiſted, on ac- 
count of the difference of ſalary. He thould, therefore, yote 
for this part of the repoxt, but ſhould be oppoſcd to the other 
parts of it. Ga"; 4 
Mr. Hartley faid the committee could ngt fee any ſolid rea- 
ſon why the 1ecretary of war ſhould be leſs than the other two 
ſecretaries. The attorney general, he ſaid, was cut off, by 


the duties of his office, from taking circuits in the country, 


Indeed he believed, he had not much time to attend to any 
other buſineſs than that of government. Fees he: got none, 
He, therefore, depended on his ſalary. He was 2 ſtranger, 
and as government was likely ſhortly to be removed, he would 
be looked upon merely ag a temporary reſident, and would 
pate ON. that grpounts be likely to obtain much ſteady buli- 
ne 

Mr. Thatcher wiſhed the preſent ſubject had been put off 
till next ſeſſion. At a time when they were embarraſſed for 
want of money, he thought they ought nat to be advancing 
falaries. He ſa no reaſon, if they agreed to this report, why 


» 5 


they ſhould not extend the advance to themſzlves. No offi- 


cers ſuffered more from the depreciation af money thap that 
Houſe and the Senate. The arguments of the gentleman 


from Maryland, for adyancing the falary of the ſecretary of 
war, went to the docking that of the other ſecretaries. He 


ſaw no juſtice in aygemengin one and not the pther. Hlefor 
no objection to the 1 of the attorney general being raiſed, 
if he had a e Ops e require this; but 
ſtill he was ſorry the ſubject was now brought forward. The 
fears which they at preſent entertained of a defalcation of ree 
venue ap account of the hoſtile diſpoſitions of foreign powers 
might not be realized, and in that caſe, they ſhould feel more 
diſpoſed to be liberal, He, therefore, moved the committee 
1 | | 
\ The queſtion for the committee riſing, was put and negar 
tived, there being only 28 votes in favour it. | : 
Mr. Brent ſaid the | of the committee would, perhaps, 
be more fairly taken, if the queſtion was divided; for though 
he thought it no more than right that the ſalary of the fecre- 
tary of war ſhould be advanced, yet he did not thinꝶ it ſo ne- 
ceſſary as that of the attorney. general, It had been juſtly ob- 
er ved, that when the ſalary of this officer was fixed, it was 
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probably from an idea that he would get buſineſs in his pro» 


feſſion; but, notwithſtanding ſome of the higheſt law cha- 
racters in the country had filled that office, he believed they 
had never had much buſineſs beſides that of their office. He 
{aid there was no office under government of greater impor- 


tance than this, and it duties ought, in ſome degree, to be re- 


quited, The income of the preſent Attorney General, from: 


his profeſſion, he well knew, before he entered upon his of- 
fice, was more than double his preſent ſalary. He hoped, 
therefore, whatever might be done with reſpect to the Secre- 
tary of War, the pay of the Attorney General would be in- 
creaſed. N | 2 A ere 4 NY 

Mr. Harper believed, without entering into a campariſon' 
between the duties of the different officers of government; 
other views of the ſubje& might thew the juſtice of the pro- 
poſed advance. He truſted no objection would be made to the 
advance of the Secretary of War equal to the other Secreta- 
ries. It was certain none of the officers of government could 
he diſcharged without a conſtant reſidence at the ſeat of go- 
vernment; and, when a man left his home, it was of little im- 
portance whether he was employed an half or a whole day, 
or whether his duty was great or ſmall; he made the ſame fa- 
crifice, in one caſe as the other. Us, St 

With reſpect to the Attorney General, the preſent ſalary 
held out a fallacious expettation, of buſineſs independent of 
his office z whereas no man entering upon this office could ob- 
tain a practice of any conſequence, till he had held it at leaft 
for three or four years; becauſe, when buſineſs of this kind 
had. got into a channel, it required time to dert it. The 
Attorney General, Mr. H. ſaid, was an officer of govern- 
ment frequently called upon in public buſineſs, not only by 


tae Executive, bat by Congreſs, and this being of a para- 


mount nature, all other buſineſs muſt-yield to it. Therefore, 
a gentleman filling this office would not have time to attend 
to regular practice, ſince, to do that to any purpoſe, he ſhould 
always be to be found at his office or at court. An officer of 
this kind, Mr. Harper ſaid, ought to be ſo paid, as not to de- 
pend upon private buſineſs: for a living, His office was 
very important, and would requir: his mind to be whelly free 
from other concerns; as, except this were the cafe, public bu- 
ſineſs would never be done in a proper manner. He hoped, 
therefore, the report would be agreed to. _ 

Mr. Rutherford repeated his objection to agreeing to the 
report. He ſaid to advance the falaries as propoſed would be 
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o remedy a temporary evil, at the expence of a permanent 
one, and would be contrary to gepublican economy. 


Mr. Harper propoſed; by way of amendment, to make an 
Additional allowance of 1600 dollars, inſtead of 500, to the 
Attorney General, in order to make his ſalary 3,500 dollars, 
ſo as to be equal to the Secretary of State - and the Treaſury. 

This propoſition did not meet with a ſecond, 5 —— 
fell to the ground. 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid there WAS 0 welghr's in many of che 
— of gentlemen in favour of the firſt' clauſe of the 

Strong reaſons had been urged why the Secretary of 
War ſhould be put on a level with the Secretaries of the 
other departments, and, alſo for advancing the ſalary of the 
Attorney General. Though he did not think all the reafons 
which had been affered were of equal weight. One of the 
irguments uſed by the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Harper) was, that all the officers of government were obliged 
to leave their homes to reſide at the ſeat of government, and 
that it was not important to enquire what was their duties. 
Hedid not think this a good reaſon why the ſalaries in queſtion 
ſhould be advanced. It would apply to all the officers of go- 
ernment reſident at the ſeat'of government, to the Pokmaſ- 
ter, Comptroller of the Treaſury, and others. 

But, taking it for granted, that it was neceſſary to duke 
ſome diſtinction between the heads of departments and others, 
there was a fact ſtronger than any arguments uſed on the oc- 
aon. Our buſineſs, ſaid Mr. Gallatin, has been done, and 
been well done, under the proſent eſtabliſhment, If this 
vere a fact, until they found it neglected for want of a ſuf- 
ciency of ſalary, he thought they ſhould not inereaſe it. At 
ay rate, he thought they ought not to vote for this increaſo, 
when revenue' was ſo much wanted as at preſent. 

Without wiſhing to give it as general ſentiment, we ought, 
ad he, to conſider, on the preſent occaſion, the feelings of the 
people. Upon the ſubjects of granting of ſalaries and laying 
axes, theſe feelings ſhould be conſidered, becauſe the ſecurity 
of revenue-depended upon public opinion; and if once that 
vas unattended to with reſpect to raiſing of money, our ſitu- 
ion would be worſe than at preſent. - Evaſions would be 
made and fmuggling would be introduced. 

He believed the preſent prevailing opinion was, that the for 
laries of our officers were ſufficiently high. If this was ſo, he 
thought, at the moment they were about to reſort to direct 
axes, which would go to the pockets of every one, they 
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not to tell the people their opinion was ill founded. 
For this reaſon, and believing that no miſchief could ariſe i . 
from withholding this advance, ke ſhould vote 2ganſt thi WW 
part of the report. N 

Mr. Williams ſaid, when the ſalaries of theſe officers were 
eſtimated, Congreſs doubtleſs took into view the duties of 
each, and apportioned them accordingly. Since that time the 
buſineſs of the war department was much ' increaſed; and it 
was found that the Attorney General's dependence upon bu- 
fineſs, beſides what was connected with his office, was very 
uncertain. When the ſubjcct was before the committee, he 
was of opinion that the ſalaries of theſe two officers were too 
low; and it was well known that he was not in the hx 
bit of voting for the increafe of ſalaries. And he would af 
where there was # man who lived in Philadelphia, in the ſame 
ftle-in which it was expected that our Attorney ſhould live, 
that could maintain his family for 1900 dollars a year ? And 
i this could not be done, was it right that they ſhould expect 
their officer to encroach upon his own private fortune, whilt 
in the ſervice of government? He truſted not. Their q. 
ficers, he ſaid, ought not only to have a ſufficiency forahand- 
ſome maintenance, but ſomething more. He truſted, there- 
fore, the report would be agreed to. 

Mr. 5. Smith ſaid, the gentleman from Pennſylvania. (Mr. 
Gallatin) might with, by keeping down ſalaries, to ſhut out 
perſans from diſtant parts of the unjon, from the officeof go; 
vernment, and confine them to inhabitants of Pennſy]vatiy, Vote 
who would not labour under the diſadvantages of ftrangers; \ 
he, therefore, might not feel the ſubject ſa much as others. I He 
He believed the Preſident had found a difficulty in the 200 
offices of government, from the lowneſs of the ſalaries poſe 
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to them. Perſons, who could not afford to ſpend their pri- I hun 


vate fortunes in the public ſervice, had declined the acceptance 
of them. The preſent ſecretary of war was a man of fortune, ¶ not 
and could afford to ſpend a part of it, and therefore he ac- deer 
cepted it; but it might have been offered to perſons baff ade 
could not have afforded to have made the ſacrifice,  _ Eo 

No man, Mr. S. ſaid, could come into Philadelphia, and othe 
live for 3,500 dollars a year. Suppoſe him at the head of Het 
department, he could not keep a riding horſe for that ſua gent 
He agreed with the gentleman from Pennſylvania (Mr. Gall 


tin) that they ought to attend to public opinion. The opus M 
on of that gentleman's conftituents, he doubted not, way war, 
that 3,590 dollars was a monſtrous thing. But he would ab vat 
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what the opinion of the people of Philadelphia was? In his 
diftrict, he was confident, the opinion of the people was not 
that the falaries of our officers were too high. 

But, what was the conſequence of thus keeping down fala- 
ries? It excluded from the offices of government all but men 
of fortune. Many gentlemen would not complain of this, 
but he wiſhed to bring forward men of talents and i 
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ficient to fupport them in the ſtile in which they muſt live. _ 
Mr. A. ackſon faid the reaſon which had weighed with 
the committee principally, was, that theſe — ought to be 
advanced, in order to make them in proportion to the other 
ſilaries of government officers. No gentleman, he believed, 
had given any reaſon why the preſent difference ſhould exiſt. 
But, whilſt he was up, he would notice what had fall 
from the gentleman from New-York (Mr. Williams). 
had aſked what attorney general could maintain his family 
far 1, 900 dollars a year? But, when the' ſalary of the Jud 
of Tenneſſee was under conſideration, 800 dollars werethou of 
enough by that gentleman, for him and his family, though he 


torney general. If the Judg: of Tenneſſee was to leave his 
profeſſion to live upon 800 dollars, he thought 3000 might 
ſupport the ſecretary at war. For this reaſon, though he ſaw 
no other ground for changing his former opinion, he ſhould 
ite againſt the report. 

Mr. Williams faid he wiſhed to ſet the gentleman right. 
He thought 800 dollars in Tenneſſee more than equal to 
3000 in Philadelphia; but the attorney general, if the pro- 
poſed advance were made, ſhould have only two thouſand four 
hundred dollars. | 

Mr. Murray hoped the INN from Tenneſſee would 
not depart from the epinion which he acknowledged he had 
been of. The queſtiq; was not whether 3000 dollars in Phi- 
ladelphia were equal 800 in Tenneſſee; but whether they 
ſhould not advance the ſalary of one ſecretary to that of two 
others, and add 500 dollars to that of the attorney J. 
He truſted, therefore, five minutes reflection would xd — 
un gentleman to his former opinion, fince the judge of Tenneſ- 

e had nothing to do with the preſent buſineſs. | 

Mr. Henderſon ſaid, amongſt the duties of the ſecretary of 
var, had been mentioned, the great buſineſs which would be 
decaſioned by the plan adopted for civilizing the Indians. He 
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who could not be put into offices, except the ſalary were ſuf- 


were a man of abilities equal to the filling of the office of at- | 


an ) 


did not know what part of that buſineſs he would have to pet: 
form; but he knew there had been appointed an agent of the IN n 
Indian department, and a ſurveyor of public ſupplies, who, be I th 
immgined, would reduce the buſineſs of the ſecretary of war er 
in that reſpect. Peace alſo being concluded with the Indians, Wl m 
they might rationally conclude that there would be a diminu- 
tion of duty. 11 4% un rl 

Mr. H. afked whether the ſecretary of war, or the attorney i th 

eneral, had preſented any memorial for an increaſe of ther I. 
ſalaries? He believed not. He had heard, on former occaſi. WM w! 
ons, of gentlemen volunteering themſelves in the ſervice of Wl in 
petitioners; he thought this would be truly a voluntecring bu. Wl ha 
ſineſs, and at a time when our revenues called for the ſtricteſt WM m) 
economy. He wiſhed the ſubje&t had been ſuſpended (as had IM ita 
been propoſed) for the preſent ſeſſion; For his part, he did en 
not expect much diminution in the price bf lirxigng. 

' Mr. Coit hoped the queſtion would be divided, ſo that the 
ſenſe of the committee might be taken ſeparately on the ad- 
vance propoſed to each officer, An argument of conſiders e 
ble weight with him in favour of the advance of the ſecretary 


of war, was, that his ſalary being 500 dollars leſs than the If 
other two, however his abilities may be peculiarly adapted for i0 


that office, whenever there was a vacancy. in either of the 
other two, he was always ready to make a change, and by 
theſe changes, it might happen that a valuable man would he 
loſt to the war department, whoſe abilities were peculiarly fit 
for the office, and which, therefore, were ſacrificed. He: 
hoped the report would be agreed to. nth 
Mr. Murray ſaid he meant only to make one remark in re- 
ply to the gentleman from New-Jerſey, He would inform 
him that this was not a volunteering of buſineſs, as he had 
been pleaſed to call it; but in conſequence of (what ſeemed 
to have ſlipped the gentleman's — a recommendation 
from the Preſident at the opening of the ſeſſion [Mr. M. read 
the paſſage of the Preſident's ſpeech, which recommends the 
compenſations of the officers of government to the attention 
of both houſes.) This was a recommendation, which he He 
truſted the gentleman from New Jerſey would not feel a dib 11 
poſition to flight. As to there having been no petitions, h ; 
faid, it would be a miſerable juſtice, which waited to be pet; h 
ome to redreſs a grievance which was ſo glaring as the pre. . 
ent. U 
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Mr. Hartley read the reſolution of the houſe which appoint- 
ed the committee to take this ſubject into conſideration. In 
conſequence of that reſoliition; Mr. Hartley ſaid, the com- 

be mittee had looked into all the ſalaries, from the higheſt te 
be the loweſt, and the report before them was the reſult of their 
rar enquiries. The committee, he faid, were unanimous as to 
ns, Wl the propriety of raiſing theſe two ſalaries. 
Ws Mr. Henderſon aid, it {truck him tliat there had been no 
WB pplication to the houſe in the uſual way for an advance of 
ey theſe ſalaries, and this was, the foundation of his remarks: 
cir WW Though he truſted he ſhould always pay due reſpect to 
i- what came from the Preſident, yet he did not wifli-to pay 
of Wl iplicit confiderice to any communication. He wiſhed th 
bu. have an opinion of his'own. It was on account of econo- 
teſt I ny that he objected to the propoſed advances: ''Notwith- 
u ſanding the recommendation of the Prefident, the preſent 
did WM embarraſſment of our revenue was ſuch as would warrant, at 
eeaſt, the poſtponement of the ſubject to a future dag. 
the Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid, it Was a ſtrange thing that ſo much 
hould be ſaid about the embarraſſment of our reveriue%p 
erery queſtion which came before them, as if they cot K | 
ary ot do an act of juſtice, becauſe of that embarraſſment. | 
the i chis argument was to be uſed ſo often it became neceſſary "fi 
tor bs enquire wherein it conſiſted. Would any gentleman ſay | 
the MY that the ſtate of the country was ſuch as not to be equal to | 
by the ſupport of government ? Was the country then, poor ? | 
Io: the people were able and willing to do juſtice, The | 
ft embarraſſment, of which they heard ſo much, was r | 
H: fore than a conflict of opinion in that houſe, and a diffi- 
buity of forming a majority on any one plan; and no teal j 
embarraſſment. This confideration, therefore, ought not | 
t» be preſſed tipon the houſe on every occaſion. It was not a 
want of means; but a difference of opinion on the choice bf 
means, which embarraſſed them. g M 
Whilſt he was up, he would make a few remarks on what 
had fallen from his colleague (Mr. Gallatin.) Though he 
lifered with him with refoect to his coneluſions, yet he was 
pleaſed with the avowal of his opinion, * that the buſineſs 
« of Goyernment had not only been done but well done.” 
tle felt ſatisſaction at heating the approbatidn of ſo good a 
judge; but he differed from him in the inferences which he 
Ile from his aſſertion. Mr. S. ſaid he acknowledged «it 
* had been well done,” but it did not follow that it would 
continue to be well done.—If theſe gentlemen had been ena- 
Vol. H. nes ik | hits 
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the treaſury which ſhewed clearly this embarraſſment? Di 
they not know that they had heen obliged to ſell their ſhare dee 


1 
bled to diſcharge their duty whilſt things were low, without 

an outrage af their duty to their family, did not a change of 
time and circumſtances, call for a change of conditions? 
Moſt certainly they did. Beſides, though they were told M 
« that the buſineſs was done and well done,” yet he believed 
there had been ſome difficulty in obtaining perſons to do the 
buſineſs. Was it not true, that embarraſſments had ariſen, Ml ! 
and were likely to ariſe, from a want of ſufficient ſalary he. 
ing, allowed ? The Prefdent, he fid, was, a charaCter. no i 
Mantonly to lay things before the Houſe; and, when he hal ff i 
ſuggeſted what was important, was it not to be ſuppoſed, M 4 
that from his experience, he had found them to be fo! Wa t 
it. not a fair inference; that ſerious inconveniencies hat Ml " 
ariſen ? Was it not matter of notoriety, that offices had been i * 
offered and refuſed, and tliat valuable Officers had given up * 
;their ſituations, on account of the incompeteney of falaries! W " 
— bee e e , 1. 
1, Nor did Mr. Sitgreaves agree with his colleague as to Wh ? 
vas the public opinion with reſpect to ſalaries. In his mind, 3! 
the prevailing opinion was, that the ſalaries of officers ought "© 
to be competent; ſuch as would command men of abilities 
throughout the. United Stats 
There might be ſome difference of opinion betwixt people 
bY * 1 +301 W an 5 Jagts 1451. 7 wer > a4; Brow)? 
in one part of the country and theſe in another, with reſped 
ta what was ſufficient; but amongſt the people in his wall. 
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very oppoſite ſentiments were held to thoſe which the gentle- 


man had given as the prevailing, public opinion chef th 
thought the ſalaries of officers incompetent to their ſitus- fe 
3 i VS en SAIL 7 34 4 TITS; Act TO Wits :- 1:1. 90h oy 
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„ He hoped, therefore, the houſe would do what they con 
.ceived to be right in the abſtract. If there was a propriet) 
in making the ſalary of the fecretary of war equal to th 
other ſecretaries, and of advancing the attorney general, he 
. truſted they would do ſo. He doubted not they would at 
" terwards provide the means. He hoped, therefore, the 
| ſhould hear no more of our embarraſſments. 
© "Mr. Gallatin ſaid, when we feel, and have felt for ſond w! 
time embarraſſments with reſpect to our revenue, it was bu the 
juſt, but right to bring thoſe embarraſſments forward again 


Increaſing our expences; the thing was ſo evident as not . i 
.* need an argument to, ſupport it. Had they not laſt ſeſſuq me 
and this ſeſſion, he aſked ſtatements from the department 0 

tha 


* 


ks. 
f the bank of the United States? That though that bank 


had aſked for payment of the debt due to them, they had 
not been able to pay it? Laſt year, when they aſked: for pay- 


ment of part of the debt, government opened à new loan 
upon the moſt advantageous conditions; they had alſo offer- 
ed for ſale their ſnares of the bank ſtock, but all had not been 
ſufficient to pay the debt. oft | 


* 


If this was not a real embarraſlinent 3 if it was not felt by 


all of them, he did not know what was become of their feel- 


ing with reſpect to public credit. When they knew, (what 


did not depend upon the opinion of any man, who was liable 


to be miſtaken, but from official reports) that the preſent 


revenue was not equal to our expences; that from not being 


able to borrow money, they had found it neceffary to increaſe, 


the revenue; when we know the ſituation of our preſent re- 


yenue, that it depended on a commerce every where ſubject 


to attack and depredation, and that conſequently it muſt ex- 


perience great defalcations,” was there not ſome ground, he 


aſked, for ſaying,” their revenue was embarrafſed, and for 


refuſing on that account, to go into an increaſe of ſalaries. _ 


Mr. Gallatin ſaid, his colleague ſeemed to have laid pecu- 
liar ſtreſs upon his having ſaid, that the buſineſs of the 
officers, whoſe ſalaries were propoſed to be advanced, had 
been done, and well done, for their preſent. pay, and that, 
therefore, there was no- occaſion to increaſe them, He ſaid 
he did not mean to retract any thing which he had ſaid ; he 
thought © it had been done, and well done.“ But as a dif- 
ferent meaning might be put upon this aſſertion, from that 
which he intended by it, he would juſt declare in what ſenſe 
he uſed the words. He ſolely applied the remark to the bu- 
neſs of office ; he meant that all- the details of buſineſs which 
fell under thoſe departments, had « been done, and well 
done,” and had no alluſion to the miniferial meaſures of 
any of thoſe gentlemen. He did not know, upon examina- 
tion, whether he would approve or diſapprove of them; 
but he had applied his remark merely to the buſineſs of office, 
which he conſidered „as done and well done,” and that 
therefore there was no need of an increaſe of falary. 

As to what his colleague had afſerted reſpecting prevailing 
opinions, he knew not the line of his walk ; but, when he 
mentioned the. prevailing opinion, he meant the opinion of the 
great maſs of the people out of large cities. He believed 
that opinion was what he had ſaid it was, and he thought it 
neceſſary to pay ſome reſpect to it. And when he ſaid, that 
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our revenue depended in a great degree upon public opinion 
it was not a wild aſſertion, = founded — fact. —— 
if public opinion did not look upon the practice of ſmug. 
gling as diſhonourable, it would not be long prevented. 1 
it were looked upon here as no higher crime than in En- 
gland, where it was thought very nghtly of from the op- 
preſſive weight of duties impoſed, ſmuggling would ſoon 
become very common in this —_— but, he ſajd, at pre- 
ſent infamy was attached to the character of a ſmuggler, 
and whilſt public money continued to be properly expended, 
this ſentiment would continue; but no longer would- public 
opinion ſupport government than whilſt government reſpect- 
Alle ²ðᷣ 5 
When he made theſe obſervations; he ſaid, he did not 
mean them to apply particularly to the 500 dollars propoſed 
to be advanced to theſe gentlemen, but to increaſes of ſalary 
in general. This was not a moment, Mr. Gallatin ſaid, in 
which to increaſe theſe ſalaries; for if they increaſed theſe, 
they muſt increaſe many others. - oy” 

One of his colleagues (Mr. m—_— had ſaid, they had 
begun at the head, and examined all the offices downwards, 
in order to diſcover what alterations were neceſſary in the 
ſalaries of the different officers of government. He would 
have begun differently. He would have ſet out at the lowek 
officer, and proceeded upwards. - The reaſon why he thought 
this ſhould have been done, was not immediately connected 
with the preſent report. It was, that the increaſe of price 
in the neceſſaries of life bore harder on the lower than the 
higher ranks of ſociety. But the preſent increaſe, he believed, 
was to be a permanent one; and, as he had heard nothing 
to alter his opinion on the ſubject, he ſhould vote againſt the 
meaſure. ©/ f 80 

Mr. Iſaac Smith ſaid it was from a reſpect to economy, 
he ſhould vote for this report. If, by having their ſalaries 
too low, none but the wealthy could accept of them, he be- 
lieved economy would not eventually be promoted by ſuch a 
practice. Wealth, he ſaid, did not give wiſdom. Croefus 
was a rich man, but he never heard it faid that he was 2 
wiſe one. He did not look upon the propoſed advance as 
raiſing of ſalaries, but as an equalization of them. Inſtead 
of 500, he thought the advance ſhould be 1000 dollars: nor 
would this addition make them equal in value to what they 
were when granted. 25 
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The queſtion being divided, the ſenfe of the committee: 
was firſt taken on that part which relates to an advance of 
500 dollars to the ſecretary of war, and negatived 47 to-42. 
It was then taken on making a like allowance to the-a | 
general, and carried, there being 48 votes in favour” of the 
meaſure. ny Tor s set ue ant 
The next reſolution, recommending à continuance of the 
act for regulating the compenſation of clerks, paſſed laſt year, | 


* 1 


was taken up. There —_— to have been a- miſtake in 
the report of a date, is act was faid to have paſſed on 
the 13th, inſtead of the zoth of May laſt, on which ac- 
count the reading of the act was called for. It was read. 
Mr. Dearborn ſaid, upon examination it appeared, that l 
the ſame reaſong operated now for keeping the act in force, i 
as operated laſt year in g the law, when the buſineſs | 
was thoroughly inveſtigated, With an exception of- two or 
three inſtances, this act, it was thought, would provide ſuf- | 
ficient compenſation for the ſeveral officers and clerks therein ! 
mentiorſed. Theſe exceptions were the loan officers of New b 
York, Maſſachuſetts and Pennſylyania, for whom a proviſion 4 
was made in the next refolution. 
Mr. Madifon ſaid, if he was not miſtaken, the act which | 
had been read, not only provided for the increaſe of ſalaries | 
of the clerks in the ſeveral public offices, but left it to the | 
heads of departments to apportion this increaſe as | 
thought proper. This, he ſuppoſed, was the effect of ne- 
ceſſity, and not meant as a permanent principle. He wiſhed, 
therefore, the allowance ſhould be apportioned by law. 
ech This, he ſaid, was conformable to the true fpirit of the con- 
ſtitution. It was proper that theſe ſalaries ſnould depend on | 
law, and not upon the will of a ſuperior. He wiſhed, | 
therefore, that that part of the report might be re- com- 
ny, mitted. | K-45 We 5 f 
ries Mr. Williams faid, if the law in queſtion was propoſed 
de- to be a permanent one, the alteration propoſed by the gentle- 
ha man from Virginia would be very proper; but as the law 
ſus was only paſſed for one year, and it was now only propoſed 
s 2} to continue it for the year 1797, at the expiration of which 
52} he truſted the price of living would be moderated, he did 
ead not think it neceſſary to re- commit the report for the purpoſe 
nor mentioned. | 
hey Mr. Henderſon ſaid, that during the laſt ſeſhon, there 
vas a report made to the houſe, that the number of clerks 
in certain public offices might be reduced from one hundred 
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to eighty. By this . diminution, he ſaid, there was an im- 


mediate addition, of 25 per cent. to the 855 6 f. 
This, he ſaid, was not 115 5 to conſideration in 
vhieh had been. read. He thought the addition propoſed by 
this law, with that of the 25 per cent. which he had men- 
tioned, would _ a very extravagant addition to the ſala- 
rics in queſtion. He thought, therefore, that there was no 
neceſſity. for a continuance of the law before them. He was 
of 2 alſo, chat aiforther reduction of clerks might | be 
made, 
Mr. Dearborn ſaid, be was not acquainted with the cir. 
cumſtanee which had been mentioned by.the gentleman from 
New Jerſey; and 9 the only thing wi ich had come befpre 
the: committee on this a= Org ax ye act in queſtion.” If 
any aſt exiſted of the ki bad been alluded' to by 
had: gentleman, it did not come before them. 

The 0 ep for continuing 1 the act was n put and carried, 


42 ꝗ0 

Mr. Henderſon moved. that the committee riſe, as, before 
the next reſolution. relative to the loan officers, came under 
conſideration, he wiſhed the reſolation which he. had lately 
laid an the table, relative to this ſubject, to be diſpoſed. of, 
in order to obtain the information there contemplated. Mr, 
Henderſon briefly related. the reaſons which had urged him 
yo. bring forward that reſolution, 

Mr. Wilhams if it was poſlible to get any informs: 
Gori on the ſubject, he ſhould not object to the committee's 
ning. They might obtain information as to the paſt, but 
10 one could ſay what would be the buſineſs of future years, 
The reſolution before them ſed to advance the ſalaties 
of the loan officers of New "= Maſſachuſetts and Penn- 
Fylvania, If the gentleman would caſt his eye upon the re- 
yr of the ſecretary of the treaſury, he would ſee that there 

been paid at Boſton, laſt year, 300,000 dollars, at New 
York about the ſame ſum; and in Philadelphia about 80,000, 
And except the ſyſtem were to be entirely changed, after 
waiting two or three weeks for information, 'e did not know 
that it would afford any ſatisfaction. 

If the propeſed addition was made, Mr. Williams faid, 
it would only amount to d or 700 dollars; but if the gen- 
tleman thought they had time this ſeſſion to go into a different 
arrangement, he would not object to it. He believed an 

alteration in the ſyſtem was very deſirable; for, he ſaid, the 
loan officer of North Carolina was paid a ſalary of 1,709 
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dollars for himfelf and clerks, and had a received 3.500, 
and yet he was praying for n increaſe of ſalary tb 
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Mr. D. Foſter, from the committee of dae, reported 
on the petitions of John Nicklefs, Catharine'Metcalfi/'and 
William Matthews; the report was ee tothe 
petitioners, and the houſe concurredl. Haludos 

Mr. A. Foſter, from the Tomte of! enro ie 

ported that the bill for enforcing” the laws of the United 


States ah a the State of Tenneflge, was duly entolled. ft 


received the ſignature of the ſpeaker accordingly. 4110110! 
Mr. Swanwick preſented Petition of Ludwig Kube, 
praying for 4 fe-gonſideration of his ition preſemei lin 


1792, and that relief may be granted. roqu d onud 


The houſe then went into à committee: onvthe — 


compenſation to che officers of the N 1705 cor gt OO! 


Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair. e 14 
Mr. Gallatin faid, he was achvilling to 05 greg. 
mentation of the ſalaries Ee the loan officers: in' theariamner 


pro ſed by the report. He found theſe offirers im thoiſtate 


aſſachuſetts and New York, had each 1 5οοο dollats 
— it was propoſed to add 375 to pk The preſentaſula- 
ry was equal to the diſtri judge of 'New' Tolk, and oo 
dollars more than the diſttie Fig of Maſſachuſetti / It 
was true the buſineſs was — 5 in thoſe two. ſtates than 
in any other in the Union; — he thought this ought to be 
rovided for by additional clerks, though there were al 
Ib clerks in each of thoſe offices, ' ich called for a. 
of 4, ooo dollars to each office. He would, therefore, move 
to ſtrike out what related to the inereaſe of the ſalary of >the 
loan officers, and confine the allowanee to the elerks only. 
Mr. S. Smith had no objection to the propoſed anvend- 
ment, or to vote againſt he Whole clauſe ; for, if they de- 
clined to compenſate offices'of the firſt truſt; he did not 
ſee any reaſon for adding to the compenſation. of the offices 
in queſtjon, particularly as he perceived one cent, was al- 


ready paid upon all the money received. He had obſerved 
that men who were the moſt' expert with their pen before 


they got into office, when they were placed there, laid it 
aſide. He could not ſee how five clerks could be employed 
in thoſe offices. 


He therefore moved to ſtrike out the 
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Mr. Swanwick. was of opinion this buſineſs was capable 
of conſiderable reformation. . He thought there were very 
conſiderable, embarraſament i in, this department, which might 

diſpenſed with. He did not ſee why this buſineſ, i in 
Phitadelphis might not be transferred to the office of the 
treaſury department. But as it would not be proper to 
make a propoſition of this kind at preſent, he ſhould far 
wuredeyf. with voting againſt the amendment. 
Mr. Sewall ſaid, gentlemen ware miſtaken when th 
ſpoke — the buſineſs of the loan offices ( artic ularly of Mat 
huſetts) as not having much to do: He believed the loan 
officer and elerks at Boſton were fully employed every day, 
and ſometimes on Sunday, ſo numerous and minute were 
cheir entries. The preſent notion he believed, was in con- 
formity to the of Aa. but he thought the 
ſalarzes in- queſtion ought to be advanced.” The propoſed 
addition, was not as he underſtood, on WEE: t of additional 
buſineſs, but upon the ſame. principle which had lafuenccl 
advancts in other caſes,. viz. a Ga in the ralue 'of 


money. 
Mr. 8. "Smith ſaid, that if it had been on \ the g ground of 


a depreciation of money, that theſe ſalaries wig oppoſed to 


be advanced, it would have 2 ied to ev cer in thr 


Union equally with the loan officers 5 k is W 
ole © pare: 
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1 Mr. Ameg ſaid the gentleman from Maryland Mir 8. 
Smith) bad ſuggeſted that perſons who were very active 
with their pen before they came * e when they found 


themſelves fixed there, were a ” x ut the whole of their 
buſineſs: into the hands of cle s. The ſuggeſtion might 
have weight; and therelons, ke ſhould take liberty of ſaying, 
the remark did not apply as it reſpected the tort of Mar. 

ſachuſetts [Mr. 8. Seh ſaid he did not allude to any par- 
ticular officer] Mr. Ames ſaid he knew he did not; but his 


obſervations might be ſuppoſed to be applicable to che offi 


cer of Maſſachuſetts. If, indeed, the remark was applica- 


dle, it might afford good reaſon for . the propoſed 


advance; but the loan officer of Maſſachu etts, he ſaid, 


was a man of great induſtry and application, and the bull 


neſs of his office; required the unremitted attention of him 
_ and clerks. 
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: | As td the ftate officers,” ke would not ſay whether” they 
N. bad, or had not; -ſufficient Talaries z, nor did he believe they 
always attended td the rewards given to ftats officers ay 
e | 2 ſcale upon which 46/ reward: the officers-of the | United 
States. They had Jet out upon a foals of their: dum at 
fy the | commencement” of the pyvettiment;- but What was art 
adequate ſalary then, was not ſò now; and the bulineſs of 

the loan offiecs was ſo far from being diminiſhed, it was 
. entissahy increafing, In Maſachuſerts-in particular, finee 
the aſſumprion of the ſtate of -debts, the buſineſs was vaſtly 
| augmented?! He was-informed that there Were upwards ef 
76 two thoufund aceounts open in dhat office. Of courſe: the 
adjuſtment of intereſt; upon all cheſd accounts, would te- 
uire greut aceurady and labor sz: 04 
: 2 Obe atione, Me. Ames ſuid, which went to keep Min 
al the falaties of oſſiee, he knew were popular among certain 
4 deſeriptions of people; Bat he did not think this ſqueeting 
of of public! officers was prudent, juſt ot honourable He did 
not think the leaſt poſſible ſum for which an office could be 

Fr, executed was che wiſeſt or beſt" to be adopted, The true 
3 rule was, he faid; that ſuck a ſum ſhould be paid for ſer- 
ho vice as was ſufficient to command men of talents to per- 
4 * it. Any thing below this Was parſimonious and un- 


Mr. Swanwick ſaid; many of the difficulties: which they 
experienced from eke applications of their- offcerg for ad- 


J vances of falary, aroſe from the ſource of indirect taxation. 
* For inſtance, he ſaid, if you lay an additional duty on ſugar, 


FP) your officers will have to'pay a portion of that duty -out of 
r their ſalary; ſo, likewiſe, if à duty was laid upon any 
bt other article Which they were in the habit of "conſuming. 
Every tax on articles ef conſumption neceſſarily inereaſed 


. the price of living, and the United States muſt pay their 
. officers accor dinge 710 
* Mr. Swanwick ſaid, they were apt to deceive themſelves, 
1 when they charged the high price of every article of ſub- 
. ſiſtence to tne depreciation of money; it was chargeable, 
d principally, to indirect taxation. Labourers who had to pay 
d, indirect · taxes upon almoſt every thing which they conſumed, 


2 were obliged to charge theſe taxes upon their labour; the 

* farmer had, therefore to pay higher wages, and he in re- 

turn, charged his produce aceordingly. He thought there- 

fore, we ſhould find economy eonſuked, in reſorting to a 
different plan of taxation. | 
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- Mr. Swanwick ſaw no particular occaſion for advancing 
the ſalaries of. the loan officers, whilſt other officers remain- | 
ed at their former rate. It was true, | he ſaid, that the fa- | 
laries of our officers, ſlid imperceptibly from under their | 
feet; for though a ſalary was a juſt compenſation when | 
granted, they were continually taking from it by taxes, ſince 
every additional tax as a deduction from the ſalary of every 
officer of the United States, and they had a juſt demand 
againſt government, at leaſt, for the amount of taxes paid 
in this direct way upon almoſt every thing they purchaſed, — 
j He, ſhould, however, be againſt granting any partial relief. 
"1 Indeed, he was of opinion, this buſineſs of loans . 
22 more economical plan. He thought the 
buſineſs might very well be done at the branch banks. 
Mr. Nicholas id; he frequently heard that a deprecia- 
tion of money was the cauſe of the ſalaries of their officers 
proving incompetent z- this, he allowed might have ſome 
Wag „ but not all that was given to it. It was notorious, 
he ſaid, at the time. theſe ſalaries were fixed, there was go- 
vernment attempting a dazzling ſplendour of office; but he 
truſted better principles were now gaining ground; he truſt- 
N ed they ſhould have more ſatis faction in paying their debts, 
| than in waſting the public money in ſplendid falaries, and- 
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| by that. means giving a fititious ſplendour to office, which 
| was unſit for a- government like outs. He ſhould not ſay 
that a depreciation of money might not have had ſome effect, 

BT but attention ſhould alſo be paid to the change in opinion 
| which he had mentioned. i ict ol ei 
The preſent ſalaries, were not, perhaps, ſuſficiently high; it 

[ et, ' he- ſaid, in our preſent ſituation, when our commerce h: 
ay proſtrate, and when we knew not whether greater difti- I lo 
culties 5 not enſue, it was not a time to think of ad- un 
vancing ſalaries. Public officers, he ſaid, muſt ſubmit to ob 
bear a ſhare of the evils in common with others. The timg w 
was coming, and he thought would foon arrive when mo- rie 
ney would be as valuable as ever; he, therefere, would mM 
not conſent to the propoſed advance. - .. 1 75 a 

Mr. Rutherford ſaid, he concurred with the gentleman 

from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Ames) that an ill- timed parſimouy ſel 
was not to be defended; but he ſaid there was as great 2 the 
difference betwixt economy and parſimony, as luxury ang bu 
economy, and it was the great duty of this democratic re- dic 
Public, to conduct itſelf with economy, decency and fumn- I ti 
plicity of manners, and to part with every thing looſe and 0; 
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ſantaſtical. He would refer tothe genticman's.own feelings 
—for he acknowledged he was a man of feeling and alk 
whether there were not twenty characters in Maſſachuſetts 
in 8 equal to the filling of their loan office, who 
would be ready to offer themſelvos'for the office at the pre- 
ſent falary, if it were vacant. * Money, he ſaid, was a pre- 
cious article ; the —— viewed their money with a great 
deal of reſpect, and parted with it with great regret; and it 
was this people, he ſaid, and not a commiſſioner of loans, 
who were to ſupport this government, and it was their 
feelings which ought to be conſulted. | Ved 

Mr. Gallatin faid his motion was to ſtrike out what re- 
lated to the loan officers, and to confine - the propoſed ad- 
vance to the clerks only; but the motion from the gentle- 
man from Maryland went to ſtrike out the whole paragraph. 
He wiſhed the committee would give them the information 
which they had on the ſubje&. If there was a want of 
clerks in the offices mentioned, he would vote againſt the 
preſent motion; but, if there was no need of any addition, 
he would vote for it. * Lc; 

Mr. Dearborn dia not know that he could give ſatisfacto- 
ry information on the ſubject, though the committee took 
every means in their power to obtain it. Tt appeared to him 
that the buſineſs of the two offices of New York and Maſ- 
ſachuſetts, had become ſo burdenſome, that it was next to 
impoſſible, without labouring day and night, and on Sun- 
days, to do the buſineſs; and the complaints of the clerks 
were ſo general, that the committee were induced to believe 
it was neceffary to give them additional compenſation. As 
de paſſed through Boſton, he ſaw one of the clerks of that 
loan office, who aſſured him that it was impoſſible to live 
upon the ſalary which he received, and that he was conſtantly 
obliged to his friends for aſſiſtance. Mr. Dearborn faid, he 
was no friend to exorbitant ſalaries z but he did not think it 
right that they ſhould pinch perſons in their employment ſo 
much as to oblige them to trouble their friends to make up 
a maintenance for themſelves and families. 

Mr. Dearborn ſaid, it was the opinion of the houſe laſt 
leſion that the ſalaries of certain officers of government 
lnould be advanced; a bill paſſed that houſe for the purpoſe; 
but from the lateneſs of the ſeſſion, or fome other cauſe, it 
ad not paſs the Senate, If it was neceſſary then to make 
tae increaſe, the neceſſity did not exiſt leſs at preſent. The 
committee of the whole, it was true, had decided againſt 
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certain other ſalaries; but he conſidered this ag 
bje& which would come again before the houſe; and he 
— muſt either agree to the preſent propoſitien ſor 
adyancing the loan officers and their clerks, or enn 
they did wrong laſt ſeſſion. 
Mr. 8. Smith ſaid, the obſervations of the gentleman 
from Maſſachuſetts went to ſhew the propriety of an increaſe 
of the falaries of all other officers, as well ag thoſe in queſ- 
tion. He was againſt ſingling out partieular officers for au 
advance; if the whole were advanced together, he ſhould 
not object to it. As. to the 120 dollars propoſed for the 
loa e of Pennſylvania, he thought the office itſelf might 
be diſpenſed with, 2nd the buſineſs be: as well donc at the 
treaſury- office. The only reaſon given for the advance way 
the depreciation of money, and that conſideration would 
appl y equally to all the officers of the government; he 
ould, - "therefore, be oppoſed to granting the aliowance to 
the — in queſtion. 

Mr. Ames ald, _ the turn whigh the debate had taken, 
the object became of greater importance than the mere ad- 
vancè of the ſalary of the officers in queſtion, It became 
of importance to determine upon what principle the officers 
of government ſhould be paid. 

He did not intend to inveſtigate the motives of gentlemen 
who were ſo deſirous of keeping down the ſalaries of the 
officers of goyernment z he could not ſuppoſe they acted 
from unworthy prineiples, It was a well-known ſact, that 
in all popular aſſemblies, the diſpoſition: to withhold prants 
of money was notorious. Perhaps it was proper; it was 
doubtleſs a fence againſt waſteful expenditure, nor did he 
wiſh: to break it down; but when the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia called upon them to attend to the feelings of the peo- 
ple, he thought it was neceſſary to remind the committee 
that they ought alſo to attend to the intereſt of the people; 
and he believed-it was for the common intereſt of the people, 
that perſons ſelected for office ſhould be fit and proper to fil 
their reſpective offices. And it was a fact, that from the 
diſperſedneſs of the population of the country, and from 
other circumſtances, there was great difficulty in finding 
ſuitable perſons to fill the offices of government. - In other 
countries, Mr. Ames ſaid, where their governments had been 
of long ſtanding, perſons were trained up with a yiew to 
public employments; but in this country this had not been 
the caſe, and, therefore, the preſident found the circle, {rom 
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which to ſelect proper characters for oſſice, was very son- 
fined. It was, therefore, the more neceſſary that ſueh an 
Alowance ſhould be made to officers of government as ſhould 
induce fit perſons to accept of them; ſach as (to uſe a wul- 
gar, but ſtrong expreſſion) would command the tarket. 500 
dollars, more or leſs, was nothing when compared with fat- 
neſs for office. He ſaid he had already laid it down as: 4 prin- 
ciple, that the rate of ſalary ſhould be ſuch as to command 
men of talents and of character, for theſe the intereſt of the 
country require. en ne Comer 

Mr. Ames ſaid he knew the feelings of. the people' were 
ſoon rouſed when money was the object; but he was ſur- 
prized the gentleman from Virginia ſhould have attributed 
to gentlemen from the eaſtward, a defire to introduce a ſplen- 
dour of office into the government. This ſpirit, he thought, 
was full as likely to come from the ſouthward as from the 
caſtward z he thought they were as economical and as j in 
the eaſtern as in the — 2 ſtates; and he thought the 
remark could haye been made with as little ſincerity as pro- 
priety. | | yt | 


Had it been underſteod, was it believed, ſaid Mr. Ames, 
that a ſplendour of oſſice had been introduced into our go- 
vernment? How did facts corroborate the aſſertion ? Had 
their officers even ſtood upon an equality with others in the 
line of life in which they moved ? Had any officer of theirs 
been able to Jay up an eſtate for his family? Or were they 
not rather obliged to walk on foot, while thoſe with whom 
taey aſſociated rode in their coaches ? They were even, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, without a dollar, whilſt gentlemen, liy+ 
jag pon their profeihons, were rich. On this account, he 
ſaid, there had always been an unwillingneſs to accept of 
olhices of government by perſons beſt ealculated to fill them. 
Theſe were facts, and he ſpoke them with audible voice; yet, 
it was wonderful, that, at a moment when their officers 
might be ſaid to be in want, they were reproached with liv- 
ing in luxury and extravagance. Ly | | 

Having diſpoſed of this ſubject, and given the obſervati- 
ons upon it all the exedit they deſerved, he would enquire 
why they ſhould expect gentlemen to undertake the offices 


of government, which would nat allow them to live in an 


equally comfortable manner to that in vl. ich they had been 
accuſtomed to live? He deſpiſed. the idea of endeavouring 


to make the people believe that their public officers kved in 


lplendour, and on that account to hold them up to the hatred 


* 
. 
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of our citizens; but could it be ſuppoſed, that a perſon who 
undertook a public office, ſhould deſcend from that ſtile of 
living to which he had been uſed, becauſe ſome gentlemen 
choſe to call it ſplendid? Or, was there any reaſon that ſuch 
a man ſhould immediately begin to eat brown bread, though 
Heretofore he had always eaten white? 

Another ſuggeſtion had been made, that the preſent high 
price of living had been increaſed, and depended upon the 
duties on impoſts, and therefore it was an evil ariſing from 
indirect taxation. Though there might be ſome ground for 
this obſervation, it by no means went to the extent to which 
it had been puſhed. He would aſk, for inſtance, whether 
the broad cloth upon which a coat was made, coſt materially 
more now, than before the. impoſt of 15 or 16 per cent. 
was laid upon it? He believed not; but every ene knew 
that the produce of the farmer was double in price to what 
it was when theſe ſalaries were fixed, and they ought, there: 
fore, to be advanced in proportion. And were the people 


* unprepared for an advance in the ſalaries of the officers of 


government ? He believed not. He believed moſt of the 
ſtates; on account of the increaſed price of living, had in- 
creaſed the pay of their officers. ' Why then, ſaid he, ſhould 
the officers of the- United States be unattended to? And 
were they to ſuppoſe that the advance now propoſed would 
be a thing improper for the houſe to agree to, when they 
had laſt ſeſſion judged a like advance a proper one? As to 
the obſervation of 


e gentleman from Maryland (Mr Smith) 


that he did not wiſh to raiſe one officer and not another, he 


ſhould take a different courſe from that which that gentleman 
propoſed to adopt. He would vote for an advance of thoſe? 
which came before him, and do the ſame to others when he 
ſhould have an opportunity. | Welw! 

Mr. Williams hoped ho propoſed advance would take 
place, as theſe two loan offices did three-fourths of the buſi- 
neſs of all the loan offices in the union. | 

Mr. Hartley ſaid, however willing he might be to ſtrike 
out what related to an additional 3 loan officers, 
he ſhould be againſt ſtriking out what related to the elerks, 
There was great difficulty, he believed, to retain clerks. 
Bankers and merchants giving larger ſalaries, they were na- 
turally drawn from theſe offices. He did not wiſh to givs 
large ſalaries, but he wiſhed to make them reaſonable ang 
competent. ö | F By 
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Mr. Rutherford ſaid he ſhould not follow the — 
{om Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Ames) through his field of decla- 
nation. But he ſeemed to have ſet him up in very diſagree- 
ble colours to the people, to this great * x and 
it was neceſſary he ſhould ſay a ew words i in rep 
kid he revered the . he 2 found — 


2 
otherwiſe. He was f ings in their due ſimpli- 
city, and b by e n He could not- think 


f the — e was for holding. tight the 5 
of fix or ſeven millions of refpeHtable prope 3. 


his caution might Wee the bac from 

ſetts. 7 

Mr. Nicholas mid he ſhould be £, any 1 to diſpute the ani 
with his colleague for the. honour ing noticed La 5 
gentleman from Maſſachuſetts; but he believed there could 


us obſervations at him. 

It was no unuſual thing, Mr. Nicholas ſaid, for that gen- 
leman to make the fact from which he choſe to draw his 
oncluſions. And he was aſtoniſhed to hear that the orato- 
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d Wil E for which that gentleman was famed,, ſhould 
d re been em — 1 „. For he neither 
II faid that the caſtern ſtates had fixed the ſalarics of go- 
o emment with a view to ſplendour ; nor that their officers 
ere rioting in wealth, in order to inſult their poyerty. With 
f clpeCt to = original eſtabliſhment of ſalaries, he did not 


ww that there had been a ſtruggle in the buſineſs. / If the 
ntleman had a conſciouſneſs of the fact, he knew nothing 
e Wit. With reſpect to the preſent ſalaxies, he had not ad 
icy were too high, but he had doubted their being ſufficient. 
2 le had ſaid, indeed, that when the offices were eſtabliſhed, 
ey were eſtabliſhed with too great a view to ſplendour; but, 
ut from the change which had taken place in the value of 
© WFuvey, inſtead, of riding in coaches, their officers, had. learnt 
„ be ſatisfied without im This difference (as, he had be- 
5 e obſerved) was not, he believed, more owing to the 
„ enge which had taken place in the value of money, than 
Pe change of public opinion in favour of that plainneſs of 
mers which was fo well ſuited to the republican character. 
9 WF "tr. Nicholas afked, where they were to get the 
wanted, Viz. an — ſum of 1,400,000 dollars? He 
ew pretty well the taxation which the people of this coun- 


7 


of giving 3 from the hive, the marrow from the * | 


think of laviſhing the precious article. of — however 
* | 


e little doubt that the gentleman had pointed 5 * 15 


| 
| 
| 


he believed the ſeeretary of the treaſury kad given it as hi 


= 
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2 would be inclined to bear, and he knew: that the raißg 
that ſum would be yery ſenſibly felt. Did gentlemen rely, 
he aflted; upon the ſmall majority of ten votos, on the paſliny 
of n of direct taxation ? He believed there was great 
danger; when the hill eame in, that the manner of eolleCting 
the tax could not be made agrecable to at leaſt that number 
of members who voted for a bill to be brought in. Had not 
the gentlemen from Maſſachuſetts reſiſted taxation ? He hid, 


deen frequently-calltd upon to produce their ſubſtitutes ſor 
a direct tax, no ſubſtitute had been brought forward, exeept 
that produced by the gentleman from South Carolina ;-/and 


opinion, that a very ſmall ſum only could be raiſed from i 
ferther extenſion of indirect taxes, if prudence did not for 
bid the attempt. As he withed, therefore, for expenſes t 
follow; and not precede the funds Which were'to pay then 
ke fhould be oppoſed to all inereaſe of expenſe which- coull 
be avoided. 1 i 30 08105 
Mr. Nicholas faid he was not ſenfible ef the difference 
which exiſted between the country which- the gentlema 
from Maſſachuſetts came from and his ew]. He defied thi 
gentleman to ſhe any part of the country, in which great 
economy was practiſed, or where the revenue and expend 
ture were better attended-to: It was-fo much fo, that ti 
debt, which had given the gentleman'ground to make hi 
antiquated charge, had been extinguiſhed: no part of tt 
Vnited States paid more reſpect to its engagements, nor ba 
better ability to pay their debts. He did not, therefore, fe: 
the gentleman's- inſmuatien, though he had condeſcendcd t 
anfwer-it,—He denied the truth of it. 

Mr. Swanwick ſaid, he ſhould net have roſe again on th 
ſubject, had he not wiſhed te have made a ſingle remark o 
what had fallen from the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts (N 
Ames) on the ſubject of indirect taxes. That gentle: 
tad taid, ſuppoſe broad cloth paid 15 or 16 per eent. impo 
would it materially affect the price of a coat? If it did nc 
Mr. Swanwiek ſaid, there muſt be ſomething very wrong 
the commercial ſyſtem; for certainly a duty of 15 or 16 p 
cent. with the profits upon it, would not make a differe 
of much leſs than 25 per cent. The gentleman ſeemed 
think that indirect taxes had not much effect upon ſalare 
but that the price of living was what principally called 
an advance of- ſalaries. But if he had traced indirect tas 


( Wo 


tion to its ſouroe he would have foynd that it operated more 


than he was aware of, upon every neceſſary of life. The 
houſe in which we live, ſaid Mr. Swanwick, is an object of 


labour, and the _ who 45 it did not fail to charge the 


taxes which he paid, u CY his labour, and the owner of the 
houſe would of courfe d to lay a fent rn: 
So with reſpect 4 5 the f 80 the cog 

farmer pay Ys 2 3 cent. more than he uſed to do 

article he pur 8, and for his labour, and he muſt there 
fore increaſe the price of his produce. Whilſt the farmer 
finds à ready market for his articles, he does not feel this; 
but whenever markets fall (and he did not think they would 
always remain ſo high as at preſent) then the farmer will feel 
the evil of indirect taxes. He thought it neceſſary to make 
this remark gh the ſentiment to which he had alluded. 

Mr. Dayton {peaker) ſpeaker) ſaid, that the queſtion before 
them e to li to be a fitter 8 for GA, di aſſion⸗ 
ate calculation, than for animated declamation, whi rather 
_—_ than . e the mind for a right deciſlon. The 

guments of gentlemen who advoeated the increaſe of 
the e falaries of the two loan officers in ueſtion, were of two 
kinds, viz. the Ne enhanced price erer article of con- 
ſumption, and the inereaſed dune in the ies reſpectively. 
As to the former, if it was to have any influence, it ſh 4 
operate more generally, and inſtead of producing this 2 
proviſion, ſhould lead to an augmentation of the com 
tions of all the commiſſioners of loans, whoſe falaties 208 
determined at the ſame time. In reſpect to the other reaſon 
which had been aſſigned, viz. the accumulation of duties, 
he viewed it as rather calling upon congreſs to adjuſt the 
whole ſcale of compenſations anew, than to take up the 
ſubje& in the partial manner that it appeated befofe them. 
lf, Mr. Dayton ſaid, it were true that the duties in ſome 
offices were incteaſed, it would certainly follow that thoſe of 
other offices were diminiſhed i in like proportion; and if, is 
ſome of the advocates for the propoſed augmentation argued, 
the ſum of labour, duty and riſk were to be the meaſure of 
compenſation, then the ſalaries muſt be diminiſhed in the 
vne dale, whilſt they were augmented in the other. More 
than half of the intereſt of the public debt was paid at the 
weaſury of the United States, and it was well known that 


"Jl the general current of tratisfers, inſtead of ſetting from the 
| rea, 5 . the different loan offices and thus adding to their 


dufin 


had taken an oppoſite direction, and thus confders- 
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would not be, agreed to. 3 a 
The queſtion: for Sriking en hs clauſe was ꝑut and carl » 
ried, 6x bemg ̃ ⁰ee . 0 t 
he committee roſe and r2ported- the amendments, whe! a 
the houſe taok them up. The firſt being under conſider b 
| 5 Fo 8 


tion. * 1 C Er NE 
N r. W. Lyman moved to ſtrike out the whole clause 
He ſhould not repeat his reaſons for this motion: as he ha 
| before ſtated his objections to this. clauſe to the conmitte: 
He would mention one obſcryation which had not been n 
ticed by any one, which was, that the attorney general u. 
not precluded from . doing any other buſineſs, which u. 
not the caſc with the other aſſicers of government. "Bo . 
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boa the e belies being an injury to him as a profeſ- 
believed i TX was the greateſt recommendation 
A could. ave, Þ 7 oo to ftrangers'who would 
5 they th phy Fey dne whom government had 
thus "He" thought, therefore, that there was 
no e in 0 of Scan his falary, which would 
not equa 4 apply to every other officer of government. 
is, he Kid 2 un ortunite time. t to propofe an — 
vance of ſalaries, when the reyenues were ſo much 
raſſed ; but if this Was not the caſe, he believed ro ac 


would ſoon return to their former ſituation, and the rate of | 


living become as reaſonable as heretofore, 

Mr. Nicholas faid he had no conftection with this gentle- 
man which would induce him to-with for an advance of his 
ſalary, if he were not convinced it. was juſt and reaſonable, 
He knew, from certain infortnation, that when the receipts 
of his private bubnels' were added to his ſalary, they did not 
make his income edyal to the other heads of departments. 

Mr. Murray aid, che remarks of the gentleman from 
Maſſachuſetts ig truly thrown great light upon the ſubject, 
It had been 15 na, he believed, fiſty times ; it was neither 
any thing new 6 riking The experience of 'two gentle- 
men, whe, had” f ed the office of attorney general, Mr. 
Murray ſaid, Was a very important one; the attorn gene- 


ral had not only "to decide upon queſtions put*to him by the 


Preſident of the United States, but alſo by Congreſs: Tb. 
report which He Made laſt ſeſſion, a copy of Which had 
been called for this ſeſſion, was alone worth one half of his 
ſalary to any boo bool keler; yet this was extra; buſineſs, a 
they were frequent] uJy calling upon him for reports. 

The attorney geyeral, he ſaid, ought mot only to have an 
increaſe of ſalary, ut alſo an office, and à Clerk, if not a 
door-keeper; for he was obliged to keep i fervaitt to return 
anſwers to meſſages ſent to him. He hoped the motion 
would not prevail. They were not, he ſaid, to expect pe- 
titions from theſe officers for advances to their falaries; ſuch 
a thing might, perhaps, be gratifying to ſome gentlemen, 
but, he thought, i it. would not be oP; hovoutable to the 
government. 

Mr. 8. Smith thought his colleague Had not ſufficiently 
attended to the arguments of the gentleman from Maſlachu- 
ſetts. He had ſaid he might do other buſineſs; by which, 


he ſuppoſed he meant he might keep a ſhops: or turn bro. 
ker | 


„ 

bly leſſened it. He wohld not be underſtood to ſay, that 

the ſalaries were in eyery inſtance adequate, but on the con- 

trary he believed that they were jn ſome caſes too low, and 

in others (particularly where perquiſites were annexed) that 

they were exorbitantly high, and of courſe that a ſtrict 

Examination ſhould, be had, and a_new ſale adjuſted, which 

would render compenſationg more adequate and equal, with. 

out any additional expenſe to the, public- Whilft he was 

upon the floor, Mr. Dayton ſaid that he fuld take the li- 

. berty of correcting the error into which ſeveral gerftlemen 

had fallen, who had adduced the ſums paid at each office, 

as the evidence of the [relative quantum of buſineſs and of 

riſk. The payment of ten cents was, he ſaid, as trouble- 

ſome, and required as many receipts and as much writing 

as ten dollars, and therefore not the ſums paid, but the 

number, of payments, would afford the only juſt criterion 

for aſcertaining the relative extent of buſineſs. As to the 

riſk of caſh-keeping, to which it, was ſaid they who paid 

moſt, were moſt ſubjected, it would be remembered, that 

the loan officers reſiding in the great cities were entirely freed 

from it by the agency of the banks, which were always for 

them ſure places of a and the caſhiers were their pay- 

maſters. They, therefore, who, were thus ſituated, incurred 

leſs riſæ and trouble in the payment of two hundred thouſand 

dollars, than other loan officers who reſided in country towns 

not , poſſeſſing - the ſame advantages, incurred by the charge | 

of ſafe-keeping and payment of twenty thouſand dollars | 

only... In Tron, Mr. Dayton ſaid, every argument which | 

had been uſed, tended in his opinion to prove the impolicy 

and inequality which would be the inevitable conſequence of 

the, adoption of this part of the report, which: Ke | hoped 

would oe EW es 4k ts 44 
The queſtion foe Griking 9 Big clauſe was put and car. 

ried, 61 being in favour of lit... 
The committee roſe and reported the amendments, whe! 
e firſt being under conſiders 


the houſe took them up.- ' 
Mr. W. Lyman moved to ſtrike out the whole clauſe. 
He ſhould not repeat his reaſons for this motion; as he hat 
before ſtated his objections to this clauſe to the committee 
He would mention one obſervation which had not best 1 
ticed by any one, which was, that the attgritey general wa 
not precluded from doing any other buſineſs which wa 
not the caſc with the other eflicers of government. 80 f. 
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Com the appointment, being an injury to him as a profeſ- 
wy. he 6 he. believed'i io was the greateſt recommendation 
1 Þ ct y to ſtrangers ho would 

5 pas ee gh Frey rh dne whom government had 

ane 4. He thought, thereforę, that there was 
0 pms. in, Rb of advancing his ſahry ry, which would 
not equa ly apply to every other officer of government. 
This, he Bid, was an Unfortümiate time. to propofe an ad- 
vance of ſalaries, when the' reyenues were ſo much embar- 
raſſed; but if this Wis not the caſe, he believed things 
would ſoon return to their former ſituation, and the rate of 
living become as reaſonable as heretofore, 

Mr. Nicholas faid he had no contiektion with this gentle 
man which would induce him to wiſh for an advance of his 
ſalary, if he were not convinced it was juſt and reaſonable. 
He knew, from certain infortnation, that when. the receipts 
of his private 1 were added to his ſalary, they did not 
make his incorhe equal to the other heads of departments. 


Mr. Murray * che remarks of the gentleman from 
Maſſachuſetts hg truly thrown great light upon the ſubject, 
It had been of he mp fiſty times 5 it was neither 
any _ The experience of 'two'gentle- 


th 4 | had' 0 *y the office of attorney general, Mr. 
, ſaid, was a very important one; the attorn gene- 
ral had not only 0, decide upon queſtions put do kit by by the 
Preſident of the United States, but alſo by Cangreſs. Th. 
report which he Made laſt ſeſſion, a * of which ha 
been called for hat "Teffion, was alone — one half of his 
ſalary to any bookſ, eller ; yet this was extra; 2 25 
they were genen © calling upon him for reports. 

The attorney. g „he ſaid, ought mot only 1 to have an 
increaſe of ſalary, 5 alſo an office, and a'tlerk, if not a 
door-keeper ; for he was obliged to keep i fervaitt to return 
anſwers to meſſages ſent to him. He hoped the motion 
would not prevail. They were not, he faid, to expect pe- 
titions from theſe officers fk adFanices to their ſalaries; fuch 
a thing might, perhaps, be gratifying to ſome gentlemen, 
but, he thought, f it. would not be bop. hovourable to the 
government. 

Mr. 8. Smith thought his colleag zue Had not ſufficiently 
attended to the arzuments-of the gentleman from Maſſachu- 
ſetts. He had ſaid he might do other buſineſs; by which, 


he ſuppoſed he meant he might keep a ſuop, or turn bro 
ker! 
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Mr. Sitgreaves called for the and nays on the 
ſtion to ſtrike out the follo Ro. ds, viz. ls, 
a e ne 2 . ne . 
* to at war an 
be R n additional — g . 
2338 ollars, pr annum to HO the faid officers 
and to commence on the firſt day af at dae 
ſeyen hundred and ninety ſeven,” -:- 8 
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James Holland, Abraham Venable, and 
Andrew hacken, INE: Richard Winn. 
George Jackſon, 
"Thoſe who voted in the negative, are, 

Fiſher Ames, | William 
Theodorus Bailey, William Craik, 
8 * | Copel W. Dana, | 
Theophilus Bradb! James Daven 
Daniel Buck, . | — Ben, 
Demſey Burgess, George Dent, 
Gabriel Chriſtie, Abiel Foſter, 


J oſkua Coit, | Dwight Foſter, 


dete -who wo in the eee . 5 7 2 ! 172 4 


1 


1 * . 
»#4 SAO, 


1b 


1 2 an } 
1 i, notqms 
John Wilkes Kittera, Tim tacit 
| ju 


or aloud” r 


meu / 

i 6 [4 22 i 

agree with the co — of the whole Houſe, fb 'thrix 
amendment to the" ſaid Helt thyuſe, for firikiag op ths woos 


« Secretary at wars Ad. "= * 
Ayes 51, %% 

was refoed in l. Ge Noes „% o 0 0 

Thoſe who en, the affirmative, ac, | 8 q 5 # 
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Nathan Bryan, 
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William B. Giles, + Nathaniet Macon, 509% 
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Theophitus Revdburys . | 1:44 William Vans 4 3 
Gabriel! Chriſtie, John Nicholas, 
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William Cooper John Patten, ..,, 
William Craik, | liſha R. Poet. -A gi 
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George Dent, ual 

Abiel Foſter, .; ; ---/, » Nathaniel Smith, 

Dwight Foſter, -- out asc Smith, 

Ezekiel Gilbert, t Samuel Smith, : 

Hen Glen, Nan Derart Wi Fi wy 4} 

Chauncey Goodrich, Nchad Fe — 3j 3 aa 
Roe ORs Ta Zephaniah = 3 

Goodlge ww rs John E. Van Allen, 

Thorn, Hartley,! Peleg Wik La r 

William Hindman ; hen Williams. ey tt 

John Wilkes Kittera, "OF 
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The next amendment 2 by the 5 of th 
whole houſe, fpp-ſtriking-out the — May e ſaid 
report, in the, worde following, to wit: — „in the opi- 
nion of the committee, an addition of ſalary of the year 
one thouſand ſeven· hundred: and ninety ſeven, onght ta be 
allowed to each of the following officers, viæ: The ſeoretury 
of ſtate, the of the treaſyry, the, ſecretary of the 
department of Mar, the attorney general, the ' poſtmaſter 
general, the treaſurer, the comptroller of the, treaſury, the 
commiſſioner of the revenue, the auditor, the. regiſter; the 
aſſiſtant poſtmaſter. general, and the keeper, of military 
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fo es ; rn — ſuch addition of falary;'ought to be at the 

ate of twenty: fre per eSit3'6n [the umu, of che! 
compenfe, ns * by law, to each of the leid oe, 
ref pectively,' e (HER Wis. about to be put, «ww 1e 

Mr. Murray faid, choagh ke wiſhed not implicit confewee 
to be placed in the opinion of the Preſident, yet he thought 
kis having recommended” this ſubject ti their 3 
ought to 2 ſome weight. No gentleman, he believ 
would ſay, that 3, 580 dollars Was too Hi gh a ſalary for the 
heads of departments in 1789, When they: were ſettled; The 
ſecretary, 0 = indeed, had- only 33000; He believed if 
gentilergen coin irbd' the value of money now to the value 
of it then, it dul uld be found that a ſum would not purchaſe 
more than one half now of what it would then have pur- 
chaſed. It was a dull thing, from having been ſo often re- 
peated, to ſay that every N of life was ; adyapced 
from 50 to io per cent. and houſe rent in the fame ratio. 
So that in fact, a ſalary of 3,500 dollars now, is only half 
what it was when it was fixed. ' And gentlemen from diſtant 
parts of the country, who think 3,500 dollars a handſome 
ſum for an annual income' with them, when they recolle& 
the price of living in Philadelphia, will at once ſee its ina- 
dequacy for a decent living for the officers: of Ts N of 
departments of our Government. 

The conſequerite of this lowneſs of ſalary, Mr. Murkay 
ſaid, was, either the officers leave their ſituations, or en- 
croach upon their on private fortunes. This, he ſaid, was 
diſcouraging to the pride of character. You, by this means, 
ſaid he, put men in a dangerous ſituation. You do more, 
you ſet a precedent for à future congreſs. At: preſent you 
have men of honour, but, by this means, you: may retro- 
grade the character of &ffice ; you may drive firſt one corps 
of gentlemen from office ind then another, until - you force 
the Preſident into the ſituation of filling the ble offices 
with ſuch perſons'as fhalt-be willing to accept ee not 
with ſuch» as ſhall be moſt ſit to fill them. And what, ſaid 
Mr. Murray, would you get in exchange fer- men of real 
pride of character? You would get men who weed 
get men who would \re-eeho the ſentiment which w. 
:requently ſeen in the papers, and which was- — 
heard in that houſe, that there was a republican « mode of 
life | that it, hecatae” a" republican governmetit;""that-their 
public officers ſhotild tives with great economy, and with 
great auſterity of life. You would meet wir men alſo who 
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"The Quetion wa then put und agreed i, N 57. 


hn Patten, | 

liſha R. Potter, 
John Richards, 
Robert Rutherford, 
John 8. Sherburne, 

Tompſon J. Skinner, 
Urael Smith, 
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Richard Sprigg, juti. Mark Thomſon, 
William Strudwick, .- Joſeph B. Varnum, 
John Swanwick. - Abraham Venable, and 
George Thatcher, __ Richard Winn, 
Richard 'Thomas, | 

Thoſe who voted in the negative, are, 
Fiſher Ames, John Wilkes Kittery, 
Theophilus Bradbury, Samuel Lyman, 
Joſhua Coit, Francis Malbone, 
William Cooper, William Vans Murray, 
William Craik, John Page, 
Henry Dearhorn, John Reed, 
George Dent, Samuel Sewall, { 
Abiel Foſter, Samuel Sitgreaves, 
Dwight Foſter, Jeremiah Smith, 
Ezekiel Gilbert, Iſaac Smith, 
Henry Glen,. Samuel Smith, 
Chauncey Goodrich, William Stnith, | 
Roger Griſwold, Zephaniah Swift, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, John E. Van Allen, 
Thomas Hartley, Peleg Wadſworth, and 
William Hindman, John Williams. 


The laſt amendment reported by the committee of the 
whole Houſe, for ſtriking out the laſt clauſe of the ſaid re- 
port, in the words following, to wit :“ That in the 
opinion of the committee, an additional compenſation 
ought to be made for the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ninety ſeven, to each of the loan officers of the ſtates of 
Maſſachuſetts and New-York ; and that each of the ſaid of- 
ficers ought to be allowed the farther ſum of three hundred 
and ſeventy-five dollars, for the preſent year : and likewiſe, 
three hundred dollars, to be diſtributed, at their diſcretion, 
among the clerks in their reſpective offices, in addition to the 
compenſations heretofore allowed by law, to the faid clerks 
—and that the ſum of one hundred and twenty dollars, ought 
to be allowed to the loan officer of the ſtare of Pennſylvania, 
to be, in like manner, diſtributed among the clerks in his of- 
tice, for the preſent year,” was, on the queſtion put thereupon, 
agreed to by the Houſe, | 


Yeas - 60: 
Nays 27 


Theodorus Bailey, 
Abraham Baldwin, 
Thocaas Blount, 
Nathan Bryan, 
Daniel Buck, 
Demſey Burges, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
Gabriel Chriſtie, 
Thomas Claiborne, 
John Clopton, 
Joſhua Coit, 

Iſaac Coles, 

Samuel W. Dana, 
George Dent, 
William Findley, 
Jeſle Franklin, 


Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 


Albert Gallatin, 
William B. Giles, 
James Gilleſpie, 
Chriſtopher Greenup, 
Andrew Gregg, 
William B. Grove, 
Wade Hampton, 
George Hancock, 
Carter B. Harriſon, 
John Hathorn, 
Jonathan N. Havens, . 
Thomas Henderſon, 
James Holland, 


(0 
Thoſe who voted in the affirmative are, 


Andrew Jackſon, 
George Jackſon, 
Aaron Kitchell, 
Matthew Locke, 
William Lyman, 


Samuel Maclay, 


Nathaniel Man, 
John Milledge, 


Andrew Moore, 
Anthony New, 


John Nicholas, 
Alexander D. Orr, 
Jo ah Par ker, 


John Reed, 


John Richards, 
Robert Rutherford, 
Jeremiah Smith, 
Iſrael Smith, 

Iſaac Smith, 

Samuel Smith, | 
Richard Sprigg, jun. 
William Strudwick, 
John Swanwick, 
Zephaniah Swift, 


George Thatcher, 


Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomſon, . 
Joſeph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, and 
Richard Winn. 


Thoſe who voted in the negative are, 


Fiſher Ames, 
Theophilus Bradbury, 
William Craik, 
Henry Dearborn, 
Abiel Foſter, 

Dwight Foſter, 
Ezekiel Gilbert, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
Roger Griſwold, 


Robert Goodloe Harper, 


Thomas Hartley 
William Hindman, 


John Wilkes Kittera, 


Samuel Lyman, 
Francis Malbone, 


William Vans Murray, 


John Page, 

John Patten, 

Samuel Sewall, 

John S. Sherburne, 
Samuel Sitgreaves, 
William Smith, 

John E. Van Allen, 
Peleg Wadſworth, and 


John Williams. 
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And then, the main queſtion being taken, that the Houſe 
do agree with the committee of the whole Houſe, in the ſaid 
report, amended to read as followeth - ee, e ” 

ce That, in the opinion of the committee, the compenſation 
allowed by law, to the Attorney General, oyght to be aug- 
mented, by an additional compenſation of five hundred dol- 
lars, per annum, and to commence on the firſt day of January, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety ſeven.” . | 

« That, in the opinion of the committee, the act, intituled 
« An act to regulate the compenfation of clerks,” paſſed the 
thirtieth of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety fix, 
ought to be continued during the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ninety-ſeven, and no longer.” On a diviſion of 
Houſe, it was reſolved in the affirmative, 


Ayes 45 
Noes 34 


Ordered, that a bill or bills be brought in, purſuant to the 
faid report, as amended, and that Mr. Dearborn, Mr. Page, 
and Mr. Davenport, do prepare and bring in the ſame. | 

The Houſe reſolved itſelt into a committee of the whole 
on the ſubject of appropriations for the year 1797, Mr. Dent 
in the chair, when the article which relates to the contingent 
expences of the two branches of the legiſlature, amounting to 
12,000 dollars, being read, | | 

Mr. Baldwin ſaid he had often before made the remark, 
and he thought it not unſeaſonable now to repeat it, that the 
Houſe was too apt to be merely formal and ſuperficial in paſ- 
fing on the general eſtimate for the year. He was ſorry to 
obſerve that this item had within this year or two been conſi- 
derably increaſed; he believed the price of wood, ſtationary, 
and other articles purchaſed for the ſeſſion, was now much the 
ſame as in 1795, though the printer's bills might be higher, yet 
as the ſeſſion would be but three months, he thought the ſum 
allowed for 1795 would be ſufficient. He had always thought this 
charge for the contingencies of the two Houſes, one of the 
ſtrongeſt inſtances of that kind of looſe economy which, it has 
been complained, and perhaps with too much juſtice, pervades 
all the operations of the Federal Government—we have of- 
ten been reminded that to make an expedition into the woods 
to an Indian town or to build a frigate—or to coin one hun- 
dred tons of copper, coſts us a great deal more than it ever did 
any other government in this country. If this is a ſtrgng in · 
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Nanee of that file of economy, let us begin the reformation 
with ourſelves, and not be ſo prodigal this year in our contin. 


gent expence; our circumſtances call on us for greater atten- 


tion to economy. He was ſenſible the place for correcting 
theſe evils was ordinarily on paſſing the law authorizing the 


expence, and not on the appropriation for the payment of it; 


but this item and many others depended on no law—echang- 
ing the ſum in the eſtimate will eontroul the expence. If any 
one will take the trouble of looking over the vouchers on 


which theſe accounts have been ſettled for paſt years, he will 


ſee that there is room for more economy. One branch of 
= Legiſlature conſiſts of about 30 members—4o00 dollars 
a great ſum for the purchaſe of their wood, quills and pa- 
_ and for furniſhing them with copies of the buſineſs un- 
der conſideration. Is it poſiible that 12,000 dollars can be 
neceſſary for the two houſes ?—the whole yearly expences of 
ſome of the ſtate governments do not amount to a much great- 
er ſum ; he hoped this would be ſtruck out, and the ſum 


which was allowed for 1795, and ſome preceding be x 


be inſerted. 
Mr. Smith preſumed the eſtimate was founded upon ite. 
mation received from the ſecretary of the ſenate and the clerk 


of that houſe. He did not conceive it would make any diffe- 
rence in the expenditure, whether a larger or ſmaller ſum be 
app ted; as he did not ſuppoſe the ſenate or that houſe 
vould print the leſs becauſe a leſs ſum was appropriated. The 


gentleman, he ſaid, might, by his ſpeech, give an idea to the 
public that this would be a ſaving of ſo much money; but it 
would, in reality, make no difference. 


After a few obſervations from other members, the queſtion 


was put and negatived, 37 to 30. 
The Committee then roſe, and had leave to fit again. 


On motion to adjourn till Monday ſome oppotition was: 
— 5 and 2 divifion took place, when it was carried 40 


Nene til Monday. a 
Monday, January 36. 
Mr. Abiel Foſter preſented a petition of Bezaleel Howe, 


late a major in the army, praying compenſation for expences 
incurred, and loſſes fuſtained from a derangement, owing to 


the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion altering the Military Eſtabliſhment. 


Referred to the Jecretary at War, 
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Mr. Heath moved, that the petition of Alexander Fowler, 


preſented in January 1996, and the report of the committee: 


of claims thereon, be re=conitnitted to that committee.— 

Mr. Clopton preſented a petition of Robert Munford of 
Virginia, praying the liquidation of a claim of his late fa- 
ther, on the United States, as deputy commiſſary general of 
iſſues. WO 5 

Mr. Macon prefentetl a petition of John Wooton of North 
Carolina, praying a penſion in conſideration of wounds re- 
ceived while in the army. Referred to the committee of 
claims. | | Rum. 

Mr. S. Smith from the committee appointed to bring 
in a bill to alter and amend the act for aſcertaining and 
fixing the military eſtabliſhment, reported a bill which was 
twice read, and ordered to be committed to a committee of the 
whole on Wedneſday next. On 8 

A petition was preſented from the commiſſioner of loans, 
from the ftate of Rhode Iſland, which was read, and ordered. 
to lie on the table. — ine g 

A report was given in by Mr. Nicholas and read from 
the committee appointed to enquire into the progreſs made in 
the ſale of lands North Weſt of the river Ohio, and above the 
mouth of Kentucky river. The report was twice read, and 
referred to a committee of the whole. Ee: 

A letter to the ſpeaker from Samuel Meredith, treaſurer. 
of the United States, was read. It was accompanied by the 
accounts of the war department for the quarter ending De- 
cember 31, 1796. Ordered to be printed. 4 

Mr. Swanwick moved, that the committee of the whole 
ſhould be diſcharged from the further conſideration of the 
bill relative to certain officers, collectors of duties and ton- 
nage, as to additional compenſation. This was, that it might 
be referred back to the committee of commerce and man 
factures. This was done accordingly. * 

A report was made from the committee of claims, on the 
petitions of Winthrop Saltenſtall, Jane Adams, and David 
Scott. They were all negatived. 

The ſpeaker ſaid that he had received copies for members, 
of the confidential communications ordered to be printed, 
and that he would diſtribute them, at the riſing of the houſe. 

Mr. Swanwick from the committee of commerce and ma- 
nufactures, reported on the petition of John Robinſon and 
others, owners of the ſhip Charleſton. It appeared to the 


k 
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committee, that no fraud was intended in the ſhip not being 
regiſtered, and therefore recommended that the caſe be re- 
ferred .to the committee of the whole on the bill « to remit 
forfeitures and penalties in certain caſes.” 

Alſo, on the memoriabof Richard D'Cantillon and Daniel 
Lefferts, owners of a ſhip which had been ſold under executi- 
on, through the want of a regiſter, which had been loſt, and 


a new one could not be obtained, without delivering the old 


one up; on account of this caſe, they reported the following 
reſolution : 

Reſolved, That proviſion be made by law for granting cer- 
tificates of regiſtry, enrollment and licences, without ſurrendry 
of the old ones, in certain caſes on ſales, by proot of law, of 
any ſhip or veſſel. 

Ordered that a bill or bills be brought in accordingly by 
the committee of commerce and manufactures. 

Mr. G. Jackſon. preſented a memorial of Jacob Cagard, of 
Virginia, praying relief on a certain ſum of money which he 
had'been compelled to pay for the releaſe of his childrenfrom 
captivity among the Indians, in violation of a late treaty con- 
cluded between the United States and the ſaid Indians. It was 
referred to Mr. Maclay, Mr. G. Jackſon, and Mr. * to 
examine and report thereupon. 


Mr. Swanwick preſented the following petition. 
To the'Projdent, Senate, and Houſe of Repreſentatives 


The PETITION and REPRESENTATION of the pol 
named FREEMEN, 


ReſpeAfully bewerb: 


THAT being of African deſcent, late inhabitants and na- 
tives of North Carolina, to you only, under God, can we ap- 
ply with any hope of effect, for redreſs of our grievances, hav- 
ing been compelled to leave the ſtate wherein we had a right 
of reſidence, as freemen liberated under the hand and ſeal of 
humane and conſcientious maſters, the validity of which act 
of juſtice, in reſtoring us to our native right of freedom, was 
confirmed by judgment of the Superior court of North-Ca- 
rolina, wherein it was brought to trial; yet not long after this 
deciſion, a law of that ſtate was nota, under which men of 
cruel diſpoſition, and void of juſt principle, received counte- 
nance and authority in violently ſeizing, impriſoning and ſell- 
ing into ſlavery, ſuch as had been fo emancipated; whereby 
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we were reduced to the neceſſity of ſeparating from ſome ot 
our neafeſt and moſt tender connections, and of ſeeking re- 
fuge in ſuch parts of the Unjon where more regard is paid to 
the public declaration in favour of liberty and the common 
right of men, / ſeveral hundreds under our circumſtance hav- 
ing, in conſequence of the ſaid law, been hunted day and 
night, like beafts of the foreſt, by armed men with dogs, and 
made prey of as free and lawful plunder. Among others thus 
expoſed, I Jupiter Nicholſon, of Perquimons county, North- 
22 after being ſet free by my maſter, Thomas Nichol- 
an, and having been about two years employed as a ſeaman in 
the ſervice of Zachary Nickſon, on coming on ſhore, was pur- 
ſued by men with dog and arms; but was favoured to eſcape 
by night to Virginia, with my wife, who was manumited by 
Gabtiel Coſand, where I refided about four vears in the town 
of Portſmouth, chiefly employed in ſawing boards and ſcant- 
ling; from thence I removed with my wife to Philadelphia, 
where I have been employed at times by water, working along 
ſhore, or ſawing wood. I left behind me a father and mother, 
who were manumitted by 'Thomas. Nicholfon and Zachary 
Dickion ; they have been ſince taken up with a beloved bro- 
ther, and ſold into cruel bondage. 95s 

I Jacob Nicholſon, alſo of North Carolina, being ſet free 
by my maſter, Joſeph Nicholſon, but continuing to live with 
him till being purſued day and night I was obliged to leave my 
abode, ſleepin the woods, and ſtacks in the fields, &c. to eſcape 
the hands of violent men, who, induced by the profit afforded 
them by law, followed this courſe as a buſineſs; at length by 
night I made my eſcape, leaving a mother, one child and two 
brothers, to ſee whom I dare not return. 

I Job Albert, manumitted by Benjamin Albertſon, who was 
my careful guardian to protect me from being afterwards taken 
and ſold, providing me with a houſe to accommodate me and 
my wife, who was liberated by William Robertſon; but we 
were night and day hunted by men armed with guns, ſwords 
and piſtols, accompanied with maſtiff dogs; from whoſe vio- 
lence being one night apprehenſive of immediate danger, I left 
my dwelling locked and barred and faſtened with a chain, ly- 
ing at ſome diſtance from it, while my wife was by my kind 
maſter locked up under his roof; I heard them break into my 
houſe, where not finding their prey, they got but a ſmall boo- 
ty, a handkerchief of about a dollar value, and ſome provi- 
ſions; but not long after I was diſcovered and ſeized by Alex- 


ander Stafford, William Stafford and Thomas Creeſy, who 
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were armed; with guns and clubs: after binding me with my 
hands behind me, and a rope round my arms and body, they 
took me about four miles to Hartford priſon, where I lay four 


weeks, ſuffering much for want af proviſions from thence, 


with the aſſiſtance of a fellow-priſaner, a white map, I made 
my eſcape, and for three dollars was conveyed with my wife by 
a humane perſon, in a covered waggon by night, to Virginia, 
where, in the neighborhood of Portſmouth, I continued un- 
moleſted about four years, being chiefly engaged in ſawin 
boards and blank. On being adviſed to move nort hward, 
came with my wife to Philadelphia, where I have laboured 
for a livelihood upwards of two years, in ſummer moſtly along 
ſhore in veſſels and ſtores, and ſawing wood in the winter 
My mother was ſet free by Phineas Nickſon, my ſiſter by John 
Truebloood, and both taken up and ſold into flavery, myſelf 
deprived of the conſolation of ſeeing them, without being ex- 
poſed to the like grievous oppreſſion. * 

I Thomas Pritchet was ſet free by my maſter, Thoms: 
Pritchet, who furniſhed me with land to raiſe proviſions for my 
uſe, where I built myſelf a houſe, cleared a tufficient ſpat af 
woodland to produce ten buſhels of corn, and the. ſecond year 
about fifteen, the third, had as much planted as I ſuppoſe 
would have produced thirty buſhels ; this I was obliged to 
leave about one month before it was fit for gathering, being 
threatened by Holland Lockwood, who married my ſaid mat- 
ter's widow, that if I would not come and . ſerve him, he 
would apprehend me, and ſend me to the Weſt-Indies ; Enoch 
Ralph alſo threateniag to ſend me to gaol, and ſell me for the 
| good of the country : being thus in jeopardy, I left my little 
farm with my ſmall ſtock and utenſils, and my corn 
and eſcaped by night into Virginia, where ſhipping myſelf for 
Boſton, I was through ſtreſs of weather landed in New-York, 
where I ſerved as a waiter ſeventeen months ; but my mind 
being diſtreſſed on account of the ſituation of my wife and 
children, I returned to Norfolk in Virginia, with a hope of at 
leaſt ſeeing them, if I could not obtain their freedom; but 
finding I was advertiſed in the newſpaper, twenty dollars the 
reward for apprehending me, my dangerous ſituation obliged 
me to lcave Virginia, diſappointed of ſeeing my wife and chil- 
dren, coming to Philadelphia, where I reſided in the employ- 
ment of a waiter upwards of two years. | 

In addition to the hardſhip of our own caſe, as above ſet 
forth, we believe ourſelves warranted, on the preſent occaſion, 
in offering to your conſideration the ſingular caſe of a fellow 
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viack now confined in the gaol of this city, under ſanction of 
the act of general governnient, called the Fugitive Law, as it 
appears to us a flagrant proof how far human deings, merely 
on account of colour and complexion, are through provelling 
prejudice out-lawed and excluded from common juſtice and 
common humanity, by the operation of ſuch partial laws, in 
ſupport of habits and cuſtoms cruelly oppreſſive. Ihis man, 
having been many years paſt manumitted by his maſter in 
North-Carolina, was under the authority of the aforemention- 
ed law of that ſtate, ſold again into ſlavery, and, aſter having 
ſerved his purchaſer upwards of fix years, made his eſcape to 
Philadelphia, where'he has reſided eleven years, having a wife 
and four children; and by an agent of the Carolina claimer, 
has been lately apprehended and committed to priſon, bis ſaid 
claimer, ſoon after the man's efcaping from him, having ad- 
vertiſed him, offering a reward of ten filver dollars to any 
perſon that would bring him back, or five times that ſum to 
any perſon that would make due proof of his being killed, and 
no queſtions aſked by whom. — 3 


Me beſeech your impartial attention to our hard condition, 


not only with reſpect to our perſonal ſufferings as freemen, but 
25 a Claſs of that people who, diſtinguiſhed by colour, are there- 
fore, with a degrading partiality, conſidered by many, even of 
thoſe in eminent ſtation, as unentitled to that public juſtice and 
protection which is the great object of government. We in- 
dulge not a hape, or preſume to aſk for the interpoſition of 
your honourable body, beyond the extent of your conſtitution- 
al power or influence, yet are willipg to believe your ſerious, 
diſintereſted and candid confideratzon of the premiſes, under 
the benign Imprefſions of equity and mercy, producing up- 
right exertion of what is in your pqwer, may not be without 
ſome ſalutary effect, both for our rglief as a people, and to- 
ward the removal of obſtructions to public order and well 
being. | 

If notwithianding all that has deen publicly avowed 2s eſ- 
ſential principles reſpecting the extent of human right to free- 
dom; notwithſtanding we have had that right reſiored to us, 
ſo far as was in the power of thoſe by whom we were held as 
ſlaves, we cannot claim the privilege of repreſentation in your 
councils. yet we truſt we may addreſs you as fellow men, who, 
under God the ſovereign ruler of the univerſe, are intruſted 
with the diſtribution of juſtice, for the terror of evil doers, 
the encouragement and protection of the innocent, not doubt- 
ing that ybu are men of liberal minds, ſuſceptible of benevo- 
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lent feelings and clear conception of rectitude, to a catholic 
extent, who ean admit that black people (ſervile as their con- 
dition generally is throughout this continent) have natural af- 
fections, ſocial and domeſtic attachments and ſenſibhilities; and 
that therefore we may hope for a ſhare in your ſympathetic 
attention while we repreſent that the unconſtitutional bondage 
in which multitudes of our fellows in complexion are held, is 
to us a ſubject ſorrowfully affecting; for we cannot conceive 
their condition (more eſpecially thoſe who have been emanci- 
* pated, and taſted the ſweets of liberty, and again reduced to 
ſlavery by kidnappers and man- ſtealers) to be leſs afflicting or 
deplorable than the ſituation of citizens of the United States, 
captivated and enſtaved through the unrighteous policy pre- 
valent in Algiers We are far from conſidering all thoſe who 
retain ſlaves as wilful oppreſſors, being well aſſured that num- 
bers in the ſtate from whenee we are exiles, hold their {laves 
in bondage not of choice, but pofſefling them by inheritance, 
feel their minds burthened under the laviſh reſtraint of legal 
impediments to doing that juſtice which they are convinced is 
due to fellow rationals.— May we not be allowed to conſider 
this ſtretch of power, morally and politically, a governmental 
defect, if not a direct violation of the declared fundamentaf 
inciples of the conſtitution; and finally, is not ſome remedy 
an evil of ſuch magnitude highly worthy of the deep en- 

iry and unfeigned zeal of the ſupreme legiſlative body of a 
and enlightened people? Submitting our cauſe to God, 

and humbly craving vour beſt aid and influence, as you may 
be favoured and directed by that wiſdom which is from above, 
wherewith that vou may be eminently dignified and render- 
ed more conſpicuoufly, in the view of nations, a bleſſing to 
the people you repreſent, is the fincere prayer of your petiti- 
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The petition being read, n 3 

Mr. Swanwick ſaid, he hoped it would be referred to a ſe- 
lect committee. r 3 

Mr. Blount hoped it would not even be received by the 
Houſe. Agreeable to a law of the ſtate of North Carolina, he 
ſaid they were flaves, and could of courſe be ſeized as 
ſuch. | 7 1 
Mr. Thatcher thought the petition ought to be referred to 
the committee on the fugitive law. He conceived the gentle- 
man much miſtaken in ing theſe petitioners to be abſo- 
lute ſlaves. They ſtate that they were ſlaves, but that their 
maſters manumited them, and that their manumiſſions were 
ſanctioned by a law of that ſtate, but that a ſubſequent law 
of the ſame ftate ſubjected them to ſlavery ; and if even there 
was a law that allowed them to be taken and fold into ſlavery 
again, be could not ſce any propriety in refuſing their petition ' 
in that Houſe—THEY CERTAINLY (faid Mr. T.) ARE 
FRFE PEOPLE. It appeared they were taken under the 
fugitive act, which he thought ought not to affect them; they 
now came and prayed the Houſe ſo to model that ' fugitive 
act, as to prevent its affecting perſons of their deſcription. He 
therefore ſaw great propriety in referring their petition to the 
committee appointed to amend that act in another part; they 
could as well conſider 'its relation to the preſent caſe. He 
could not ſee how there would be a propriety in rejecting their 
petition; they had an undoubted right to petition the Houſe, 
and to be heard. , . | * . 
' Mr. Swanwick was ſurpriſed at the gentleman from N. 
Carolina (Mr. Blount) deſiring to rejet this petition; he 
could not have thought, nor could he indulge the ſuſpicion - 
now, that the gentleman was fo far from acknowledging the 
rights of man, as to prevent any claſs of men from petition- 
ing. If men were aggrieved, and conceive they have claim 
to attention, petitioning was their ſacred right, and that 
right ſhould never ſuffer innovation; whether the Houſe 
ought to grant, was another queſtion. The ſubject of their 
petition had a chim. to the attention of the Houſe. They 
Rate they were freed from ſlavery, but that they were much 
injured under a law of the United States. "I a law was ever 
made that bore hard on any claſs of people, Mr. S. hoped that 
the door would never be ſhut to their complaints. If the cir- 
cumſtance reſpecting theſe people was as they ſtated, their 
caſe was very hard. He animadverted on the atrocity io 
that reward of ten dollars offered for one of them if taker 
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alive, but that fifty ſhould be given if found dead, and no 
queſtions aſked. Was not this, he ſaid, encouragertient to 
put a period to that man's exiftence? Hotrid reward Could 


gentlemen hear it and not ſhudder ? f | 


Nr. Blount faidthe gentleman laſt up was miſtaken in call- 
ing the petitioners free men; the laws of N. Carolina, as he 


qbſerved before, did not ſuffer individuals to emancipate their 


ſlaves, and he ſhould wiſh to know what evidence there was 


to prove theſe men free, and except that was proved, the 
houſe had no right to attend to the petition” 

Mr. Sitgreaves, in anſwer to the gentleman laſt up, ſaid he 
would reverſe his queſtion, and aſk What evidence he had to 
prove that theſe men are not freemen; can he prove 
they are ſlaves ? They have ſtated that a law has been made 
in N. Carolina with a view to affect their caſe, and bring them 


again into a worſe flavery than before; they want to know 


whether they cannot obtain relief by their application to the 


vernment of the United States. Under theſe circumſtan- 


ces, Mr. 8. wiſhed to know why their petitions ſhould not be 
taken into conſideration. Was there any, thing in theſe 
men, he aſked, that ſhould prevent every kind of affiſtance 
being beſtowed on them? Had they not an equal right to be 
heard with other petitioners ? He hoped the houſe would not 
only give them an hearing, but afford them all the confolation 
of which their unfortunate caſe was ſuſceptible: if the houſe 
were obliged, through a want of power to extend to the caſe 


to object compliance with the prayers. Yet he hoped it would 


be done with all due tenderneſs ; before hearing them, he 
thought it would be exceedingly unjuſt to decide:—theſe 
people may produce documents ſufficient to obtain favourable 


attention ; therefore it was impoſſible before they were heard 


to conceive whether the houſe could conſtitutionally grant 
relief or not. He could ſee no impropriety in referring it; 
the object of referring a caſe was to enquire into facts, thus 
the committee prepared the way for diſcuſſion in the houſe ; 


and why the houſe ſhould refuſe to deliberate and diſcuſs this 


caſe, he knew not. 


Mr. Heath was clearly convinced theſe people were ſlaves, 


and therefore hoped their petition would lic on rhe table. He 
would remind the gentleman, that if they undertook this bu- 
ſineſs, they would ſoon have petitions enough of the ſame 


kind, and public buſineſs would be thereby prevented. It ap- 


peared to him to be more within the juriſdiction of the legiſ- 
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rr indeed the United Stare had nothing 1 | 
do with it. 

Mr. Madifon ſaid, he ſhould be ſorry to reject any petition 
whatever, in which it became the buſineſs of the houſe to at- 
tend; but he thought this caſe had no claim on their atten- 
tion. Yet, if it did not come within the purview of the le- 
giſlative body, he thought, it might be ſuffered to lie on the 
table. He thought it a-judicial caſe, and could obtain its due 
in 2coutrof eppeadin ths ſtate. If they are free by the laws of 
N. Carolina, they ought to apply to thoſe laws, and have their 
privilege eſtabliſhed If they are ſlaves, the conſtitution gives 
them no hopes of being heard here. A law has been paſſed 
to prevent the owners of thoſe ſlaves emanelpating them; it is 
therefore impoſſible that any relief can be granted. The pe- 
titioners are under the laws of N. Carolina, 4nd thoſe laws 
cannot be the interpreters of the laws of the United States. 

Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid, he was not prepared to deny that this 
petition is in the ſituation the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Madiſon) ſtates ; nor was he prepared to prove that it came 
under the power of 'the general government, but he could ſee 
no kind of reaſon why it ſhould not be ſent to a committee, 
who ſhould examine the caſe and report whether it required 
legiſlative interference, or whether it was a ſubject of judicial 
authority in the country whence the petitioners came. Many 
petitions; he ſaid, were ſent to the houſe, who referred them 
for inveſtigation to a committee, and many had been reported 
3s being under judicial power only, and as ſuch been rejected 
here. If this underwent the” ſame order, and ſhould be 
found to be of a judicial nature, the committee would report 
ſo, and the houſe would honourably refuſe it. This he 
thought the only juſt method. 

Mr. Rutherford concurred with the hea 
ſylvania, that this memorial ought to be referred to a com- 
mittee who would report whether theſe people had been 
emancipated, according to a law of the ſtate of N. Carolina or 
not. The circumſtances attending this caſe, hefaid, demand- 
ed a juſt and full inveſtigation, and if a law did exiſt either to 
emancipate, or ſend thete poor people into ſlavery, the houſe 
would then know. He doubted not, every thing juſt and pro- 
per would be done, but he hoped every due reſpect would be 
paid to the petition. In ſhort, he was aſſured every member 
in the houfe would with to act conſiſtently. This cafe, from 
the great hardſhips repreſented in the petition, applied cloſely 
to the niceſt feelings of the heart, and he hoped humanity 
would dictate a juſt decifion. 


n 
Mr. Gilbert hoped the petition would be referred to the 
committee propoſed ; he thought it laid claim to the huma- 
nity of the houſe. He thought every juſt ſatisfaction ſhould 
be given, and attention paid, to every claſs of perſons who 
appeal for deciſion to the houſ e. 
Mr. W. Smith ſaid, the practice of a former time, in a 
fimilar caſe, was, that the petition | was ſealed, up and ſent 
back to the petitioners, not being allowed even to remain an the 
files of the office. This method, he ſaid, ought to be purſued 
with reſpect to the preſent petition—lt was not a matter that 
claimed the attention of the legiſlature of the, United States, 
He thought it of ſuch an improper nature, as to be ſurpriſed 
any gentleman would preſent a petition of the kind. Theſe 
men are flaves, and, he thought, not entitled to attention 
from that body: to encourage ſlaves to . petition the houſe 
would have a tendency to invite continual applications. In- 
deed it would tend to ſpread an alarm throughout the ſouth- 
ern ftates;—it would act as an « entering wedge,” whoſe 
conſequences could not be. foreſeen. This is a kind of pro 
perty on which the houſe has no power to legiſlate. He 
hoped it would not be committed at all; it was not a pro 
ſubject for legiſlative attention. He was not of the opinion 
of ſome. gentlemen, that the . houſe were bound to it on 
every queſtion recommended to their notice, He thought 
parents attention ought to be paid to the lateneſs of the 
eſſion: if this, ſubject were to be conſidered, too much 
time of the houſe would be devoured which was much want- 
ed on important buſineſs. _ Des 
Mr. Thatcher ſaid he was in favour of referring this peti- 
tion. He could ſee no reaſon which.had been adduced to 
prove the impropriety of receiving a petition from theſe peo- 
ple. The gentleman. from North Ecxolina (M. Blount) is 
of the opinion, that theſe people being . ſlaves, , the hquſe 
ought not to pay attention to their prayer. This, he ſaid, 
was quite new language—a ſyſtem of conduct which he never 
_ faw the houſe practice, and hoped he never ſhould. [That 
the houſe ſhould not receive a petition without an evidence 
to prove it was from a free man ! this was a language which 
oppoſed the conſtitutional freedom of every ſtate where the 
declaration of rights had been made : they all declare that 
every man is born equally free, and that each have an equal right 
to petition if aggrieved: this doctrine he never heard ob- 
jected to. 25 
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The gentlemen from Mn nm (Mr. Madifon and Mr. Heath) 
had ſaid it was a judicial and not a legiſlative queſtion ; 
they ſay the petition proves it, and that it ought not be at- 
tended to. Mr. Thatcher ſaid he ſaw no proof whatever of 
the impropriety of the houſe receiving it. There might be 
ſome judicial queſtion growing out of the caſe; but that 
was no reaſon, becauſe it might poſſibly undergo a judicial 
courſe, that the general government were not to be petition- 
ed. The gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Smith) had 
ſaid, © that this was a kind of property on which the houſe 
could not legiſlate ;” but he would anſwer, this was a kind 
of property on which they were bound to legiſlate. The fu- 
gitive act could prove this authority: if petitions were not 
to be received they would have to legiſlate in the dark. It 
appeared plainly that theſe men 'were manumitted by their 
maſters, and becauſe a number of men who called them- 
ſelves legiſlators ſhould, after they had the aCtual enjoyment 
of their liberty, come forward and ſay that theſe men ſhould 
not remain at liberty, and actually authorize their re-capti- 
vity, he thought it exceedingly unjuſt to deprive them of 
the right” of petitioning to have their injuries redreſſed. 
Theſe were a ſet of men on whom the fugitive law had no 
power, and he thought they claimed protection under the 
power of that houſe, which always ought to lean towards 
FREEDOM. Though they could not give freedom to 
ſlaves, yet he hoped gentlemen would never refuſe to lend 
their aid to ſecure | in their rights againſt tyran- 
nical impofation. | 

Mr. Chriſtie thought no part of the fugitive act operated 
againſt freedom. ' He thought no good could be derived 
from ſending the petition to a committee; they could not 
prove whether they were ſlaves or not. He was much ſur- 
3 gentleman in the houſe ſhould preſent ſuch a pe- 
tition. Mr. Chriftie ſaid he was of the ſame opinion with 
the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Smith) that the pe- 
tition ought to be /ent back again. He hoped the gentleman 
from Pennſylvania (Mr. Swanwick) would never hand fuch 
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another petition into the houſe. 


Mr. Holland ſaid, the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. 
Thatcher) ſaid « the hou ought to lean towards freedom.” 
Did he mean to ſet all ſlaves at liberty, or receive petitions 
from all? Sure he was, that if this was received, it would 
not be long before the table would be filled with ſimilar com- 
Plaints, and the houſe might fit for no other purpoſe than to 
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hear them. It was a judicial queſtion, and the houſe ought 
not to pretend to determine the point; why then ſhould they 
take up time on it? To put an end to 5 6 hoped it would 
be ordered to lie on the table. Wes 

Mr. Macon ſaid, he had bearkened very cloſely to the 
obſervations of gentlemen on the ſubject, an could ſee no 
reaſon to alter his defire that it would not be committed. 
No man, he ſaid, wiſhed to encourage petitions more than 
himſelf, and no man had conſidered this ſubject more. Theſe 
men could not receive any aid from the general government; 


but by application to the ſtate, juſtice would be done them. 


Trials of this kind had very frequently been brought on in all 
the different courts of. that ſtate, and had very often ended 
in the freedom of flayes; the appeal. was fair, and juſtice 
was done. Mr. Macon thought it a, very delicate ſubject for 
the general government to act on; he hoped it would not 
be committed; but he ſhould- not be ſorry if the. propoſition 
of a gentleman (Mr. Smith) was to take place, that it was 
to be ſent back again. | wits > bY: 
Mr. W. Smith obſerved that a gentleman (Mr. Thatcher) 
had utterred a wiſh to draw theſe people from their ſtate of 
ſlavery to liberty. Mr. Smith did not think they were ſent 
there to take up tlie ſubject of emancipation. When u. 
jefs of this kind is brought up in the houſe they ought to be 
deprecated as dangerous. They tended to produce very un- 
comfortable circumſtances. 255 6 
Mr. Varnum ſaid the petitioners had received injury un- 
der a law of the United States, (the fugitive act) and not 
merely a law of North Carolina, and therefore he thought 
they had an undoubted right to the attention of the gene- 
ral government if that act bore hard on them. They ſtated 
themſelves to be freemen, and he did not ſee any oppoſition 
of force to convince the houſe they were not: ſurely it could 
not be faid that colour alone ſhould deſignate them flaves. 
If theſe people had been free, and yet were taken up under 
a law of the United States, and put into priſon, then it 
appeared plainly the duty of the houſe to enquire whether 
that act had ſuch an unjuſt tendency, and if it had, proper 
zmendments ſhould be made to it to prevent the like con- 
ſequences in ſuture. It required nothing more under that 
act than that the perſon. ſuſpected ſhould be brought be- 
fore a ſingle magiſtrate, and evidence given that he 1s a 
ſlave, which evidence the magiſtrate could not know if diſ- 
tant from the ſtate ; the perſon may bz a freeman, for it 
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woutd not/be eaſy to know whether the evidence was good; 
at-a diſtance from the ſtate : the poor mat is chen ſent'tb 
his ſtate in ſſavery. Mr. Varnum hoped the houſe would 
rake all poſſible care that freemen ſhould not be mide ſlaves: 
i be — + Barr wat more important than to be deprived 

pr could not think why gentlemen ſhould be 
eint kiving the fact examined, if it appears that they are 
faves the petition''will, of + courſe be diſmiſſed, but if i 
ſhould appear they are free, and receive. injury under the 
fugitive act, the United States dught to mend i * ſo chat 
juſtice mould be done!: 

Mr. Blownt ſaid; admitting thoſe perſohs who hall been 
taken up were ſent back to North Carolina, they would then 
have permiſſion to apply to any of the courts in the ſtate for 
a fair ttial of their p = there are very few Tourts in which 

Poor 4 and abtained their 
He agreed with the gentleman from Maffachuſetrs 
on the freedom of theſe mei to procure their rights, it did 


not appear to him that they wete free ; true they nd) been 


ſet * but that manumiſſion was from their maſters; who 


had not W to oy them free - without 4 Ar ape of wy 
legiſlature. - 


Mr. Kitchell could not tee wide objection Gould obtain to 
prevent cheſe people being heard. The queſtion was not 
now whether they ure of are not flaves;/ but it ig on a law 
of the United States: They aſſert that this law does act in- 
j uriouſly to them; the queſtion is therefore whether” a com- 
mittee ſhall” be appointed to-enquire on the improper force 
are free men 
he ſaid, they ought not to be ſent back from the moſt diſtant 
part of the United States to North Carolina to have juſtice 
done them, but the ought to receive it from rd enteral 
government Who made the law they complain of. 

Mr. — faid he had not examined the \forve of the 
law on the fu and was not prepared to ide ; there 
could be no — referring it for examination, when the 
committee would report their opinion of the. — and 
gentlemen be prepared to act on it. 

On the queſtion for 3 the benen being put; i 
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Mr. Harper laid upon the table an alteration to the reſo. 
lution which he had brought forward ſome days ago, rela- 
tive to vertain annual ſtatemehts of revenue being laid be- 
fore the houſe, viz. to omit hat related to 4 lift of all the 
'officers employed; and the compenſations allowed to each, 
as he found it would be mcohvenient to obtain ſuch a hiſt. 
The bouſe reſolved itſelf, into a committee of the whole, 
en the ſubgect of appropriations, für the year 1797, Mr. 
Dent in the chair, the ſum eſtimated for the expence of the 
Jegiſlature being under confideratione 
Mr. 8. Smith moved that inſtead of fix months, - three 
ſhoultl be iniferted,'-as the time which congreſs would fit this 
year. weuld ndt be longer than that period. 
Mr, Gallatin wiſhed the, g an would agree to inſert 
——— of _ — as he — 
the money apprapria year was expended, and thet 
would cbnſequently be December if laſt year, and January, 
February and December in this year; wo be provided for. 
Mt. Sitgreaves wiſhed to know whether the preſent ſeſ- 
ſion only. was miluded; or whether December in the next 
Was caleulated-? If the eſtimation extended to the next ſeſ- 
ſion, he thought the amendment ſhould not take place, be- 
cauſe there might be cauſe for firing their meeting at an 
earlier day before they ſeparated;; or the Preſident might 
convene them at an eaflier day than uſual # he 'faw oecaſi- 
on. If this--ſhould be the (cafe, and the appropriation was 
made oniy fur four months, embarraſsment might be the 
conſequence; but no inconvenience could ariſe from grant- 
ing more than was wanted, 4s the expenve was of ſuch a 
nature as could readily be checked. 29 12 20 
2 * Nicholas coneurred in opinion with the 
USP S152 ͤ ˙9y 16 oor ee Iron vl ef irc anc; 
; Mz Varhum -th t differently. He was not for vot- 
ing for any one object more than appeared to be neceffary. 
If, ag had been ſuppoſed, the ſeſſion would be longer than 
was at preſent expected, an additional appropriation might 
be made ; but he was againſt looking up ſums of money in 
too large appropriations, which might be wanted for other 
purpoſes. He thought three — would be a ſufficient 
eſtimate, viz. two in this ſeſſion, and one in the next. 
Mr. Williams ſaid, it would be well for the committee 
to conſider, that the ſenate might ſit after the houſe of re- 
preſentatives adjourned, or be called together again. He 
would therefore, wiſh the motion to be confined to that 
houſe only. | | 
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Ie motion for firiking. ous f inftatidg; Hour as 
carried. 

The ſums of money appropriated were altered of clnnki; 

Mr. Gallatin moved that ſpare Bats. bh inſerted in 
place of 34,000 dollars, for defraying the of clerks 
of courts, jurors and witneſſes, in aid of the funds arifng 
from fines, forfeitures: and penakies, and likewiſe for de- 
fraying the expentfes' of profecutions for offences againſt the 
United States, and for ſafe keeping of prifaners.' 30,000 
was. thought ſufficient laſt year, . it had been found fo, 
or the fecretary of the treaſury would have reparted 5 defi- 
ciency. 

Mr. Greenup faid this Sand had vaſtly Lach * bo 
wiſhed it to be reduced lower than propoſed. It was for- 
merly 12, c, and he nde not way" it ſhould now be 
more. 

Mr. Thatcher ſaid it was. impoſhbls to 2 3. or 4009 
dollars what would be neceſſary under this head. He had 
no objection to reduce the fum, though he could fee no in- 
convenience which could ariſe from the yars remaining as it 
ſtood. 

Mr. 8. Smith — chat the ſum bt be fe blank, 
that they might aſcertain. the ſum neceſſary. 12 

On motion of Mr. Coit, the compenſation meſſen- 
gers, and office-keepers to the treaſurer of the Lnited States, 
the purveyor of the treaſury and an aſſiſtant office keeper 
to the ſecretary of ſtate were ſtruck outs: on th ground of 
their being new items. | 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, in the purveyor of che treaſury's akes, 
there was a clerk, faid to be in purfuance of the act May 
30th, 1796. That act, he remarked, did not make provi- 
lion for any new clerk; it only gave a power to apportion a 
ſum of money amongſt the clerks then - employed. He, 
therefore, moved to ſtrike out that item of 50 __ 
Apreed. 

Mr. Baldwin believed the item of 800 dollars for print- 
ing an edition of the laws had been copied from an old 
eſtimate, without conſidering that a new edition of the laws 
was now printing. It had been cuſtomary heretafore, he 
ſaid, to print an edition of the laws at the cloſe of every 
ſeſſion, two copies of which were fent to every member; 
but as there had been a law paſſed for printing 5000 copies 
of the whole laws, he conceived there was no neceſſity for 
the item alluded to, as one edition of the lawy would be 
ſuſſicient. 


(1-000 0 


Mr. W. Smith: did. not think with the gentleman from 
Georgia, that the item alluded to was unneceſſary. He be, 
lieved it was neceſſary there ſhould be a ſmall edition of 
the laws at the end of the ſeſſion. The edition of the laws 
to which the gentleman had alluded, would - not be out for 


ſome time, and it had been uſual for members to haye the 


laws of the ſeſſion ſent to them ſoon after adjournment. It 
was alſo: neceflary that the officers of the revenue, ble at 
&c. ſhould! have copies of the laws as ſoon as En le af 
ter they were paſſe d. 41 
Mr. — thank iyes-2-coiny-of every law ni 
ſheet as ſoon as paſſed, a copy of which was laid upon the 
deſk of cach member, which * ſuppoſed was meant by 
this item. CY 16 20008 
Mr. Swift obſerved, that how a w of 3d March, 1 795, 
5000 copies of the laws were ordered to be printed. 45 
500 of which were to be diſtributed amongſt the different 
ſtates, and the other g 00 to be diſpoſed of as may be heres 
after by law directed. This edition will make four volumes; 
but he thought it would be convenient to have a number of 
the laws printed off as heretofore to make complete ſets of 
thoſe already in the hands of members. This, he faid, 
would not be attended with much additional expence, as the 
— would be ſet for the other edition, and there would, 
erefore; only be the preſs work and paper to pay for. Be 


pug the 800 dollars might be reduced to 300. 


Mr. Baldwin conceived that as there were 1600 dollars 
in the next line for an edition of the laws of this ſeſſion, 
the 800 in queſtion need not to be retained. 2400 aalen 
appeared too much for printing the laws of one ſeſſon- 

Mr. Swanwick ſaid he believed 1600 dallars would | ay 


for printing all the laws they ſhould paſs this ſeſſion. 


Mr. Harper thought both editions neceſſary, 

The queſtion for {triking out, was put and. negatived, 16 
only being for it. 

Mr. Greenup ſaid he found two items, 1590 dollars dach, 


for ſtriking Mediterranean paſſports. He thought one was 
ſufficient, and moved to ſtrike out the other. Befdes he 
thought the expence enormous. 


Mr. 8. Smith faid it would-be neceſſary to preſerve this 


item, as a very conſiderable revenue aroſe from thence... Our 
. captains,” he ſaid, were obliged to carry one of theſe, and 


pd 
%% 


if they were not Ar for, they could not 1 bad: 


ere 
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Mr. W. Smith ſaid, it would be ſeen that one of the 
items was for laſt. year, which was not then appropriated 
for ; but the expence — been incurred, muſt be pages 

The queſtion was put negatived. 

Mr. Holland Oaks wh the mint eſtabliſhment. was of no 
real uſe to the United States; he therefore propoſed to 
ſtrike out the whole eſtimate of 10, 600 dollars for _ * 
partment. 

00 motion not being ſeconded, el co dbe ground. of 
FOurte 

Mr. Coit moved to ſtrike out 350 dollars. appr riated 
ſor ſtationary, oſſice rent, &c. for the governor. of the ter- 
ritory north- weſt of the river Ohio 

Mr. Dayton (the ſpeaker) thought it deſeryed to be conſi- 
dered whether this item had been before allowed. 

Mr. Coit ſaid, if it had been allowed, he deubted the 
propriety of it. The ſalaries allowed, he thought ſufficient» 
ly ample, without this contingent. | + 

Mr. Gallatin. ſaid there had always been. this charge al: 
lowed heretofore, and he ſhould therefore be ng ſtriking 
it out. 

The queſtion was put and negatived.., 

Mr. Swift believed the youngeſt children of the late ma- 
jor general Warren, were now of age, and therefore the 
459 dollars, heretofore allowed them might be druck out. 

greed. 

Al Swift made a ſimilar. motion with reſpect to the ſon 
of the late major general Mercer ; but on its appearing that 
there was at leaſt a probability he wanted yet a few months 
of being 21 years age, the motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. Gallatin moyed that the 7000 dollars appropriated 
for the wages of perſong employed in the mint, ſhould be 
left a blank, as there was a committee on chat tubject, who 
had not yet reported, Agreed, - 

Mr. Gallatin faid, the next head was the diplomatic 4 
partment, which had; been always conſidered as a ſeparate 
ſubject. Indeed ſome inquiries would be neceſſary with 
reſpect, to one of the items at leaſt. He ſhould move there- 
fore for the committee to riſe, and report that Part of the 
cſtimate- which. had been agreed 8Oe:; rd cl. 

Mr. W. Smith dig, not ſee any reaſon why, the. commit- 
tee ſhould riſe. Any enquiry might as well be made now 
as at any future day, They had no law this ſeſhon before 
them. Any extra expence of the diplomatic departruent 


„ 


rould ——— come in, in the current erpenoes of the 
| for. e did not expect any other-infarmation on che ſub- 
There remained to 4 — for 67, 900 dollars. 
— items were before them, a be determined upon. 
It would be better to paſs the whole together” than to have a 
ſeparate act. This imateʒ he ſaid; would be referred ta 
— committee to bring in a bill and” undergo farther diſcuſ. 
on. He did not ſee why they ſhould have a ſeparate bill 
ſaw no reaſon for deisehing this, any more than — 
other ſubjet. 
Mr. Greenup faid information was neceffiry- on ſoms of 
the items, and he hoped the committee would riſe. 
Mr. —— ſaid there was à charge of go, ooo dollar 
for continuing. efecution of the claims of our citizens, 


_ wiſhed om - hay is been captured by the belligerent powers 
0 


me check to be put upon this expenditure. He 


withed 2 quantum of expence required iy 
this buſineſs, He did not think they were juſtified in ap- 


g money to a large extent, u there was 
my heck bur the will of We 2 
appear extraordinary, that he, who was a member of the 
committee of the ways and means, ſhould want informati- 
on on this ſubjectʒ but this item had never come into diſ- 
cuſſion in that committee when he was preſent, and he be 
lieved had been introdueed into the eftimate as a matter of 
courſe, He therefore wiſhed the committee to riſe, and 
he thought it would be beſt to have the ne we 
this department in an act by itſelf. 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid, it would be recollected chat in the 
eſtimate of the ſeeretary of ſtate laſt ſeſſion, there was an 
eſtimate of zo, ooo dollars for this ſubject, and that, after 
a full diſcuſhon, a majority of that houſe had agreed to it. 
This, therefore, had ſanctioned the principle of — 
this ch The onl queſtion was as to the quantity 

o, o were ht too much, the ſum might be 
ont, and left a blank, to be filled up hereafter, - 

Mr. Nicholas faid, he believed thehouſe meant laſt ſeſſion 
fat leaft he could - ſpeak for himſelf) to vote for a ſum of mo- 
ney for the purpoſe in queſtion, and not that they would go 
to any length in the buſineſs. Indeed, he ſhould be diſpoſed 
to alk for an account of the expenditure of the money they 
had voted laſt ſeſſhon, before he thought of voting for more. 
The queſtion would now come up in A my nnn 
from hat it did then. g 5 mot. 


— 
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before them 4oknow. whether _ farther. — 
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Mr. Swanwick ſaid it would be very defi defirable . the 
ſucceſs which our agents had had ur 
oO: 'of which eur citizens dad been, 
ore freſh — of money were vdted on that gs 
_— if the ſpeculations were to be tontumued, . 
was concurring. with the Britin and French in . att: 
upon the property of our citizens, by thus voting 2 
money. If nay. bh e this money, A — 
expended e lawyers, it we an har 
expended upon it — be their intereſt to fament di 


betwixt the two countries. He was, aan e 


* committee's riſi 


W e 

Mr. oped it not ut. 
the item would be preſeryed... If che ſum fours Tie 
too large, it might be left a blank. It was. well known agents 
had been. — in the bukaeſs, and What the extent of 
the expenſe would he could not now Pere * r 
ſome ſam ſhuld be appro d. | 

Mr. Nicholas did mot 


© they bad i 


What had been appropriated, an 0 og hut if 
they were to go on appropriating) could be no doubt 
but the expaue would keep pace with their bralei gant 


82 wiſhed the eammittes'to le., „They were 
told that the diplomatic department was to cot 107,000 dol- 
lars, from which was te he deducted the regular'amual ap- 

propriation f g, ooo dollars: which left a ſum of 67,990 to 
be provided. "They : had laſt ſeſſion been called upon for 
505,00 dollars to proſecute our claims againſt: the Britiſh for 
their — 1 thoſe ſpoilagions were tontinned; and, the 


were now called For farther ſum. of. $0,000; dollars. 


He ſuppoſed, another year, ſince the French were now: 
lowing the example of che Britiſh, in committing ſpoilatiens 
on our property, 1 5, ooo dollars would — wanted to proſe- 
cute our claims againſt both nations. He hoped, hen th 
money was granted laſt ſeſſion for adjuſting the dlaime of 
dur merchants, that thoſe: ſpoilatiens would not have been 
continued ; but they heard every day of bur veſſels being 
ſeized and carried into Martinique. Indeed, it would - be 
the intereſt of Great Britain to prevent theſe claims being 
ſcttled, whilſt they can receive from us an annual income of 
£0,000 dollars. 
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Mr. Thatcher ſald, he knew of no good anſwered by tra- 
t ing to Great Biitain, France, Martinique, &c. When 
g on the * ſubject. It was well known; tliat 
in conſequence 0 depfeditions conimitted on the commerce 
of this country, agents had been appointed in order to obtain 
redreſs ; the buſineſs was in train. Theſe facts were enough 
to juſtify the item. If it was neceſſary to gain information 
as to the ſum neceſſary, the go, ooo dollars might be ſtruck 
out, until due enquiry was made; but he would by all ment 
preferve the itemm 
Mr. 'Sewall ſaid, the ventlemety from Petitiſylvania (My 
Swanwick) ſeemed to think the diplomatic department ought 
to be ſwallowed' up by the war departinent.— Means, Mr. 
Sewall ſaid, had been provided by the Britiſh treaty, for the 
ſettlement of the ſpoilations committed upbn our commeret 
by that nation; perhaps the ſame meafhs might hereafter be 
agreed upon with France; but he traſted, they ſhould never 
ſuffer our eitizens to be kept in bondage in any country, for 
the ſake of a few thouſand dollars employed under the head 
of the diplomatic department. In his opinion, inoney ſpent 
in a diplomatic and peaceable way, was much bettet expend- 
ed than in building navies and preparing for war; it was ne- 
cefſary government ſhould undettake the ſettlement df this 
buſineſs, ſinde merchants could not do it for themſelves. 
They might indeed, if government permitted and ſanctioned 
them, fit out letters of mark and make repriſals; but, as 
government had choſen a peaceahle courſe in preference, f it 
was deſirable that they ſhould purſue | TR 
Mr Swanwick gave the Entlewin from Maſſachuſetts ete- 
dit for his remark on the war and diplomatic. departments. 
Mr. Swanwick ſaid, he thought the diplomatic department 
nearly allied to the military, and that the latter naturally 
out of the former; becauſe; if diſputes were not con- 
tinually engendered, theſe gentlemen would have nothing to 
do; and whilſt they could receive 20,000 dollars annually 
for an employment of this kind, they would ſo contrive tlie 
buſineſs as not to want employment. And while one coun- 
try received 50,000 dollars a year to be expended in law — 
to adjuſt ſpoilatior!s committed upon our commerce, 
would hold out inducements to other nations to uſe us in 1 
fimilat manner, ſince they ſaw that they may do it with i im- 
punity: For his own part, he wiſhed for peace as much as 
— man z but he wonld wiſh to preſerve that 8 with 
onour. | 
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Mx. Dayton (the ſpedker) conceived it 60 be their duly,” 
before they agreed to the ſtem under conſiteration, amohft- 

ing to $0,000 dollars, to conſider welt whether che Uted 


whatever. He would therefore be in favour of ſtriking gut 
the bill 
after the object of this expenditure had been more fully ex- 
plained and underſtood: M 
neſs to appropriate more than a tenth part of that ſum for 
the purpoſe exptetſed,* He | 75 


profecuting in the higher courts. ' Such uſeful and neceflary 


when compared with the extravagant appropriation of, 56,009. 
dollars, which he hoped would 


The chairman declared the queſtion not capable of 

don. , , ; 5 4 N 4 "£32 | gi Ms x © g | 

The queſtion being put for ſtriking out the, item, the votes 
Vor. II. Q q E 
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were. for it, inſt it 39, when the, chairman Wi in 
the N N ' queſtion not carried. Ine 
Mm queſtion was en bat for ſtriking out the fam and 
carrie 
45 00 Galatin moved to ſtrike” out the words continuing 
EI roſecution,” and inſert in their place «expenſe relative 
in order to, 25 an e pf ſanctioning a conti 


e in the proſecution of theſe claims. This amendment 
would alſo meet the ideas of the gentleman from New Jerſey. 


Nr. Swanwick ſeconded the motion; for he did not believe 


we ſhould ever get ſo much from Britain « on. account of the. 


ſpoliations, ag. would be ſpent in the purſuit c of them. | 0 g 


c queſtion 1 was put and carried, 
The committee then roſe and had Rate to. 8 again. , 
i e e ul ol 


, p 88 60.22 
6 0 641 * 4 _ Fs 300. 
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All 711 Tee, * 11 315 415 u 2650560 


Ir. teen 2 A petitip fron tony inhabjtanes of 
the Tate of Maflach uſctts, pra for, a, p ſt road betwe 
Taunton and Boſton : 25 K. 95 prgg alſo p Walen 2 rei 5g 
from the deputy poſt-maſter of- Georgetown, Maryland, 
praying for an ineregſe of falary ;both, of which were re- 
8 to the e of the whole e on the 2160 of paſte, 
and poſt-roads. 
"I Clopton preſented a petition kom” "Faward Lacey, 
raying for the lenmpe wachen of N , the . 
Referred to che committee of clin, * 


EEE, 


Gen, 1050 ne, praying that his pay may he continiicd: ill Auk 
4th of M = prong go that py . at which he had 
expected to have tt: ſtruck off the fervice, and as he had 
had to travel, at a great expenſe, near one thouſand miles 
to his own home, from. 72 place where he was on duty. 
Refetred to the e war. 

Mr. Dwight Foſter, from 


reports on the petitions of Eliſha Gordon, John Valentine and 

John, Curle, Henry Bower and Thomas Donallon, which 

were againſt the petitioners, and concurred in by. the houſe. 
Mr. Gilbert moved that the petition of Laurence Fonda, 

preſented and reported upon by the ſecretary of the treaſury, 

at a former ſclfion, 

clatms. Agreed. 


' be now referred to the committee of 


the committee of claims, made ; 


mh & 
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N 
A meſſage was received from the ſenate; informing the 


| wa that the preſident had-a ed and 5 gned an act for 

enforcing t the laws of the Unity States th the ago K. . 
ne 182 3; ; 

Alſo, that thy had pen x Joint emmittes, oa 


Meftrs. Sedgwick, Laurence and Read, to act in conjuno - 
tion with a committee to be appointed By the houſe of re- 
preſentatives, to aſcertain and fix' the mode of cexaminiing 
the votes of the electors for — vice preſident of 
the United States, 8&c. and to regulate the time and manner 
of adminiſtering the oaths of office Wen preſident and vice 
prefident of the United States. 

Mr. W. Smith preſented a memorial 8 North and ve⸗ 
ſey, merchants of Charleſton, prayingfor a remiſſion 'of du- 
ties on goods deſtroyed by fire. 

Mr. —— preſented petitions from Robert Sage and Tho- 
mas Hall, praying for remiſſion of fines incurred under, the 
revenue laws, on account of goods found on board their delt 
ſels, liable to duty, which had not been duly entered 
The three laſt named petitions were referred to che com- 
mittee of commerce and manufactures. 

Mr. Henderſon propoſed the following reſolutions to the 
houſe ; he obſerved his reaſon: for offering them was to bring 
the whale ſubject of indirect taxation forward at one =. 
The — of South Carolina (Mr. nog wah had offere 
many articles to their attention, but not — 
theſe now propoſed, he would move that they be DF — to 
the committee of the whole on che ſubject of indirect taxa- 
tion, viz. 

Reſl ved, That were ought to be laid an additional duty 
of cents, per gallon, on all beer, ale and. porter, 

imported in caſks, into the United States. © 

Reſolved, That there 6ught to be laid an additional duty 
of cents, per dozen bottles, on all beer, ale and 
porter, imported in bottles. - 

Reſolved, That there ought to be lid an additional duty 
of cents, per pair, on every Pair of boots, 1 im- 
portec. 

Reſolved, That there ought to be laid an additional duty 
of cents, per pair, on all imported ſhoes and ſlip- 
pers of filk; and on all other ſhoes, flippers, clogs, and 
goloſhoes, for men and women, pair, cents; 
and on all ſhoes and flippers for hildren, cents 


per pair. 


U 328. } 


is. theo That there ought to be laid an additional du ſta 
of. cents, rer paund, on all fouchong 20 tine 
teas; | | E N = ou, 
Reſolved, That there ought to {5 laid an additional duty the 
of cents, per pound, on all hyſon, imperial and I W 
gunpowder teas, imported; and on all other green teas, ide 
.. , cents per pound. wi 
Wee That there ought to be hid an additional duty coi 
dente, per hundred weight, on. a eee W 
—5 ſteel. i: ing 


Reſolved, That there ought to, be laid an additional duty be 
of | . per. ne weight; on all darin WI 
imported. the 

Reſolved, That Hil — 10 ew laid an ee duty po 
of cents, per pound, on all nails, imported. 


3 That there ought to be laid an additional duty ge: 
e cents, per hundred weight, on all Glauber tee 
kal, im b imported. fol 


Reſolusd, That A aa ought. m be laid an e duty me 
of. -.- . let, per Nerd. on al manufactured 1 88 po 


co, imported. mi 
Rgſolusd, That there ought to. be laid an additional 155 he 
of cents, per pound, on all fnuff importddd the 
Reſelued, That there ought to be laid an additional duty ide 
of cents, per pound on all cocoa, imported. ot] 
Roots: That there ought. to be laid an additional duty we 
of cents, per pound, on all chocolate, imported: W. 
Reſolued,. That there ought to be laid an additional duty pe 
of cents, per pound, on all pepper, imported. 
Reſolved, That there ought to be laid an additional duty fo 
of cebnts, per pound, on all pimento, imported, Ws 
Reſolved, That there ought to; be laid, a duty f ine 
cents, per pound, on all chogolate manufactured within the tre 
United States. | W 
Reſolved, That there ought to be laid a duty of o 
cents, pet pound, on all ſnuff manufactured within the pre 
United States. me 


Mr. W. Smith laid, if he loathe « any good could be de- ed 
rived from the propoſitions, he ſhould be glad to indulge the ſy 
gentleman, but not perceiying any advantages whatever, he * | to 


| muſt oppoſe the reference. He had not time at preſent to BY 
— go into the merits. pr demerits of theſe ſeveral articles: let wy 
thought they would have the injurious tendency to lead the NO 


houſe from the view of direct taxes, and thus loſe the ſub- 


1 


ſtance while they graſped at a ſhadow: it woukl argue that 
te ;houſs,, were to reſort to impaſts for revenue, when it 
ought to be obſeryed that this was the maſt improper time 
that could be pointed out for an extenſion of that ſyſtem. 
We have, Mr. Smith ſaid, the ſecretary of the treaſury's 
ideas on the ſyſtem; he conſiders, that if entered into it 
will not be E and, of thoſe he had offered, the 
committee of ways and means had. only . propoſed... three. 


We may go into it, but the time of the ſeſſion,now remain- 


ing being ſo ſhort, we ſhould be led into a tract which would 
be quite impracticable and injurious, becauſe to no purpoſe 
whatever. If they were to — to à committee of 
the whole, they could not be confidered till after thoſe. pro- 
poſed by his colleague (Mr. Harper,) which had a priority. 

Mr. Henderſon ſaid it was from the invitations of the 
gentleman juſt ſat down, who is chairman of the commit- 
tee of ways and means, that he had: propoſed: theſe articles 
for conſideration. It may well be recollected, that gentle- 
man gave a general invitation for every gentleman who op- 
poſed direct taxation, to propoſe his ſubſtitute, that they 
might come all under view at the, ſame time, and how could 
he now ſay thoſe of his colleague had a priority.: not one of 
the articles now propoſed were before included. As for the 
idea of an abiding ſyſtem, Mr. ., Henderſon thought the 
other could not be preferred to this, while theſe articles 
would bear an extenſion of duty every way adequate to the 
wants of the government, without being burdenſome to the 

ople. * r böse | þ 234 © 04 4.4 
Per. 8. Smith thought theſe articles were only propoſed 
for the purpoſe of defeating the report of the, committee of 
ways and meang,—They had propoſed three articles-of the 
indirect kind, which, in the view of the ſecretary of the 
treaſury, were all that would bear an extenſion of duty. 
What is the object of the gentleman ? Is it to increaſe our 
own manufactories ? It appeared to him the gentleman had 
propoſed theſe articles at random, without conſidering their 
merits, He preſumed the revenue would be vexy little help- 
ed by it. He thought it a wrong time to go as far into this 
ſyſtem as it would bear. It was the intention of gentlemen 
to propoſe a reſolution, directing the ſecretary of the trea- 
ſury to digeſt a plan of indirect taxation, to be brought for- 
ward at the next ſeſſion, and therefore he hoped this would 


not be referred. AE 


| 
| 
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Mr. Kitchell ſaid he could not think that his colleague 


would” e theſe reſolutions to defekt "the p tions 
before mude.— He had acted conſiſtently Air his former 
declarations ; he had been called upon, in the general int 
tation, to produce a ſubſtitute for direct taxation, and he 
had — thoſe juſt read. Though the gentleman from 
Maryland fa it is i deſtroy the other ſyſtem, yet the gen- 
tleman could not ſay that ſyſtem would be effected. — 
he fay that would be A oy force? Mr. Kitchell tho 
not; he thought there was inſuperable difficulties attending 
it, more by far than any eman could be aware of. Cer 
tainly then, if there is a aw 4 of that ſyſtem" not pre- 
valing,” there is wiſdom in . * a ſubſtitute z—a're- 
ſortz* to which to apply. "He t it ungenerous to ſay 
that this was brought — to — a direct tax, and he 
Hoped that opinion would not prevail ſo Tal a as prevent 
baron, the reſolutions. - 

Mr. Claiborne was againſt the reference, not olly for the 
reaſons ſo ably ſtated by the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Smith) but becauſe, if admitted they would bear very 
heavy -on the people of the ſouthern ſtates, -already too 
much burdened. - At Maſſachuſetts, New York, Philadel- 
phia and other places where goods were landed, he ſaid the 


burden may not be ſo great, but it was to be remembered. 


that they were to be re-ſhipped; and after landed in the 
ſouthern ſtates, perhaps have much. inland carriage, thus 
100 per cent was added by which they became very expen- 
five. He hoped the houſe mow ſo /h/temize as to make men 
pay. in proportion to their Theſe were his honeſt 

ntiments founded on wh at he knew to be the intereſt of 
his conſtituents. —- 

The queſtion being here awe, the ſpeaker inſwered, the 
quieſtion was not 'on the hone anos of the reſolutions, dut 
— reference. | 

Mr. Claiborge ſaid he had only given his reaſons, to ſup- 
pore the impro T of them, and the natural references 
growing out 0 them, | to ſhow 4 , not to be refer. 
red. 
Mr. Nicholas upon this ſaid, that he boped gentlennen 
would vote in ſilence, fince it was en to enter into 
the merits. 

At the deſire of Mr. Swanwick, the reſolutions 4 were read 
a ſecond time, | 


, 
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Mr. Gallatin ſaid, the nature of the buſineſs was, fack a as 
to exclude che houſe the priyeledge of enterin into the re- 
5 ns in detail; though it was. exceedingly FT BIT to 
51 in the principle of The queſtion without; though he 
mig] imperceptibl 1 out of the line he e 

1000 keep, he ſhoul ſpeak : a few 7288 op the. prin Brin 
. wh ede d e K dint: 
it may be xecolleCted, that en — rom erſey 
ſome time o, laid a refolution on the ta Bs ne] 
terms to in itute an enqui what articles of 
growth i import 5 and on arti cles manufactured withia the 
United' Sis would bear an additional duty. This reſo- 
lution was referred to the committee of ways. and means, 
who had reported on it; not in a compleat ſyſtem, as the 
gentleman 8 to wiſh, but in a manner which they con- 
ſidered beſt. Their report was refined to a committee of 
the whole on the pe. of indirect taxation. Was! it not 
now prejudging that ſyſtem, to ſay it was bad, that it is 
not compleat, 17 require amendment ? When that ſyſtem 
comes forward, it is in the power of gentlemen to change, 
retrench, or modify it with whatever alterations hall 4 
moſt acceptable to the houle ;, this was to ſay it wag not 
worth notice, and if fo would naturally lead to a diſcuſſion, 
of it, alt ugh the ſpeaker, ſays. it is ng of order. Mr. 
Gallatin thought it was not. ref r to refer theſe reſolutions i 
to the committee of way caps until they had the 
report of that mittee" 30 the tfabſect already referred, to 
them, under diſcuſſion, he ſhould vote againſt the reference, 
He thought theſe reſolutions ought | not to be called a 58 
em, they were merely, a ſet of reſolutions tranſcribed from 
the treaſury book as articles of impoſt, Without any preyi- 
ous conſideration of the prop riety or impropriety of adyancy 
ing the duties on them. altatin ſaid he would ven- 
ture to affert the whole of e would not produce 20,000 
dollars to the treaſury. However be. did not with to enter 
into a detail in addition to the obſervations from tlie gen- 
_ nen from Maryland and South 98 with boch of 

m he agreed. 

Ir. Thatcher faid, if the majority of the houſe were TY 

decided in favour of a direct tax, and determined to 
y it into effect this ſeſſion, then they, were right not to re- 

+ theſe propoſitions to a committee : but he did not, like the 
aden laſt up, think that a majority would favor that mode 
of taxation. He thought it waned to draw the eg 
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ſu owls from a dire 2 from which hs be was diter- 


at in bis mi that ſyſtem, l 80 0 
_ eans. - The gent El from Maryland 0 wot 
dy that we ought not to refer them becauſe of e 

which had been brought forward and not entered upon: in- 
— red res if theſe; 2 referred it would be 

ging in a ſyſtem, for which there was nd time this ſefli 
With Leatt to that, he would. tay, if there was not = 
to digeſt an indirect ſyſtem, a Hertie it ſurely 'coul! 
not bei fi ſuppoſed there would that of a direct, which muſt cer- 
tainly take much more time; the amendment of an old, which 

uires no new organization, could not take yp that tune, 
which was indiſpenſibly neceflary in the formation of a tiew 
one: Thoſe gentlemen \ who thouglit otherwiſe muſt be very | 
much miſtaken. Mr. T. thought chat, with the favin "which 
way be made, a ſum conſiderably. leſs than twelve W 
kundret thouſand dollars, would anſwer the demands of 40 
preſent year. The, gentleman from Virginia, fays he is againſt 
the Gen of indirect ſyſtem, becauſe * would bear. harder ; 
among the ſouthern than the northern ſtates; He thought! it ] 
of more importance to oblain upplies for the preſent year, i 
than to be weighed down by theſe conſiderations. | He ſhould | 
forbear going into the merits of t the articles, at this time, 
having been ſaid by the chair 4 4t was out of order; den 
only lay, he ſhould vote in fayour of the references. | 

Mr. Swanwick ſaid the gentleman laſt up, and e 
ſpoke on the ſame fide of the queſtion, took it for granted, 
that there was no intention to carry a direct tax: why then, 
he would aſk, was the, reſolution entered into the other day 
what may be going on in ſome corners of the Houſe be 
not, but he ſhould not at: preſent take it for granted, though 
tlie aſſertion may prove to be juſt... And though thoſe gen- 
tlemen may take it for, granted, that, thoſe taxes on impoſt 
will produce additional revenue, yet he did not farm the idea 
he was far from thinking there was any certainty in it.— 
Mr. S. ſald he thought it might appear pretty plain to any 
gentleman, who would give himſelf the trouble to think, that 
there was a great proſpect of defalcation in the revenue in the 
preſent year. We had laſt year a great ſurpluſſage of goods 
imported into the United States, by reaſon of which the 
price was brought below or at moſt even with the ſterling 
colt.” Is it not then a natural deduction, that the great reve- 
nue by theſe importations in 1796, will conſiderably leſien 
the want of the article in 1797? He had lately had ſome con- 
ver ſation with a collector on the ſubject, who gave it as his 
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fixed opinion, that the ſurpluſſage would have that effect. 
He thought then it might be fairly taken for granted, that 
there would be leis revenue to be received if lefs goods im- 
ported. He thought it very wrong to get at the ſubject by 
this kind of a fide wind. Believing therefore that this was 
not the way to get a direct tax eſtabliſhed, to bring forward a 
liſt of indirect taxes to oppoſe it, he ſhould object to the re- 
ference Gentlemen re they oppoſed this ſyſtem of di- 
rect taxation by introducing indirect, ought to have their 
minds made up firſt, that there would be none of this defal- 
cation from a ſurpluflage of goods, and alſo that there was no 
danger of our thips being taken by thoſe powers who ſeem 
hoſtile to our commerce. Theſe conſiderations muſt, at leaſt 
lead gentlemen to heſitate before they preſs farther on the 
ſubject. Tis ſaid there is no time to forward this plan, but 
whatever time we have, however ſhort, ſaid Mr. S. let us for- 
ward the plan, and make ſome progreſs, rather than merely 
go on copying plans already too much depended on. The 
gentleman from Jerſey, had propoſed ſome plan before on 
theatrical exhibitions, &c. which the committee of ways and 
means had had under conſideration but had, after deliberati- 
ont houg ht proper not yet to report, and ſhould the houfe 
foreſtall that report, by propoſing freſh articles? he hoped 
not. They have digeſted a plan, and have reported, which 
report was alſo recommended by the ſecretary of the trea- 
ſury, that two or three enumerated articles are all that will, 
with propriety, bear additional duty. Mr. S. ſaid there was, 
ſome time paſt, a kind of apoſtolic faith given to the ſecre- 
tary of the treaſury, whatever he recommended was conſider- 
ed proper to be adopted. He tells you now that you cannot 
depend npon impoſts for your revenue, you muſt apply to di- 
rect taxes, or your revenue will be endangered. It muſt be 
recollected, that laſt ſeſſion a reſolution paſſed the houſe, in- 
ſtructing that officer to examine the ſubject and report, and 
now it is to be laid up in the drawer as uſeleſs -e are to 
think no more about it. He hoped gentlemen would purſue 
what they had in hand, and not refer it. 

Mr. Jeremiah Smith faid, gentlemen feemed to be wan- 
dering very far from the queſtion before the houſe. It was 
not upon the principle of adopting the reſolutions, but imply 
whether there was a propriety at ſome future period to con- 
ider the ſubject of them. He thought there was. They 
were told, that ao gentleman ſhould oppoie a direct tax with- 
out producing another: thus no perion muſt oppoic this, 
Vol. il, | Rr ; 
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without deviſing another ſyſtem. His opinion was, that what 
had been produced by the gentlemen from South Carolina 
and Jerſey, (Mr. Harper and Mr. Henderſon) were very com- 
plete ſubſtitutes for the other mode, not that he ſhould pledge 
himſelf to vote for them and them only; he ſhould think 
himſelf at liberty to exerciſe his opinion on the ſubject when 
before the houſe, to have the liberty of which he ſhould now 
vote for committing thoſe propoſed, for future conſideration. 
Mr. Henderſon, little expected any oppoſition, to the 
reſolutions when he offered them. He conſidered by 
the mode firſt purſued, that the two ſyſtems of: direct and in- 
direct taxation were to go hand in hand, from the invitation 
to offer plans: and when he conſidered, that his firſt propoſi- 
tion was in the hands of the committee of ways and means, 
before the gentleman's from South Carolina (Mr. Harper) 
were brought forward, he thought they ought to have been 
both upon equal footing, He thought if this was refuſed a. 
reference, the houſe would not-purtue an uniform line of con- 
duct on the ſubject. Mr. H. thought the gentleman from 
Maryland, (Mr. S. Smith) had deviated from that line of can- 
dour, which ought to mark every member in that publie body, 
when he charged him with a deſire to defeat the object. Had 
he, ſaid Mr. H. conſidered his conduct, he would ſee; at leaft 
in this buſineſs, it had been uniform; he had always declared 
his oppoſition to direct taxation, until he could perfectly be 
convinced, that every other ſource was deficient. He wiſhed ne 
ſome revenue to. be obtained this ſeſſion, which could not in 
come from a direct ſyſtem. But he ſhould refrain from go- re 
ing into the ſyſtem. He did not know why Es might not as ſti 
well go to a committee as thoſe propoſed before, as they are of ed 
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the ſame nature. He thought the difference very extraordi- of 
nary; the merit of the caſe, he hoped would obtain a juſt de- qu 
cilion, : Si 


Mr. 8. Smith ſaid the gentleman juſt fat down, had charg- pr 
ed him with ſomething which he did not. fay. It came from til 
the member. from Pennſylvania, (Mr. Gallatin). But Mr. = 
Smith perfectly agreed with the latter gentleman, that there 
was no face of ſyſtem on theſe reſolutions. Mr. Gallatin had 
gueſſed that twenty thouſand dollars were the utmoſt which 
could be raiſed from theſe reſources. He thought that 
for the firft fix months there might be at the rate of fifty 
thouſand dollars, but as ſoon as the ſyſtem is underſtood, 
ſmuggling will begin, and put an end to it. Mr. Smith knew 
the. imputation caſt on every thing which came from mer- 
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chants with regard to impoſt. They were ſaid to hate it, But 
in ſpite of this, he would tell the gentleman that on twelve 
and an half per cent. duties, for every ninety- five pounds 
paid into the treaſury, one hundred and thirty-three pounds 
were paid by the public. And in the two and a half per cents 
where the conſumer paid 61. not 4l. of it went into the treay 
fury, and theſe were on articles on which it was propoſed tq 
increaſe, but to no effect. This ſurely was not a commenda- 
ble ſyſlem of raiſing money. You have in many inſtances no 
means of coercing merchants to pay impoſts. You have no- 
thing to depend upon but their honour. The extent of the. 
cgaſt, and the immenſe number of creeks with which it was 
interſected, made it impoſſible to hinder ſmuggling. But in 
Ameriga that practice was held to be diſhonorable: Britain, 
while this country was under her government had tried, but 
in vain, to hinder ſmuggling. All her ſhips of war could not 
prevent it. How then will the United States be able to do 
ſo? Under that government it was an object to ſmuggle. An 
augmentation of the impoſt would again produce the fame 
effects. When he ſaw gentlemen riſe in ſupport of the refer 
ence, who had not riſen on tlie ſubject of direct taxation, he 
was led to draw the concluſion, that theſe reſolutions could 
4 no other effect, than to defeat thoſe brought in by the 
committee of ways and means, and to create needleſs delay, 
There can be no other end. Theſe trifling things can raiſe 
nothing but diſcuſſion in this houſe, that will produce a very 
inconvenient ſtop to buſineſs. Mr. Smith inſiſted that the 
reſolutions could be brought forward for no good purpoſe. He 
ſtill thought ſo. Only four wecks of the ſeſſion now remain- 
ed, and no time was to be loſt. The gentleman might judge 
of the length of diſcuſſion which the refolutions would rex 
quire to go through them, by what had happened on this day. 
Bix weeks would be requiſite for them. The third article 
propoſed by the committee, he thought, quite adequate un- 
til a more perfect ſyſtem could be brought to perfection. 
The revenue of 1795 would be ſufficient for 1797, The gene 
tleman might indulge himſelf with the phantom of a revenue 
from that ſource, but let the commerce be deſtrqyed and 
where would the revenue then be? He hoped a ſtem: like 
that would not be depended on, which was ſo liable to be 
ruined. 
Mir. Holland ſaid it may not be too late to take a neceſſary 
view of the ſubject. Gentlemen ſaid that the commitree of 
Way and means had the fubjeQ wy before them, but he 
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would aſk would it be any harr for the Houſe alſo to poſleſs 
it. He, as an individual, wiſhed to know the merits of it. 
It was generally allowed that revenue was wanted, and two 


ſyſtems had been tried for that purpoſe, was it not defirable 


to ſee whether the one had been ſufficiently extended before 
the other was to be adopted. They ſhould at leaſt, each un- 
dergo a full and ample diſcuſſion. What gentleman had ſaid 
about it, ſeemed to be prejudging the opinion of the commit- 
tee of ways and means; he thought there could be no impro- 
priety to commit it, nothing could be loſt by bringing it be- 
tore the houſe, but much might poſſibly be gained. 


Mr. Harper ſaid he ſhould vote againſt the reference, ind 
ſhould give his reaſons in a few words ; firſt, becauſe it was 
unneceſſary, it could be brought into the view ot the Houſe 
at the ſame time thoſe he propoſed came forward, to which 
they had a very great affinity : there is not one of the irems 
but would cotne very proper at that time, and any member 
may move them, but he thought them jmproper ; though the 
extenſion of this ſyſtem may be neceſſary, yet it was fo on- 
ly to a certain degree; this was going too much into detail ; 
if it could be extended at all, he thought thoſe items before 
propoſed would be enough, which was his ſecond reaſon for 
oppoſing them. Thirdly, to go fo far into minutia would lead 
the debate to too great a length for any thing to be done du- 
ring the ſeffion, while the houſe were prefſedon all ſides with 
buſineſs of various kinds. ' He ſhould even think time fo 
precious, that 50,000 dollars would not be worth five or fix 
days diſcuſſion for; but on the contrary a very ſmall revenue 
indeed could be drawn from this plan. He hoped the gentle- 
man would let it lie for the preſent, and bring it forward at 
the time the houſe took up the ſubject. a 


Mr. Henderſon again roſe, but on the Speaker informing 
him he had ſpoken twice to the ſubject, and if he wanted to 
ſpeak again, he muſt aſk leave of the houſe, he did ſo, and ob- 
tained leave, but he only roſe to aſk Mr. Harper what diffe- 
rence there could be between the reſolutions he propoſed and 
thoſe now propoſed. Mr. Harper anſwered that at the time 
his were propoſed, there was no report of the committcemade, 
but now the ſubject was more forward, 

Upon a dixiſion the reference was carried. 


Ayes {1, 
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The Houſe having entered upon the amendments of the com- 
mittee of the whole on the report of the committee of 
Ways and Means, on the * of appropriations for the 
year 1797. 

Mr. Baldwin doubted the propriety of agreeing to the as 
mendment, reducing the eſtimate of contingencies for the Se- 
nate, from 4,000 to 3,000 dollars, ſince they had not agreed 
to-reduce the 8,000 dollars eſtimated for the contingencies of 
that houſe to 6,000 upon. the ſame ratio, viz. for four months 
inſtead of fix. Though he was of the ſame opinion as to the 
impropriety of appropriating too largely for theſe objects of 

2 that he had before exprefied. .. 

Henderſon hoped this amendment would be agreed ts 
and that the 8,000 I vr for my houſe would be re 
duced to ſix, | 

The queſtion was put and negatives p to 31. 

On the queſtion being about to be put for agreeing to the 
amendment for ſtriking out the meſſenger and office - æeeper to 
the treaſurer of the United States, Mr. W. Smith hope d it 
would not be agreed to. He did not think it would be uſing 
their officers well to deprive them of a perſon of this kind to 
do their menial E 

The amendment nn 41 to; 30, and the two other 
amendments of a ſimilar kind agreed to in a committee of the 
whole, were carried without a diviſion. 

On the queſtion being about to be put for ſtriking out the 
clerk to the purveyor of the treaſury, Mr. W. Smith called 
for the reading of the act of laſt ſeſſion, under which thisclerk 
was ſaid to be appointed. He ſaid it appeared that the heads 
of department were authorized to make ſuch proviſions with 
reſpect to the compenſations of the clerks as they thought pro- 
per. They had allowed, it ſeemed, a clerk to the purveyor 
of the treaſury, on account of his increaſe of buſineſs. He 
believed if this had not been neceſſary, the ſecretary of the 
treaſury would not have allowed it, as he was not remarkable 


for increaſing aſſiſtants where there was not neceſſity for them. 


Except they knew for a certainty that the clerk was unneceſ- 


ſary, he thought the item ought not to be ſtruck out. 


Mr. Gallatin faid, it muſt be remembered that the act ap- 
pointing the purveyor of the treaſury, gave him no clerk ; and 
if a.clerk was neceflary, proviſion ſhould be made by law for 
the purgoſe. By the act of laſt ſeſſion, 4000 dollars were al- 
lowed to be diflributed amongſt the clerks, and three new 
gzerks were allowed to be appointed, one of which, it appear- 
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ed, had been given to the purveyor of the treaſury. He did 
believe there was no occaſion for this clerk, ſince there was 


three times the buſineſs when the office was firſt eſtabliſhed 
that there was at this time. His particular reaſon for object. 


ing to this was, becauſe a variety of fimilar items appeared un- 
der the eſlimate for the military department, which he meant 
to object to when that ſubject came under conſideration. He 
found there the purveyor of ſupplies, the ſuperintendant of 
military ſtores, ſtorekeeper, aſſiſtant ſtorekeeper, four clerks, 
&c. all of whom were appointed for nearly the ſame object. 
He thought it improper in this indirect way to appoint officers 
unauthorized by law. If the puryeyor were to be allowed a 


clerk, he ſhould with it to be — openly * law, and not in 


the way now propoſed. 

Mr. W. Smith did not think it a fufficient reaſon why this 
officer ſhould hot have a clerk, becauſe he was not allowed one 
when the office was eſtablithed, becauſe additional buſineſs 
might have ſince made it neceflary : nor becauſe too many 
clerks were put down on the military eſtabliſhment eſtimate; 
they had not yet paſſed that eſtimate, and if gentlemen 
thought any item there unneceſſary, he would ofcourſe move 
to ſtrike it out; they ought not to ſtrike out the clerk under 
this head, becauſe thoſe under another were unneceflary. 

The amendment was put and carried, chere being 51 in 
favour of it. 

Mr. Varnum faid, he found the office de and weſſen⸗ 
gers allowed 300 dollars. They were heretofore' 2903 he 
moved to have all of them altered to that Ran. Carried 36 
to TO 
dir. Willianis moved, that the Green! items of contin 
expences in the Mint, making — 1,400 dollars, ſhould 
be left blank. Agreed. © 

The report being gone through, Mr. Gallatin wiſhed: the 
reſolution reported by the committee of ways and means to be 
read. This refolution is to the following effect. Reſolved 


that a ſum not exceeding _ be appropriated, viz. for 
the dvil liſt, &c.“ enumerating N different heads of ex- 
ww. of 4 TT 


- Gallatin ſaid, he ſhould move an amendment-to this 
| reſolution, which, though at firſt view might appear trifling, 
yet, on an inveſtigation of the ſubject, would be found of con- 
fiderable importance. The way in which the reſolution now 
read was, that for certain purpoſes, « there be appropriated a 
ſum not exceeding . viz,” The amendment he meant te 
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propoſe was to ſtrike out thoſe words, and inſert in their 
place, © the following ſums be reſpectfully appropriated, viz. 

Mr. G. ſaid his object in this amendment was, that each 
appropriation ſhould be ſpecific z that it might not be ſup- 
poſed to be in the power of the treaſury department to ap- 
propriate to one object, money which had been ſpecifically ap- 
propriated for any other object. He did not know, he had 
never inveſtigated the buſineſs, whether as to the civil liſt, 
appropriations had ever been mixed, or whether it was under- 
ſtood they might be ſo mixed; but they knew it had been of- 
ficially declared that ſo far as related to the military depart- 
ment, the items had been rotally mixed : for inſtance, if the 
eſtimate for clothing, or any other item fell ſhort, the officers 
of the treaſury did not think themſelves bound by that parti- 
cular appropriation, but had recourſe to other items, for which. 
larger ſums were granted, than there was occaſion for. Such 
conſtruction of the law, Mr. G. ſaid, totally defeat:d the object 
of appropriation, and it was neceſſary therefore, ſo to expreſs 
the law, that no colour for ſuch a conſtruction ſhould be given. 
The amendment he propoſed would have ihis effect. 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid, the amendment propoſed was not of 
importance at preſent, as the particulars were entered only 
upon the journals. Theſe did not go into the law to be paſſ- 
ed; for though all the items were entered upon the journals, 
in the bill they were lumped in the aggregate. But as one 
gentleman had brought up the ſubject, it was neceſſary that 
the houſe ſhould confider it, and ſay whether it was not pro- 
per, when appropriations were inſufficient under the head of 
expence; in caſes of emergency, it would be proper that the 
treaſury ſhould be ſo limited as not to take money from ano- 
ther head of expence, where there was a ſurpluſſage. This 
was a thing done heretofore, and the houſe, knew it had been 
done in the military eſtabliſhment. In the quarter maſter's 
department, in particular, the expences might exceed the ſum 
appropriated, and, as. the ſervices muſt be performed, or the 
military ſervice ceaſe; therefore, the treaſury judged they 
might make uſe of the ſurplus. of any other head of expence 
to make good this deficiency. He knew not how the- buſi- 
neſs could be otherwiſe done with convenience. With refs 
pect to the civil liſt eſtabliſhment, it was of. a more certain na- 
ture. Moſt of the ſalaries, were eſtabliſhed by law, and 
therefore they could be aſcertained to a certainty. 5 

Mr. 5. ſaid, he did not mean, however to oppoſe the moti- 
on at preſent; but whea the bill was brought in, it would, be 


) 


neceſſary to determine this principle, and ſay, whether, if an 1 
appropriation fell ſhort, government muſt ſtop rather than 
touch the ſurplus of any I wh appropriation. 
'The faid report, as amended, ' was then read at the clerk's: 
table, and on the queſtion put thereupon, agreed to by the 
houſe, as followeth: P 
Reſolved, That for the expenditure of the civil liſt; for 
the extra expences of foreign intercourſe; for the ſupport of 
the mint eſtabliſhment, light houſes, beacons, buoys, and | 
public piers, for the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 1 
ninety ſeven ; and to ſatisfy certain miſcellaneous claims, ſtated 
in the report 'of the Secretary of the Treaſury, of the 1 5th of 
December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-fix, toge- 
ther with the incidental and contingent expences of the ſeve- C 
ral departryents, and the officgg thereof, the following ſums be 
reſpectively appropriated; ths to ſay: 


Dolls. Cts. Dols. Cts. [ 
For compenſation to the Preſi- | | 
dent of the United States, 25,000 A 
Ditto to the Vice-Preſident, - 5, ooo . C 
| | 30,000 
4 
THE LEGISLATURE. ey 


For compenſation to the Sena- 
ters, and Members of the | | P 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, 1 T4 
their officers and clerks, and | 
for the contingent expences | | 
of both Houſes, eſtimating | | 1 
the attendance of the whole 
number, for four months: | 
Thirty-two members of the Se- ; | ( 
nate, at ſix dollars per day = 23,360 
Speaker of the Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, at twelve dollars 


per day - - = 1,460 > 
One hundred and five members, | | 
at ſix dollars per day - - 76,650 
Travelling expences to and from | I 
the ſeat of government, - - 26,000 


Secretary of the Senate, one 
year's ſalary, 42 1,500 8 \ 


( * y 
} ; ; , Dolls. Crs. Dolls, Ce. 


Additional allowance, eſtimat⸗ „ Loder to eg 
| ed for four months, at ug "1M * Ind 1G N 
| dollars per diem = +5 4433 
p * * — 1574 33 
, 36: ($5135 20 8 11 IC - 


Principal clerk to the Secre- eee 
tary of the Senate, for three ee 
hundred and fixty-five days, b ben am ot 

at three dollars per diem .- . Soni 1, ogg 

Two engrofling clerks to ditto, J. Lhe ao 
at two dollars day; each OY N Ait -in bas 
for three 2 and n 28 2 | X- i dal 
five dans '= 20 A Br i, gl 

Chaplain to the Senate, ry 2 . - 205! 
mated for four months; at 
fire hundred dollars 2 

num n 166 67 
beende gh tothe Senn n. hat (C3 5467 RIG 
year's ſalary |, - = Ln ü oS IU 

Aflicant. door-keepet, ditto : 450 

Clerk to the Houſe of Repre 4d 
ſentatives, one year's ſalary 1 „ es 010 

Additional allowance, eſti- | 10 O11 
mated for four months, at | 5 07210 
two dollars per day - 4 1243 32 oniCl 


Principal clerk in the office ß | 0111 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives; FIT ( 
for 365 days, at three e, * - ouQ 

per day — ,o 

Two engroſſing clerks, at tos... 1 oh 
210 —— 365 F 05. ill 

3 2 1,468 

Chaplain to this Houſe of Re. 4 dN 
preſentatives, eſtitnated for Tt | 
four months, at five hundred Sy 04116] | 
dollars per annum — yr 055 t9 - 166 87 

Serjeant at Arms, for te 
ſame time, atforirdollars per : 91 235 101 
day 5 br ii „466 67 

Door-keeper to the Houſe oh. Spot om) tun gal 


{ do; » * = SITE! 
5 & was 1994. 


4 
* 
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1 
Afliſtant door-keeper, ditto - - 430 
Expences of fire-wood, ſtation-' OE il he 


ary, printing work, and all eee oy 
other contingent an”. F 


both Houfes of Congreſs: 
For the Senate eſtimate - = 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives, - F 
ditto Sore. her... 


To make good a defy att ern 
the appropriation forthe year a 
one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ninety-ſix, occafioned by ' 1 OOO 
the ſeveral grants of the oO 
Wuld on the laſt dey of the” 3 


FX 5 75 5 — 22 4 
1e 


Crit to the Chief Juſticr = 40 
Dirts to five Aſſdciate Judges, 2 353 09 dane: 5 ö 


Ditto to the Dina Jud e of Maine 4 23888 
Ditto of New ramp Re 1,00 

Ditto — of Vermont 80e 
Ditto of Maſſachuſetttss ss 1,200 


Ditto — of Rhode Iftand 1000 
Ditto of Connecticut „ 
Ditto of New York 1 135,500 
Ditto of New Jerſey +" 13000 
Ditto of — Hae 16800 
Ditto of Delaware * 1, ooo 
Ditto - of Maryland e ene 
Ditto - of Virginia — 1,800 
Ditto of Kentucky + - 1500 
Ditto of North Caroli nes © 1,500 
Ditto of TenneſſeTrrt,r 800 
Ditto - of South Chrolinn 1,900 
Dias of Georgia 1,500 
itto to the Attorney General 1 * 2's 


For 9 the expenſes of clerks of ns > 


witneſſes, in aid of the fund ariſ- 
ing from fines, forfeitureiʒ and penialtics ; ann! 
likewiſe for defraying the expenſcs'of proſecu -k 
eutions for offences againſt the United States, 
and for ſafe keeping of priſoners 


E 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT... 5 
Compenſation to the Ne of LY ES 
Treaſury = aL) >, 200d 

Ditto of clerks, agreeably to an LEE 1 
ment for the year 1796, in purſuance : ey th, 
of the act o Zoth May, 1798 5.0 3 
Ditto, meſſenger 3 and ofhice-keeper 40> ug , 
I .. 
Compenſation to the Comptroller of the: 
Treaſury 2650 
Dito of clerk agreeably to an arrange» | 
ment for the £17 „in purſuance. 


of the act by a MT, e. 
— 


Au. cu. Dole. ce 


Ditto of — ws 


Compenſation to. the Auditor of 55 
Treaſury — 2,400. | 


Ditto of clerks, agretably ta an arranger ,* 
ment for the year 1796, in 1 


of the act of zoth nt * ys + * 
Ditto of 3 and. er | 


Compenſation to the Treaſurer of the 


_ States mY 
Ditto of clerks, agreeably to an arrange- 
ment for the — I 4 in purſuance; | 
of the act of zoth May, 17985 2,150 
Contingent expenſes of the office. —For 
bills of exchange, ak A, 
office- rent, ce. 


— Sel. 
Compenſation to the Commiſſioner of '4 
the Revenue = 25,400 
Ditto of clerks, agreeably to an ang 1 
ment for the year 1796, in purſuance 
of the act of — May, 1796 2,775 
Ditto of meſſenger and office-keeper 250 


Compenſation to the Regiſter of the | 

Treaſury 2,000 
Ditto of clerks, agxecably to an ene 

ment for . ear 1796, | in purſuance 

of the act o { 200 11796 12,925 
Ditto of meſſengers and office-keepers 500 


57425 


15,425 


al - 7 


8 to the bug of che Treaſut ney, | 

Compenſation to the Secretary to the Commif. oo 
fioners of the Sinking Fund, from 2d April, | 
1796, to the 31ſt December, 1757 at By, 2 
dollars per annum 25 Ar 0 

Expenſe of ſtationary, printing, . and all biber aeg 
contingent expenſes of the ſeveral offices of 


the Treaſury— . 
Secretary of the Treaſur R 
Comptroller of the Treaſur - 800 
Auditor of the Treaſu ' - 50 


Commiſſioner of the Revenue . goo 
Regiſter of the "Treaſury (including bs th 
books for the public ſtocks, printing 


work, and books for the arrangement 8 


of the marine —_ I. 
Rent of the Treaſury -<- * 22700 | 1 
Ditto of a houſe for ab of the Regi- . | 15 

ter's office 160 : 
Ditto of a houſe for the Auditor thi 


Ditto of a ſmall ſtore for public pa 
for the Regiſter's office 5 £35. 34 | 
Ditto of a houſe for the office of be 
Commiſſioner of the Revenue, and | 18 
for part of the offices of the Comp- & n 
troller, Auditor and Regiſter 400 
Wood for the Department (Treaſu urer's 
excepted) and other contin 2 3900 K 
For the expenſe incident to the ſtating * 
and printing the public accounts for * - 
1977 = - 15000 
And for the payment of certain inc. 
dental and contingent expenſes of 
the Treaſury Department in the year 
1796, beyond the ſum which was 
appropriated Lebe . „500 


13,943 33 


| COMPENSATION 1 to the fereral LOAN OF ä viz. 
For the ſtate of 


New Hampſkire 650 
Maſſachuſetts ye, 17880 8 
Rhode Ifland ' - 600 


Connecticut - 1,008 


6) | 

| 1 | Dols. Cts. Dols. Cts. 
„New York SS. RR: 
New: Jerſey 212 0 903 Ii ; wor | 0159 O07 

_ © Pehnfylaniz” 44s 54 vil} 35 58 —5 4 _ 201 
oO Delaware neun ©: 1 1uNogn 7 97 
Ys "Maryland ig vl ride 0 qnibeid + 70'L 
Virginia 75 20 4 0 ug 2603 10˙ 


North Carolina 1, ooo 
So li 
Cem eG was „ ches e 
Nane lag., - 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. TITTIES nici 
Compenſation to the Secretary of State 3.5 2 ame 
Ditto of clerks, agreeably to an arrange - a = 6 


ment for the year 1796, in putfwtince ont! 
of the act paſſed 3oth May, 1796” 4,042 64 3 
Ditto to office-keeper and meſfenger 250 TD 
= 7,796 

” Incidental and contingent Expenſes : 


— - „ Mere 2 
Office rent 8 rn 220 5 | _— Haq? 
Newſpapers from the different ſhates, CRIES 
about 20 at 4 dollarsgeach' fn. 80 Z; mn 
Gazettes from, and gazettes | bent to ok 12% fn du Jo. 
American Miniſters abrb alk 10 


Laws of ſecond” ſeſſion of the Fourth 
_D to be publiſhed in hve 
newſpapers, at 100 dollars -* ph 500 
For ering an edition of the late, e 
agreeably to an act of 15th Sepftmmnnmnn 
ber, 1 75 (ſay) - 800 
For printing 5000 copies of the ſame, 
a greeably to an act of 30 March, g 
1795 (ſay) 1,600 
For printing ſea letters and ſafe conducts 200 
For printing patents for uſeful arts, 8 


cluding parchment 1 | 
For printing patents for lands to the Vir- Rok. 
ginia line, including ditto * * oP =—_— 


For printing patents in the preſent” year, 3 
not provided for in the appropriation 427 
For ſtriking Mediterranean paſſports, 
being done by a copperplate, includ- 
ing parchment and retracing the plate 


{fay) 8 * - 1,500 


MINT or cherry OY 5 


to the Director Pn . 


N . 1 4 , Y | | 1234 75 * 

Engraver — 20 78 I { «t- * 1,09 8 4 1 

r e JON No 6; 0 

Ditto two do. at go dollars each 1, 000 
. 1 * zar 19,609 0 


Compenſation to the —5 at War 3 2900 
Ditto of clerks, agreeably. to an arrange- 
ment for the r 1796, in purſuance; "BR 
of the act of zoth May, 1796 . 3750 
Ditto to 1 = meſſenger 250 


Contingencies of 4 War Ofc 
For — wood, & c. 
For office rent e *1, 3D 


tt Office. f a "> * 
Compenſation to the Accountant 1 4 2 
Ditto of clerks, Ir e to 5 LS 


arrangement for 045 
1796, in purſuance of 7 1 . 
act of 3oth May, 1796 5,80 
Ditto to meſſenger and „en n 
keeper — „ 1190-57 280 142˙— * 90 
Contingencies Os 0 5 , 


8.250 F al 1 


T 16,290 


11 


Dols. Ctr. Dol. Cr. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL's 
DEPARTMENT. s Oþ 10 
Compenſation to 7 Gchera a 114 
Towards carrying into effect the fur- ze Fwy 
veys to be pay - by che act, entitled! 
« An act providing for the ſale of wy Nu 
the lands of the United States in the 
territory north-weſt of the fes Ohio 0? D OL lune 
and above —_— K * 1 n IGG 
river,“ in w it is preſcxibed r 
the 10th ſection, chat ho profidane | I, 91 1 
of the United States may fir the a2 
compenſation of the aſſiſtant ſurvey © DES 
ors chain-carriers li a, 25000 


GOVERNMENT of eh as: 
North-weſt of the river Ohio. CO" i 
Govetnor, for his falary as ſuch, and 
for diſcharging the duties of ſuperin- ot 
tendant of Indian affairs, - nbylern- <6 > 
department 12 2 + 2 2 1 wr af: 
Secretary of ſaid diftri@ = 155 gee é 
Three Judges, at — Wc 109% 
Stationary, See an K. 7 — 286" + 


For the diſch of ficient 
the United States on account of o 
civil department, not otherwiſe pro- 
vided for, as ſhall be aſcertained and 8 
admitted in due courſe of ſettlemennt 
at the Treaſury, and which arè of 2 1 ricggaA 
nature, ace to: —— —— ren 

Wee? 


of, to require in ſpecis ' 
ANNU ITIES and GRANTS! * 


-_ 
. 


we. 


is ne 07 oof 


— 
88 


PAY MENT 
Iſaac Van Vort, ) Each a penſioh of 200 
John Paulding,  altars per annum; 
David Williams, J purſuant tb an 4 
of Congreſs of the * November 
1780 — x, 60 191 
Dominique L'Eglize, per act of Con- . tier 
greſs of 8th Auguſt, 272 120 n JIL1 
John Traverſe, per att of . op Ni15qzs 2 
8th Auguſt, 1 7 273 WET) * 
Samuel 5 at of woe: 2: 


Joſeph Bruſſels, Sept. 1783, enti- 
John Jordan, tled to a penſion 


G 


M £5.34 ole Ctr: Dol. Ci. 
of 40 dollars each 8 2 TSO ine 


Elizabeth Bergen, per act of guſt A- 
guſt, 17 1781, Amt ot Ls ot 78333 chrrweoT 
0 


, . 1 — - 4 
51 9 : s 1 kB. * W 


eph De Beauleau nher d 0 4 vbiar d 
Auguſt, 1782 oe Ae ot A 5 ο Henn 
G4 ni £93622 baia rde TILES 33 
Annual allowance to the id and or- n N52 21 
phan children of CplonslJabn Hand- * ved fru 
ing, per act of 27th February, 1793 4³⁰ ni 40711 
Ditto to the orphan children of Major. 
Alexander Tremont pornB. of he ben 4 ©: 
February, 1793 -y3v4y/t . % 10300111 0 
Ditto for 0 education o Hugh Mer. Hinte 
cexr, fon of the late Major-general 
Mercer, per 20 oO Congrale of ial IL STO CO 13 
March, 1793 i yori; at 7 20400, 19 
„nn fart ec Nuke — ans 
ach vtigt td ty Tel 
MINT ESTABLISHMENT. . ion to troop! 
For the wages of perſons — in tram; eb 
the mint, -at the different branc of | rat 10 5 45 
refinin melting, carpenter's, - mille s 99h! wil 
wright's, and ſmith's work, inchiding:.--i) 1! 
hom of goo dollars per annum al- 
lowed to an aſſiſtant coiner and die 7 27 T9 216 b 20. 10% 
forger, who alſo e 632 by 11 
of the W yer „ro © mdr 3 via 
1 : " AY fs: PT 2 obi 
Incident 3 s and; repairs- bo be 
Repairs of furnaces, 'zoſt- of rollers andg 
crews, timber, bar-aron, cc. for blacl⸗ 0 = 7 
ſmith, millwright and machinery wer oviupar e 7 
Wood and coals uſed in the works ss 6 ATT 
Lead, ſteel, pot-aſh, vitriol, aqua: forts er 
dil, candles, tallowg.and-a variety ß 
ocher articles neceſſary ſor the eln SSI i Greet! 


5 
Oy 
"GIC 


bliſhment | an rn es | : 54% 10 eo Tuiit ; 
Melting pots, - erucibles, and mucke 4 oel 
Ironmongery = «-” 21172 N N 
Hay and corn for five. horſes, and be: 4 i £38 to 72 

probable expenſe of ne vr gde 


Stationary, fire- wood, &c. for the dt! 1 3 48 
ferent offices of thec mint 4 0 21 2 HM unf 
02 7171 e re 19.0 


. 2 1 * 
room! £02 ! 1 ( CE DI HEL 


* 


1 

DIPLOMATIC DEPAR : 

The Secretary of State eſtimates the fol- 

lowing ſums neceſſary for -defraying 

the expenſes of foreign intercourſe 
for the year 1797 = ES 5% 

For four miniſters plenipotentiary at 


9,000 _ __ 36,000 
Four ſecretaries to ditto at 1,350 5,400 
One miniſter reſident = * 43500 


Outfit of a miniſter plenipoteritiary _ 
to the French Republic in 1796 9,000" 
Contingent expenſes of the miniſ- : 

ters, others thoſe which are 


| Dots. Cts. Dols. Ctr: 


perſonal - 3,000, 7x1 


Expenſes relative to the claims of 
our citizens, whoſe property has 
been captured by the belligerent 
powers 2 > Bak 


_ 0 1 ” 


Deduct the annual appropriation, agree- 
ably to the act of Congreſs, paſſed 
the 1ſt of July, 1790, entitled, An 
act providing the -means of inter- 
courſe between the United States 
and foreign nations” - 40,000 


Remains to be provided for = 


For the ſupport of Light-houſes, c. 

For the maintenance and ſupport of 
light-houſes, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers, and ſtakeage of chan- 
nels, bars and ſhoals, and for occa- 
ſional improvement-in the conſtruc- 
tion of lanterns, and- of the lamps 

and materials uſed in them » 24,000 

For the repairs requiſite at Reedy- 
Ifland, and the oil-vault, &c. at 

Cape Henlopen .- <- 4, 500 

To complete the pa ts for buildin | 
a light-houſe on Baldhead, in N 


* 
” . 


Carolina | 


To make good a deficiency from the 
balance of 13,000 dollars, granted 
V OL. II. Fe 25 t f | 


\ 


- 1,359 14 


0 
4 | i.) Dols. Cts. Dols. Cts. 

i for building a light-houſe ov Mon- 
_—— bang a the cre- 
dit of the Surplus Fund, as 
page 80 of the public = Eh id a 
counts for the year 1795, in purſu- 
ance of the 16th ſection of the at 
paſſed 3d March, 1795 13, 000 

And for this ſum in. addition, | 

being to enable a full pay- 

| ment of the claims for 

| building the ſaid ligbt- 

| —_ 


| - ..:*. 2790 6q 

| 13, 740 67 
| | : : — (53599 81 
| MISCELLANEOUS CLAIMS. EO 


For to ſatisfy miſcellaneous claim. 
| For the payment of the. repreſentatives 
| of Samuel Patterſon, late Commiſ- 
ſioner of the Loan-office, for the ſtate 
of Delaware, balance due to:the de- 
ceaſed, on the final adjuſtment -vf 
his Loan-office acegunts under the 
late government, by the Agcounting 
| Officers of the Treaſury == 272 89 
| For this ſum being a balance found due | | 
| to James O Hara, late Agent for the 
Quartermaſter's department, accord- 
ing to a fettlement of his account alt 
| . - {- + .:+ 20 a. 
| For this ſum, being a balance found 
| due to Timothy Pigkering, as com- 
| miſſioner appointed to hou the In- 
| dian treaties at Konondaigua and 
| Oneida = - - 3,403 32 
| For compenſation to perſons employed 
| in bearing yotes to the ſeat gf 
vernment, for electors of the Preſi- 
dent and Vice Prefident of the Unit- 
ed States „ ; 3 — : 1,009 
To make good certain defigjencigs atiſ- 
ing from the balances ef monies of 
various appropriations being carried 
to the credit of the . Surplus, Fund,” 
=, in purſuance of the 16th ſection of 
the act paſſed 3d March, 179959— _ 


1 


To the following items, being part of 
the ſum of 4,560 dollars 97 cents, 
as per page 77 of the printed public 
accounts for the preſent year, via. 

For the payment of the clerks employ- 
ed by the - commiſhoner of Ivans, 
Maſſachuſetts, for the quarter end- 
ing 3oth March, 199g = 164 70 

For ditto, ditto, commiſſioner 
of loans, New York, ditto 125 | 

For ditto, ditto, commiſſioner | 
of loans, North Carolina 5 00 | 

| 789 70 | 

On the appropriation for defray- : | 
ing the expenſe of a treaty with 
the Indians, north-weſt of the 
Ohio, of 2d Marth, 1793— 

For the payment of a balance 
ſtated by the accomntant offi- 
cers of the Treaſury, to be 
due to Timothy Pickering, 
Beverley Randolph, and Ben- 

jamin Lincoln, commiſſioners 
appointed to negotiate and 
treat with the ſaid Indians 3, 247 56 


Dols. Cts. Dols. Cts. 


7 26 
For the diſcharge of ſuch miſcellaneous a 
demands againſt the United States, 
not otherwiſe provided for, as ſhall 
have been admitted in a due courſe 
of ſettlement at the Treaſury, and 
which are of a nature, — 4 to 
the uſage thereof, to require pay- 
ment in ſpecie - - 2,000 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, purſuant to 
the ſaid report as amended ; and that the committee of ways 


and means do prepare and bring in the ſame. - 
Mr. W. Smith wiſhed the houſe to reſolve itſelf into a | 
committee of the whole on the reſolution he had laid on the 


2 © 


table with reſpedt to a temporary appropriation for the _ 
tary and naval eſtabliſhments. To ſhew the neceſſi 
which he read a letter which he had received from the Say 
* the treaſury, on the ſubject. | 

r. Varnum thought there was no necellity for going into 
a conſideration of the reſolution in queſtion. - He ſhould 
prefer going into a committee of the whole on the appropri- 
ations for the military and naval.eſtabliſhments, which might 
be got through in time to anſwer the purpoſe in view. 

r. W. Smith ſaid, if he thought with the gentlemen laſt 
up, that the buſineſs of the military and naval and eſtabliſn- 
ments would be ſo ſoon gone through, he would certainly be 
for going into the conſideration ; but, he ſaid, the military 
eſtabliſhment, was not finally fixed upon, and there werg 
ſome gentlemen who had obj — with reſpect to the naval 
eſtabliſhment. The law paſling i in that houſe, would 
have to go the fenate, There might alſo be amendments, 
upon which it would be neceſſary to hold conferences. In 
the mean time, 'the public ſervice might- ſuffer for want of 
money to pay its workmen. - 'The reſolution which he pro- 
poſed to be taken up, might be got through in a few minutes; 
the ſum might be left blank, and it might be referred back, 
and a bill brought in. | 

The houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into a committee of 
the whole, Mr. Dent in the chair, on the following reſoluti- 


on, viz. « Reſolved that the ſum of be appropriated, 
on account of the military and naval eſtabliſhments for the 
year 1797.” 


Mr. Gallatin moved to ſtrike out the word naval, It 
might become a ſerious queſtion, whether they ſhould ap- 
propriate any more money to that object, or not; and in the 
[| mean time, if the word was ſtruck out, that eſtabliſhment 
| would not ſuffer, as they were told in the late report on the 
| ſubje& that 24,000 dollars remained unexpended of the laſt 
[| appropriation. The ſubject would probably be determined 
| upon before the preſent buſineſs was finally paſſed : and, if 

it was concluded to go on with the naval eſtabliſhment, he 
ſhould vote for reſtoring the word. 

Mr. Parker ſaid, it was nearly a month fince the report 
on this ſubject had been made. 24,000 dollars were then in 
hand; but, by this time, he ſuppoſed it was expended, and 
if no more was appropriated, the workmen would be diſs 
charged, and- great injury be ſuſtained, 


( _} 


He truſted that houſe, would never think of relinquiſhing 
the building of the frigates. If they, meant to ſupport an 
degree of conſiſtency of character, he truſted they ſhould 
o on to complete them. If not the whole, at leaſt two of 
— And if this were to be done, it was neceſſary now 
to appropriate ſome money. He hoped, therefore, the gen- 
tleman would withdraw his amendment. COD 
The committee who had reported on the ſubje&, were 
ready at any time to go into it, and he truſted it would be 
taken up in the courſe of a day or two, when he hoped the 


houſe would determine upon having the frigates completed 


as ſoon as poſſible; for if they determined to give them u 
altogether, they would remain monuments of Heir own f 
ly, and would diſcover a verſatility of conduct, neyer equal- 
led perhaps by 2 body in the worle. 
Mr. Swanwick hoped the amendment would not prevail, 
Even if they determined to have no more to do with the 
frigates, ſtill it would be the trueſt economy to finiſh them. 
But it would come very ill, Mr. Swanwick ſaid, from the 
51 gentlemen who had lately voted in favour of indirect 
taxes, to vote againſt the completion of the frigates, without 
which no dependance could be placed on any of their plans 
of taxation; he truſted, therefore, that the word Naval 
would not be ſtruck out, but that a ſupply of money would be 
granted, and that the work would go on without interruption. 
Mr. Venable faid, if he underſtood the object of the 
crane by motion, it was not to prevent an appropriation 
ing made for the completion of the frigates, but to have 
it made in the proper way. It was well known that there 
had been an extraordinary waſte of public money on theſe fri- 
gates; and, whenever an appropriation came under conſider- 
ation, he ſhould wiſh to ſee the eſtimate, and prevent a 
lumpitig appropriation. When theſe items were ſeen, - he 
ſhould be ready to make ſuch appropriations as ſhould ſeem 
neceſſary. 1 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, this great reaſon for objecting to the 
naval eſtabliſhment being included with the military was 
this: an appropriation on account of the military eſtabliſh- 
ment was made early in every ſeſſion, before any eſtimate 
could be ſettled ; but this was a ſum on account of an eſta- 
bliſhment going on under authority of law, the appropria- 
tion for which was looked upon almoſt as a matter of form; 
but the naval eſtabliſhment was altogether a doubtful thing. 
Before more money could be appropriated, there was a pre- 


| 
| 
| 
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vions queſtion to be ſettled, They knew it muſt ceaſe, if 
at hoſe refuſed to grant about 200,000 dollars more to 


komplete the frigates now building. Until that queſtion. 
was decided, he ſhould not be inchned to vote any money 
fr that purpoſe; for; if they were now to appropriate 4 
fim of money on that account, they ſhould pledge them- 
ſelves to make good the whole appropriation. And, although 
there might be a large majority in favour of completing the 
1 opp it was not according to order to vote for an object 


propriated for by law. The building of the frigates; 

true, was authorized by law, but the buſineſs wag 
&dnfined by an appropriation. In order to compleat them, 
Sr cent. more than was laſt year contemplated, was 
WW wanted, and until it was decided that that ſum fhould be 
appropriated, no appropriation on that account would be war- 
tel. It was on this account he made his motion. 

Mr. Swanwick faid, they had not yet paſſed the law with 

to the military eftabiſhment. He thought the military 

id nayal eſtabliſhments were connected together, and that 
it wottld be as wife to ſtrike out one as the other. To 
_ out the word in queſtion, Mr. Swanwick ſaid, would 
be like prejudging the queſtion. Becauſe more money was 
wanted, his colleague thought the ſubject new; but, on 
the conttary, he believed, that the moment they concluded 
ted built the frigates, they determined to compleat them. If 
they coſt more than was expected, what was it different 
from 4 houſe coſting more than was firſt eſtimated by the 
boifder ? Yet what man would ſtop at the ſecond ſtory of 
fils houſe, becauſe he had been deceived as to the expence 
of compleating it. He thought the queſtion was decided 
laſt ſeffion, when it was ſaid that three frigates ſhould be 
Built, and-it would be a little extraordinary were they now 
to doubt on the ſubject. 

If the gentleman had moved to poſtpone the conſideration 
of this reſolution wholly, in order to wait for the ſubject 
coming before them, he ſhould have had no particular ob- 
jeCtion to it; but he had no objection to vote far one and 
not the-other. He thought the military eſtabliſhment a con- 
ſtant waſte of money; but he had a more favourable opini- 
on with reſpect to the naval eſtabliſhment. He truſted all 

entlemen who ſupported indirect taxation would now vote 
for ſupporting a navy, fince there would be no ſecurity of 
any revenue from that ſource, without a _ but he hop- 


ed thefe frigates would be the means of preſerving millions 


* — 
. 
* 
ie. 
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o 


( 


to our revenue; far though it was iu de 
frigates ud! not, =; ys s 19, ight fight 
there were multitud es of oang Ky | 
at pleaſure, and which tes. Wo 


cy, 5 b 7 hoy 5 425 HE, 


— ache a meaſure 3 courage injuy 
ed off upon us from e Te 
eſtahliſnment, and neglect, the naval, | 


hope they ſhopld not let au idea, f 
de due were. * 15 laſt 5 
queſtion was now, | whether e 

bliſhment at all, it a be @ differen: 

done 10 much, and refuſing to 0850 plete 1 Kee 
ſuch 1 He truſte ſhould not 
ſelves the ridicule of the TO oy LEE EE 


ropriations for completi e buildin © 
7 Mr. Weir h hoped the amen gs would 18 ler 
had himſelf doubts about the pr ety. of this navy golr 
on þ ** he thought the motion propre be carried .as pro- 


Mr. Nicholas hoped the amendment would prevail; for 
though they had a law on the nayal ,eſtabliſhmeat,, doubts 
were entertained. whether the plan would be carried forwarg. | 
He aſked if it would not be more proper ang more decent 0 | 
purſue the courſe chalked out by the gentleman hag 5 | 
ſylvania, than to vote for * for an —7 
undecided upon. He ſaid, they had a te bl 

orde 


* 1 
ory 


and a day or two would determine w at they 

with reſpect to it. And would it not be oy 

take up the ſubject from the report than to do it iv. This 
manner : He Peliered it would, and that an appropriation 
might be made at the ſame time with this. Yo a the 
legiſlature had determined to finiſh theſe tes, emen 
were {till in doubt whether they ought to a ar 

was himſelf in doubt. He had laſt ſeſſion been A fo to 
vote for the finiſhing of the frigates, becauſe ſo : 
ney had N been expended; but he Was now of op 
nion, from a tarther examination into the ſubject, *. if 


they were to abandon them, though the loſs would be 
they ſhould gain what would warn them from future ſumi- 
lar folly. 
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* "Mr. Murray faid, it was unneceſſary for them to decide 
to-day or to-morrow whether this country ſhould have a 
naval eftabliſhment of not. If it were determined to-morrow 
— 4 there ſhould. be no eſtabliſhment of this kind, it would 

ern bf economy whether it would not be bet- 
ter to flhiſh the frigates, Whatever might be the event, than 
to e up ro rt on the ſtocks. It muſt be known to 
ry workman, that it is better to finiſh'a veſſel, and then 
„than to ſell her on the ſtocks. ' So that the queſtion 
pot now, nor could it become ſo, whether — ſhould 
bel Er but Whether the frigates ſhould be finiſhed ? He 
would be finiſhed. If they were not, they 
— become Ae? it had been already hinted) a monument 
of diſgrace to the country. ' He truſted, however, that the 
frigates would not only be built, but that 4 dock-yard, which 
would _ ve a cradle of the navy, would alſo be agreed to be 
Mt. Madiſon faid,” it was unuſual and improper to make 
appropriations 1 for any object before it was le 1 and if 
the object now in queſtion was lot T. Ea greed with 
the gentleman from Pennſylvania Gallatin) 1 howe- 
ver certain it might be that Ni law. — — it did 
paſs; it was not right to apptopriate for that object. The law 
ſhould firſt be before them. As he ſaw no evil which could 
_ from — * buſineſs lie over for a few days, until 
frigates had been determined upon, he 
1950 bein f in * of "Sis motion for ſtriking out. Not 
woah by this vote, to declare his unwillingneſs to vote 
for the ſum neceſſary for com 1 the frigates, when that 
queſtion ſhould come before t 
Mr. Parker ſaid, as his — enen to have ſome 
doubt with reſpect to the legality of voting for the preſent 
reſolution, he would read him an extract from the law of 
laſt ſeſſion, which was as decided for building the frigates, 
and which bound the expenſe upon them as certain, as was 
that of the military eſtabliſhment. [He read the extract al- 
luded to.] In conſequerite of this law, he ſaid, the preſi- 
dent __ urſued the buſineſs, and had expended, à month 
ago, all the money appropriated, except 24,000 dollars. 
If it was apptehended (as he had heard it ſuggefted th: : 
it was) that any patt of the money appropriated for this ob- 
ect, was to go towards building a frigate at Portſmouth, in 
Neu Hampſhire, he would declare the friends of this mea- 
ſure had no ſuch intention. He ſhould be as much oppoſed 
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to thät as any gentleman This. money | would go to the 
building of no other veſſels than to three, which had been 
—— to be finiſhed laſt ſeſſion, which he confidered 
themſelves as much bound to complete, as they were bound 
to appropriate for the military eſtabliſhment. And, if mo- 
ney was not now ag riated, the workmen employed 
would have to be diſcharged; and a conſiderable lofs occa- 
honed. Indeed; he believed, the delay, and the expence 
with reſpect to theſe veſſels, had been in alconfjeratye de- 
gree occaſioned by the verſatility of that Houſe. 

Mr. Parker ſaid; he thought now, and had always thought, 
— determined to have no armed veſſels, we 
had no buſineſs with commerce, ſinet a tow: boat, with a 
gun or two; — — — way” Jum 
2 and — — b 
or ſupportin dignity o „He hoped we 
were not — tobe — any nation. He wiſh- 
ed to be in readineſs to meet any enemy, either with frigate 
or bayonet, who ſhould ehuſe to attack us. At preſent, he 
ſaid, our merchaiſts were loſing their property" daily, to an 
immenſe amount; indeed, many of them-almoſt rhined by 
their loſſes; and if we ſuffered them thus. to be rumed, he 
believed the farmers, and every other claſs of citizens, would 
find themſelves. affected by their misfortunes; _ f 

It was time; Mr. Parker ſaid, we ſhould e 
riſing ground, and provide means for the — of o1 
dignity ; for unleſs we put on this countenance, we 
be degraded and inſulted by all nations: He cared not who 
was their executive magiſtrate, he would ſupport him in do- 
ing what he conceived to be right. He would, therefore, 
vote for every meaſure which went to put us into à ſituation 
of: meeting: any nation who might chuſe to inſult and at- 
tack us; he would, for this purpoſe, vote for direct taxes, 
nor ſhould he be afraid that 7 people, Sein — Rockies 
ty, would not chearfully pay them. 
ö Mr. Iſaac Smith — the dmendrnenit... He truſted 
they ſhould not, by ding, the neceſſary. appropriati- 
ons, ſuffer the workmen now employed upon the frigates; 
to be diſcharged; bur that they would be proceeded with 
to their completion. Economy thould always be the order. 
of the day, and if they were at laſt ſuffeted to rot after fo 
much ſorwardneſs, it would argue a great want of econe- 
my. It was ſaid, the buſineſs was begun in folly ; but, if 
they were now to be abandoned, it would end in greater. 

Vor. IL Uu 


i EE» 


Mr. W. Smith was furprized the gentleman from 
nia (Mr. Madiſon) ſhould have faid an appropriation = 
ject would not be authorized by law Mr. Madiſon deni- 
ed having ſaid ſo.) Laft feffion, Mr. Smith faid, that houſe 
conſented to the paſſing of = Jow to authorize the Preſident 
to eonſtruct three frigates, In conſequenee. of which law, 
the Preſident had proceeded with the buſineſs, and the of- 
ficers.of government now told them, they were in want of 
money ta pay the workmen ; but thefe gentlemen fay they 
will refuſe, . until it de determined whether the frigates 
ſhould be. ſmiſhed or not. He thought this very extraordi- 


conduct. — 4 were difpeſcd ar rate to 
deſtroy the naval citabliſkment, why not we bill af 
ance to repeal the law ? 'This, he faid, would be the direct 
way of x rid of the buſineſs; but, after employing 
DE TT: fvigates, he thought it ſtrange 
that when they — whos was wanting to carry 
gg ©, that ad wad 6, om ch | 
It 


for an an appropriation on this head; but the chair- 
man of che committee who made the report on that ſubject 
(Mr. Payer) had informed them, that it was ſome time fines 


was made, that the money was therefore expend- 
ed, and more was now wanted. Mr Smith faid, he — 
into arguments to ſhe w the propriety of ke 
eſtablifnnent; but, as there was an | 
the expence haying been —— * and 
officers. ef —— — upon them for money, he 

they could not avoid paying” it. 

| nan from Pennſylvania withed this appropria- 
tion to d, until they determined upon the queſtion 
of. ahm the frigates; but did he not know, that in do- 
ing this, conſiderable loſs would be incurred by the diſcharge 
— workmen, . and the periſhing of materials? He ſaid, they 


— a how 2 1 would build three frigates 3 
— be ſay they vor only. ſo * but * 


= 2 . dhe nov think - were at n a re- 
; — EE riation. 


les faid, if he underſtood. this queſtion, it was, 
Ray . thould hs ITE firſt, and then — the 
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eiſion upon a 
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propriety of dojng ſo, or diſcuſs the propriety aud 


rer 
priate. It was not a queſtion whether the frigates be 
—— but merely a queſtion as to the proper time of 


er ts pant E Ces $44, bears anc. be et 
Pe ys — and always had been. He believed car- 
dour would not permit the buſineſs to be called by a milder 
term than Folly, and the farther they proceed in the project, 
the worſe 1 it would be. 

Mr. Giles ſaid, the bouſe, ſhould doubtleſs firſt take up 
the report on the 9 IN ů — 
they were willing to furniſh the 200,000 dollars w 
As to what th engen from Sou Gert ba a wah 

reſpec to their not being _— to refuſe this appropri- 


— — Menn. 

, why make any ap — at al Why was the by- 
ene debory' the „ if lad no choice to act, or 
not to act ? He was one of thaſe, ſaid, who thought chat 


houſe was always at liberty to oy On Og Re ay | 


propriate money, an tcinle 20 appropnate it» He boped, 
therefore, the mation would: prevail, - 
Mr. Venable ſaid the objeRtion to the propoſed grant of 
— dick not go the appropriation itſelf. ſo. much 
againſt the principle, as being an anticipation of law; 
for le did not ſuppoſe that the preſent appropriation was 
meant to inelule the whole of the money Vanted; but be- 
fore he agreed to vote any more money to this qbject he 
wiſhed to ſee the items of expence. He did not fee any 
neceſſity for making an appro — now, when it was 
bable they ſhould next week — 
ENTS ion was at all before 


them, but merely whether ey. would conſent to appropri- 


ate a farther ſum.of money, before they had come to a de- 
previous queſtion, viz. whether the houſe 
would agree to furniſh the necaſſry money. for the com- 
pletion of the frigates. 
Mr. W. Smith ſaid the objection of gentleman laſt up, 
went to the military eſtabliſhment, as well as to the naval, 
With reſpect to their not being at liberty to refuſe the appro- 
priation, he meant only to ſay, that having authorized che 
Preſident to lay out money, they wore nat at * 19.xe- 
fuſe to pay it. 
Mr. Varnum ſaid, if the fact il che nie of 
the gentleman frpm South Carolina, would be juſt. If ex- 
pence had been incurred, and it was not provided for, it 


| 
| 
| 
_ 
| 
1 
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certainly ought to be; but it was not ſo: The committee 
who had reported on the ſubject, had told them, that a 
month ago, there were 245000 dollars in hand unexpended; 
but it had been ſaid that it was probably now expended. 
He did not believe it was able: he did not believe a 
thouſand dollars a day had been laid out upon the frigates 
ſince that time. Indeed, he did not think, that northward 
of this place, the work had gone on at all, owing to the 
ſeverity of the froſt. Beſides, if the fact had exiſted, 
would it not have been in evidence before them? If the 
Preſident had incurred an expence for which no proviſion had 
been made, would he not have ſtated it to the houſe ? He 
certainly would, and this ſtatement not having been made, 
there was every reaſon to believe there was yet money in 
hand, and why this anticipation ſhould be ſo ſtrenuouſly 
urged he was at a loſs to know. The military eſtabliſhment, 
he ſaid, was quite à different thing. They knew there had 
been expenoe incurred under that head, and could have no 
objection to appropriate money on account of it. 

Mr. Swan wick referred to the letter of the ſecretary of 
the treaſury to ſhew that the _— ny wanted to 
carry on the work. 

The 1 on the amendment was put and carried. 
75 Let On Ayes . 22 
wall . 'Noes 34. wh 

The rofoliitionts amended was then . to. The com- 
mittee roſe, the houſe took it up and agreed to the amend- 
ment, and referred the reſolution to the committee of PRO 
and means to minen in a bill. ä 

Ne gl 
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Mr. R. Sprigg moved that the petition of William Moore 
vrefented March 1) 1794, and the report of the committee 
of claims of laſt ſeſſion thereon, be recommitted to the com- 
mittee of claims. Agreed. 

Mr. Foſter from the committee of claims reported on the 

_ of Barnt De Klyn, Jacob Hollingſworth, Archi- 

d Johnſon, James Powell, Elizabeth Stewart and Peter 
Witner, who all-prayed a renewal: 6f- loſt certificates, the 
report was ke: . N and the houſe concurred 
therewith. $253 v3 It bis: n F310 
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Mr. Chriſtie obſerved, that he expected a general report 
would have been made on this ſubj ect, and not that the pe- 
titions would have been upon particularly: He 
truſted ſome redreſs would be afforded to who held 
certificates which had been loſt, and wiſhed the decifion up- 
on theſe petitions to be poſtponed until that _—_— N 
determined upon by the houſe. 

Mr. D. Foſter ſuggeſted whether it — abt be beſt - to 
bring the buſineſs before the houſe, peg: of any 
particular caſe. 

Mr. Chriſtie conſented to do ſo, and afterwards propoſed 
the following reſolution to the houſe. 

'« Reſolved that proviſion ought to be nieds * law, for a 
renewal, under ſpecific reſtriftions,'of certificates winch have 
* deſtroyed, of certain deſcriptions. 

This reſolution was agreed to; and referred to a {ele 
committee. Mefſrs. Coit, R. Sprigg, Patton, Varnum and 
Blount were accordingly 9 to WW y- „ oh oy 
thereon, » 

The following reſolution was received from the —_ viz. 
„ Reſolved, by the Senate and houſe of Reprefentatives 
of the United States, in Congreſs aſſembled, that the Pre- 
ſident be requeſted to adopt ſome ſpeedy and effectual means 
of obtaining from the States of Connecticut, New Jerſey, 
Pennſylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky; Tenneſſee 
and South. Carolina, whether they have ratified the amend- 
ment propoſed by Congrels to the Conſtitution of the United 
States, concerning the ſuability of States; if they have to 
obtain evidences thereof.” It was read a ſecond time, when 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid he thought this reſolution would be 
beſt referred to a committee of the whole as perhaps it might 
be amended, by propoſing ſome other alterations to the con- 
ſtitution. 

Mr. Dent thought this purpoſe would be beſt anſwered 
by a reference to a ſelect committee in the firſt inſtance. - 

Mr. Smith withdrew his motion, and the reſolution. who 
referred to a ſelect committee. 

 Metlrs. Harper, Freeman, Goodrich, Ilaac Smith, and 
Harriſon were appointed. 

The reſolution received from the ſenate veſteiday dae 
to the appointment of a committee to aſcertain the election 
of the Preſident and Vice Preſident, and to appoint à time 
and place for adminiſtering the oath of office to the Preſi- 
dent, was taken up, read a ſecond time, and a committee 
of three members, viz. Mr. Sitgreaves, Mr. Jeremiah 
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the whole on the ſubject a 


Sint 1 ELL upon the hill for regulating 
1 Oices and Poſt Roads. 


P 
Mr. W. Smith bod neither of 1 theſe ſubjects — de 
—— up, but buſineſs which was of a more preſſing nature 
than either. He meant the buſineſs of Revenue. A ri 
of reſohutions were yeſterday referred to a committee 
indirect taxes. The hoſe 
Having directed the committee of ways and means to report 
CONES a plan for oqliefting direct taxes, it was neceſ- 
ſary ſhould determine which of the two plans ſhould 
be p 4 as, until that determination was made, the 
committec of ways and means were in a ſtate of ſuſpence, 
| knew not, but that by the time they had completed the 
ing a direct tax, the houſe might have determined 
to direct, but to puſh indirect taxes fill fur- 
would therefore, move that the houſe teſolve 
> a committee of the + whole on the reſolutions al- 


ent rerenut could be drawn frewa, — — 20 — 
houſa choſe to adopt that plan, it would be unneceſſ cm for 


— rs os an ng 9 ee, ung 6 


the committee of — 8 means could report a bill on che 


As the ſeſſion was drawing to a cloſe, it wag ne- 
fome canclufion ſhould ſpeedily be come to, otherwiſe 
d riſe withoutproriding any additional revenue at all, 
Ir. Thatcher faid, if they attended to one thing at once, 


| hs doubted not they ſhould et through the whole of- their 


buſineſs. He thought the ſubject be had propoſed, was 
— of — — if members — the many 


Je 
them. That grove by bad, had Zams the x inciple of 
direct taxes, and had directed the committee of Ways and 


ineans to bring in a bill on the ſubjett. Before they enter- 


ed nne be eifcuſlion of indirect taxes, he ſhould wiſh to 
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they ſhould in their products bear 2 tolerable 


( 16 ) 


ſee that biſl, in order to-afcertain 

plan could be formed for — 

could, it would probably influence 4 | 
on the reſolutions reſpecting inditet 2712 

The ſpeaker reminded the gentleman from Maſſikhaſetts, 


that the queſtion before the houſe was not whether they 
ſhould go into a committee of the-whole on the ſubject of 
indirect taxes; but whether they ſhould as goin the ball 
of poſt offices and poſt road. * E 
* ET was put and . ä 
40. a 
The houſe: ly reſolver inſelf no ae of 


the whole on the bill for regulating ers cy 
roads, Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair. 


The debate continued the reſt of ' the new 
roads were propoſed. Qu > der — that 
to pro pe rag Yr WING avs 


ion 
the expences attending poſtage; & c. as it 3 
— En 
art of their ex Ou the b ; 
—— could be formed of the — 
vantage of roads in ſome ſituation. Any part in the middle 
of a principal road from one capital to | 
out as uctĩve, and therefore- , be- 
cauſe thoſe poſt offices did not receive much money, 
being a thoroughfare, the extremities of which vers pro- 
ductive, the expences were more than paid. pier ve Gary 
and 


urged that the reaſon of: many roads bein 
eontinued, was to Cc er it — to ds 
e United States, thar i 


much to the credit of 
was ſent news- 

a while the general receipts on 

eſtabliſhment throughout the United States, bore the — 
ral expences, every preſent poſt road ſhould be continued, and 
as many new ones eſtabliſhed as the receipts would fappett; 
as it was not proper that any money, on fuck 2 taudable 
eſtabliſhment ſhould be — into the treaſury; At length 
after much. 2 — Mr. Gallatin n the 
2 42. 


Noes al 


res 
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"He then moved that the; committee of the whole: {liould* 
be diſcharged, and the; 3 referred. to aa ſelect 7 — 


mittek ? 5 29115 „ hluον 

On the queſtion for ah cometinge of the Whole to — 
leave ta ſit again dt was carried, 3 155 hin 2 — 714 "WM 
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It vas: ther — that if they were to fagguids dy 
might as well have fat until the uſual hour. The! queſtion, 
was then put for the houſe again to xeſolve.it{cif/ints acam- 
mittee on the ſame ſubject, ,which was carried, Ayes 47. 

The houſe Sin into committee, and after 


more dlſeuſſion, which from its _ nature is near 
wodetab abuibauſe adjourned. $6.92 00 See of 
ety 90413 ee ee Alf Alben 
Wan v -r. Tr 1 Thurſday February, . (47 gan 24 1 
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Av — .. viaa reſorted: -from-the-merct d 
— of certain reſtrictions under 
_— eonſined in its trade abe 
— of. Gd Hope, whilſt. their neighbours. were 


to trade beyond the Cape, and prayed.for r it 10 3154 
Mr. Swanwick: preſented-a petition, from w_ Brother- 


ton and Hlijah Feen praying chm for ſervices . 


rendered: during; the war. att: 8 10 
A. petition was alſo. — of John Ward praying 
renewal. of a final ſettlement certificate, loſt or deſtroyed. 

. Thedaid petitions were referred to the committee of claims. 

72255 _ Me the 70 nem the par ey LGU — 

That of the treaſury be, andihe 18 

hereby direQed to prepare and report to the, Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, at the next ſeſſion of Congreſs, ſuch a ſyſtem at 
will enable the. Houſe to: compriſe into ane, the various laws 
which bave been made, and are now in force, for. laying 
and collecting duties of impoſt and tonnage, reducing there- 
in to a ſpecific rate of duty, thoſe articles which are now 
rated according to value, and which, in his opinion, may 
more advantageouſiy be rated ſpecifically, and. conforming, 
as nearly as may conveniently be done, to the exiſting rates, 
agreeably to the tariff directed to be by him reported, by a 
reſolution of the Houſe — of the third of 
March, 1795. 

He ſaid his reaſon for * this reſolution was, to 
bring the whole of the laws on this lubject, which were at 


= 


preſent very complex into one view; and he believed this 
could be better done by the ſecretary of the treaſury than 
in any other — 92 | | 

The ſpeaker ſaid this reſolution was not in order, as there 
was a rule of the houſe which directed that no bill could 
be introduced in a way different from that preſcribed by that 
rule, viz. by appointing a committee, &c. — 

Mr. Page ſaid, if it were not out of order, he ſhould have 
oppoſed the reference of ſuch a reſolution, as ſuch a mea- 
ſure would be calling upon the heads of departments to do 
their buſineſs. He truſted they ſhould not agree to any 
thing which would carry the appearance of ſuch inattention 
and lazineſs. | | 

Mr. Coit ſaid he did not wiſh to violate any rule of the 
houſe, and he believed the objection might be got over by 
introducing the word em in place of bill. He did not 
mean to charge the houſe with lazineſs and inattention, . He 
knew he was himſelf, in ſome degree, lazy and inattentive, 
and he thought he ſaw others «i, bar he did not mean to 
charge the houſe with being ſo. «£4 

Mr. Heath ſaid, though he generally found reaſon to ap- 
prove of the Ry of the gentleman from Connecticut, 

et he could not do fo in the prefent caſe. , In his opinion, 
it would be infinitely more proper to appoint a committee 
to do the buſineſs, and bring in a bill. To do otherwiſe 
would be to transfer the buſineſs of the houſe to heads of 
departments. 

Mr. W. Smith thought gentlemen were making difficul- 
ties where there were none. Laſt ſeſhon, he ſaid, the ſe- 
cretary of the treaſury had been directed to report a ſyſtem 
of direct taxation; and, whilſt the houſe could with pro- 
priety require him to do that, they might certainly direct 
lum to report a ſyſtem for regulating the laws on impaſts 
and tonnage. There were - difficulties as to directing him 
to report a bill, but there could be none in directing him to 
report a ſyſtem. The idea of appointing a, committee on 
the ſubject was a little extraordinary. They could only fit 
til! the 3d of March, and it could not be ſuppoſed they 
could report a ſyſtem before that time. 

Mr. Henderſon was in favour of the reſolution. 

Mr. Coit ſaid, he had no other object in view than to 
get this thing brought into ſhape; and, if no better plan 
could be adopted, he hoped his motion would prevail. 

Mr. W. Smith propoied an amendment, viz. inſtead of 
the words, « for comprifing into one the various laws, &c.“ 
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2 fay, 6 ach a  Jyſtem as Hall enable hs houſe to contends into 


"The reſolution, with the We was then agreed to. 
Mr. D. F6fter from the committee of claims, to whom was 
recommitted their report of May 31 laſt, on the petition of 
Alita Bogert, and to whom was alſo referred the petition of 
Joſeph. Brevard, made reports, that the petitioners have leave 
to withdraw their petitions, to which the houſe concurred. 
A meſſage from the Senate by Mr. Otis their Secretary, in- 
— the houſe, that conformable to rule, they had 
ted Mr. Sedgwick on their part, teller of the votes 
ent and Vice-Preſident. 
Mr. Dent ſaid, if there were any more petitions on the 
' ſubje of loſt certificates before the Committee of Claims, he 
| ſhould'wiſh them to be diſcharged from a further conſide- 
ration of them, ſince a committee had been appointed to 
make TRIS to the propriety of affording relief in certain 
caſes. 
Mx. D. Foſter ſaid there were a number of caſes before 
dun of a ſimilar kind, part of which the committee had de- 
cided upon, but not drawn ont the reports. If the Houſe 
choſe to diſcharge them from th ſubject, they certainly could 
have no objection to it. 
Mr. Dent moved that the committee of claims be dif: 
* charged from a further conſideration of any ng on the 
ſkbject of loſt or deſtroyed ceftificates. 
| Mr. Macon ſaw no neceſſity for this motion, as, if it were 
determined to make proviſion for ſufferers in certain caſcs, 
the caſes of thoſe perſons whoſe petitions had been reported 
upon, would ſtand in the ſame fituation with others. 
Mr. R. Sprigg hoped the motion would prevail. It would 
come with a bad grace to propoſe a law tor the relief of theſe 
| perſons another ſeſſion (for he did not expect any thing to be 
done in the bufineſs this ſeſſion) when their cafes had been 
decided upon in a former ſeſſion, and the more caſes which 
had been decided upon, the greater weight they would have. 
He thought, therefore, it would be beſt for theſe petitioners 
to lie until the committee appointed ſhould make their re- 
port : for, if it ſhould be determined that, in certain caſes, 
allowances ſhould be made for loſt or deſtroyed certificates, 
it would prove to have been a waſte of time to make the de- 
ciſions they were now daily making upon them. 
Mr. Coit hoped the motion would not prevail, as it was 
taken for granted that ſome proviſion would be made in 
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theſe cafes. The ohjections urged might afford reaſog. - 
for not acting upon the — but * for — the 
Committee of laims trom a ens. of them. 

The motion was put and negatived. 

The Houſe then reſolved itfelf into 2 Committee of ho ; 
whole on the bill in addition to the act to eſtabliſh the poſt- 
office and poſt-roads vithin the United puny Mr. Muhlen- 
berg in the chair. 

After the buſineſs of the Reede yas one through, and 
that part of the bill which relates to Nev papers came under 
conſideration, an amendment was propoſed by Mr. Nicholas, 
which occaſioned ſome dehate. The bil Arecded « that no 
Newſpapers ſhould be received by the deputy Poſt- maſters, 
to be conveyed by poſt, unleſs they were ſufficiently dried and 
encloſed in proper wrappers.” Phe eee Propoſed to 
ſtrike out” the words printed in italic, 

Meſſrs. Thatcher, Harper and Jer. Smith, ſupported the 
clauſe as it ſtood. They ſaid that it was owing to the papers 
being put into the Poſt-office wet, that the directions became 
defaced, and perſons at a diſtance were diſappointed in the 


receipt of their papers. This was faid to be particularly the 
caſe with reſpect to papers ſent from this city to the Southern 


States, and not that newſpapers only were- ſpoiled by this 
means, but that letters alſo were liable to be defaced and 


injured. All this inconvenience and injury, jt was alledged, 


would be remedied, by the papers being dried (which would 
be attended, with very little trouble to the - printers) and 
would fecure their being fafely conveyed to the moſt diſtant 
P the Union. © 8 
amendment was ſupported by the mover,” Mefirs. 
Swatiwick, Murray, Page; 8. Smith, and W. Lyman. There 
was no neceſſity; they ſaid, for this regulation, Printers would 
find it their intereſt to pack up their papers ſo as to get ſafely 
to their cuſtomers; but were it to paſs, it would oblige the 
— of daily papers to keeꝑ a perſon wholly employed in 
papers, and beſide the expence, from the extra fire 
ms „it would ſubje& them to great danger from that 
calamity which had lately been experienced by one of the 
rinters of this city: and fo far from this being attended with 
ittle trouble (as had been intimated) it would be ſo, great as 
to increaſe the price of a daily paper at leaſt two Dollars 
2-year. The regulation, it was ſaid, would alſo operate 
more 22 on ſome Peiner, than on others; dr 
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pdſt· office before ſeven o'clock, of courſe, perſons muſt be 
employed the whole of the night in drying and packing them, 
or they muſt be delayed a day for the purpoſe of drying, 
whilſt thoſe printed in an afternogn (though at conſiderable 
trouble and expence) could be dried and packed in the courſe 
of the evening, ſo as to be ſent by the ſame poſt as heretofore. 
Such a proviſion, it was obſerved, would alſo give the poſt- 
maſter a power of ſhewing an undue partiality to favourite 
printers, by refuſing papers from their competitors, on the 
ground of their not being ſufficiently dry. With reſpect to 
the wetneſs of the papers defacing their directions, it was 
believed there were cauſes of that defacement - beſides their 
being 2 up wet; Mr. Page, in particular, ſaid, they 
were frequently ſuffered to be wet with rain, thrown care- 
leſsly about, and trod under foot! This, he ſaid, he had ſeen; 
and, as to their injuring letters, Mr. S. 8mith ſaid this was 
impotfible, as the papers and letters were packed up in ſe- 
parate bags. _ | | ao 3:4, 419 
The motion for ſtriking out the words was carried 41 to 23. 
The laſt clauſe of the bill occaſioned conſiderable debate. 
It was in theſe words: That the Poſt-maſter-General be 
authoriſed to diſcontinue carrying a mail on any — 1 
which ſhall not produce more than one-fifth part of the ex- 
pence of carrying the mail on the ſame during the third year 
Leere 92 nnhett am rigs 
Mr. Sitgreaves moved to ſtrike out this clauſe. Meſſrs. 
Thatcher, Dayton, Williams and Varnum, were for retain- 
ing it. They ſaid that is was neceſſary to have ſome'check 
| of this ſort, as when new roads were propoſed, the eve 
| voted for in the dark, as probably not one-fifth part the 
# Houſe were acquainted with the country in which they were 
; to paſs; if theſe roads, therefore, after a certain time, did 
not produce ſome certain portion of the expence of conveying 
the mail, it was proper they ſhould be diſcontinued, as every 
unproductive and unneceſſary road, prevented the eſtabliſh- 
ment of more uſeful and productive ones; and, though it 
was a ſettled principle that the profits ariſing from one part 
of the Union ſhoald go to the eſtabliſhment of poſt-roads in 
other parts, yet it was an injury and injuftice to the whole, 
to continue roads which would not pay one-fifth of the ex- 
pence of conveying the mail. Mr. Thatcher, in particular, 
faid that it was neceſſary there ſhould be ſome check upon the 
Houſe with reſpect to this buſineſs; for, when a road was 
once eſtabliſhed, however unprofitable it might be, there was 


t 


no getting it diſcontinued; as, whilſt a e of that Honſe 
had a letter to ſend to his conſtituents, he wiſhed to have a 
poſt eſtabliſhed for the purpoſe of conveying it. 

The amendment was ſupported by the mover, Mefirs. 
Murray, W. Lyman, Swänwick, Madiſon; Craik, | and 
Gallatin. It was ſaid, the power propoſed to be given to the 
Poſt-maſter-General- was a diſcretionary legiſlative Power, 
which belonged. to that Houſe, and could not be imparted to 
any other body or perſon; that though it was poſſible un- 
profitable roads. might be eſtabliſhed, Now the partiality of 
members to their own diſtrict of country, yet to remedy this 
evil in the way propoſed, would be to introduce a greater; 
beſides, it was ſaid, it would be next to impracticable to af- 
certain exactly when a road produced leſs than one-fifth of 
the expence attending it. It was alſo found neceſſary to keep 
up ſome roads, though they did not pay one-fith, » viz. ſuch 
as roads to Kentucky, Tenneſſee, to Niagara, &c. and there- 
fore the Poſt-maſter- —. was authoriſed, inſtead of beiug 
directed, to diſcontinue ſuch roads as did not produce ſuch a 
ſum, which was, in effect, giving him the power to eſtabliſh . 
poſt-roads. The Poſt-maſter-General, they remarked, might 
give the neceſſary information to that Houſe, as to what roads 
were unprofitable, and they could, if they thought proper, 
diſcontinue them; but this power ought not to reſt with any 
one man. The act might alſo be limited in its duration, and 
when it was renewed, a review of the roads might take place. 

The queſtion for ſtriking out was put and carried. - 

Mr. Madiſon then propoſed. the following . in its 
ſtead, which was agreed to: 

4 That it ſhall be the duty of the Pad-unfier-Geaiat to 
make a report annually to Congreſs, of every poſt-road which 
ſhall not have produced one-fifth part of the queen of 

carrying the mail on the ſame.” _ 

The Committee then roſe, and reported the bill with the 
amendments. ;- Adjourned. 

.F dae Brlovagy 3. 

The Speaker laid before the hauſe, a letter from hs Se- 
cretary at War, accompanyiag his report on the perition of 
Bezaleel Howe, and the memorial of David Jones, which were 
read, and ordered to be committed. to a committee of the 
whole houſe, on Monday next. 

Mr. Findley preſented a memorial of Santi Miles, jun. 
and others, reduced Pennſylvania officers, . and repreſenta- 
tives of e * who * * ſervices in 
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8 uuder the government of Great Britain, in the var 
between that nation and France, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read, praying that certain authorized ſurveys made by the 
memorialiſts, for their reſpective portions ot land, to which 
they became entitled, under the royal proclamation, of one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty-three, may now be con- 
firmed to them by grant in the unappropriated lands of ek 
United States, ſet. apart by Congreſs for military fervices. 
Nr. Swanwick preſented a petition of John Walters, pray- 
ing to be placed on the liſt of penſioners, in conſideration of a 
wound received, whilſt a marine on board the ſhip General 
2 + the navy of the United States, during the 
ate war, whi on GIFT Iu; Hee * 
livelihood by labour. > 
Mr. Hartley preſented a peti ien of Peter Grove, of the 
Nate of Penn lang, in behalf of himſelf, and as attorney in 
fact for Adam Grove, adminiſtrator of Michael Grove, de- 
ceaſed, praying the liquidation and ſettlement of a claim for 
ſervices rendered, and ſupplies furniſhed the army of the Uni- 


ted States,” by the n and the Fry during the 


late war. ; 
esd That the ſaid. memorial and petitions be referred 
to the cõmmittee of claim 


Mr. Nicholas preſented a petition of William — 


others, inſpectors of the cuſtoms for the diſtrict and port of 


Alexandria, in the ſtate of Virginia, ſtating the inſufficiency 
of the compenſation allowed them by law; and -praving that 
the ſame may be increaſed, and rendered more an to 


their ſervices. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition de referred to the com- 
mittee of commerce and manufactures. 

. Mr. Harper preſented a memorial of Anna de Neufville, 


widow of Job de Neutville, deceaſed, formerly a merchant in 
the city of Amſterdam; in behalf ot herſelf and her infant 
daughter, was preſented to the houſe and read, praying com- 
penſation for ſervices rendered, land loſſes ſuſtained by the 


deceaſed, in ſupport of the American cauſe during the late 
war. 


Ordered, That the ſaid memorial be en l 


N 


diſon, Mr. Harper, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Ege, and Mr. Wadſ- 


worth; that do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the 2 with their opinion thereupon, to the houſe: ; 
Mr. Dearborn, from the committee appointed, preſented, 


according to order, a bull to augment the compenlation of the 


1 ) 
Attorney General of che United States, which Gus recetved, 
and read; He alſo preſented a. bill to continue in force, the 
act « to regulate: the compenſation of clerks,” theſe bills were 
read a ſecond time, and committed to a — of the 
whole, on Monday next. 

Mr. Sitgreaves, from the committee c on the part 
of this houſe, jointly with a committee appointed on the part 
of the Senate, toaſcertain and report a mode of examiningthe 
votes for Preſident and Viee-Prefident, and of notifying the 
perſons elected, of their elections; and to regulate the time, 
F office to the 

reſident, made a report, in part, which he delivered in at 
the Clerk's table, where the ſame was twice read, aud agreed 
to by the houſe, as followeth * 

« That the two Houſes ſhall aſſemble iche chamber of the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, on Wedneſday next, at twelve 
o'clock { That two perſons be appointed tellers, on the part 
of this Houſe, to make a lift of the votes, as they ſhall be de- 
clared: 'That the reſult ſhall be delivered to the Prefident of 
the Senate, who ſhall announce the Nate of the vote, and the 
perſons elected, to the two houſes aſſembled as aforeſaid; 
which ſhall be deemed a declaration of the perſons elected 
Preſident and Vice-Preſident ; and together with à liſt of 
votes, be entered on the Jounnads of the fwo houſes.” _ 

Reſolved, That Mr. Sitgreaves and Mr. Parker, be ap- 
pointed tellers on the part of this n purſuant to the ſaid 
report. 

Mr. Jeremiah Smith, from the committee to whow was · re- 
ferred the petition of the Illinois and Wabaſh Land Compa- 
nies; made a report, to this effect: That the committee had 
met the committee of the Senate on the ſubject, and that they 
had determined it to be expedient to adopt the report made- 
by the Senate on this fubject in March 1792. The claims of 
the petitioners were ſaid to be founded on two deeds, viz. one 
of July 1773, the other of October 18, 1775, and pro- 
poſed to ſurrender the whole of their claim to the United 

States, on condition that the United States' would guarantee 
to them one-fourth part thereof. It was the opinion of the 
committee, however, that theſe companies had no legal title 
to the ſaid lands, afd they propoſed a reſolution to the houſe, 
that the prayer of the petition could not be granted. 

Mr. J. Smith gave notice that he ſhould call up this report 
for KN on Monday ne 


\. ” 
( 33a) 


Mr. W. Smith, from the committee of ways and means, 
reported a dill for the ſupport of government, and à partial 
appropriation for the military eſtabliſhment, for the year 1797. 
It Was read a ſeeond time, and ordered to 25 committed ton 
committee of the whole on Monday 

Reports were made on the petitbns of Nathaniel Caſhing 
and James Garnet, which were rem che e Or- 
dered to le on the table. + Ee 

The committee to whom ir was referred to enquire what 

had been made in carrying into effect the law rela- 

tire to grants of lands for military ſervices, and whether any 

alterations were; neeeſſary therein, reported, that owing to the 

difficulty attending the appointment of a furveyor- general, no 

progreſs had been niade therein, and that no alterations were 
. ary in the preſent law. Laid on the tableQ. 

Mr. B. Brent preſented the petition of the inſpector ip 


and e at Alexandria, praying for additional compenſa- 


Referred to the committee of cmmeree and manu - 
— 
Mr. Dwight Foſter, fro ene of e a 


report on the petition of George Calvert, one of the chiefs and 


warriors of the Chickaſaw nation. The petitioner prayed for 


compenſation for proviſions found to a party of the inhabi- 
tants of the State of Tenneſſre, who went into the Chickaſaw - 
nation to aſſiſt them in a war againſt the Creeks, The com- 


mittee report, that though the motives of the ſaid inhabitants 


might be good, as the expedition was unauthorized. by go- 


vernment, and might prove a bad example in future; that as 
they were not bound by treaty to ſupport the Chickaſaws in 
their wars, it would not be right to eſtabliſh any precedent 
which might countenance that principle; they were, therefore: 
of opinion, that any claim on this fubject would be beſt left 
to the Preſident, who was competent to determine on the 
ſubject; they, therefore, reported that the 3 of the peti- 
tion could not be granted. 

Mr. A. Jackſon moved that this report de referred to 
a committee of the whole, to whom were referred the reports 
on the petitions of James Orr, and the widow of the Hanging 
Maw. © Agreed. 

The houſe then entered upon the order of the day, which 
was the report of the committee of the whole on the bill 
regulating poſt-offices andpoſt-roads. The amendments were 
conſidered and agreed to, arid' ſeveral additional ones made. 
Some debate took place on a motion made by Mr. Chriſtie to- 
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add anew ſection to the bill, directing a poſt officetsbeeſtabliſh- 
edat the Little Falls of Gunpowder, betwixt Hartford and Bal. i- 
more. His reaſon for moving this ſection was, he had applied 
very often to the poſt maſter general in vain to get an office 
eſtabliſhed there, though it was much wanted, on account of 
ſeveral manufactories in the neighborhood. The Poſt-maſter 
general had always told him, that he could not fix a poſt- 
office there, on account of the danger there would be of the 
mail being robbed. (It ſeems the mail was once robbed on 
that road). This principle of directing where a poſt- office 


ſhould be eſtabliſhed, was oppoſed by Meſſrs. Thatcher and 
Hartley, as unprecedented; but Mr. Sitgreaves propoſed # 


way of avoiding that objection. He ſaid that it had been in- 
variably the practice of the poſt-maſter to make every place 
mentioned by name in the act, a place of depoſit for the poſt, 
he therefore ſuggeſted the propriety of introducing the 
propoſed, by name, into the bill. Mr. Chriſtie accordingly. 
moved theſe words as an amendment, from Hartford to 
timore, ſhall be by the Little Falls of Gunpowder,” which-was 
In debating on this amendment, ſome notice was taken of 
what fell from Mr. Thatcher yeſterday, with reſpect to a 
te check being put upon that houſe.” Mr. W. Lyman faid he 
thought the expreſſion uſed, via. That the poſt-maſter ge- 
neral would be a proper check to that houſe,” was an indig- 
nity committed againſt the bouſe, fince they had no. other 
check than the good ſenſe of the community: Mr. Kittera 
obſerved in reply, that that houſe had certainly other checks 
beſides the good ſenſe of the community; there was one check 


upon them up- ſtairs and another in the Preſident. Mr. 5. 


Smith. thought, if they gave power to-an Executive, Officer, 
and he did not do it, that houſe ought to check him, and not 
he them. The poſtmaſter general refuſed to eſtabliſh a poſt- 
road at the requeſt of the inhabitants of a certain diſtrict, and 
thole perſons now apply through their Repreſentatives to Con- 
greſs for redreſs ; he truſted they would have an office eſta- 
bliſhed. In anſwer to Mr. Thatcher, who had doubted whe- 
ther there was any perſon living at the place propoſed, who 
could be entruſted with the office, he ſaid there was an inha- 
bitant of Little Falls, who was able to purchaſe half the pro- 
vince of Main, of which Mr. Thatcher is the Repreſentative. 

The bill was ordered io be engroſſed for a third reading on 
Monday. 

Vol. II. | Yy 


SS I. 


On motion of Mr. S. Smith, the houſe reſolved itſelf into 
4 committee of the whole, upon the bill regulating the Mili- 
tary Eſtabliſhment. Mr. Dent in the chair. 

Mr. S. Smith ſaid, there was ſome variation in the bill from 
the report referred ts the committee; they had ſtruck ovt the 
whole of the 11th ſection of the old act which related to an 
allowance of extra proviſions to the troops employed to the 


weſtward. (The clauſe was read). The cauſe af this extra 


proviſion, he ſaid, no longer exiſted, and, therefore, they had 
ä thought proper to omit the clauſe, that the troops employed 
in every quarter might have the ſame allowance. As chair- 
man of the committee, he thought it neceſſary to give this in- 
formation. 

Mr. Coit moved to ſtrike out the ſection which directs that 
the four regiments of infantry ſhall be reduced to three. He 
did not know that the affairs of this country were ſo much 
changed for the better ſince the laſt year, as to juſtify this re- 
duction. He ſaid he was no military man; but he believed 
great inconveniencies would ariſe from. a derangement 1 in the 
officers by the propoſed reduction. 

Mr. Williams ſaid this ſubject had been already fully diſ- 
_ and it had been determined that three regiments would 

be adequate to all our wants, as thoſe three would contain all 
the troops now in actual ſervice. The additional expence of 
keeping up what were called ſkeletons of regiments, of officers 
without men, might very well be avoided. When our finan- 
ees were in ſo low a ſtate as at preſent, it was neceſſary to 
retrench every unneceſſary expence. Indeed, he had heard 
nothing which could induce him to change his former opi- 
nion on the ſubject. There were only, he ſaid, about 2,500 
men in the ſervice, 'and three regiments with fixteen compa- 
nies of artillery, would afford officers ſufficient for the men. 
To raiſe men in time of peace, when we wanted the ſinews of 
war, he could not conſent to. 

Mr. S. Smith ſaid, fince the buſineſs was laſt before the 
houſe, he had obtained a lift of the poſts at which men were 
placed, and the number of men in each. It was not a 
fectly accurate return, but it was as nearly ſo as he had 8 
able to procure it. By this eſtimate, it appeared that 2528 
men were ſtationed on the north weſtern and ſouthern fron- 
tiers. Some of theſe poſts, it was true, would be relinquiſhed 
as unneceflary; but others would be neceſſary. Mr. S. deli- 
vered in the liſt at the clerk's table, and it was read. : 


. 
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Mr. Rutherford ſaw no necelkty for th the preſen mo- 
tion, as the buſineſs had already been det Ma- 
ny of the garriſons which had been mentioned, 1. aid, were 
perfectly unneceſſary. An extenſive military eſtabliſhment 
was an evil in any country; and ſhall the American people, 
ſaid he, lean on this ſupport ? No; the yeomanry of this coun- 
try would always be ready to defend it, 

Mr. Gallatin faid they had no information before them. 
which led him to ſuppoſe that more than three regiments 
would be wanted. As to the liſt which had been produced, 
no kind of concluſion could be drawn from it; becauſe one 
half of the poſts there mentioned were to be evacuated, Viz. 
all that chain from Fort Waſhington to the lakes, in which, 


2 the liſt before them, were upwards of o 


* would juſt mention what the expence of the rations, | 
and clothing of a regiment was; it was 94,628 dollars. 
ie would add, that it was important, not only as it reſpected 
the rations, pay and cloathing of a regiment, that the nomi- 
nal eſtimate of our army ſhould be reduced, becauſe the ſaving 
would not only apply to thoſe articles but to the contingen- 
cies; as the quarter maſters department and every other con- 
tingent expence was proportioned in proportion to the eſta- 
bliſhment; and the greater the appropriation, the greater 
would be the expence, as there was always as much money ex- 
pended as was appropriated, and always would be, when left 
to the diſcretion | of the heads of departments, as no depart- 
ment, except the treaſury, had any check upon their expen- 
ces, but the amount of the appropriation. Indeed, the ex- 
pence of the military eſtabliſhment had kept continually ſwell- 
ing; for, though the real amount of men was not more than 
one nalf of the nominal number, the expences were always equal 
to the nominal number. The real ſaving, by ſtriking off the 
regiment propoſed, would be at leaſt 100,000 dollars, exclu- 
five of all contingencies. He hoped, therefore, the motion 
would not prevail. 

Mr. S. Smith did not think it was a good reaſon for re- 
ducing the military eſtabliſhment, becauſe it would be a 
ſaving of money to do ſo; for the ſame reaſoning would go to 
the deſtruction of the whole. Mr. S. believed that the pay, 
rations, clothing, the hoſpital department, and quarter-maſ- 
ter's department for a regiment of men, would be 150,000 


dollars. It was but fair that the houſe ſhould know this; buy 


e. 
he did not think the coſt only ought to be their guide in this 
matter. | 4 | 8 2 2 
There was one thing which he had frequently urged, but 


which did not ſeem to be ſufficiently attended to. The form- 


ing of officers to their duty took a number of years; and when 


they were ſo formed, it was prudent to keep them in the ſer- 


vice. It would be ſaid officers could at all times be got. He 
denied that experienced officers could always be got, and the 
fighting part was the leaſt eſſential; for he believed (as he had 
before faid) there were more men killed for want of care 
than by an enemy. The ſkeleton of a regiment ought to be 
kept up. It was good policy to keep ſuch men in the ſer- 
vice, as they would preſerve the men in health and proper or- 
der. This doctrine, he ſuppoſed, would be laughed at by any 
but military men; but he was confident the trifling expence to 
government of keeping up theſe officers, was nothing when 
compared to their uſefulneſs; but, when it ſhould be known 


that our meritorious officers had been diſcharged from ſervice, 


without notice, ſeven or eight hundred miles from their 


homes, which they had to travel at their own expence ; that 


when we had done with them, they were thrown upon the 


wide world without proviſion; men of reſpeQability, would 
refuſe to go into the ſervice, and none but the refuſe'of the 
people, who could not be provided for any other way, would 


enter our liſts, and thoſe who were beſt capable of command- 
ing our ſoldiers, would retire diflatisfied and diſguſted. - 


Mr. Hartley ſaid, he had delivered his opinion, on a for- 


mer occaſion on this ſubject. He ſtill thought they had no 
ſolid ground for making the reduction. It was ſaid there were 
many poſts unneceſſary; hut he believed all that had been 
mentioned as uſeleſs would not be found ſo. Mr. H. ſpoke of 
the rout which would be neceſſary to be taken between Pittſ- 
burgh and Fort Franklin up the Alleghany, and faid it would 


be policy to employ ſoldiers in working the batteaux rather 


than have to hire men for the purpoſe. More poſts, he ſaid, 


would certainly be wanted on the waters of the Miſſiſippi, and 


he did not think leſs than the four regiments would be ſuffi- 
cient. Mr. H. followed Mr. Smith in ſpeaking of the in- 
Juſtice of which would he done to officers by the propoſed re- 
duction. | 
Mir. Williams ſaid, when they called upon their conſtitu- 
ents for revenue, it was neceſſary they ſhould give ſome reaſun 
for the call. If in 1792 the country was defended by two re- 
giments, they might certainly now be defended by three; but, 
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if the preſont motion prevailed, they ſhould have double the 
number. What uſe then, will it have been to the United 
States to have hail the weſtern poſts given up? Whilſt the Bri- 
tiſh poſſeſled them, they were faid to be the cauſe of diſor- 
ders on the frontiers, by exciting the Indians againſt us; yet, 
now they. were given up, we were to keep up additional 
troops. This ſeemed to ſay they muſt be at a greater expence 
in peace than in war. Mr. W. then went over the different 
ſums allowed as the price of peace with the Indians, which 
amounted to 90,000 dollars per annum, beſides. which, the 
laſt ſeſmon, 150, ooo dollars had been expended in order to get 
goods amongſt them. Taking theſe ſums together, they made 
a very ſerious amount, and he thought they ought, at all events, 
to retrench the expences of government wherever they could. 

Whatever: gentletnen ; might ſay about the diſtreſſing of 
officers by diſcarging them, he ſaid, no officer, when he en- 
tered into the ſervice, could conſider himſelf as engaged for a 
longer term than that for which the ſervice ſhould want him. 
With reſpect to making officers an allowance on their 
diſcharged, he had no objection to do that, at leaſt for the 
time which it required to travel to their own homes; and in 
all probability, were they to frame a proper militia law, a num- 
ber of them might be employed in that ſervice to advant % 
ſince it would be very defirable to keep up à regular di 
pline in the militia, Theſe officers being diſperſed thoug — 
the union, they would be of great ſervice in this reſpect. 

Upon the whole, Mr. W. ſaid, the expence of four regi- 
ments, in our preſent circumſtances was too great. If he 
thought them neceſſary, he would give his vote for them : 
but, in time of peace, he ſaw no neceſlity for more than the. 
three regiments, 

Mr. Murray hoped the motion would ſucceed, becauſe, all 
he had heard, from the gentlemen who oppoſed the retain- 
ing the four regiments, convinced him they were neceſſary. 
He ſhould be glad if the gentleman from Pennſylvania, (Mr. 
Gallatin) would ſhew any reaſon, why leſs troops ſhould be. - 
kept up this year than were kept up laſt. That gentleman 
had not reaſoned with his uſual logic on this occation. He 
| argued, as if it were taken for granted, that the only object 
was to ſave money; but had not attempted to ſhew that four 
regiments were unneceſſary. 

That gentleman had ſaid, that the interior poſts might be 


abandoned, and the troops now in them might be ſent upon 


the frontier; but, for that reaſon, Mr. M. ſaid, he would 


1 


rather augment than diminiſn the military eftabliſkment, 


Few men might ſerve to guard an inner poſt, but when t 


men were ſent, 100 miles farther back, that moment it 


became neceſſary to increaſe their numbers, becauſe no aid 
could be given them, in caſe they ſhould want it. | 


The gentleman from New-York (Mr. Williams) had ſaid, 


that he was ſurpriſed that it ſhould be thought the military 


eſtabliſhment ſhould be larger now than in 1792. But, ſaid” 


Mr. M. a moments reflection would have told that gentleman, 
that the extreme poverty of the military eftablifntient at 

that time, was the ſource of a moſt melancholy event; fe 
in November in the preceding year, a regiment was almoſt 
wholly cut off. Con afterwards became more liberal, 


and the military eftabli ent was enlarged. This was cer- 
* period to refer to, as an ex- 


ample for the preſent day, when n ſack deftruttion took place, 
for want of ſufficient force. There was great impolicy he 


ſaid, both as to the numbers of our military and as to the du- 


of enlarging. 
uded to, been 


ration of their term of ſervice. The neceſi 
the eſtabliſhment had, however, at the time 
forced upon government. 


Mr. M. ſaid the militia were 8 to the ſervice of 


defending the _— and much more expenſive than troops. 


He had Ga ſed for three years paſt, that the militia ſyſtem 


would have been abandoned in favour of regular troops, as 
they had been found the beſt and cheapeſt. The events of 
the laſt three or four years had fully evinced this. | 

But ſaid, Mr. M. if the military eſtabliſhment is to be cut 
down, I would adviſe gentlemen to go through with the 
buſineſs, and move a repeal of the law which empowers the 
Preſident to call out the militia, at a great expence; becauſe, 
if they did not mean ſtill to uſe the moſt © expenſive fort of 


defence; if they were ſincere in their aſſertions that leſs mili- 


tary force was neceſſary, let them ſhew they were willing to 
give up military defence, and repeal the law which may call 


out a frontier defence, particularly the mountain militia, who 


were paid he believed, a'dollar a day whilſt in ſervice. This 
would convince him that their hearts were at caſe vith reſpect 
to the neceſſity of a military eſtabliſhment. | 

We have the moſt extenſive frontier, ſaid, Mr. M. except 
Ruſſia, of any nation in the world; and Ruſſid had not only 
x large frontier, but had alſo a ſimilar ſort of natives in their 
hack country that we have. What, then, ſaid he did Ruſſia 
do? They were obliged to do, as the Romans did—to keep 
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up extenſive military poſts. Nothing ſo grand as that idea 
had ever entered this country; but on the contrary, a par- 
ſimonious ſpirit on all occaſions ſeemed to perſuade that houſe. 
They tell the people they mean to economize; but, in fact, 
they were negleCting an eſtabliſhment which all nations had 
found neceflary—an eſtabliſhment that was worth infinitely 
more than any paltry ſaving which mi * be made by its cur- 
tailment, and the breaking down of which, —— ſubject 
the country to the moſt ſerious misfortunes. 

Mr. Rutherford faid, ſince this matter came into debate, 
it was neceſſary, ta reaſon upon it. It was neceſſary, he ſaid, 
for the repreſentatives of a free people to pay conſtant 
attention to the diſpoſition of the people at large, and this 
diſpoſition, he was confident, was in oppoſition to large, 
military eſtabliſhment, Amongſt the powers delegated to 
them, he ſaid, was the raiſing of armies; but if this power. 
was over-ſtrained the people had a right to complain. To 
ſay to them, we cannot truſt you, without a large military 
force to guard us, was an inſult to the people at large. He 
could not, therefore, at a time when money was becoming 
every hour more precious, conſent to the propoſed amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Gallatin aid, the gentleman. from Maryland (Mr. 
Murray) ſeemed to Juppoſe that after having ſaid it was pro- 
per to enonomize, he (Mr. G.) had not gone far enough; 
and that there was no ground for making the military eſta- 
bliſhment lower this year than laſt year. He thought there 
was conſiderable difference between this year and laſt. Laft 
yea r, he voted for making the eſtabliſhment what it was. 

deed no actual reduction of the troops then took place, it 
was merely a nominal reduction and a new organization. 
At that time the Poſts on the Lakes, the poſſeſſion of which 
would naturally draw after them a reduction of military force, 
were not ſecured. It was on this ground that no reduction 
took place; but, when peace was ſecured with the Indians 
from north to ſouth, and the Poſts were in our hands, it was 
proper to think of reducing our military, and to compare 
our preſent force with what it was before the Indian war. 

The gentlemen from Maryland had faid, that from the 
very reaſon that the chain of interior Poſts was unneceſſary, 
2 greater number of men would be wanted for the exterior 
poſts, and that the poſſeſſion of the poſts on the lakes re- 
; quired a large number of men to guard them. So that ac- 
cording to that gentleman, the acquirement of thoſe poſts 


„ 


from the Britiſh, would have no other effect than to increaſe 
our expence, for they could not be conſidered as giving any 
ſecurity againſt the Indians, it a greater number of troops 
were neceffary to defend them than were formerly employed 
on the frontier. 5 . | 

Mr. G. faid he differed in opinion from that gentleman ; 
for he believed fewer troops would be neceſſary at the poſts 
on the lakes than were heretofore employed in the poſts from 
the Ohio to the lakes. If indeed, it were neceſſary to have 


a line of poſts beyond thoſe which had been ſurrendered by 


the Britiſh, it would be requiſite that the number of troops 
ſhould be increafed; but he did not believe any ſuch neceflity 
exiſted. He did not ſee either the neceſſity of having paſts 


upon Lake Michaelimackinac, the Illinois-river or the Mifli- | 


ſippi. They might in ſome reſpects, prove convenient, but 
that convenience would by nov means, be equal to the ex- 
pence which would be incurred. gs ge vs 

Mr. G. faid, he ſhould return to his poſition, viz. that the 
three regiments propoſed to be kept up would afford a ſuf- 
ficiency of men for all the poſts, and this he would ſhew from 
the paper which had been laid upon the table by the gentle- 
man from Maryland. He then enumerated a. number of 
poſts which might be given up in which it was reported there 
were upwards of 1000 men. Theſe, he ſaid, would all be 
uſeleſs. At Detroit there were 524 men, and he believed 
2 or Zoo would be quite ſufficient, or perhaps a ſmaller num- 
ber. So that men enough might be ſpared to garriſon one or 
two poſts on the Miſſiſippi; becauſe it ought to be obſerved, 
that there would not be a leis effective number of men, when 
the four regiments were reduced to three, than at preſent. 

The number of men being nearly the ſame, the only ar- 
gu:nent uſed for retaining the four regiments was, to keep 
up the officers ſo as to form a ſkeleton of a regiment. He 
wiſhed when officers were diſcharged, that ſome compen- 
ſation ſhould be made to them; but, however averſe he was 
to the expofing of theſe men to diſappointment, yet this was 
not to influence him to keep men in pay who could be of no 
ſervice. If officers were not wanted, they onght to be diſ- 


charged; and this remark not only applied to the military, 


but the civil department. 

The gentleman from Maryland had ſaid, that if thoſe 
who were in favour of a reduction of the military force, 
were really ſincere in their with to reduce the expence under 
this head, they would move a repeal of the law which gives 
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to the Preſident the power of calling out the | Militia, But, 
- he would aſk the gentleman what that law coſt the Union 
whilſt it lay unexecuted ? It was a proviſion againſt danger; 
dalculated to ſave money, and not to expend it. It was pro- 
per an authority of this kind ſhould be lodged ſomewhere, 
to be ready for; exerciſe in caſe of emergency; as, without 
ſuch a proviſion, not only the preſent eſtabliſhment, but 
any eſtabliſhment which it was in our power to raiſe, would 
prove inadequate to a proper defence: to ſuch a defence as 
it was capable to make by means of our Militia. Inſtead of 
3,000, 15,000 men would not be ſufficient. But, ſuppoſe 
he were to propoſe the repeal which the gentleman had 
mentioned ſhould he not be charged with wiſhing to abridge 
the power of the Preſident, and with a want of confidence 
in his wiſdom? He was confident however, that ſuch a 


charge would never be brought againſt him on this ground. 


If the gentleman from Maryland thought ſuch a thmg de- 
firable, he might himſelf make the motion; if he did he 
ſhould vote againſt it, becauſe he thought the power a ne- 
ceſſary power. W 

It was true, as the gentleman had ſaid, that we had the moſt 
extenſive frontier of any other country; but what was the 
concluſion to be drawn from this? Was it, that we ſhonld 
have a large Military Eftabhthment to defend thut frontier ? 
Where would this opinion lead them? If it were neceffary 
to defend the frontier by a Military force, it muſt be ſuch an 
one as would-be equal to the purpoſe, and this would require 
more men than they ſhouldbe either willing or able to ſupport. 
No man, Mr. G. ſaid, could be more intereſted than he and 
his conſtituents, in preſerving peace on the frontier; but he 
knew that an army was not adequate to this purpoſe. In 
time of war indeed, a military force might prevent certain 
depredations on particular ſpots, but, with reſpe& to thoſe 
predatory excurſions which the Indians made upon the fron- 
tiers in time of peace, an army never had, nor ever would 
prevent them. | | 

What that gentleman called a necetfary eſtabliſhment, or 
a large Standing Army, his ideas of which he'feemed to have 
drawn from foreign countries, was wholly premature when 
applied to this country. We were not, he faid, if fach an 
inſtitution was deſirable, (which was by no means the cafe) 
in a ſituation to ſupport the expence ot a military eſtabſiſſi- 
ment. Our finances were low, and the price of labour was 
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higher than in any ot her part of the world. Theſe two reaſons 
would be an effectual bar to ſo extenſive a ſyſtem. It was 
enough that we were a Happy People ; but if gentlemen 
wiſhed to anticipate what it was only in the power of Time 
to effect, to make us a Powerful Nation alfo, they would find 
their vanity diſappointed. He called it -vanity, ' becauſe fuch 
an attempt could only iſſue in an increaſe of our Public Debt. 

Mr. G. concluded with ſaying it was neceflary to retrench 
expence wherever it could be done; and, as the Military 
Eſtabliſhment was a fource in which the moſt materia} ſavings 
could be expected to be made, he truſted the preſent motion 
would not prevail. | ron pen 

Mr. S. >mith faid-if a ſtranger had heard what had fallen 
from the gentleman laſt up, he would have ſupported that 


they were about to eſtabliſh a large ſtanding army. And 


et what was the eſtabliſhment they were about to make? 
Truly it was an eſtabliſhment of 1660 men! And yet this had 


called forth all this declamation. He had wondered to hear 


that gentleman fo incorrect in his ſtatement, and he had 
been the more ſurpriſed, becauſe he was generally more cor- 
rect than any other man in that houſe. He had told them o. 
certain poſts, which might be given up {amongſt which were 
Forts Waſhington and Franklin, which Mr. S. thought ne- 
ceſlary to be retained) in which 1000 men were employed. 
He agreed with him in this; but he ſhould have gone a little 
further, and ſhewed that after theſe i000 men were deducted 
from the number ſaid to be in the different poſts, there would 
ſtill bea larger number of men wanted than there would be to 
ſupply them, if a regiment was ſtruck off. Beſides which he 
ſaid it would be neceſſary to have poſts on the Miſſiſippi, at 
the Natchez, and at Michaelimackinac. 


Ihe gentleman from New-York, (Mr. Williams) wiſhed 


our preſent force to be upon the ſame footing as in 1792. He 
would look into that matter; and if he could ſhow to him 
that the four regiments would not be equal to what we had 
then, he ſhould expect he would vote for their continuance. 
In April 1790, he ſaid, we had 1216 officers, noncommiſſioned 
officers and privates; in March 1791, a regiment of 912 was 
added, making a force of 2128 men. This it would be ſeen, 
was conſiderably more than our preſent force, and yet we had 
now to protect the out- poſts formerly in poſſeſſion of the 
Britiſh, beſides allother parts ofthe United States. In 1791, 
he ſaid, the force had not been found ſufficient, and the 
Preſident raiſed another regiment for ſix months and like the 


1 
gying Camps, they were loſt. It was time for us, he ſaid to 
grow wiſer from experience: but experience ſeemed to be loſt 
upon us. Yet this we called Economy; but he called it 


[ 


diſſipation. 


"Mr. S. ſaid we bad a number of Poſts on the Atlanticſhore. 
It was true, there had been a new-corps:of Artillery raiſed, 


which might be equal to the protection of them. In conſe- 
quence of the misfortune of 1791, they determined in 1792 
that three additional regiments of Infantry ſhould be raiſed. 
Three regiments were raiſed, and they were to go out of ſer» 
vice at the end of the war. Theſe were three regiments of 
upwards of goo men each. At no time had we leſs than two 
regiments containing 1920 men, though gentlemen now 
withed them to be reduced to ſomewhat more than 1200. 
Did gentlemen reflect, he aſked, in what ſituation they 
would leave the new Preſident, by ſuch a meaſure, who had 
to ſuccecd a man whoſe popularity perhaps would never be 
equalled ? Was it right to put him in a ſituation in which 
he might be diſgraced? For, it any misfortune were to befal 
this Country hereafter, it would immediately be ſaid by the 
People, if GzoRGE WASHINGTON had been at the helm, 


this would not have happened. Notwithſtanding he was free 


to ackowledge the wiſdom and patriotiſm of the ſucceſſor to 


the Preſidential Chair, he did not expect him to have all the 


confidence which was placed in ts predeceſſor. Would it 
then be prudent, or juſt, to put him in a worſe ſituation, 
with reſpect to military force, than he was in? He thought 


not. Let us not, ſaid he, deprive him of that ſmall force 


which is at preſent in being, and, by that means, take from 
himz perhaps, the means of preſerving peace on our frontier. 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, that in comparing the preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment with that of 1792, the gentleman from Maryland had 
omitted to notice the corps of Artillery which had been raiſed 
ſince that time. He ſaid hc had made the compariſon, and 
he was confident, that when the four regiments were reduced 
to three, there would not be more than 100 men of difference 
betwixt them. He did not recollect on which ſide the dif- 
ference lay. 

Mr. S. Smith ſaid, he did not forget the Artillery. 

Mr. Baldwin obſerved, he felt at a loſs how to vote for 
want of information on the ſubjet. From the calculation 
given them when the queſtion was before under diſcuſſion by 
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the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Dearborn), it ap- 

red that two-thirds of the force retained, 'was to be em- 
ployed on the nothern frontier. The paper on the table 
agreed pretty much with the ftatement they then received 
as to numbers, which might be conſidered rather as the old 
plan than the new. If they knew exactly where the new 


poſts were to be eſtabliſhed, and the number of men wanted 


for them, they would be able to form a more correct judg- 
ment on the occaſion. He ſaw only one regiment contem- 

ted for the Southern Frontier; and he could not conceive 
it pofſible that it could be ſuppofed that if one regiment was 
ſufficient to protectthat frontier, which bordered upon Florida, 
and on Indians more troubleſome than on any other part of 
our frontier, that two regiments were neceffary on the North- 
weſtern Frontier. If they had twelve companies for the 
Nothern, and twelve for the Southern Frontier, and kept 
the Artillery and Engineers on the Atlantic Coaſt, he N 
they would be quite ſufficient ; ſince he could not believe that 
more troops were neceſſary on the Northern than on the 
Southern Frontier. | EPS pe 

The Committee roſe and had leave to fit again. 

It was moved that the houfe adjourn to Monday.' This 
motion was oppoſed ; but was conſented to, from a repreſen- 
tation that weighty buſineſs before the Committee of Ways 
and Means, required more time than could be given to it on 


OT RY Ad journed. 


* 


Monday, February 6. 


Mr. Parker aſked leave of abſence for his colleague Mr. 


Giles, for the remainder of the ſeſſion, owing to his ſtate of 
health. Granted. 3 ; | 

Mr. Swanwick preſented a memorial of Stephen Adding- 
ton, of Germantown, in the ſtate of Pennſylvania, callico 
printer, which was read, praying the aid and patronage of 
Congreſs, in the eſtabliſhment of a manufactory for printing 
and ſtaining of muſlins and linens, within the United, States. 

Mr. Malbone preſented a petition of Francis Brinley, and 
others, manufacturers of cordage in Newport, in the ſtate of 
Rhode Iſland, praying that an additional duty may be impoſ- 
ed on foreign cordage, imported into the United States z or 
that ſuch other encouragement may be given to the manu» 


. 
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2 of cordage within the United States, as to the wiſdom 


eſs [hall ſee meet. 
ef ones \ That the faid memorial and petition be eines 
to, the committee of commerce and manufactures. 
Mr. Ames preſented à petition and memorial of Samuel 


Clap and others, auctioneers, of the town of Boſton, in the 
ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, which-was read, praying a reviſion and 
amendment of an act of Congreſs, paſſed the ninth of June, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety four, intituled, An 
act laying duties on property [old at auction. 

Ordered, That the faid petition and memorial be referred 
to the committee of ways and means. 

Ordered, That David Organ, who preſented a petition to 
this houſe, on the tenth day of February, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ninety-five, have leave to withdraw the fame. 

Mr. Maclay, from the committee to whom was referred 
the memorial of Jacob Cazad, made a report, which was read 
and conſidered : Whereupon. 

Reſolved, That the faid Jacob Cazad have leave to with- 
draw his memorial 

Mr. Dwight PFoſter, from the committee of cab, to wn 
was referred a letter from the Secretary at War, of the twen- 


tieth ultimo, accompanying a liſt of the names of certain claim- 


ants to be placed on the penfion liſt, who have been examin- 
ed by phyſicians; and alſo, the returns of the examining phyſi- 
ciarjs thereon, made purſuant to a reſolution of the two houſes 
of Congreſs, of the eighteenth of April laſt, made a report, 
which he delivered in at the clerk's table, where the fame was 
twice read, and on the Spe pat thereupon, agreed to by 
the houſe as followeth : 

That on a full inveſtigation of the documents referred to 
them, they find the perſons hereafter named, have complied 
with the requiſitions of the law, reſpecting penſions for inva- 
lids, and are entitled to the ſeveral rates of penſion annexed 
ro their names, reſpectively; that is to ſay— 


Of the Diftriet of New- Hampſhire 
Joſeph Goodridge, a private, half a penſion; Joſeph Pat- 
terſon, a private, half a penſion. 


Of the Diftridt of Vermont: 
Joſeph Tyler, a private, balf a penſions Iſaac Webſter, a 
ſerjeant, half a penſion. 


( 


Of the Diftriet of New-York: | 
Stephen Kellogg, a private, a full penſion; Garret Oblenis, 
a private, half a penſion; William Scot, a major, a full penſi- 
on; Finley Stewart, a batteau- man, three-fourths of a penſi- 
on; l Ward, a corporal, a full of penſion. 


' "Of the Diftri# of Maryland: 
Philip Calſon 2 lieutenant, a full penſion. 


of the Diſtrict of Virginia: 
Joſhua Davidſon, a dragoon, three fourths of a penſion; ; 
Jonathan Dyer, a private, a full penſion. 


Of the Diftrift of North-Carolina; $3 

David M'Kiſſick, a captain, half a penſion; Joſeph Single- 
tary, jun. a private, three-daurehe of a penſion; Ithamar Sin- 
gletary, a private, one fourth of a penſion; William Simſon, 
a private, half a penſion; Joſeph Waſſon, a private, a ſull 
penſion. 

Reſolved, That the Secretary for the Department of War, 
be, and he is hereby directed to place on the penſion liſt of the 
United States, the ſeveral perſons before named, who bave 
been returned as penſion claimants, by the judges of ſeveral 
diſtricts, purſuant to an act of Congreſs, paſſed the twenty- 
eighth day of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ninety chr ee, intituled, © An, act to regulate claims to invalid 
penſions; at the rates and proportions annexed to the names 
of the ſaid perſons, reſpectivelyx. 

Reſolved, That the penſions allowed by this act, ſhall be 
eftimated at the ſame rates, receivable on the ſame conditions, 
and payable in the ſame manner, as directed in like caſes, by 
the act of the twentieth day of April, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ninety-ſix, intituled, An act authorizing and di- 
recting the Secretary at War, to pics the perſons therein 
named, on the penſion liſt,” 

Ordered, That a bill or bills te brought in, purſuant to the 
faid report, and that the committee of claims do prepare and 
bring in the ſame. ä 

Mr. Swanwick, from the committee of commerce and ma- 
nufactures, to whom were referred the petitions of Robert 
Sage, and of Thomas Hall; alſo, a reſolution of the houſe, of 
the ſixteenth ultimo, relative to the expediency of fixing a 
number of buoys in and near the harbour of Boſton, made a 
report, which was read : Whereupon, 
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